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Sermon Notes
Jonah: Pursued by the Hound of Heaven
Jonah 1 — “Shirking”
November 4, 2007
A. Introduction – read Jonah 1:1–16
1. my immediate reaction in hearing about Jonah is …

B. The Nature of Flight from God
1. 1:2-3 – it was 180° away from

2. 1:3, 5, 15 (also 17) – it was 180° away from

3. 1:5 – it was 180° away from
2. Who is this man Jonah? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jonah 1:1
a. he was a
C. The Nature of God’s Pursuit
1. 1:4 – God used the
b. he was son of
2. 1:6-8, 10-11 – God used the

c. he lived

3. how did he respond to God’s command?

3. 1:9-10, 12 – God used his

D. Conclusion – is there a way I have been seeking to flee from God?

—{1}.

A.

Jonah 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Shirking

Introduction - « book outline: Shirking, Saved, Serving, Submitting »
1. Jonah: Pursued by the Hound of Heaven
a. I promised last week, in announcing my title for the series of messages on Jonah for the month of
November, that for those who were unfamiliar with the allusion, I would tell you about it this Sunday
b. ‘The Hound of Heaven’ is a religious poem written by Francis Thompson around 1900. In it he uses the
picture of the chase – the hound chasing after the quarry – and the sound of that chase is carried over
into the rhythm of the poem – now fast, now halting.
c. the poem is182 lines long, and no, I am not going to read it in whole, but just some excerpts; it begins
I fled Him, down the nights and down the days;
I fled Him, down the arches of the years;
I fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways
Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears
I hid from Him, and under running laughter; —{2}.
d. Francis Thompson was for a long time a failure, a reformed opium addict, who died in his late 40's. In
this poem, he is the quarry, and he is being chased by God, the ‘Him’ in the lines just read.
e. God is not a Hound seeking to destroy His quarry but rather to find and to rescue him, as in these lines
(For, though I knew His love Who followed,
Yet was I sore adread
Lest, having Him, I must have naught beside);
f. God, says Francis, was pursuing him in love, seeking to work His beneficent purposes, and hears in his
flight:

Deliberate speed, majestic instancy,
And past those noised Feet
A Voice comes yet more fleet—
"Lo! naught contents thee, who contents not Me."
g. and the poem ends with these words:
"Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest,
I am He Whom thou seekest!
Thou dravest love from thee, who dravest Me."
(A)

saying that in fleeing, in trying to drive God from one’s life, one drives away the only true Source
of love

2. Francis Thompson may have taken his inspiration for his poem from the history of Jonah
a. Jonah was a practical atheist: disbelieving God’s goodness
b. he doubted that God’s purposes were for the best
c. he dreaded to be part of them
d. he shirked his prophetic duty and fled from God
3. « Let us read Jonah, chapter 1 »
a. so, as Francis Thompson was pursued by ‘The Hound of Heaven’, Jonah also discovers God pursuing him!
B.

Who is this man Jonah?
1. In verse 1 we learn two things:
a. that he was a prophet of the Lord
(A) – ‘the word of the Lord came to Jonah’ –
(B) words the Bible uses when God speaks to a prophet
(C) ‘the word of the Lord,’ and like phrases, are used in the Bible to introduce many different kinds of
revelation from God

