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A. Introduction

1. The Text

a. our text today is verse 15 of that Scripture that we just read

b. “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you

a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:” (AV) as I memorised it years ago

c. or, in a more recent translation “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defence

to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”

(NAS)

d. that word that is translated as “answer” or “defence” is apologia in the Greek, from which we get our English

word, “apology”

e. but that doesn’t mean that it is telling us to say “I’m sorry about the gospel”!

f. in fact, it is quite the opposite: it is what a lawyer does in court when he marshals all the facts and laws that he

can to defend his client

g. Christ is our lawyer in heaven, defending us against the accusations brought against us by the devil

h. and Christ calls us while we are on earth, calling upon us to defend Him and His gospel against the accusations

of the world

2. A Needed Defence

a. in our Bible class, we have been considering Philippians, where Paul said, “I am appointed for the defence of the

gospel” (Php 1:16) and then later exhorts his readers to be of “one mind striving together for the faith of the

gospel” (Php 1:27), i.e., defending the gospel

(A) defending the gospel, defending Christ was needed then

(B) it was needed when I preached the message on which this on is based, some 20 years plus a few days ago

(C) and that need is just the same today

b. consider

(A) the anti-supernatural mood of teachers, legislators

(B) this world’s materialism, secularism, atheism

(C) even as Ecclesiastes says, men are seeking satisfaction and life’s meaning in every way, yet failing because

they refuse to include God in their lives and thoughts

(D) Romans 1:20-22 summarises it in these words: “20 For since the creation of the world His invisible



attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what

has been made, so that they are without excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honour

Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was

darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,”

c. which so well, with what follows, describes today’s world

d. clearly, then, today Christians do need to “sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts” – set Him apart in our hearts

as our Lord, to be followed at all costs – in order the make a defence of the gospel.

B. Arguments for the Defence

1. Fulfilled Prophecy 

a. God said to Moses: “18 I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words

in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 And it shall come about that whoever will

not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him. 20 But the prophet who

shall speak a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he shall

speak in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die. 21 And you may say in your heart, ‘How shall we know

the word which the Lord has not spoken?’ 22 When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does

not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it

presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.” (Deuteronomy 18:18-22)

b. prophecy is the Bible’s own claim in its defence – and hence God’s own claim in His defence

(A) prophecy pervades the Bible ... “Thus saith the Lord ...” whether you are reading the historical, poetical,

gospel, or epistle books just as well as those that are specifically termed prophetic books

(B) some prophecies are indeed vague, and in those some preachers delight to build the grandest castles for

the future out of the vaguest of allusions and their own opinions

(C) but they neglect the more numerous clear, specific  and  detailed prophecies – because they require study,

not just opinion

c. there are many examples of such prophecy

(A) it is now many years ago since I went through some the examples given by John Urquhart in his book, “The

Wonders of Prophecy” detailing prophecies concerning nations in the middle east, and then looking at

history (that takes work!) of their fulfilment

(B) most were incapable of having their fulfilment humanly arranged since it would have required moving entire

nations

(C) these prophecies were not fluffy clouds but pertinent to the people to whom they were spoken



(1) indeed, some were spoken so soon before being fulfilled, that the prophet could have been accused of

merely guessing

(2) but these identified the man as truly being a prophet

(3) however most in most cases fulfilment was delayed 20, 50, 100 or more years

(4) Isaiah wrote about 712BC, “44:28 It is I who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd! And he will perform

all My desire.’ And he declares of Jerusalem, ‘She will be built,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will

be laid.’” 45:1  Thus says the Lord to Cyrus His anointed, Whom I have taken by the right hand, To

subdue nations before him, And to loose the loins of kings; To open doors before him so that gates will

not be shut:” (Isaiah 44:28-45:1) – which were literally fulfilled almost 200 years later in 520BC

d. and the prophecies of the coming Messiah – Christ – are in a class by themselves, written centuries ahead, yet

fulfilled in detail

(A) the book of Matthew especially draws attention to these

(B) consider just two well-known examples

(1) Psalm 22 gives a minute description of Jesus’ death

(2) Isaiah 53 gives the Divine reason for that death

2. Miracles 

a. A little while ago we completed our study of the gospel of John

(A) in that book there are recorded seven distinct signs that Jesus performed during His ministry to prove that

