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Speak the Simple Truth
Simply Speak the Truth
Say What You Mean, Mean What You Say

Introduction
1. Patience
a. that is what James has been discussing in the preceding verses
b. the enduring under suffering – primarily that suffering which is the result of persecution on account of
standing up for Jesus Christ
c. but, obviously, this virtue should spill over into the other parts of our lives – into facing difficulties in
general, and everyday problems
d. that we accept them and surmount them in victory
e. well, I had a chance to put this into practice Friday… and I blew it!
2. A 15-Minute Plumbing Job
a. you guys will know what I’m talking about
b. the hot water tap in the kitchen was dripping – it was a very slow drip, not all that much – but there it
was, a puddle in the sink
c. so, before sitting down to write this message and finish the lesson for the adult Bible class, I thought I
would take 15 minutes or so, and see it the problem was just some grit in the cartridge
d. it’s an easy job – there are shut off taps under the sink – just turn them off, take off the handle, undo
the retaining nut, and pull out the cartridge – clean it and reinstall
e. Maureen had printed out the parts list already, so it was very clear
f. there is no such thing as a 15-minute plumbing job!
g. first the shut-off tap leaked when you turned it off – mop up time
h. then getting off the handles – finally figured out how
i. take off the retaining nut – oops! one on the hot water was totally corroded, that on the cold was in
perfect shape
j. after a couple of hours of switching parts, left to right and vice-versa, looking in the barn for some

temporary parts, determined that I needed a new cartridge and retaining nut for the hot water side
k. where can I buy these replacement parts? searched the manufacturer’s web-site, but it didn’t list any
stores – so searched the web-sites of all the hardware-type stores looking for one that handled this make
of faucet, and came up empty – went back to the manufacturer’s web-site and got the phone number
of customer service at the Mississauga office and phoned them
l. ‘Dial the extension of the person you want; press number sign for the company directory; zero for
general mailbox.’ – end of message
m. that did it! – I left a very cross and cranky message – and had to call back to give my name and
telephone number – as I said, I blew it!
n. no response: of course not – general mailboxes do nor return calls
o. called the head office number in B. C. and they kindly connected me to the right person in Mississauga
– the parts are coming Monday
p. but I didn’t swear! – however, I didn’t show very much patience
3. James 5:12 says, “But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other
oath; but your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.”
B.

Swear Means More Than One Thing
1. Vulgar Language
a. every parent knows this problem
b. there is the language that children hear on the street, on the radio and on television, and then try it out
at home – sometimes for its shock value – sometimes innocently
c. but we have to teach them that those are things that we do not say
d. it’s what most of us learned as children and we seek to pass it on
e. as we grew up we were exposed to more variations of the same thing: with dirty jokes and an
understanding of what the words meant
f. and the Bible has something to say about the use of such vulgar language and speech: ‘3 But immorality
or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there
must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.’

(Ephesians 5:3-4)
g. but James is not referring here to vulgar language
2. Profane Language
a. is speech that treats as common that which is sacred or deserving of respect, reverence and awe
b. in its most common form it is using the names of God or Jesus without thought as a means of expressing
any strong emotion such as anger
c. another form is cursing, the calling of God’s judgement upon a person even if the name of God or Jesus
is not specifically used
d. some of this has crept even into the church such as in the frequent and frivolous interjection into our
speech of such a phrase as ‘O my God’
e. of this, too, God has something to say in His word: ‘You shall not take the name of the Lord your God
in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.’ (Exodus 20:7) – a
command that between the OT and NT the Jews began to take so seriously that they would not even say
that sacred Name, which we think was to be pronounced Yahweh, or even use the word God
f. but James is not referring here to profane language, although it is one instance of where profane
language can occur; he is speaking about…
C.

Taking an Oath
1. What Is an Oath?
a. in its broadest form, an oath is the solemn statement that a person will carry out what they are about
to say or to promise, and should they fail, with either the implied or stated result that God punish them
b. one of the first instances of such an oath is the covenant between Jacob and his uncle Laban in Genesis
31:48-49, ‘48 Laban said, “This heap is a witness between you and me this day.” Therefore it was named
Galeed, 49 and Mizpah, for he said, “May the Lord watch between you and me when we are absent one
from the other.”’
c. now that sound nice and pious, but it is an oath meaning, ‘May the Lord punish the one who breaks this
covenant between us.’
d. a strong division exists among Christians on the matter of taking oaths

(A)

some, on the basis of this passage along with what we read in Matthew 5:33-37, the sermon on
the mount, believe firmly that they should never take an oath
(B) the law in some countries has been amended to permit them to substitute a phrase such as, ‘I
affirm that …’
(C) included among such Christians are the Anabaptists and their followers, the Quakers, the
Mennonites, and others
(D) but a consideration of the whole counsel of God – which is why we also read the passage from
Matthew 23:16-22 – leads me to believe that both Jesus and James were not talking about oaths
as are, for example, administered in law courts – nor would any Jew listening to them have
understood thee words in that fashion
e. let me point out the reasons why …
2. James Is Not Speaking of All Oaths
a. God Himself Used Oaths
(A) ‘The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, “You are a priest forever According to the order
of Melchizedek.”’ (Psalms 110:4) and
(B) ‘16 …, “By Myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not
withheld your son, your only son, 17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your
seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall
possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice.”’ (Genesis 22:16-18)
(C) and Hebrews 6:13, 16, the Holy Spirit inspired commentary on this uses the example of men’s
oaths to show the confirmation the oath of God’s gave: ‘13 For when God made the promise to
Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself, … 16 For men swear by
one greater than themselves, and with them an oath given as confirmation is an end of every
dispute.’
(D) but, you may argue, that is God – it’s different for Him
b. Jesus Spoke Under Oath
(A) ‘62 The high priest stood up and said to Him, “Do You not answer? What is it that these men are

