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Sermon Notes

3. Matthew 7:21, Luke 6:46: are words enough? ... what is needed?

The Second Test: Obedience
1 John 2:3–6
February 11, 2007

A. Introduction
1. what do gold and dogs have in common?
2. Galatians 2:16 … salvation is not earned by
3. 1 Peter 3–5, Philippians 1:6 … we are kept saved by
4. those who have received salvation should
a. Hebrews 6:9

4. What is not included in this for the Christian (see, for example what
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 7:19)

C. Obeying His Words (Living as His Disciples) . . . . . . . . . 1 John 2:5a
1. 2 Timothy 3:16–17: how much of the Bible is of concern to us as
Christians?
2. Philippians 3:6, 7: is following all the rules of the law of value?
3. Did Christ’s sermon on the mount reduce the law or expand it?

b. 2 Peter 1:10
c. Titus 2:11–12
B. Obeying His Commands (Living as His Servants) . . . . 1 John 2:3–4
1. Acts 2:41–42: what things took place with those being saved?

D. Obeying His Example (Living as His Followers) . . . . . 1 John 2:5b–6
1. WWJD means
2. what is more important than wearing such a bracelet or a cross?
3. Matthew 16:24, John 6:66; is following Jesus easy?

2. Romans 10:9–10: what does the one coming to Christ need to
confess?

4. What is our basis for obeying His example?

—{1}.

A.

John 2:3–6

.........................

Fellowship: The Obedience Test

Introduction
1. Gold
a. is a marvellous material
(A) combining a number of very useful properties
(B) it does not corrode nor oxidize in ordinary conditions
(C) for many years it was used as one material for filling cavities because it was impervious to the
strong chemicals that the body produces to digest food
(D) it is relatively soft, yet can be made harder with the addition of tin or platinum without losing it
qualities
(E) so it is used for contact points on delicate electronic equipment, because under varying
temperature and humidity it will maintain a good connection
(F) but it is also lustrous and is used to create things of beauty – many of you may be wearing
something made of gold at this moment – and won’t turn green
(G) but it is also malleable so that it can be worked to produce numerous other beautiful articles
(H) the working in gold is an ancient art; in Exodus 39 we are told how they made the ephod – a form
of tunic – and the breastplate – a doubly folded cloth about 9" square mounted with 12 precious
stones: verse 3 tells us “… they hammered out gold sheets and cut them into threads to be woven
in with the blue and the purple and the scarlet material, and the fine linen, the work of a skilful
workman.” (NAS)
(I) because it is malleable, gold will obey the goldsmith’s hands and take on the shape and beauty he
desires
2. Dogs … now there’s an abrupt change in subject!
a. some of you have dogs
(A) you are very aware how much they vary in nature and in temperament
(B) some, like the Irish Setter and the boxer are highly strung and very excitable – ask John and Jean
(C) others, like the Labrador retriever are usually placid and seem to put up with no end of children’s

hanging on to them without losing their gentleness
b. but nearly all dogs can be trained
(A) some of you will remember Sheri and Doug Elford who used to work in our Awana and they visited
us a few months ago … they raise and train dogs for showing
(B) a great deal of which involves the way a dog responds to the commands of its master
c. many stories are told of dogs faithful to such commands, even to the point of death … a number of years
ago the Daily Bread told the story … about a dog killed in a bush fire. Its owner worked outdoors and
one morning, he left his dog in a clearing and telling him to stay and watch his lunch box while he went
into the scrub. His faithful friend understood, because that's exactly what he did. A fire started in the
scrub, and soon spread to the spot where the dog had been left. But he didn't move. He stayed right
where he was, in perfect obedience to his master's word. With tears in his eyes, the dog's owner said,
"I always had to be careful what I told him to do, because I knew he would do it.” —{2}.
3. so, dogs and gold are obedient to the laws of their Creator
a. this is what lies behind the words that God speaks to His people through Isaiah, 1:3, “An ox knows its
owner, And a donkey its master’s manger, But Israel does not know, My people do not understand.”
(Isaiah 1:3 NAS)
b. if the so-called lower forms of life can learn obedience, and even the inanimate universe obey God’s
laws, then under what pretence can we rationalize that obedience is not necessary for the Christian who
has been recreated by the regenerative work of God’s Holy Spirit?
c. This is the second test that John gives as to whether we are indeed in fellowship with God: the obedience
test
4. Our text is 1 John 2:3–6 and I would like you to follow along in your own Bibles as I read it in a rather
extended paraphrase from the original
a. 3 The way that we can tell that we have known and still know Him (that is, God through the Advocacy
of Jesus Christ) is just this, that we continue to obey His commands. 4 Anyone who would keep on
saying, ‘I have come to know Him’, and yet does not keep on obeying His commands, such a one is a
liar in whom the truth has no place in his life; 5 yet whoever should continue to keep His word, truly in
such a one love for God has been brought to fulfilment. So this is how we know that we are in fellowship

