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Revelation 3:7-13. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Occasion for Outreach”

A. Introduction
1. Opportunity —{2}.
a. Winston Churchill had this to say on the subject: “A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every
difficulty.”
b. Charles Swindoll, “We are all faced with a series of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as impossible situations.”
c. and Paul had this to say about an opportune situation that laid before him, “But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; for a wide door for effective
service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.” (1 Corinthians 16:8-9)
d. it has been true many times in the history of the Christian church – when the opposition is the strongest – as it has been for many years in the 10/40
window countries – the church has progressed. In the face of pressure from the communist government back in the early 1990's, the Methodist Bishop
of Angola had this to say: “We will keep meeting. It is their job to be government, our job to be the church. Our church had its most rapid growth
during the revolution when so many of our members were in jail. Jail is a wonderful opportunity for evangelism.”
2. A Small Church
a. have you noticed … we are few in number!
b. in a culture where so much is made of size – big houses, big box stores and big churches – it would be easy to grow discouraged, to throw up our hands
and to ask, “What can we do?”
c. our passage today has something to say in order to set our thinking straight on this matter
B. Interpreting Revelation
1. Many and Diverse
a. There are many interpretations applied to the book of the Revelation
(A) frequently these are weird, wonderful and very convoluted
(B) I avoided one quote on “opportunity” by a well-known preacher, lest I should be seen to agree with his teaching on Revelation – which assembles
phrases from unrelated verses scattered through the Bible to support his unwarranted speculations
b. but our doctrinal statement and that of our Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches focuses on that which clearly taught in Scripture:
c. “We believe in the personal, bodily and glorious return of the Lord Jesus Christ; in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; in the eternal
blessedness of the redeemed and in the judgement and conscious, eternal punishment of the wicked.”
d. so whether you take the pre-millennial, a-millennial, or post-millennial view of the return of Jesus Christ, that shall not form a test of fellowship – though
proper Biblical interpretation will exclude some of the variations in these views, those held by false cults

2. The Consensus
a. There is little difference, however, among interpreters respecting the primary meaning of the letters to the seven churches.
b. these were real messages to seven real churches, which formed a rough circle on the map of Asia Minor (or Turkey)
c. in general, to each church there is a seven-fold message
(A) Commission: “To the angel …”
(B) Character: “These things saith he that …”
(C) Commendation: “I know thy works …”
(D) Condemnation: “But I have against thee …”
(E) Correction: commands to set things right
(F) Call: “He that hath an ear …”
(G) Challenge: “To him that overcometh …”
d. but there are various applications of these letters from a prophetical viewpoint which are taken because of character of the rest of the book, the most
common being that each church named
(A) applied only to that church at that time in history;
(B) is a portrait of a type of the local church that would be found throughout church history; and,
(C) each church representing a distinct phase in church history.
e. for myself, I believe that these seven churches as they existed in 90AD are accurately described in these seven letters from the risen Lord, and that
examples of such churches have been found ever since, exist today and should heed the warnings and promises given here
C. The Message Source
Revelation 3:7
1. “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who
shuts and no one opens, says this:”
2. Character of Jesus Christ
a. He Is Holy
(A) holy has the meaning of separation, and applied to God, means that He is utterly separated from His creation in His character
(B) “8 For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So
are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
(C) and yet cares for His people: “For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy place,
And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of the contrite.” (Isaiah 57:15)
(D) Jesus has the answer to what is insoluble for our minds
b. He Is True