(B)
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testifying against You?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by
the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him,
“You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see The Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”’ (Matthew 26:62-64) – the high
priest put Him under oath – adjured Him
Jesus, our example, spoke under that oath
Used Oaths – a couple of selected examples
‘For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 1:8)
‘But I call God as witness to my soul, that to spare you I did not come again to Corinth.’ (2
Corinthians 1:23)

3. Solemn Oaths Have a Purpose
a. Oaths Remind Us of the Ultimate Judge
(A) in a court of law, or in the swearing in of someone for office, the administration of an oath, usually
over a Bible as God’s word, is a visible and audible reminder that behind any earthly judge there
is God Himself, the great and perfect Judge
(B) a court deals with life and death matters, the oath reminds all that God, to whom they will answer,
is a God of truth and justice
b. ‘Render unto Caesar’
(A) there is a distinction between the kingdom of this world, and the kingdom of God
(B) the sermon on the mount was the manifesto of Christ’s kingdom
(C) pious Jews in the OT would bow before a foreign ruler, but not before the foreign gods
(D) so Christians should subject themselves by oaths that are required and administered by civil
authorities,
c. James words, as were Jesus’, on this is that Christ’s disciples are to be known for …
D.

Telling the Truth
1. Not by Heaven, Not by…
a. in the legalistic theology of Christ’s day, the various oaths that were used can be considered ‘the fine

b.

c.
d.

e.

print in their speech—{2}.’
as you can see by those words in Matthew 23:16-22, the religious rulers had worked out a careful
scheme of how you could give an oath as to the truth of some statement, or a promise respecting some
deal in business – a covenant or contract – and not keep the promise of the truth, without having
committed perjury
oaths became for them, not a means of the truth, but a way to lie
some Jews on becoming Christians would carry along with them this habit – sanctification, the changing
of our lives into the image of Christ is not instantaneous but a life-long pursuit – so James reminds that
the setting aside of this habit is of first importance
‘But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; …’ ...
that is the first part of our text

2. Let Yes Mean Yes; and No, No
a. that is the second part of our text
b. simply tell the truth
c. the use of an oath in order to affirm one’s truthfulness, raises the question as to why such an oath
should be needed
(A) the puritan Matthew Henry made a comment on this subject, which I will bring into its equivalent
in modern English
(B) ‘An oath is a medicine, which assumes there is a disease.—{3}.’
(C) or, to put it more plainly, when you regularly use oaths in your speech, it strongly suggests that
most of the time you are lying!
d. the solution then, if people don’t believe what you say –
(A) perhaps you are given to exaggeration
(B) perhaps you like to embellish the truth with some colour
(C) perhaps you hide a fatal lie behind a little half-truth
(D) for all these and other habits, you need to start speaking the truth
(E) it may not be easy; it may take a while, but eventually it should be that people recognize in you
a person who speaks the truth

e. for the Christian, this is important: we represent the One who is the Truth – ‘But above all, my brethren,
… your yes is to be yes, and your no, no, …’ – that is the second part of our text
E. Facing the Judge
1. Judgement Begins With Us
a. this is a little taught truth from the word of God these days
b. most heresy is unbalanced truth – and the unbalanced truth of today in both liberal and evangelical
churches is the love of God preached to such an extent as to deny His holiness, His justice, and His wrath
– all are swept away under His love: but that simply is not the truth
c. 1 Peter 4:15-18 has this to say on the subject, ‘15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer,
or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be
ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of
God? 18 and if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless man and
the sinner?’
d. so James concludes our text with words of warning: ‘… so that you may not fall under judgment.’ – we
said that James was not speaking specifically of profane language – that is the breaking of the third
commandment, ‘Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain’ – but nevertheless, the casual
and careless giving of one’s oath, without any thought of carrying it out, is just one way in which that
commandment can be broken – such talkers will not be held guiltless
2. Truth Matters to God
a. upon Israel’s return from exile, God spoke through Zechariah, 8:14-17 – “14 For thus says the Lord
of hosts, ‘Just as I purposed to do harm to you when your fathers provoked Me to wrath,’ says the Lord
of hosts, ‘and I have not relented, 15 so I have again purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem
and to the house of Judah. Do not fear! 16 These are the things which you should do: speak the truth
to one another; judge with truth and judgment for peace in your gates. 17 Also let none of you devise
evil in your heart against another, and do not love perjury; for all these are what I hate,’ declares the
Lord.’”

b. let us not practise what God hates
F. Jesus Christ
1. Is the Example
a. ‘21 … since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 who
committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile
in return; …’ (1 Peter 2:21-23)
b. in the sins of the mouth – lying is one – He is our model to follow
2. Is the Saviour
a. do you find lying, exaggerating, a problem? – many of us do
b. Jesus died to be our Saviour from guilt of our sins; and He rose again to be our Saviour from the
domination of our sins
c. simply speak the truth: let your yes be yes, your no be no
(A) anything more is including the fine print
(B) seek to live out truth in His strength
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2. A interesting point of view express by Rev’d. John Telgren in his message, ‘Read the Fine Print,’ – Kerux
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3. Matthew Henry: ‘An oath is a physic, which supposeth a disease.’