with Him: 6 the one professing thus to abide in Him, must also conduct his own life according even as
Jesus conducted His.
b. now, before proceeding, let me emphasize
(A) this book and this passage is written to the redeemed, to believers in Christ, to the regenerate
(B) these verse do not teach that we earn our salvation by works or by following the law, for “… a man
is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed
in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since
by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.” (Galatians 2:16 NAS)
(C) nor is it talking about works we have to do in order to preserve our salvation once we have come
to Christ, for that, like our salvation, is God’s work: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (1 Peter
1:3-5 NAS) and Paul to the Philippians, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (1:6 NAS)
(D) nor about Jesus as being the Great Example
(E) but, we are talking about those things
(1) that the writer of Hebrews (6:9) describes as those that “accompany salvation”
(2) the efforts that Peter describes: “Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your
calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall” (2 Peter 1:10 NIV)
(3) and Paul in writing to Titus (2:11-12): “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation
to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly,
righteously and godly in the present age” (NAS)
(4) what are those things that I should find in my life that show I have fellowship with God?
5. So, lets look at this passage under three topics:
a. Obeying His Commands – (Living as His servants)
b. Obeying His Words – (Living as His disciples)
c. Obeying His Example – (Living as His followers)

B.

Obeying His Commands – (Living as His servants)
1. “And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says,
"I have come to know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him;”
(1 John 2:3-4 NAS)
2. A mistake that is easily made in presenting the gospel
a. is partitioning the message of salvation by grace
(A) into bite-size chunks, often in tipsy-topsy order
(B) that are doled out as the situation arises
(C) Jesus as the friend who can solve all problems
(D) the need to be sorry for your sin
(E) Jesus as the Saviour from sin
(F) reformation and the need to turn from sin
(G) when the life has shown signs of change, when one has arrived, as it were, following Christ in
baptism
(H) giving oneself in surrender to Christ
(I) and joining the church in commitment to Christ’s work
b. well, the Bible does not present the gospel in this fashion
(A) yes, sanctification – the growing in grace – is a life time work of the Holy Spirit in the believer
(B) but salvation is Holy Spirit work, a 180° turning about
(C) On Pentecost we find that salvation, baptism (which is a sign of repentance and conversion),
addition to the church and changed life priorities all coincided, “Those who accepted his message
were baptised, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”
(Acts 2:41-42 NIV)
(D) nor is there any suggest of accepting Jesus first as Saviour and then at some later date and
convenience as Lord; Paul writes, “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”

(Romans 10:9-10 NAS)
(E) so, if Jesus Christ is the Lord Jesus Christ, then He is to be obeyed; Jesus made this quite clear in
the sermon on the mount when He told His audience
(1) “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does
the will of My Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21 NAS)
(2) and, “And why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 6:46 NAS)
(F) hence, the commands of God are not optional
3. now, before leaving this item, let us clarify what are these commands of God:
a. whole sections of the books of Moses are introduced
(A) “Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, ‘When you enter the land … then you shall ...’”
(B) or in similar fashion
(C) and commands were there given for a specific people (the Jews), in a specific time (while they lived
in the land), and a specific place (the land of Canaan)
b. so that then the New Testament, as in the book of Hebrews distinguishes the ceremonial laws as but a
foreshadowing, a typical symbol from the reality which is found in Christ
c. and Paul clarifies this even further in 1 Corinthians 7:19, “Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision
is nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the commandments of God.” (1 Corinthians 7:19 NAS)
d. and, as we proceed in this epistle of John, he will make clear (as does the rest of the New Testament)
what these commands are that teach us the will of God. First it is …
C.

