Communion service, no congregational handout; outline sermon text follows
—{1}.

A.

Ephesians 3:1-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Saved to Serve

Introduction
1. Biographies
a. can form one of the most compelling types of reading
b. because they disclose to us intimate details of a person
c. I recall reading ’Laughter on the Stairs’ and other books
(A) on his gardens by Beverley Nichols
(B) while these described how he transformed rural areas into gardens which became showplaces in
Britain
(C) they also revealed a great deal about the man himself, his passions and interests, his interest in
people
d. so also is another biography of a totally different sort
(A) Augustine’s Confessions written about 400 AD
(B) written not to justify his actions and life
(1) confessing his sin, not an exposure for notoriety or sensationalism
(2) confessing his faith, tracing his spiritual journey
(3) confessing the greatness of the living God
(C) After cataloguing the sins of his youth, he cries out, “Such was my heart, O God, such was my
heart — which thou didst pity even in that bottomless pit.”—{2}.
e. in the Gospels we are reading a biography of Jesus
(A) and as we read them we discover not simply facts about Jesus, words that He spoke, things that
He did
(B) but we find ourselves face to face with the Son of God
2. after the Gospels, in the book of Acts, we read about Paul
a. then also, his epistles to the churches and to his friends
b. we find dropped in here and there

c. autobiographical notes
d. notes which uncover to us what Paul was really like
e. notes which show us that Paul
(A) never ceased to be amazed with fact of his salvation
(B) was never in doubt as to purpose of his salvation
f. Paul knew that he was saved to serve; and so are we – “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
3. In the next few moments I would like to glean some verses from the biographical sections in Acts and in
His epistles to focus on
a. the incentives Paul had to serve
b. the objectives or goals in Paul’s service
c. the character of Paul’s service
B.

Paul’s Incentives to Serve
1. he was amazed by grace
a. he was amazed that Jesus Christ would save him: hear him speak to his friend Timothy: “I thank Christ
Jesus our Lord, who … even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent
aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy … Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among whom I
am foremost of all.” (1 Timothy 1:12-15)
b. he was amazed at the grace that made him a servant
(A) “For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am” (1 Corinthians 15:9-10a)
(B) “… the gospel, of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace which was given
to me according to the working of His power. To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was
given, to preach …” (Ephesians 3:6-8)
2. he heard the command of Jesus the Christ
a. Saul’s conversion to become Paul the believer is recorded in Acts 9, where a disciple called Ananias is
instructed, “… Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings

and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake."” (Acts
9:15-16)
b. later, outside of the temple, in his defence Paul recounted these events to the Jewish mob
c. as he does again some years later, before the governor, Festus, and King Agrippa, “And I said, ‘Who are
You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But get up and stand on your feet;
for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to the things
which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you’” (Acts 26:15-16)
d. Paul never forgot he had been called by Jesus to serve
C.

Paul’s Service Objectives
1. to evangelize the Gentiles
a. We read this morning the first part of Ephesians 3:1-13
(A) verse 1: ‘... I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles –‘
(B) then Paul interrupts himself (a characteristic of Paul’s writing {describe inspiration: inerrant, by
Holy Spirit, God’s truth expressed through human personality, }) with the Gentile mystery, our
subject next Sunday
(C) I read part of verse 8; let me read the whole: “To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ”
b. to reach the unreached: “And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named,
so that I would not build on another man’s foundation; but as it is written, ‘They who had no news of
him shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand.’” (Romans 15:20-21)
c. Paul saw the dreadful plight of mankind, all lost in sin, and yearned to tell them the wonderful news of
Jesus Christ
2. to hear the Master’s ‘well done’
a. “I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:14)
b. and he lived in the assurance of receiving it as should we all: “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me,
but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

D.

Paul’s Character of Service
1. His service was one of dependence upon Jesus Christ
a. dependence over his own ability
(A) “Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our
adequacy is from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5)
(B) “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)
b. independence of his own weakness – “And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power
is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may dwell in me.’” (2 Corinthians 12:9)
2. His service took precedence over his personal feelings
a. over his personal comfort
(A) verse 1: ‘... I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles –’ – Paul could have
sat blaming the Jews, blaming the Romans, blaming God; but no, he saw his situation as part of
being a servant of Christ
(B) at the end of the passage in Ephesians, he says in 3:13, “Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at
my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.”
b. over his personal rights
(A) “… I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of Knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”
(Phil. 3:8)
(B) and in 1 Corinthians 9:1-12 he talks about how he has forgone his rights, concluding ‘...
Nevertheless we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance
to the gospel of Christ.’
c. that was Paul’s attitude, the character of his service

E. Conclusion
1. the history of Paul is relevant to us; it has personal application
a. Paul’s words about his salvation are this: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who

loved me and gave Himself up for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
(A) in Christ Paul had died to himself, to his old life
(B) in Christ and Christ in him gave him new life
(C) that new life was one to be lived to the glory of God
b. The same truth applies to every believer in Christ: “Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ,
keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the
things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ
in God.” (Colossians 3:1-3)
2. what is our response?
a. how do we regard our salvation?
(A) as a mere fire escape from hell?
(B) as a ticket to heaven?
(C) or are we amazed by the grace of God that we were saved and desire to please Him in our service?
b. how do we regard our hardship and suffering?
(A) as a cause of complaint, of asking ‘God, why me?’
(B) as an infringement on our rights, on fairness?
(C) or as the acts of a kindly, heavenly Father who has so placed us that we can give service to His
glory?
c. Oh! that God would speak to each of our hearts this morning that we would seek to service Him more
faithfully
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