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Sermon Notes & References
“Introducing, Isaiah!”
2 Chronicles 32:32 (also, 2 Chronicles 26:22, Isaiah 1:1)
April 19, 2009
A. Introduction:
1. Isaiah! ... Messiah
2. what about those ‘lost’ books in the Bible? A
B. Isaiah: the Man
1. Jewish traditions – of limited value B

D. Isaiah: the Nation & the Peoples
1. the kings of Judah, and the events in the surrounding nations
2. God’s purpose in history F
3. Assyria & Tiglath-pileser III G
E. Application of the lessons in Isaiah H

2. the time and place of Isaiah’s ministry
3. Isaiah’s immediate family C
C. Isaiah: the Message, Mission and Ministry
1. connection of his name with his message
2. Isaiah’s mission: his call D
3. Isaiah’s ministry: his outlook E

A
B
C
D
E

Compare Isaiah 36-39 with 2 Kings 18:13–20:19
Possible reference in Hebrews 11:37
Isaiah 7:3, 8:3
Isaiah 6:1-8
Isaiah 6:9-11, 48:18

Questions for further study
A. What purposes of God in history do you discover in
1. the history of Adam & Eve, Genesis 1-3?
2. the history of Noah, Genesis 6-9?
3. the covenants with Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, Genesis 12, 15, 17,
26:23-33, 28:10-22, etc.?
B. Consider the letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3:
1. how do they parallel the messages of the prophets to Israel?
2. how do they speak to the deficiencies today in the church and in
believers?
F
G
H

Genesis 11:4, 12:2-3; Deuteronomy 4:5-8, Isiaiah43:10, 12
John 18:36
2 Corinthians 10:4

—{1}.—{2}.

A.

2 Chronicles 32:32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Introducing, Isaiah!

Isaiah! Messiah!
1. hearing the one name we responsively think of the other
a. Isaiah is the prophet of Messiah, par excellence
b. but
(A) who was the man?
(B) what were his times like?
(C) why did he have this extraordinary message?
(D) how did people respond to his ministry?
c. let us introduce the man with this text – Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and his deeds of devotion,
behold, they are written in the vision of Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, in the Book of the Kings
of Judah and Israel. (2 Chronicles 32:32); and, to this text, let me add two more:
(A) 2 Chronicles 26:22 – Now the rest of the acts of Uzziahj, first to last, the prophet Isaiah, the son
of Amoz,j has written.
(1) Amoz – not to be confused with the prophet, Amos, a name with quite different Hebrew spelling
(2) Uzziah – more formally called Azariah, and the relation of the two is clearer in Hebrew than it
is in English (e.g., cf., Hank and Henry, etc.)
(B) The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah and Jerusalem, which he saw during the
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. (Isaiah 1:1)
d. now, before looking further at Isaiah, there is a question which arises from these texts that you may
have asked yourself as you have read your Bible, especially the OT
2. Where is this book that is being spoken about?
a. you will come across titles such as ‘Book of Jasher’, ‘Book of the Wars of the Lord’ and the prophecy of
Enoch
(A) even in cases where quotes are made such as the ‘Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel’
we cannot find the item referred to in the ‘canonical’ Bible book
(B) any writings that have been discovered with such names have proven to be blatantly and obviously
false

b. so, have we lost part of the Bible?
(A) the answer is positively not!
c. the writers of the Bible used written and other sources
(A) Luke specifically says that this was his method
(B) 1 & 2 Chronicles specifically name 15 such sources
(C) the historical books of the OT, the former prophets as they are called in the Hebrew, also use such
sources
(D) the historical books, in particular, were written over a period of time, after the fact, as can be seen
by statements of something ‘still being there to this day’
(E) the first book of Chronicles, in the opening chapters covers events to the end of OT times, before
returning to cover the history in more detail
d. from this we learn about inspiration by the Holy Spirit
(A) this may come as direct verbal communication
(B) but another aspect is that as the writers were led by that Holy Spirit of truth to preserve truth so
that as they used various records and sources, they used some, and they discarded others
(C) A further aspect of inspiration is that for both the OT and NT, those writings inspired by the Holy
Spirit were generally accepted as Scripture and used from earliest days and continually thereafter
– they were both sent forth and saved (even when, like Jeremiah, they were not popular and some
sought to destroy them).
e. so we have not lost any part of God’s Scriptures
f. and so, if a writing should now be found, ostensibly and apparently by Paul, would we accept it? ... no,
since it does not follow the pattern of how the Spirit works
3. so while our text 2 Chronicles 32:32 presents no such problem
a. you will find a detailed section in the life of King Hezekiah
b. with some omissions and some changes in wording
c. in both our book of second Kings 18:13 through 20:19
d. and in the book of Isaiah, chapters 36 through 39
e. however, the book mentioned in 2 Chronicles 26:22 written by Isaiah on the acts of Uzziah, is not to
be found

f. I took this side trip because the importance of recognizing the inspiration of Scripture; but now, let us
return to …
B.

