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The Triumphal Entry

A. Introduction
1. Palm Sunday
a. This chapter begins by saying, “Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus
was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.” (John 12:1)
b. That miracle had taken some time before – perhaps 4 to 6 weeks – and the reader is reminded of it, for it has
a strong connection with the events that are to follow
c. From the other gospels we learn that in coming to the Passover, Jesus passed through the towns of Old and New
Jericho, healed the blind Bartimaeus and another blind man there, and went on to Jerusalem
d. it was about a 25 kilometre trip through rugged country up to the city
e. Now we learn that He arrived in Bethany on the Sabbath, either after a short Sabbath day’s journey the next
morning, or, as seems more likely, arriving on Friday evening after sundown
f. in any event, that Sabbath was six days before the coming Passover, which began late the next Friday at twilight,
“between two evenings”
g. “On the next day the great multitude who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem,” (John 12:12)
h. which brings us to the first day of the week, our Sunday, and the day that we as Christians commemorate as
“Palm Sunday”
2. Today Is Thanksgiving Sunday
a. so that it may seem somewhat strange to have a message about Palm Sunday
b. but there are in this event a number of circumstances for which we as Christians should be profoundly grateful
(A) that Jesus validated the Messianic prophecies spoken of Him
(B) that Jesus is the spiritual King of spiritual Israel
(C) that Jesus suffered humiliation for our salvation
(D) that Jesus came not as conquering general but Prince of Peace
(E) that Jesus’ ministry is one that of life, not of war & death
(F)
that Jesus did not abandon the Cross for the Crown
(G) that Jesus will be revealed one day as King of kings & Lord of lords

B. The Seven Reasons for Thanksgiving
1. Messianic Prophecy Fulfilled
a. in this passage there are two OT quotations
b. as is frequently the case in such quotations in the NT, they are given in an abridged and summary form – the
reader and the listeners would naturally supply the context found in the OT
c. we shall return to those contexts later
d. The first, quoted in verse 13, is from Psalm 118:25 – “… Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord! …” (John 12:13 NKJV)
(A) this Psalm may have been sung originally at the dedication of the rebuilt temple in Nehemiah’s time
(B) “Hosanna” – Hosheah-na – is not a mere expression of joy or of praise, as we often use it – but a prayer:
“Oh Please Deliver” or “Oh Please Save”
(C) the one to whom or, perhaps for whom, this prayer is uttered is next described:
(1) He is the blessed One
(2) He is the one who comes in and bearing the name of Jahweh
(3) Historically he is the king, the heir to the throne of David
(4) Prophetically He is Messiah, the greater Son of David
e. the second, quoted in verse 15, is from Zechariah 9:9 – “Fear not, daughter of Zion; Behold, your King is coming,
Sitting on a donkey’s colt.” (John 12:15 NKJV)
(A) Jesus is Messiah, the Anointed One, the Christ, by virtue of His holding of three offices: Prophet, Priest and
King
(B) elsewhere in the book of Zechariah that the latter two offices would be united in one person
(C) throughout His ministry, He had demonstrated that He was the Prophet by His teaching and His works
(D) it would be after His resurrection & ascension that His High-priestly ministry would fully be made known
(E) but by this parable in action, riding to Jerusalem on this colt of a donkey, he declares that He is Messiah
King
f. so thanks be that through Him the Messianic prophecy is fulfilled
2. Jesus Is King
a. the people recognised the parable being acted out before them
(A) so they shouted in confirmation, “He is king of Israel!”
(B) but they did not understand fully what they were saying
(C) they were God’s chosen people and this was to be their king – a king of flesh and blood to lead them; to

bring them salvation
(D) but their concept of God’s salvation was too limited
b. throughout John the truth is revealed that God’s vision of His great salvation is of much greater scope than this
(A) John’s baptism was to teach them that they were no better than the pagans in God’s eyes and needed
cleansing in the same way
(B) John 3:16 continues that theme: “For God so loved the world”
(C) Jesus went deliberately to minister to the lost Samaritans and many of them came to faith
(D) Jesus said of the Gentiles, “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and
they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one flock with one shepherd.” (John 10:16)
c. and Paul makes this clear in speaking about those who are Jews by human descent when he says, “But it is not
as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel;” (Romans 9:6)
(A) the scriptural view of Jesus kingship is much grander than that which these people had
(B) “9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the
earth,” (Philippians 2:9-10)
(C) “9 And they *sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy art Thou to take the book, and to break its seals; for Thou
wast slain, and didst purchase for God with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and
nation. 10 And Thou hast made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the
earth.’” (Revelation 5:9-10)
d. thanks be that Jesus is the spiritual King of spiritual Israel, and we are part of His kingdom by faith
3. Jesus Is Gentle & Humble
a. let us look back at that prophecy in Zechariah, where a shortened version is given by the people in their
acclamation
b. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to
you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.” (Zechariah 9:9)
(A) “He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble ...”
(B) for a moment, consider that last word: humble
(C) when you read of the kings of history: be they of Europe over the the past 2000 years, or those of the
Middle East in the prior 2000, you discover that the main quality of the majority of kings was to hold onto
power at all costs, justice was rather low among their priorities, and their own pomp and pride most

