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A.

Isaiah 45:18-25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Righteousness for the World

Introduction
1. Last week we looked at the subject Righteousness for Israel
a. prophesied in verses Isaiah 45:8-17
b. of how God will use Cyrus his servant
c. in order to bring righteousness, in the sense of justice and righting of wrongs, to His people, Israel
d. by freeing them from the land of bondage, Babylon
e. by returning them to the land of promise
f. ending with verse 17, “Israel has been saved by the Lord With an everlasting salvation; You will not be
put to shame or humiliated To all eternity.” – though still in the future, it is expressed as being finished
since God has promised it
g. with this verse, written ca 700BC there comes a transition
(A) from the deliverance in a 538BC by Cyrus’ decree, to an eternal and never-ending deliverance
(B) from a salvation of national bondage in Babylon, to a salvation from spiritual bondage of sin
(C) from God executing righteousness, justice for the Jews; to God bringing righteousness, a right
standing with Himself
(D) from Israel the political nation, to the Israel of God
2. so in today’s passage, the framework changes
a. from the national to the cosmic-al
b. from the nation to the world
c. from God’s elective love of Israel as the chosen people as found in Deuteronomy 7:7 The Lord did not
set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you
were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to
your forefathers…
d. to God’s elective love of the church of believers as found in John 3:16, For God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life. (AV)
e. God loved His creation, Israel; God loved His creation, man

3. this is a work that God does Himself:
a. God Reveals Himself, verses 18-19
b. God Invites Man to Himself, verses 20-22
c. God Promises by Himself, verses 23-25
B.

God Reveals Himself
1. Through His Creative Work – verse18: For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (He is the God who
formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, but formed it to be
inhabited), “I am the Lord, and there is none else.”
a. that He is powerful – created the heavens … established it
(A) The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. (Psalms 19:1
AV)
(B) for those who have eyes to see, ears to hear, and the will to understand, when they look upon the
beauty and the intricacy of the universe, will see the hand of the One who designed it to the finest
detail
(C) God reveals in the universe that He is powerful
b. that He is purposeful – did not create it a waste place
(A) Tohu is the Hebrew word rendered ‘waste place’
(B) it is the same word found in Genesis 1:2, ‘and the earth was tohu and void’
(C) but it wasn’t God’s intention to leave it tohu, without form, a place of desolation, a waste place
(D) God made the earth to be inhabited; this earth is a mankind-earth, shaped particularly for man
(E) God reveals in the universe that He is purposeful
c. that He is without parallel – He is THE God
(A) Yahweh, Israel’s God who is identical to the Christian’s God, is the true God; the one true God
(B) the universe does not show a diverse set of rules as you move your examination of it from one
place to another – as though there were a multiplicity of gods, each one doing his or her own thing
– but a cohesive set of interdependent laws established by this one God – this is what permits
science to operate
(C) God reveals in the universe that ‘there is no one else’

2. Through His People Israel – verse 19: “I have not spoken in secret, In some dark land; I did not say to the
offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in a waste place’; I, the Lord, speak righteousness, Declaring things that are
upright.”
a. but the wordless revelation of nature falls short in revealing Him to be a loving, personal God
b. that revelation came in words through Jacob’s seed, Israel, a revelation that shows His nature and His
purposes
(A) consider the ways in which God provided that this nation should know His revelation
(1) He gave them the law, wisdom to rule the nation
(2) He sent His prophets, rising up early and warning
(3) He gave them inspired Scriptures, His oracles
(4) and instructions to pass these to their children
c. He is the God of revelation
(A) the occult loves the dark, God’s is an affair of light
(B) the offspring of Jacob was not asked to seek their God in tohu, in some waste place, in some dark
cave
(C) He is a righteous God; all of His acts and words are open to the full light of day, that all may hear
(D) Jesus, as the Son of God, is the same; before the high priest, “Jesus answered him, ‘I have spoken
openly to the world; I always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come
together; and I spoke nothing in secret.’” (John 18:20)
d. and this revelation was given to this nation for a purpose: to prepare the nation and the world for the
Saviour, Jesus
C.

God Invites Man to Himself
1. To Refuse is Foolish – verse 20: “Gather yourselves and come; Draw near together, you fugitives of the
nations; They have no knowledge, Who carry about their wooden idol And pray to a god who cannot save.”
a. there are two groups of mankind to be found here
(A) the first, those susceptible to the invitation
(B) the second, those who are hardened against coming
b. to those who are susceptible – gather, come, draw near