Isaiah: the Man
1. there doesn’t seem to be any shortage of Jewish traditions
a. mainly without foundation and to be lightly considered
b. one is that he was of royal family with his father, Amos, being a brother of King Amaziah, the father of
Uzziah
(A) but, though his language is majestic
(B) though he seems to have had ready access to the king,
(C) and though he prophesies of the royal Messiah
(D) there is not a shred of evidence to this tradition
c. his death is related in the Midrash and elsewhere
(A) that he was slain by Manasseh whose early reign is described by Josephus as being ‘… so hardy
as to defile the temple of God, and the city, and the whole country; for, by setting out from a
contempt of God, he barbarously slew all the righteous men that were among the Hebrews; nor
would he spare the prophets, for he every day slew some of them, till Jerusalem was overflown
with blood.’—{3}.
(B) so it is said that Manasseh had Isaiah sawn asunder , and to this, Hebrews 11:37 may point: They
{referring to the heroes of faith} were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they
were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute,
afflicted, ill-treated
d. but waving such traditions to one side, let’s look at facts
2. first, the time and place of Isaiah’s ministry
a. it was a long ministry, taking place during the reign of the four kings named: Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and
Hezekiah
b. at the very latest, this began in about 740 BC, the year of the death of Uzziah, and possibly somewhat
earlier
c. at the very least, his ministry in the public forum continued some 39 years until 701 BC, the date of

Hezekiah’s recovery from sickness unto death
d. and, as the introductory title to the book tells us, that ministry was to the people of the southern
kingdom Judah, and more particularly to those of its capital, Jerusalem
e. overlapping with Isaiah’s ministry were that of the prophets Micah (also to the southern kingdom) as well
as Amos and Hosea (both to the northern kingdom, or, Israel).
f. and the character of Isaiah’s ministry of three-fold
(A) it was a written ministry as our text has state
(B) it was a spoken ministry as we shall see in coming days
(C) and, it was a ministry of prayer
3. then, there is Isaiah’s immediate family
a. his father was Amoz of whom we know nothing more
b. we are told of his wife who is called a prophetess in 8:3
(A) this may have been just an honorific term given to her as the wife of a recognized prophet
(B) on the other hand, though we are not told of any specific prophetic ministry that she had, the same
term is used of Miriam, Deborah and Huldah who each exercised the prophetic gift.
c. and Isaiah and his wife had two sons
(A) 7:3 tells of his first son, named Shear-jashub, or, ‘a remnant shall return’ presumably at God’s
command
(B) 8:3 of the second, ‘Then the Lord said to me, “Name him Maher-shalal-hash-baz;”’ or ‘haste you
to the spoil’
(C) so I don’t know how popular Isaiah was at home, with His sons bearing these names – children
often discard the pet names of their parents; just call me ‘Maher’!
(D) but these names were given to illustrate the message that Isaiah bore to Judah
(E) maybe that is why Isaiah’s wife is called a prophetess in that she bore these prophetically named
children!
d. though knowing little of Isaiah’s personal life – much less, e.g., than of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel –
we can say of him, revising Marshall McLuhan’s phrase to ‘the man is the message’: Isaiah is best
described by the message he bore

C.

Isaiah: the Message, Mission, and Ministry
1. the name of Isaiah means ‘salvation of Yah’ or Jehovah
a. Isaiah seems to have been conscious of the name he bore
(A) with two of his favourite words being, in English, ‘he shall save’ and ‘salvation’
(B) in this book, at what may at first glance seem to be the most inappropriate context Isaiah sounds
the message of salvation – he gives forth the evangelical invitation
b. the message of Isaiah – the man and the book – is the message of salvation just as it is of the Bible as
a whole
c. central to that message is the Christ, the Messiah, the Person of the Suffering Servant, the One who will
redeem the people of God to the Holy One of Israel
d. all this told in words so eloquent and in such beautiful pictures that we cannot but fall in love with this
Subject
e. God revealed his words to the prophet, and the prophet spoke them – only thus could a man predict
details of the Messiah who would follow him by more than 7 centuries—{4}.
2. Isaiah’s mission, his call to speak forth this message
a. is found in chapter 6 which relates Isaiah’s seeing the Lord high and lifted up in the temple
b. when in verse 8 he relates, ‘Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who
will go for Us?”’
c. recording his response, ‘Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!”’
d. there is many a pastor who would have turned from the pastorate and the service of God
(A) being discouraged by the circumstances
(1) and pastors do get discouraged
(2) I draw your attention this morning to a couple whom most of you know – Grover Crosby and
Keith Taylor – set aside for a moment by health – that you bear them up in prayer
(3) and we have also mentioned in recent days others in our fellowship who have suffered
bereavement and setting aside on account of ill health
(4) in the future, when the Lord brings such pastors into your life to minister to you, be sure to give
them encouragement from time to time
(B) yes, pastors can be discouraged by the circumstances