(1) in some cases foretelling what would happen
(2) in others declaring God’s purposes
(3) in others giving God’s promises
(4) but here, as often, it comes as a command
(5) not a command to us, but a command to Jonah
(6) a command for God’s prophet to carry out
b. secondly that Jonah was the son of a man named Amittai
(A) this is useful, for it confirms that this is the same Jonah of whom we read in 2 Kings 14:25, ‘He
(Jeroboam II) restored the border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the
Arabah, according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant
Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher.’ —{3}.
(B) Jonah was a real, living, breathing, historical person
2. we can place this account of Jonah into its historical context
a. Jonah at the same time as Amos, that sheepherder from Tekoa in Judah, who was sent to the northern
nation of Israel to preach against their wickedness
b. When we looked at the prophecy of Amos last year, we saw that Israel was very prosperous at that time
c. Amos prophesied that within a few short years God would take them into captivity for their wickedness
d. later, God would foretell through Isaiah ‘… the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be
carried away before the king of Assyria.’ (8:4), so it was the nation of Assyria that would came Israel
to punish them and transporting the people to northern Syria and Media
e. but at this time Israel was courting the wicked nations of Egypt and Assyria, seeking them as allies;
3. and God commands Jonah, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has
come up before Me.’
a. and Jonah said? ... ‘No, God!’
b. we will leave the ‘Why?’ of this for another message
c. but Jonah fled from God … and God pursued
C.

The Nature of Flight from God

1. It was 180° from the purpose of God, verses 2 and 3
a. ‘... go to Nineveh the great city and cry ... But Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish ...’
b. Jonah was told to go about 500 miles to the north-east, a trip of maybe a couple of months; instead he
south-east to Joppah to head westward 2000 on the Mediterranean Sea
c. Tarshish is to be identified with the city of Tartessus on the Atlantic coast of Spain, outside of the Straits
of Gibraltar, and just about as far as a person could go in the civilized world, a trip of many, many
months
d. to go to Nineveh was a land journey by well known roads
e. to go to Tarshish was a sea journey of uncertain route
f. going to Nineveh, Jonah was to preach righteousness
g. headed to Tarshish, he had no intention of preaching
h. in every aspect, Jonah was doing the opposite of the command which he had received from God
i. Jonah wasn’t doing things by halves
j. If Jonah was going to flee from God, he was going to give it his best shot!
k. Jonah was a prophet and yet he set out on a course of action that took him entirely contrary to God’s
will and purpose for his life … pagans and heathen are not the only people in this world who disobey God
… sometimes His own children, Christians, quietly, perhaps less spectacularly than Jonah, run their lives
180° at cross-purposes with God’s will – “… My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.” (James
3:10)
l. but it was not only 180° from the purpose of God, …
2. It was 180° from the person of God
a. when we describe God, we often describe His exaltation
(A) He is the God who dwells in the heaven of heavens
(B) ‘Exalted, You will ever be exalted! You are worthy of honour and praise’ —{4}.
(C) earlier this morning we sang, ‘His name is higher, higher than any other name;’ —{5}.
(D) we worship Him because He is over all, and above all
b. but Jonah’s path was in a completely different direction
c. let’s just trace that path
(A) verse 3: ‘So he went down to Joppa’, heading down to the sea from the highlands of Zebulon

(B) verse 3: he ‘went down into it’, ie., the ship
(C) verse 5: ‘But Jonah had gone below into the hold of the ship,’ and then, we read, ‘lain down’
(D) verse 15: ‘So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea’ – down into the depth of the sea
(E) and, then, he went down into the stomach of the fish, verse 17
d. down, down, down … farther and farther away from God
e. Christians, like the prophet Jonah, can distance themselves for God in a physical sense – no, you do not
have to head halfway around the world to do this … one can simply just stay at home (it’s getting a bit
cold to worship God on the golf course)
(A) you see, the Lord Jesus Christ promised ‘For where two or three have gathered together in My
name, I am there in their midst.’ (Matthew 18:20)
(B) to absent oneself from the people of God meeting in His name is to flee from the person of God
(C) so it is no wonder that the writer of Hebrews warns us ‘not forsaking our own assembling together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing
near.’ (10:25)
f. now, Jonah’s descent as we traced it was all physical; but Jonah went down, descended, in another
fashion
3. It was 180° from the perception of God
a. Jonah fled the person of God
b. Jonah fled the presence of God
c. and Jonah fled from even thinking about God
d. Jonah went down spiritually
e. where was Jonah when the storm struck?
(A) when all the sailors were terrified and praying each man to his own god
(B) when he alone of all those present knew the Lord God who created the storm and who alone could
still it
(C) Jonah was fast, sound asleep – out like a light
(D) asleep not only physically, but spiritually
(E) insensitive to his and others needs; unconcerned, caring neither for himself and others

