No congregational handout; outline sermon text follows
—{1}.

A.

Isaiah 52:13–53:12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Man of Sorrows”

Introduction
1. Christ’s Death Is Prophesied
a. with tremendous clarity in two OT passages
b. one of those is Psalm 22, from which we took our call to worship that began our service today – the
Psalm which begins with the verse that Jesus cried out upon the cross: ‘My God, my God, why have You
forsaken me? …’ (Psalm 22:1a)
c. the other is Isaiah 52:13-53:12 which we read earlier and forms our text for today.
d. Jewish interpreters applies this text to the nation of Israel, or to the faithful remnant of Israel
e. Liberal theology claims evangelicals read back into Isaiah’s words things never said because of our
Christian beliefs
f. both of these views we could spend our time refuting from the chapters in Isaiah from which we have
been preaching
g. but this morning I am content but to rest my application of these words to the death of Christ based
upon
2. The Testimony of the New Testament
a. there are many passages referring to the dying work of Jesus that make use of the language of this
passage
(A) as 53:5 in Romans 4:25a, ‘He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, …’
(B) as 53:5-6 in 1 Peter 2:24-25a, ‘and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. For you were
continually straying like sheep, …’
(C) or as 53:11 in Romans 5:18-19 which we will read later
b. to these we can add such specific quotations in the NT as
(A) of 52:15 in Romans 15:20-21, ‘And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was

already named, so that I would not build on another man’s foundation; but as it is written, “they
who had no news of Him shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand.”’
(B) of 53:1 in Romans 10:16 regarding the gospel of Christ, ‘However, they did not all heed the good
news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?”’
(C) of 53:4 in Matthew 8:17, ‘This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “he
himself took our infirmities and carried away our diseases.”’
(D) of 53:7-8 in Acts 8:32-33, ‘Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: “He was
led as a sheep to slaughter; and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he does not open his
mouth. In humiliation his judgment was taken away; who will relate his generation? For his life
is removed from the earth.”’ being read by the Ethiopian eunuch and from which Philip then
preached Jesus.
c. these by no means exhaust the list, but I will stop there: they are more than sufficient to show that the
Holy Spirit who inspired Isaiah’s prophecy was foretelling Christ’s work.
3. Our Text is a Song of Five Stanzas
a. Astonishing Servant
52:13-15
b. Rejected of Men
53:1-3
c. Bearer of Sin
53:4-6
d. Unjustly Executed
53:7-9
e. Successful Saviour
53:10-12
f. You can compare my translation made about with that of the NAS translation which is on the overhead.
B.

Astonishing Servant
52:13-15
1. Behold, my servant shall be prudent; he shall be high, and lifted up, and exalted exceedingly. Just as many
were awestruck on account of you, so his appearance was a disfigurement beyond that of a man, and his
form beyond that of the sons of mankind. So shall he sprinkle many nations; on account of him, kings shall
shut their mouths; for, that which had not been related to them, they shall see and that which they had
not heard, they shall consider diligently.

2. Jesus Christ is the astonishing servant ... because …
a. He came not as a prince as expected, but born in a stable of a poor branch of King David’s descendants
b. He lived in the despised city of Nazareth in Galilee
c. despite facing death, He set His face to go to Jerusalem
d. he would be exalted, yes; but exalted on a cross
e. of the very brutality of the way He was put to death so his human body was disfigured
f. Jesus, put to death in a backwater province of the Empire, turned the world upside down within a few
years
g. kings and nations have recognized Him as Lord
C.

Rejected of Men
53:1-3
1. Who has believed in our message, and unto whom has the arm of Yahweh been revealed? For he shall have
sprung up as a sapling in his presence and as a root from a land of drought; he had no form, neither
splendour, that we should look at him, nor good appearance that we should delight in him. He was
despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men
hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
2. Christ Is Yahweh’s Holy Arm; His revealed power
a. last week, considering Isaiah 51:9 and 52:10, we stated that the holy arm of Yahweh is Jesus Christ,
citing the example in Hebrews 1:3, ‘And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of
His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high’
b. but we did so also in anticipation of this verse, Isaiah 53:1
c. ‘No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.’ (John 1:18 AV) – Christ is the revelation of Yahweh’s arm
d. and he was not believed nor recognized, ‘He came to His own, and those who were His own did not
receive Him.’ (John 1:11)
3. Christ’s Coming Was Unspectacular

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

D.
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For not with swords loud clashing Nor roll of stirring drums– with deeds of love and mercy the
heavenly kingdom comes
not what the Jews expected and desired; not the
He came with a message involving not revolution against Rome’s power but the against the power of sin
in the heart
proclaiming a kingdom formed not by political power, but by the power of God’s Holy Spirit that man
be born again
so He was despised by religious rulers; forsaken by early disciples; rejected by most of the people. Yet,
He is the …