He was Messiah

(B) so the 20th chapter concludes, “30 Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the

disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written that you may believe that

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” (John 20:30-31)

b. such signs or miracles 

(A) were sensible, presentations to eye or ear at the time, not merely conclusions later made afterward

(B) strongly and clearly told of the presence of the supernatural, and were not merely wonderful, but natural,

phenomena

(C) were done in a redemptive context (not just magical shows)

(D) depend on God being the God of law who can suspend such law for His purposes

c. Hence the writer of Hebrews 2:1-4 could exclaim, “1  For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what

we have heard, … 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken

through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 4 God also bearing witness with them, both by



signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.”

3. Further Facts for the Defence

a. we shall not pursue these today, but raise them for you to think about as you have your devotions & study God’s

word

b. The Supernatural Character of Jesus Christ ... this was one of the reasons for our recent study of the gospel of

John and of studying the other gospels over the years

c. the Resurrection of Jesus Christ is a major and marvellous study in itself, and examined objectively by lawyers

and others has lead them though once skeptics into faith

d. Christian Experience, both individually and collectively, as recounted in biography and church history

e. Character of the Bible and its continued existence and power despite the forces of hell being arrayed against it

4. The Worthiness of Our God

a. that our God is Holy and Perfect, is not only a reason for us to give our best to defend the gospel, but a defence

in itself

(A) the Bible records the self-revelation of God to the world in a very consistent and satisfactory manner

(B) Satan would have us believe the lie that the idea of the God of the Bible developed through time as man’s

ideas evolved.

(C) but that is not what the Bible has to tell us:

b. There were many writers over 2000 years, but only one God is presented 

(A) “1  God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in

these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He

made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and

upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the

right hand of the Majesty on high;” (Hebrews 1:1-3)

(B) not man’s ideas evolving – but God showing more & more of Himself – so man’s knowledge of God has

grown

(C) like a lake  ...  many facets & views but the same underlying lake

(D) his character and attitude unchanged from Genesis to Revelation

(1) entire sanctity: completely separate and outside His creation

(2) desire for fellowship with man (Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, Disciples, us)

(3) His view of evil, and execution of justice



(4) His evidence of mercy and grace (Adam, Noah, Israel, Hezekiah, the many whom Jesus touched in His

ministry

(5) His invitations as “And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.”

And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.”

(Revelation 22:17)

c. Our God is not altered by the current times & philosophies

(A) “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)

(B) the gods of other religions are pluralistic & diverse (exceptions are false sects such as Islam)

(C) the gods of other religions are capricious (unbound by law)

(D) the gods of other religions are 

(1) usually indifferent to mankind and his need

(2) merely enlarged men, beset with same virtues and vices

(3) territorial or national in scope

(E) the gods of other religions are subject to laws of universe, bound by time and matter – and in this we can

perceive that humanistic science is for many just another god

d. The character of this God satisfies and agrees with our best endeavour in any field of knowledge 

(A) “16  For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our

Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He received honour and glory

from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved

Son with whom I am well-pleased” — 18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when

we were with Him on the holy mountain.” (2 Peter 1:16-18)

(1) God, unlike Satan, is not a Deceiver, and the universe into which He put us does not tell us lies about

Him

(2) where science comes to a dead end, with its unexplained “Big Bang” beginning, we find an eternal God 

(B) He is a single Lawgiver setting out physical & moral laws that are consistent with our concept of the

universe

(C) the moral nature of man 

(1) conceived in terms of right and wrong, absolute or relative;

(2) universality of idea of sacrifice

(3) inability of psychiatrists to eradicate guilt

(4) amorality a sign of insanity

(5) is evidence of the moral nature of our Creator God



(D) His words ring true and find response in our consciousness since He is a rational God (Isaiah 1:18)

(E) man’s position in the world is consistent with God’s love for him

e. This, then, is our God, and worthy of all our praise to Him and out best efforts in defence before the world:

Am I a soldier of the cross?

A foll’wer of the Lamb?

And shall I fear to own His cause

Or blush to speak His name? —{2}.

(A) how would you answer Isaac Watts’ question for yourself?
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