important
c. but this King, who is our King, is just and humble
(A) He is the Son of God who came to earth in humiliation
(B) “He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; And like one from
whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” (Isaiah 53:3)
(C) and again, “6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be
grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8)
(D) this is the Jesus who invites us, “28 “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30 NKJV)
d. thanks, then, that Jesus suffered humiliation – humbled Himself – for our salvation
4. Jesus Is Prince of Peace
a. Jesus the Messiah rode into Jerusalem that day
(A) not on a charger, a horse, the animal bearing a warrior
(B) but on a young donkey
(1) a sign of peace
(2) int the OT, the judges – whose role was to administer justice, to protect the widows, the orphans, the
needy
(3) rode on donkeys attending their circuit of the land
b. let us return again to the context of that Zechariah prophecy, “Your king is coming to you ...” – but what is the
nature of His kingship:
(A) the next verse, Zechariah 9:10, describes it more fully: “And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, And
the horse from Jerusalem; And the bow of war will be cut off. And He will speak peace to the nations; And
His dominion will be from sea to sea, And from the River to the ends of the earth.” (Zechariah 9:10)
(B) there is no doubt in these words as to Messiah, the Prince of Peace, that His coming was not to war, but for
peace
c. let there be thanks for the peace that our Saviour Jesus brings

5. Jesus Ministers Life
a. Jesus did not come to war
(A) yet there is a war going on which began in Eden
(B) Satan initiated that war, a war that brought death
(C) and it continues, even as Jesus said to His disciples on the Mount of Olives, ‘There shall be “wars and
rumours of wars … but the end is not yet.” (Matthew 24:6)’
(D) wars; death; bloodshed; grief
b. but we find another, an opposite event taking place in this march of the King into Jerusalem: “17 And so the
multitude who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised him from the dead, were
bearing Him witness. 18 For this cause also the multitude went and met Him, because they heard that He had
performed this sign.” (John 12:17-18)
(A) “Crown Him the Lord of life – who triumphed o’er the grave”—{2}.
(B) Jesus was not a life-taking warrior but a life-giver – “I am come,” He said, “that they might have live and
have it abundantly” (John 10:10)
(C) and we, who believe in him are recipients of that life
c. be thankful for the life given by this One who is God’s indescribable gift
6. Jesus Went to the Cross
a. If we return to that Psalm 118, and read its context, we discover the underlying desire of those who shouted these
words along the road
(A) “25 O Lord, do save, we beseech Thee; O Lord, we beseech Thee, do send prosperity! 26 Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord; We have blessed you from the house of the Lord.” (Psalms 118:25-26)
(B) “Do send prosperity!”
(C) so the people shouted, “He is King of Israel”
(D) ‘Lead us as a king to free us from the bondage and taxes to Rome’
(E) As before in John 6, he people are ready to make Jesus King, but for their own physical benefit
(F)
if Jesus so desired they will place the crown on His head
(G) this is what the Pharisees feared, that they would lose their place in the government of Judea: “The
Pharisees therefore said to one another, ‘You see that you are not doing any good; look, the world has gone
after Him.’” (John 12:19)
b. but thanks be that Jesus did not abandon the Cross for the Crown
(A) it is evident that Jesus, being sinless, had a perfect free will

(B)
(C)
(D)

in Gethsemane He prayed, “Not my will but thine be done!”
as He was taken captive in the garden He could even then yet have called ten legions of angels for His
deliverance
J. Vernon McGee – “Obviously, Jesus Christ could have had the crown without first going to the Cross.
However, if He had gone directly to the crown, if he were the ruler today, you and I would never have been
saved. He had to go to the Cross to save you and me. Although this was a brief moment of triumph before
His death, it was not His triumphal entry. In the future when He enters as Lord of lords and King of kings,
that will be His triumphal entry.” —{3}.

7. Jesus Will Return Triumphant
a. and those words bring us to our final reason for thanksgiving
(A) this is not spoken directly but it underlies all that is said and happens on this first Palm Sunday
(B) Jesus was not come to set up an earthly kingdom with earthly pomp and power
(C) but He did, nevertheless, come to establish a kingdom; even as He would shortly say to Pilate, a “kingdom
not of this world”
(D) that kingdom is now made up of the people of God, but it is not yet complete, for which reason we have
been instructed to pray, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
(E) this Palm Sunday’s events were part of God’s plan, even as Peter described on the day of Pentecost: “23
this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the
hands of godless men and put Him to death. 24 “And God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony
of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.” (Acts 2:23-24)
b. “… This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched
Him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11)
(A) this Triumphal entry is a pledge of one greater
(B) as J. Vernon McGee wrote: “In the future when He enters as Lord of lords and King of kings, that will be His
triumphal entry.”
(C) Jesus is coming to earth again–
Coming in power and love to reign–
Coming to claim His chosen Bride,
Over this whole earth scattered wide–
What if it were today? —{4}.
c. Give thanks that one day Jesus will be revealed as King of kings, and Lord of lords.

C. Conclusion
1. Let us close by giving thanks to God for Jesus, His greatest gift.
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