Bearer of Sin
53:4-6
1. But indeed, our sicknesses he has carried; and our pains, he has borne; but we esteemed him stricken,
smitten of God and afflicted. But, he was pierced because of our transgression, he was crushed because
of our iniquities; the chastening making us whole was upon him; and with his beating, there is healing for
us. All we like sheep have wandered about; we are each turned to his own way; and Yahweh has caused
to fall upon him the iniquities of all of us.
2. He and We Are in Sharp Contrast:
a. all the while man was
(A) rejecting Him and despising Him
(B) considering that God was punishing Him
(C) thinking they were doing God a favour by killing Him
(D) yet, lost and dying, were like sheep wandering further and further away from God
b. in all that while, everything that Jesus Christ did
(A) His teaching of the truth
(B) His revelation of the Father God to His followers
(C) His miracles and compassion for those suffering
(D) His being made to be a sin-offering for mankind, though He Himself was without sin (2 Corinthians
5:21)

c. was done for the benefit of all who would believe
E. Unjustly Executed
53:7-9
1. He was treated harshly, and he was afflicted continually, but he did not open his mouth; like the sheep
being conducted to the slaughtering and like a ewe before her shearers is dumb, so he did not open his
mouth. He was taken away by coercion and by judgement; his generation, who has considered it? For he
was cut off from the land of the living; he had a plague on account of the transgression of my people. His
grave was put with the criminals and with the rich in his death; although he had done no wrong, neither
was there any treachery in his mouth.
2. the Lamb of God
a. ‘The next day ©John the Baptistª saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!”’ (John 1:29)
b. willingly the Creator God, incarnate as Jesus of Nazareth, born of a woman, born under the law that he
might redeem those who are under the law – He who could have called ten thousand angels – willingly
He allowed them to crucify Him
c. all those bulls and goats and sheep and birds that were slain over the centuries in the tabernacle, could
not remove even the smallest sin, except that they were offered in obedient faith and as they looked
forward to this perfect Lamb of God
d. so Jesus was a sacrifice
3. His death was unjust
a. Pilate and Herod examined Him and could find no fault
b. it was jealousy that motivated the religious rulers
c. the trial itself was illegal; the witnesses manifestly false for even their testimony did not agree the one
with the other
d. in the days before, try what tricks they may, none of them could convict Jesus of sin
4. But He was Judicially Executed

a. in verse 8, I used the word ‘plague’ in place of ‘stroke’ (NAS) or ‘stricken’ (AV); it is a word used of
divine punishment, as when the children of Israel disobeyed in the wilderness: he took the plague that
mankind suffers from on account of sin
b. it was an unjust execution, and yet an execution satisfying the justice and wrath of God against my sin
and your sin
c. through it Jesus was proven to be the …
F. Successful Saviour
53:10-12
1. But Yahweh was pleased to crush him, he made him sick; then thou shall make his soul a trespass-offering.
He shall see offspring. He shall prolong days. The will of God shall prosper by his hand. He shall see the
fruit of the labour of his soul: he shall be fully satisfied; by knowing him my righteous servant shall justify
many and the punishment of their iniquities shall he bear. Therefore I shall apportion to him with the great
and with the mighty shall he divide the plunder, because that he poured out his soul to death; and with the
transgressors he was numbered but he bore the sin of many and for transgressors he will make entreaty.
2. God so loved the world
a. at the cost of His own, eternal, one of a kind, unique Son
b. He made provision for the sin that plagues mankind
c. He is pleased in the obedience of the Son in carrying out His eternal will and His eternal plan of salvation
d. the work of salvation is complete and successful
e. Jesus, having suffered, as a woman suffers bearing a child, sees the result – redeemed men and women
– as He arises from the dead, is seated on high in heaven; and He is satisfied
f. ‘Tis done, the great transaction’s done, I am my Lord’s and He is mine—{3}.
g. as Paul sums it up in Romans 5:17-19, ‘For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the
one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in
life through the One, Jesus Christ. So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation
to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men. For
as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of
the One the many will be made righteous.” (Romans 5:17-19)

G.

Conclusion
1. the Son of God, Messiah-Christ came in accordance with the promise of God and the prophecies of Scripture
a. but, astonishingly, though He worked great works and taught as no other man, He was not recognized
b. the great Creator of man, coming to earth as a man, making His lot among man, was rejected by man
c. but all this was that He should be the Sin-Bearer, that God could be both Just and Justifier of those who
believe in Christ
d. His death was an execution, an unjust execution, and yet by that execution, punishment of our sin was
justly carried out
e. But He rose from the Dead, His work approved by the Father and our Saviour was established as both
Lord and Christ
2. so now you who in simple faith receive Him as Saviour are ready for the promise of Hebrews 9:28, ‘so
Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation
without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.’ – not as the Suffering Servant but as Triumphant
King
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