Obeying His Words – (Living as His disciples)
1. “but whoever keeps His word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected.” (1 John 2:5a NAS)
2. I am amazed and saddened at men claiming to be evangelical
a. who rise up in arms at liberal scholars
(A) who dare to redate an Old Testament prophet to a later period that when he actually wrote
(B) or who see in some of the books that the writer made use of even more ancient books as sources
b. then speaking of the so-called dispensation of law
(A) claim the Old Testament inapplicable to Christians

(B)
(C)
(D)

and even Jesus’ words as being spoken under the law, although His words are the good news of
the kingdom
thus, they turn around and for all practical purposes, throw out of God’s word, not just a chapter
here and there, but some 80% of the Holy Scriptures
so, is it any wonder that so few Christians read their Bible when they are told things such as these?

3. this is not the message of the writers of the New Testament
a. Hundreds of times the New Testament quotes the Old to demonstrate the unity of the revelation of God
b. Paul does not say “some of the scriptures” or “a few verses of scripture from here and there”, but rather,
“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy
3:16-17 NAS)
c. John begins here to shift his emphasis from the commands
(A) to the implications of all of God’s word, particularly as it has been enlightened by the teachings of
Jesus Christ
(B) from the written word to the word made alive in Christ
(C) to the moral and ethical implications of God’s word on our daily lives
4. It is said that there are 600+ (613?) commands in the Old Testament
a. I do not know who first enumerated them
b. probably it was the Pharisees of Jesus’ day
c. they liked to have a fixed set of rules which they could claim to have met (especially as they interpreted
them)
d. I know that they left some out, like “to love mercy”
e. Paul could say that in accordance with this delineation of the Law, he was faultless (Philippians 3:6), but
he also knew that claim had no value, it was but rubbish, and that in fact he was the chief of sinners
f. Jesus in the sermon on the mount showed the Pharisees missed the real meaning of God’s commands
by showing their implications and explaining what God’s will was
5. so, our love for God is really fulfilled, our fellowship with Him truly demonstrated, when through living in

the Spirit of God we act in accordance with God’s pure and holy will … which brings us to ...
D.

Obeying His Example – (Living as His followers)
1. “By this we know that we are in Him: the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same
manner as He walked.” (1 John 2:5b–6 NAS)
2. in the late 1980's, a youth minister in a church in western Michigan named Janie Tinkleberg, wanted her
kids to realize the importance of not only possessing faith in their hearts but also wearing it on their sleeves
… so to speak. So in 1989 she asked a friend in the advertising business to help her develop a gimmick that
would remind her youth group to first ask themselves “What Would Jesus Do?” before every life decision.
Well, friendship bracelets were popular at the time so she had bracelets made with the WWJD logo on them
and it took off from there. A company made 200 for her that first year and within 10 years sales reached
15 million. —{3}.
3. but for many
a. who wear those bracelets – or T-shirts, or hats – they are just a fashion statement, a part of current
culture
b. who say they are born-again Christians, it is just part of being a member of a group, of belonging
c. they are professors, but not possessors
4. you see
a. it is relatively easy to say that you believe that Jesus was a good man, a great example
b. but when it comes to following Him on a day by day basis, that’s when the rubber meets the road, that
a different story
c. it was true in Jesus life time:
(A) at first the crowds flocked to Him, to see the miracles, to hear his marvellous teaching, to check
Him out
(B) at one point 70 disciples were sent through the land to preach the gospel of the kingdom, working
miracles
(C) but then the teaching became harder

(D)
(E)

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow Me.’” (Matthew 16:24 NAS)
and they turned away so that only a scattered few remained straggling around the cross

5. but the perseverance of the saints is demonstrated by those who continue faithfully, day in and day out,
by the sufficiency that comes from God, seeking to live in accordance with how the Bible answers that
questions, “What would Jesus do?”
E. Conclusion, you who name the name of Christ as your Saviour, make a difference in your world this week
a. Live as His servants, Obeying His Commands
b. Live as His disciples, Obeying His Words
c. Live as His followers, Obeying His Example
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