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A.

Philippians 1:5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fellowship in the Gospel

Introduction
1. “Smarty Plants” —{2}.
a. In a show so named, aired on September 27, 2012, CBC’s “The Nature of Things” told of the work of,
among others, Professor Suzanne W. Simard of the Forestry Department of the University of British
Columbia.
b. In 1997, Simard was part of a team of researchers that discovered that trees were connected to one
another through an underground network of mycorrhizal fungi. This network allows trees to communicate
by transferring carbon, nutrients and water to one another.
c. In direct contradiction to Darwin’s theories of competition between species, she has found that by this
network they help one another.
d. Simard also helped identify something called a “hub” or “Mother” tree. These are the largest trees in
forests that act as central hubs for vast below ground fungal networks. They support young trees or
seedlings – both of their own and other species – by infecting them with fungi and ferrying them the
nutrients they need to grow. And even in their deaths they pass on key materials along the fungal and
root network to the next generation to continue this process of support.
e. it is clear that God in His creation never intended that its various parts should live in isolation, each apart
one from another.
2. Fellowship: the Christian Network
a. our text today, Philippians 1:5 reads, “in view of your koinwni/aj (koinonia) in the gospel from the first
day until now.”
b. now, that word koinonia can variously be translated as fellowship, community, communion, partnership,
participation or sharing
c. it took on these meanings in secular Greek usage
d. but in this verse it is qualified as that koinonia that is specifically “into the gospel” – this is the Christian
koinonia
e. it encompasses the various aspects in which Christians, who are the members making up the body of

Christ, are brought together so that each fulfill his or her part in the functioning of that body
f. in this sense it is used indiscriminately whether we are talking of the local or the universal church as the
body of Christ
g. It is clear that God in His new creation, the church, never intended that its member should live in
isolation, each apart one from another
B.

Philippi – The Place
1. Its Geography
a. Philippi lay at one of the heads of the Aegean Sea, on the Via Egnatia, a Roman military highway running
from the Adriatic Sea to what is now Istanbul – a road used heavily for trade in Roman times
b. its strategic importance was noted by Philip of Macedon, 4th century BC, who fortified it, made it part
of Macedonia and named it
c. it was then surrounded by productive gold and silver mines
2. Its Population
a. after Augustus Caesar’s successful battles there, he made it a Roman colony, giving it special privileges
and independence
b. there he placed colonists from Italy, and in particular Roman soldiers when their years of service were
complete
c. it was pagan, having no shortage of gods, including
(A) Silvanus, guardian deity of the emperor
(B) Mên, an Asiatic god
(C) and everyone’s favourite, Dionysus (or Bacchus), the god of the grape harvest, of wine-making,
and of wine
d. in Acts 16 there is no record of a Jewish synagogue, and the chapter strongly suggests that Jews were
unwelcome in that Roman city

C.

Philippi – The Saints
1. Their Conversion

a. on his second missionary journey, as recounted in Acts 16, Paul was travelling through what is now
western Turkey
b. “They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to
speak the word in Asia; and after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit
of Jesus did not permit them; and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.” (Acts 16:6-8)
c. it was not yet God’s time for them to go to Ephesus, to preach in Asia
d. but it was God’s time for something else – to cross into Europe: “A vision appeared to Paul in the night:
a man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help
us.’” (Acts 16:9) ... after being in the city some days, Luke writes:
e. “And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there
would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled.
A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshipper of God, was
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.” (Acts 16:13-14) ©note
the ‘we’ª
f. here we have the first convert recorded in Europe
(A) of a ‘worshipper of God’ – a term used of a person friendly toward Jews, serving their God, but
neither a Jew nor a Jewish proselyte
(B) a woman, at a women’s prayer meeting – devoid of men!
(C) a business woman, whose trade brought her there from Asia
2. Their Character
a. apparently she made no delay in telling her family
b. “And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to
be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.’ And she prevailed upon us.” (Acts 16:15)
c. nor did she delay in taking on ‘koinonia in the gospel’, for her house became the first European
headquarters for Paul and his team of missionaries
d. later on to this new-born church were added other believers, including the Philippian jailer, for the
chapter ends, “They went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia, and when they saw the
brethren, they encouraged them and departed.” (Acts 16:40) ©note the ‘they’ª

e. God opened not only Lydia’s heart but also her house, the assembly-place of the early Philippian church
– from prison Paul writes to them
f. “Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi,
including the overseers and deacons:” (Philippians 1:1) – in the years the church has grown
g. among these believers there now were
(A) overseers – pastor-teachers, elders – spiritual leaders
(B) deacons – serving the needs of the congregation
h. these saints to whom Paul writes were people with two residences
(A) they had their earthly, physical residence in the Roman colony with its many pagan shrines and
boisterous army population
(B) they had their heavenly, spiritual residence in Christ Jesus
D.

