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A.

Zechariah 6:9-13; Mark 14:58, John 2:19-21 . . . . . . . . . .

The Temple Rebuilt

Introduction
1. today is Resurrection Sunday
a. so we come to the end of the Passion week
b. a week in which Jesus entered Jerusalem
c. taught the crowds for the last time
d. was crucified, buried, and rose again
2. in this week many Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled
a. last Sunday we looked at one from Zechariah
b. the prophecy of the Messiah-King entering on a donkey
c. on Friday we read of Jesus’ death; the gospels identify many fulfilled prophecies on that day
d. we began our service this morning by reading the closing verses of Psalm 16
(A) verses prophesying the resurrection of Messiah
(B) both Peter and Paul used these verses to prove that Jesus was the Messiah in sermons recorded
in Acts
e. and today we are looking at another prophecy concerning the resurrection from the book of Zechariah,
one which has breathtaking implications for you and for me
3. let us look at this prophecy from three perspectives
a. first, in its historical context and application
b. next, in its fulfilment in Jesus Christ in the resurrection
c. lastly, in its implications for you and for me

B.

Zechariah’s prophecy in its historical context and application
1. Zechariah, along with Haggai and Malachi
a. prophesied after the 70-year exile of the Jews into Babylon

b. when the Jews had begun to return under Zerubbabel, a prince of the Jews, to reinhabit Jerusalem &
Judah
c. to rebuild their city; to rebuild the temple
d. rebuilding the temple was important to this repentant people, for it was a tremendously important
symbol
e. the symbol of God’s dwelling in the midst of His people
2. the ministry of Zechariah (and Haggai) was the supporting of this rebuilding project by the exiles who had
returned
a. Ezra 5:1–2 — When the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the
Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them, then
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of
God which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them supporting them. (NAS)
b. Ezra 6:14 — And the elders of the Jews were successful in building through the prophesying of Haggai
the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they finished building according to the command of the
God of Israel and the decree of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. (NAS)
c. so the prophecies of Zechariah (and Haggai) have to be first of all considered in the light of these words,
in the light of their supporting the rebuilding of the temple
3. This underlies today’s text, Zechariah 6:9–13 — The word of the LORD also came to me saying, “Take an
offering from the exiles, from Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah; and you go the same day and enter the house
of Josiah the son of Zephaniah, where they have arrived from Babylon. And take silver and gold, make an
ornate crown, and set it on the head of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Then say to him,
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Behold, a man whose name is Branch, for He will branch out from where He
is; and He will build the temple of the LORD. Yes, it is He who will build the temple of the LORD, and He who
will bear the honour and sit and rule on His throne. Thus, He will be a priest on His throne, and the counsel
of peace will be between the two offices.” ’ ” (NAS)
a. take note of the occasion for this prophecy
(A) on this very day, a delegation had arrived from Babel
(B) this delegation – they, or at least their leaders – are named: Heldai (Heldem), Tobijah, and Jedaiah

b.
c.
d.
e.

f.

(C) they had brought an offering from those who had remained in Babylon
from this offering, Zechariah is to make a crown – the word in Hebrew is actually plural, crowns – a
double crown, perhaps, of silver and gold plaited together
to put this crown on the head of Joshua the high priest
now, high priests wore a mitre, literally, a turban on which there was a plate of pure gold, inscribed with
the phrase, “Holy to the LORD” as a mark of their office
Zechariah 3:5. Then I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on
his head and clothed him with garments, while the angel of the LORD was standing by. (NAS) tells us that
Joshua was so dressed
now this double crown is added to Joshua’s headdress

4. now the significance of this is clear
a. the rebuilding of the temple was to be a spiritual not a human undertaking
b. it was to be led by the high priest, not by a ruler
c. God had already made this clear to Zerubbabel, ‘Then he answered and said to me, "This is the word
of the LORD to Zerubbabel saying, ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts.’
“ ‘ (Zechariah 4:6 NAS)
d. in this matter, Joshua, the high priest is to be both priest and ruler; to effect a peace between the two
offices
e. and as a result, so the temple was rebuilt
5. in the Scriptures, there frequently exists both an immediate fulfilment of a prophecy and one more removed
in time; so it is in the case of this prophecy
C.

