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A. Biblical Background

1. Meaning of the Blood

a. two weeks ago as we looked at the subject of Christ and the matter of His entrance into the heavenly Holy of

Holies

b. we briefly pointed out the meaning of blood in the Scriptures

c. partly in explanation of the passage then in front of us, but also in anticipation of that which is before us today

d. in the early 1900's there arose an attitude of revulsion against all the Christian hymns mentioning blood, calling

it ‘slaughter-house religion’, a term coined by the liberal preacher, Harry Emerson Fosdick

e. but the need to speak of the blood arises on account of a very basic principle, stated in Ezekiel 8:4, ‘… The soul

who sins will die.’ – not the father, not the son, but the sinner: sin deserves and brings death

f. now, since we are all sinners that statement puts us in a hopeless state – I, myself, deserve to die, spiritually

and eternally, for my own sin

g. yet God has a hope-giving solution explained in Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I

have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that

makes atonement.” – substitution is possible!

h. by sin then, a man’s life is forfeit; the blood shed in sacrifice represents death, a life given as a substitute for that

man’s life

2. “Cutting” a Covenant

a. there is in the Bible an illustrative story that explains the nature and the making of a covenant – we have to go

back to Genesis to find it

b. in Genesis 29, that schemer, Jacob, fleeing from the anger of Esau, his brother on account of Jacob’s trickery,

comes to his uncle Laban

c. immediately he fell in love with Laban’s daughter Rachel

d. and Jacob and Laban made a deal: “So Jacob served seven years for Rachel and they seemed to him but a few

days because of his love for her.” (Genesis 29:20) … but then woke up after his wedding night and found in the

morning he had wed the weak-eyed sister, Leah

e. so he served another seven years for Rachel, and then, when he would have returned to Canaan with his wives

and children, Laban had another deal to make with him: “But Laban said to him, ‘If now it pleases you, stay with

me; I have divined that the Lord has blessed me on your account.’” (Genesis 30:27)



f. so Jacob stayed for the promise of a share in the increase in the flock

g. but after six years it wasn’t all rosy between Jacob and his relatives

(A) for during this time, as he later complained to Laban, “These twenty years I have been in your house; I

served you fourteen years for your two daughters and six years for your flock, and you changed my wages

ten times.” (Genesis 31:41)

(B) as well, we read that, “1 … Jacob heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, ‘Jacob has taken away all that

was our father’s, and from what belonged to our father he has made all this wealth.’ 2 Jacob saw the

attitude of Laban, and behold, it was not friendly toward him as formerly.” (Genesis 31:1-2),

(C) so “20 … Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling him that he was fleeing. 21 So he fled with all

that he had; and he arose and crossed the Euphrates River, and set his face toward the hill country of

Gilead.” (Genesis 31:20-21) – it was there Laban overtook him

h. let us read the rest of the chapter with some comments

(A) Jacob concludes his complaint saying “42 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear of

Isaac, had not been for me, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my

affliction and the toil of my hands, so He rendered judgment last night.” – that is, God’s warning dream

to Laban

(B) “43 Then Laban replied to Jacob, ‘The daughters are my daughters, and the children are my children, and

the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day to these my daughters

or to their children whom they have borne? 44 So now come, let us make ©– literally, cut –ª a covenant, you

and I, and let it be a witness between me and you’” – they ‘cut’ an animal sacrifice

(C) “45 Then Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46 Jacob said to his kinsmen, ‘Gather stones.’ So they

took stones and made a heap, and they ate there by the heap.” – then they ate that sacrifice

(D) “47 Now Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, ©meaning ‘heap of witness’ in Aramaicª but Jacob called it Galeed

©meaning ‘heap of witness’ in Hebrewª. 48 Laban said, ‘This heap is a witness between you and me this day.’

Therefore it was named Galeed, 49 and Mizpah, ©meaning ‘watch’ª for he said, ‘May the Lord watch between

you and me when we are absent one from the other. 50 If you mistreat my daughters, or if you take wives

besides my daughters, although no man is with us, see, God is witness between you and me.’ 51 Laban

said to Jacob, ‘Behold this heap and behold the pillar which I have set between you and me. 52 This heap

is a witness, and the pillar is a witness, that I will not pass by this heap to you for harm, and you will not

pass by this heap and this pillar to me, for harm. 53 The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God

of their father, judge between us.’ So Jacob swore by the fear of his father Isaac.” – Mizpah, the heap of

stones, represented God as witness and mediator of the covenant



(E) the history concludes “54 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain, and called his kinsmen to the

meal; and they ate the meal and spent the night on the mountain. 55 Early in the morning Laban arose,

and kissed his sons and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and returned to his place.”

i. so we see that in making a covenant, sacrifices were used

(A) to inaugurate or to ratify that covenant

(B) a symbol of the putting to death of the grievance between them

(C) as calling upon God to adjudicate between the two parties

j. and the eating of that sacrifice was to establish a fellowship, friendship

(A) we see the importance that was given to eating together in David’s words, “Even my close friend in whom

I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.” (Psalms 41:9)

(B) probably referring historically to the treachery of Ahithophel , but prophetically to the treachery of Judas

Iscariot in betraying Jesus

3. Covenant and Testament

a. Absence in OT of Testaments (Wills)