(A)
(B)

to the fugitives, escapees from God’s judgements
judgements coming from the nations that God has raised up against nation, such as Cyrus to
Babylon
(C) judgements of catastrophes and sickness
(D) to these escapees this invitation is given
c. and as an encouragement to accept the invitation they are presented with the example of the hardened
(A) those who carry about an idol of their own making
(B) that the foolishness of such an act may induce others to pay attention to God’s invitation
(C) because there is no salvation to be found elsewhere
2. There is No Alternative – verse 21: “Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together.
Who has announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, the Lord? And there is no
other God besides Me, A righteous God and a Saviour; There is none except Me.”
a. the invitation to the escapees of the heathen to ‘declare and set forth you case’ is that they come and
talk to God
b. it is similar to that given to Israel in Isaiah 1:18, “‘Come now, and let us reason together,’ Says the Lord,
‘Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They
will be like wool.’”
c. then the idea of the last part of the previous verse – that all the gods established by men as gods are
unable to save – is built upon to leave no doubt that Yahweh He is God
d. He alone is Righteous, He alone is Just, in its fullest sense
e. for this reason He also is Saviour
f. that He can be, as Paul expresses it, ‘just and justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.’ (Romans
3:26b)
3. R. S. V. P. – verse 22: “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no
other.”
a. and now the invitation is repeated and demands a response for the responsibility is now put upon man
– turn to Me
b. verse 14 says that people from Egypt and Ethiopia and Seba would come to Israel acknowledge their

God as the only true God.
c. using OT phrases, the heathen are invited to come and to accept the God of Israel as their own, to follow
the example of Ruth the young Moabite widow who said to her Jewish mother-in-law, Naomi: “16b …
where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your
God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. …” (Ruth 1:16b-17a)
d. the command is turn to Me – the implication is to face Him, to look at Him – and the picture is the same
as when the plague came upon the Israelites for their disobedience, that a brazen serpent was set up
on a pole and people were saved by looking at it; which Jesus applied to Himself: “14 As Moses lifted
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes
will in Him have eternal life.’ (John 3:14-15)
e. turning the Jesus, the Son of God, in faith is the way to salvation and eternal life
D.

God Promises by Himself
1. The Oath He Has Taken – verse 23: “I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth from My mouth in
righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear allegiance.”
a. the form of an oath taken by Himself, is that given in Numbers 14:28, ‘... as I live, says the Lord, ...’
and since He is eternally alive, the promise is eternally true
b. this promise, too, is fulfilled in Jesus Christ as found in Philippians 2:10-11, “10 so that at the name of
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
c. but it is a double-edged promise, for the question is not whether a person will confess Jesus Christ is
Lord, but when and how
(A) will it be in this life so that he or she receives salvation?
(B) or will it be in the next life while facing condemnation?
2. The Two Choices – verse 24: “They will say of Me, ‘Only in the Lord are righteousness and strength.’ Men
will come to Him, And all who were angry at Him will be put to shame.”
a. the sense is essentially that God alone is the source of salvation – “let it be known to all of you and to
all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead – by this name this man stands here before you in good health. … And there is

salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by
which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:10, 12)
b. Those choosing to believe in Jesus to save them from sin
(A) will find in the Lord justification: true righteousness, being accounted worthy to have fellowship
with God
(B) will find in the Lord sanctification; true strength, the working of the Holy Spirit to live a life pleasing
to God
c. Those unbelieving, the other choice; the default face shame
3. The Outcome of Acceptance – verse 25: “In the Lord all the offspring of Israel Will be justified and will
glory.”
a. in this verse, the phrase ‘the offspring (or seed) of Israel’
(A) differs from the phrase ‘the offspring (or seed) of Jacob’ as found in verse 19 where it refers to
those descended from Jacob according to the flesh, his natural offspring
(B) for the subject in these verses is salvation, not just the salvation of the Jews, but of the escapees
from the pagan world – to those spoken of in 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, “9 For they themselves
report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols
to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the
dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.”
(C) so it refers not to the historical entity Israel – for they did not repent; indeed many cried out,
‘crucify Him!’ – but the Israel of God which consists of a remnant according to the election of grace
of the true believers in the nation of Israel, as increased in multitude by the addition of those from
the Gentiles who likewise believed in Jesus Christ and by His work are justified
b. what is it to be justified? ... to receive this justification
(A) justification is the necessary action of God whereby He deals with the sinfulness of a man, woman
or child
(B) sin which is our inheritance as the offspring of Adam
(C) sin needing removal for us to have a relationship with this loving, but holy, God
(D) and that is how God’s plan was to bring righteousness to the world

E. Conclusion
1. there is another blessing to this Israel of God
a. that they will be able to glory in the Lord, to boast themselves in God, is to acknowledge by word and
action that everything they are or have is of God, and thus giving glory to God in practice
b. the first of 107 questions in the Westminster Shorter Catechism of 1648 is ‘What is the chief end of
man?’
c. and the answer given is ‘Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever’ and to prove that
answer the catechism gives quite a number of verses of which I shall quote two, from the AV as the
catechism used:
(A) that we are to glorify God, Revelation 4:11, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour
and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”(AV)
(B) that we are to enjoy God, Psalm 144:15, “Happy is that people, that is in such a case: yea, happy
is that people, whose God is the Lord.” (AV)
2. and between these are all the spiritual blessings in the heavenlies which accrue to those who are in Christ
a. and, by the way, the second question in the catechism is ‘What rule hath God given to direct us how we
may glorify and enjoy Him?’ to which the answer is given, ‘The Word of God, which is contained in the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy
Him.’ – and you can think on that!
b. but now let us take this opportunity to give glory to God for what He has done in Christ to being
righteousness to the world; to us; to you; to me
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