Zechariah’s prophecy is fulfilled in the resurrection
1. this passage is Messianic; it points to the anointed one
a. this is to be seen by the reference to the ‘man whose name is Branch’ ... a reference to the coming
Messiah-Ruler
b. Isaiah 11:1, “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear
fruit.” (NAS)

c. Jeremiah 23:5-6, “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “When I shall raise up for David a
righteous Branch; And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.
In His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell securely; And this is His name by which He will be
called, ‘The LORD our righteousness.’” (NAS) – so now you can see the connection between the High
Priestly dress and this coming Branch
2. so let us look at the story of Jesus’ so-called trial
a. there we read in Mark 14:58 — “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in
three days I will build another made without hands.’ ” (NAS)
b. but we find that this testimony was false, for the next verse continues, “And not even in this respect was
their testimony consistent.” (Mark 14:59 NAS)
c. for what Jesus actually said is recorded in the story of Jesus’ first cleansing of the temple when the Jews
asked what was His authority in doing so, and Jesus replied, ‘Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” ‘ (John 2:19 NAS)
(A) Jesus would not destroy this temple; the Jews would
(B) they added ‘with … without hands’ to Jesus’ words
d. what did Jesus mean? John tells us a few verses later, ‘But He was speaking of the temple of His body.’
(2:21 NAS)
3. the temple that Jesus rebuilt was the temple of His body
a. John 10:18, “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority
to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”
(NAS)
b. in so doing, Jesus fulfilled this prophecy
(A) the words Messiah and Christ are the same; they both mean ‘one who is anointed’ – in the Old
Testament there were three offices which involved anointing: the priest, the king, and sometimes
the prophet
(B) Jesus was all three, but we only look at two today
(C) with the resurrection there was a ‘counsel of peace between the two offices’ – a unification: Jesus
is both Messiah-King and Messiah-Priest

(D)

Jesus is Lord and Ruler, Messiah-King, ‘When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high’ (Hebrews 1:3 NAS)
(E) Jesus is Messiah-Priest, ‘For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent,
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens’ (Hebrews 7:26 NAS)
c. Jesus, raised from the dead, rebuilding this temple, symbol of God’s dwelling with His people, which
leads us to …
D.

Zechariah’s prophecy has breathtaking implications for you and me
1. In fulfilling this prophecy, in rebuilding the temple of His body
a. Jesus Christ gave life to the body
b. It is no accident of words that the Church is called the body of Christ; it is a direct mark of the inspiration
of the Scriptures by the Holy Spirit
c. Colossians 1:18 tells us concerning Jesus Christ that ‘He is also head of the body, the church; and He
is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in
everything.’ (NAS)
d. and this body, the church of regenerate believers of every tongue and nation, is the temple of God where
He dwells
e. this body forms His ambassadors on this earth
f. that is breathtaking, yet hard for us to take personally
2. yet when Paul wrote to the church at Corinth
a. speaking in chapter 3 of them collectively in the plural
b. of the contribution of each one to that church in Corinth
c. which had been founded upon Paul’s preaching of Christ
d. he then says of them, collectively in the plural, that is of them as a local church body, in 1 Corinthians
3:16, ‘Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?’ (NAS)
e. now that is even more breathtaking: that as Jesus said, “For where two or three have gathered together
in My name, there I am in their midst.” (Matthew 18:20 NAS)
f. this local church body, Faith Baptist, and other such church bodies, whose Head and Ruler is Jesus
Christ, are God’s temples in this world

g. but, this is not the end …
3. for Paul goes on in the 6th chapter of that letter to Corinth
a. to say, respecting the matter of personal purity, ‘Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?’ (1 Corinthians 6:19
NAS)
b. again the ‘your’ is plural, but body is singular; the plural is used distributively … the Holy Spirit – God’s
Presence – is dwelling in the body of each and every one of You
c. each and every one of You is a temple of God
d. God dwells in you, and in your world you are a place where people can meet God; the priesthood of all
believers was a truth rediscovered in the reformation; it has 2 sides
(A) every believer has direct access to God through Christ
(B) every believer represents God to this world
e. Because Christ rose from the dead, the lives in you and He is seeking through you to reconcile men and
women, boys and girls, to God – how breathtaking it is that He Lives!
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