(A) though the OT refers to inheritance, there does not seem to be any mention of wills or testaments, as we

know them

(B) for the land belonged to God, its regions allotted to families, and its possession descending to the first-born

ot those families – as is illustrated in the parable of the prodigal son and his elder brother

(C) this was all part of God’s covenant with His chosen people

b. Common Idea of Both

(A) but the NT word for covenant also includes the idea of a will

(B) with the underlying idea being that of a settlement

(1) a covenant makes a settlement of an arrangement or dispute

(2) a testament makes a settlement of property upon others

(3) in both cases in the Bible, death is involved

(a) for a covenant, as we have seen, it was a sacrifice

(b) for a testament, it is that of the testator

(C) this background now makes the meaning clear of the writer of Hebrews as he blends both these uses of

the word in describing …



B. The New Covenant in Christ’s Blood

1. The Benefits Conferred (verse 15)

a. The Mediator

(A) that Jesus Christ is the Son of God

(B) that He has ascended to the place of authority, God’s throne

(C) that He has effected that perfect and cleansing sacrifice

(D) verse 14 reads, “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself

without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

(E) that those who trust in Him are made alive to serve the living God

(F) qualifies Him to be our ‘Mizpah’, the true Witness, the One who watches between us and God – Mediator

of the new covenant

(G) “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the

redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been

called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”, verse 15

b. Redemption from Our Bondage

(A) the second benefit, in addition to providing a Person to mediate on our behalf, is the payment of our debts

(B) I am not talking about paying off our mortgage, or the balance on our credit card, or any such earthly debt

(C) but that far more overwhelming debt that which results from our sin – those transgressions against God’s

Person and law

(D) that place us in an debt to Him – debt that demands our death

(E) His death substituted for ours, paying the ransom, setting us free

(F) fellowship restored: “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ,” (Romans 5:1)

(G) with the enmity put to death, we are read to receive our …

c. Eternal Inheritance

(A) the 13th through the 17th chapters of John, taking place on the eve of His arrest, trial and crucifixion, can

be considered the detail of the New Covenant in His blood, His last will and testament

(B) in those chapters we find many blessings which be leaves to us

(C) but probably none more precious than these words: “2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if

it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for

you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:2-3)

(D) that is the believer’s inheritance: a prepared place for a people prepared by God for Himself, to live with



Him forever

2. The Necessity of Death (verses 16-17)

a. “16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who made it. 17 For a covenant

is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made it lives.”

b. To Finalise a Testament

(A) as long as a person is alive, his or her last will and testament though correctly written and witnessed is not

in effect

(B) at any time he or she may add a codicil, altering its provisions

(C) or a new will may be drafted which will explicitly state that the all prior wills are set aside, to be made null

and of no effect

(D) so it is only death of the testator which validates it to be ‘the last will and testament’ – only then can action

be take …

c. To Effect Its Provisions

(A) what up to the point of death had been intention and purpose

(B) now takes on power and force

(C) its provision can be carried out, its dispositions effected

(D) and the expectations it provided become reality

(E) so the new covenant to which the former promised in type, was put into effect by the blood of Christ – i.e.,

His life given for us

3. The Necessity of Blood (verses 18-22)

a. Inaugurating the Old Covenant (v 18)

(A) “Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood.”

(B) indeed, the whole introduction of that old covenant may be said to have begun with the sacrifice of the

Passover Lamb

(C) and more specifically in the sacrifice made in Exodus 24:5-8 from which part of the quotation comes in the

following verses, 

b. Sanctifying Its Worship (vv 19-21)

(A) “19 For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he

took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the

book itself and all the people, 20 saying, ‘This is the blood of the covenant which God commanded you.’



21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood.”

(B) you will not find the whole of what is described here in any one verse in the books of Moses

(C) but rather this is a summation of the various rites in preparing the people, the sanctuary and the

furnishings of the tabernacle for their use by God’s people in worship – all this being to show that the holy

God required cleansing of those worshipping Him

c. The Principle Stated (v 22)

(A) “And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding

of blood there is no forgiveness.”

(B) the writer of Hebrews admits that, while there were exceptions, the cleansing from sin and making fit for

worship required that blood be shed: that life be taken to pay the penalty of sin

(C) so that if forgiveness was to be received, that was provided by the death of the sacrifice – not that the

sacrifice was of any value in itself, but rather by foreshadowing Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross

C. Provision of Grace

1. Benefits Provided in Christ

a. so Jesus Christ died, as was necessary to fulfill God’s perfect plan

b. it was His life given that inaugurated the new covenant

c. it was His death that put that covenant and testament into effect 

(A) a covenant that provides salvation from sin through faith

(B) a testament that put into effect our inheritance in heaven

d. it is His work as our Mediator in heaven that brings the cleansing of our sin so that we are able to come before

a holy God in worship

2. Benefits Received through Faith

a. there are no works that we can do which will earn these benefits

b. we are under such a debt of sin, that all the good works that we may do only add to our debt if we reject what

Jesus freely provides

c. “4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favour, but as what is due. 5 But to the one who does

not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,” (Romans 4:4-5)

d. what an encouragement that is to the believer to serve this Saviour!
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