(C)
(D)

and disappointed by the people
were it not for the sure and certain fact that he knows that his calling to ministry is from the mouth
of God
e. this was particularly so for Isaiah given the outlook for …
3. Isaiah’s ministry
a. I wonder how many of the young people in our Bible colleges and seminaries would continue if they had
to have the philosophy of ministry laid out for Isaiah:
b. He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not
understand.’ Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise
they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be
healed.” Then I said, “Lord, how long?” And He answered, “Until cities are devastated and without
inhabitant, Houses are without people And the land is utterly desolate,” (Isaiah 6:9-11)
c. that was to be Isaiah’s outlook for about 40 years
(A) to extend the heart-felt cry of God to His people
(B) seeking to woo them back to Himself, with such tender words as “If only you had paid attention
to My commandments! Then your well-being would have been like a river, And your righteousness
like the waves of the sea.” (Isaiah 48:18)
(C) only to see them fall upon deaf ears that would not hear; on hearts hardened to the voice of God
D.

Isaiah: the Nation & the Peoples
1. The ministry of Isaiah spanned four kings of Judah
a. the events of their history is recorded in 2 Kings 15–21, and 2 Chronicles 26–32; a story of spiritual
decline
b. it was during this period that the 10 northern tribes were taken into captivity by Assyria under Tiglathpileser, Shalmanezer and Sargon: first the tribes east of Jordan, then the northern, finally those around
Samaria I
c. a ready object lesson to the people of Judah; but ignored
d. yet Judah was spared for another century that God’s purposes for His chosen nation might be
I

1 Chronicles 5:26, 2 Kings 15:29, 17:6, 18:11

accomplished, that a remnant should be purified and return until Messiah should come, Jesus of
Nazareth, the true Israel of God.
e. God interposed in the history of the Nation, Israel, and He did so in the history of the peoples, the
Gentiles; what were
2. God’s purposes in history?
a. from creation onward, God has made covenants
(A) statements of his purpose to individuals and nations
(B) with Adam and Eve; with Noah; with the earth in turn
(C) then came Babel and mankind’s mission statement: ‘Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and
a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, otherwise we will
be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.’ (Genesis 11:4)
(D) but God had something to say about that: mankind’s talk was silenced by the confusion of tongues
(E) so God could call one man, Abram, and make him a father of nations, Abraham, to further Gods’
own purpose: ‘And I will make you a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great;
And so you shall be a blessing; And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you
I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.’ (Genesis 12:2-3)
b. and he had a purpose for that nation, too, ‘From among them in the time of Moses God chose one people
to be a nation for His name. It was to be a nation among nations, but one in which the righteousness
of the righteous God would be justly exhibited in the judicial proceeding of the people and in their daily
life.’—{5}.
c. or, God’s covenant with Israel in the promised land given through Moses to Israel: See, I have taught
you statutes and judgments just as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the
land where you are entering to possess it. So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people.’ For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it
as is the Lord our God whenever we call on Him? Or what great nation is there that has statutes and
judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today? (Deuteronomy 4:5-8)
d. and through Isaiah 43:10, 12: ‘You are my witnesses’

3. in Assyria, in the person of Tiglath-pileser III
a. the spirit of Babel had risen anew
b. with a new desire to unite nations into a world kingdom
c. many times throughout its history Israel had yielded to the wooing of the nations, rather than to God’s
plan that they be a separate nation, witnessing to Himself as the true God
d. would they yield again, or would they take the stand, ‘My kingdom is not of this world’ (John 18:36) like
Jesus Christ?
e. this was the national and international situation into which God placed Isaiah, the messenger of His
salvation, to call the people of God, His chosen people, to repentance
E. Application of the lessons in Isaiah
1. in our study of this book of Isaiah
a. we shall seek to avoid speculative interpretations as these:
(A) time-tabling programs of Christ’s second coming
(B) dividing verses between the Jews and the church
b. emphasizing rather, as Paul has done in Ephesians and elsewhere, the essential unity of God’s people
in Christ, whether Jew or Gentile
c. applying the message sent to God’s OT people to warn them, that in like manner we warn God’s NT
people
2. the church, like Israel, though in the world has been chosen
a. we have been called out of the world a special people
b. we have been ordered to separate ourselves
c. we have been told to be witnesses to the world
d. we have been commanded to demonstrate the reality and nature of our God by the love we have one
for another
3. but the church, much like Israel, has often chosen her own way
a. daily, in our lives, we choose the things of this world
b. and too often the church seeks to achieve her purpose by earthly means and methods, forgetting Paul’s

words, ‘the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh’ (2 Cor. 10:4)
c. so, our application will often be as it is this morning
(A) that if we are to see the kingdom of Christ and of God
(B) then we, as the 7 churches in Asia Minor, are called
(1) to repent
(2) to return to our first love, to Jesus Christ
(C) that we may fulfil out heavenly Father’s purpose in us.
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