(A) Jesus is Truth personified: He is the way, the truth, the life
(B) Jesus has the answer and we can depend on its being right
c. Christ Holds the Key of David
(A) the reference to Isaiah 22:22, “Then I will set the key of the house of David on his shoulder, When he opens no one will shut, When he shuts no
one will open.”
(B) and to Eliakim, the servant of Hezekiah, who oversaw the palace, and could lock and unlock the doors as he pleased
(C) Christ is the Master of opportunity for His church – He is its Head and directs it as He will
D. The Recipients
1. Their Character
a. and as we enumerated these facets of their character, let us look at ourselves and see it we can follow in their virtues
b. “the church in Philadelphia”
(A) – if their name be anything to go by –
(B) and if they were indeed faithful to the word of Christ –
(C) then this was a church remarkable for “brotherly love”
c. “I know your deeds. … kept My word, and have not denied My name” (3:8)
(A) keeping Christ’s words meant not only love, but steadfastness
(B) following His orders of the witness of baptism, the preaching of the Lord’s table, the assembling with other believers
(C) neither denying Him by silence, nor by recanting their faith
d. “… you have kept the word of My perseverance,…” (3:10)
(A) keeping Christ’s words meant not only love and steadfastness but also suffering
(B) in an antagonistic society they confessed Christ despite the cost
(C) in Paul’s words, ‘knowing the fellowship of His sufferings”

Revelation 3:8-10

2. Their Situation
a. ‘you have a little strength’ (NKJV) – whether it is ‘a little’ or just ‘little’ is a moot question of Greek – literally: ‘little you have power’
b. what that entails could be many things, and I believe the Holy Spirit has left it deliberately vague so that it can apply to many situations, including
our own
(A) they could have been short on resources, on leaders, on workers
(B) they could have been few in number
(C) they could have been poor in possessions
(D) they could have been weak in the face of great opposition
(E) Archbishop Trench comments that they were ‘a little flock poor in worldly goods, and of small account in the eyes of men’

c. but as Jesus reminded Paul, “… My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness. …” (2 Corinthians 12:9)
3. Their Opportunity
a. “… Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, …” (3:8)
(A) the Lord of opportunity who holds the key, provides this opportunity and no one – man nor devil – can close it
(B) again: what that open door – opportunity – was, is not specified
(1) an opportunity for evangelism
(2) a strengthening by providing of spiritual gifts and people
b. but certainly there was to be for them some relenting of the opposition
(A) “… I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.”
(3:10)
(B) so that they could pass through this open door to carry out the plan of God, they should see testing but be spared it
(C) of them the Psalmist’s words would be true, “A thousand may fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But it shall not approach you.”
(Psalms 91:7)
c. in particular, there would be one particular opposition that would be overcome – referred to here as “the synagogue of Satan” (3:9) – in order that
this church might fulfil the purpose of her Master
(A) we could apply this to ourselves in so many ways
(B) the indifference to Christ of a materialistic society
(C) the increasing godlessness of arts, media, education
(D) but God has set before Faith Fellowship an open door in Aurora
E. The Incentives
1. Christ’s Imminent Return
a. “I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown.” 3:11)
(A) the time draws ever shorter when that door will be closed forever
(B) Paul instructs us to be “making the most of your time, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:16 NAS95)

Revelation 3:11-13

2. The Reward
a. there is, as just mentioned, a crown: for as 2 Timothy 4:8 says, “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”
b. but this open door that lies before us is in some ways a gateway on our pilgrimage to eternity: “He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple
of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.” (3:12)

(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)

the assurance of our eternal home
certified as God’s own
marked as belonging to the heavenly Jerusalem
having Christ’s new name written on our being – that is that we share in the blessedness of our forerunner Jesus Christ into heaven

3. The Message of God
a. a final reminder of the trustworthiness of what has just been written
b. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” (3:13)
c. these words, as repeated over and over in these chapters, remind us that though they were spoken to seven particular churches in what is now Turkey,
they apply to anyone who will listen
d. they are from the Holy Spirit Himself
F. Conclusion
1. We Are Small
a. yes, our numbers are not great
b. for many of us
(A) our physical strength is limited
(B) we are constrained by time and responsibilities
(C) age has slowed us down
c. “… The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest.” (Luke 10:2
NAS95)
2. The Door Is Open
a. on Friday we had about a dozen meeting to plan for VBS which begins three weeks from tomorrow – in addition to this number there are a good
number of further volunteers
(A) we may be small
(B) but the Lord has opened this door for us again this year
(C) and has provided willing hands to help
b. pray for God’s blessing on this opportunity He has provided
(A) encourage those who are serving in this fashion
(B) and if God should show a place for you in this effort, step out in faith and go through this open door
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