4. It was totally ineffective, because …
D.

The Nature of God’s Pursuit
1. God used the Storm to Pursue Jonah
a. verse 4: ‘The LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the
ship was about to break up.’
b. when we deliberately disobey God; when we start to follow afar off, as it were; when we flee from Him;
there is not rule that says that God has to deal with us gently!
c. we sang of the might of God in our worship time
d. God’s might is not merely a theological truth: not just there for effect; it is reality affecting every part
of our lives
e. God had no hesitation to raise a storm – even a storm that would discommode others – in order to bring
back Jonah the fleeing prophet to his senses
f. God will have no hesitation to raise storms in your life to bring you back if you wander from Him
g. God has not changed since it was written, ‘for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He
scourges every son whom He receives.’ (Hebrews 12:6) – sons whom He has received … that is we who
believe!
2. God used the Sailors to Pursue Jonah
a. now, while Jonah was fast asleep – in body and in spirit – the sailors were busy at work seeking to
deliver themselves from the danger of the storm
(A) they cried to their gods (but Jonah slept on)
(B) they threw overboard the cargo (but Jonah slept on)
(C) like any efforts that we might make to save ourselves from sin, all their efforts did not help one
tiny bit
(D) the captain called upon Jonah to join them in prayer – the fleeing prophet counselled by the pagan
captain – God is set upon
(E) then they cast lots to find out who was the cause of their dire peril – and the lot fell upon Jonah
b. if you begin to walk afar from God in your public actions and private thoughts … do not be astonished
if God uses unbelievers to haul you back to Himself

3. God used his Spiritual Senses to Pursue Jonah
a. in short, God spoke to Jonah’s conscience, his moral sense
b. verse 9: ‘He said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD God of heaven who made the sea and
the dry land.”’
c. verse 10: ‘Then the men became extremely frightened and they said to him, ‘How could you do this?”’
– if you serve the God controlling the sea, how ever could you disobey Him?
d. verse 12: ‘He said to them, “Pick me up and throw me into the sea. Then the sea will become calm for
you, for I know that on account of me this great storm has come upon you.”’
e. God, the patient and loving Hound of Heaven pursued Jonah until he came to the place of acknowledging
his own wrongdoing and guilt in fleeing from God’s purpose – God will not lightly give up His pursuit of
those fleeing Him.
E. Conclusion
1. are we properly appreciative of the love of God in Christ Jesus which has pursued us with the message of
salvation?
a. do we take time to reflect with thanksgiving on those who have been used of God to present to us this
message?
b. have, and this is the most important,
(A) have we shown our gratitude to Father God for the gift of His Son whom He sent to purchase our
redemption from sin on the cross?
(B) there is only one way to show gratitude for such a gift
(C) it is not by fleeing from God as Jonah did
(D) it is not by seeking to save ourselves as the sailors did
(E) it is by accepting the way of salvation God has made
2. how is our daily relationship to our Saviour God?
a. are we seeking to live in His will or fleeing from it?
b. are we spending time with God both in private and in the community of other believers; or, are we like
Jonah asleep, alone in the hold of the ship?

c. are we dulled to the storms of life faced by all those around us, or, is the love of Christ flowing through
us to them?
3. Following the communion service we are going to sing that great hymn of Charles Wesley, “Jesus, Lover
of My Soul’ and may these words stir our hearts
a. that we flee to, not from, Jesus in the storms of life
Jesus, lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high.

—{6}.

b. that we share this truth to those in such storms
Thou, O Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find;
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
Heal the sick and lead the blind.

—{7}.

c. now let us gather together with our Lord at the table He has left for us as a memorial.
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