The Philippians – Paul’s Prayer – “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you
all,” (Philippians 1:2-4)
1. Thankfulness
a. what was Paul’s first thought in prayer towards these Christians
b. thankfulness;
(A) thankfulness for their response to the gospel;
(B) thankfulness for their hospitality towards him from the first;
(C) thankfulness for their very early support of his ministry
c. no wonder he could commend them to the church at Corinth in that passage we read from 2 Corinthians
8
2. Faithfulness
a. the relationship he had with this church was such a one that it drove Paul to a constancy in prayer on
their behalf
b. it was faithfulness in prayer born of his love for them: “For God is my witness, how I long for you all with
the affection of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:8)

3. Joyfulness
a. how easy then it was for Paul to bear this church up in prayer
b. of all the letters which Paul wrote to churches that have come down to us today, none is as peaceful, as
personal and as affectionate – in short, as filled with joy – as this one to the Christians in Philippi
c. and this is easy to explain; “For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you
in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defenCe and confirmation of the gospel, you all
are partakers sunkoinwnou/v (sun-koinonous) of grace with me.” (Philippians 1:7) – having fellowship
together with me – they stuck with Paul through thick and thin
E. The Philippians – Their Fellowship
1. Koinonia as Communion
a. our commonest use of this term is in reference to the Lord’s Table
b. “Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a koinonia in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we
break a koinonia in the body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16)
c. that service is a proclamation of the gospel, a testimony by those who take part that they have been
united with Christ in His death and that they have accepted His sacrifice for their sins
d. “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away
with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin. Now if we have
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,” (Romans 6:6-8)
e. but that is only the beginning of our communion – our union with God in Christ – that great chapter on
fellowship in John’s letter tells us this about Jesus, the Word of eternal life: “what we have seen and
heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have koinonia with us; and indeed our koinonia
is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.” (1 John 1:3)
f. this is the fellowship – the union with God, the mutual abiding in Christ – requiring our ongoing cleansing
from sin; as John continues, “If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness,
we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:6-7)
g. the fellowship that is the basis as all other Christian fellowship

2. Koinonia as Community
a. this is our most familiar picture of fellowship – the good times we spend together as the family of God
b. here is a little vignette, though, of how we can fail in this picture: —{3}.
(A) Scene: a family of five is sitting down for a meal; one place is empty
(B) Father: Seems like someone is missing here, the numbers don't appear to be very high today.
(C) Brother: Yeah, it sure does seem like someone is missing!
(D) Sister: Yes, that's Johnny's place and he's not here!
(E) Mother: Yes, that's right, in fact he's not been here for three weeks
(F) “Perhaps he's been out of town;”
(G) “Maybe's he's sick – there's a bug going around;”
(H) “Perhaps he's having company;”
(I) “Really, it's probably none of our business where he's at!”
c. maybe that’s enough of a sermon on that …
3. Koinonia as Partnership
a. this was a common Greek use: “and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.’” (Luke 5:10)
b. these disciples were working partners in a business; a fishing business
c. Jesus gave them a new business: fishing men; preaching the gospel
d. Jesus spoke of it being needful to be in the things pertaining to His Father, that is, in His Father’s
business
e. as in a partnership it is necessary that the partners give an account of there actions the one to another,
so the fellowship of believers in the local body of Christ are accountable the one to another – this is a
truth that was for a long time neglected and has come to be realized anew in the last 25 years
f. it is a natural outcome also of the family member relationship that exists in the church of Jesus Christ:
“And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honoured, all the members
rejoice with it.” (1 Corinthians 12:26)
g. and these things will happen: ‘if, as is the case, one suffers; ... if, as is the case, one is honoured’ —{4}.

– there is no maybe about it!
h. we are in a joint enterprise together, and we all depend on each other
4. Koinonia as Participation
a. if you take out a participating life insurance policy, then if and when that company makes a profit, you
will receive a share of the profits – not all of them, but those not needed to keep the company in
business
b. fellowship as participation is the receiving of one’s share rather than the giving of one’s share – we shall
come to that
c. “but to the degree that you koineite the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the
revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.” (1 Peter 4:13) – this is a participation that we
do not necessarily look for, but in which we may nevertheless rejoice
d. so Paul’s objective was, ‘that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the koinonia of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death;” (Philippians 3:10) – but this suffering has another side
e. “For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may
become koinonoi of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.” (2
Peter 1:4) – God is preparing us for heaven
5. Koinonia as Sharing
a. we turn from the passive sense of sharing – that of receiving from God – to the active sense, by which
we are sharing out
b. in fact this was the kind of fellowship in which the new believers were engaged after Pentecost – a fact
that is disguised by translation
c. “They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to koinonia, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. … And all those who had believed were together and had all things in koina;
and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might
have need.” (Acts 2:42, 44-45)
d. now as we read that 8th chapter of 2 Corinthians, perhaps some of you were saying to yourselves, ‘ohoh! we’re going to have a sermon of tithing and giving our offerings!’ – and that passage is often used

in that fashion, to exhort believers to give so that some work of the church or of missions could be given
the necessary finances
e. but if you examine that and the next chapter more carefully, along with Romans 15:26ff and Acts 24:17,
you will discover that this collection was not to fund some conference with special speakers and
musicians brought in from hither and yon, nor to build some great cathedral to the glory of God, nor
even to support Paul and his missionary team; the purpose of this collection was to share with the poor
Christians living at Jerusalem and Judaea
f. a recognition by those who had been blessed in material possessions of their obligation under the gospel
to share with those who had not been so blessed – the result benefits both the donor and the donee
g. the 9th chapter of 2 Corinthians concludes with these words about this ministry of giving: “For the
ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through
many thanksgivings to God. Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your
obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them
and to all, while they also, by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of
God in you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:12-15)
F. Conclusion
1. fellowship: it isn’t just pot-luck suppers, wonderful as they are; it is the marvellous relationship we have
with God, our Father, with Jesus Christ, His Son, and all of our brothers and sisters in Christ, engaged
together in progress of the gospel
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