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2 Cor. 2:14–3:6

.................................................

The Impetus to Ministry

A. Ministry
1. now that word ministry
a. is in the Greek, diakonia
b. which I know many will recognize as sharing the same root as the word “deacon”
c. so it is very natural for all of us, when we hear this word, “ministry”, to immediately apply it to pastors,
elders, missionaries, ministers and deacons – and suchlike
d. moreover, to do so is quite correct
e. but, to limit the word to just such groups is quite incorrect: it is meant to apply to every child of God
2. why do we then tend to limit this term, “ministry”?
a. firstly, it is because of the titles that we give to men and women who are engaged in an official way in
Christian ministry: Rev. So-and-so, etc.
b. secondly, it is because we forget the meaning behind this word, namely that of serving
c. thirdly, we think of those holding these offices as being the “leaders (read ‘bosses’) of the church”
(A) At a staff meeting, the boss complained that he was not receiving any respect. So he went out to
a local sign shop and bought a small sign for his office door. The sign read, “I’m the Boss.” When
he returned from lunch, he found that someone had taped a note to the sign that said, “Your wife
called. She wants her sign back!” —{2}.
(B) now I frequently have to remind myself, and very occasionally others, that the pastor and deacons
are not “bosses” who run the church
(C) the disciples needed that reminder, too, by the Lord Jesus, in Mark 9:35 (NAS): “If anyone wants
to be first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all.”
d. the meaning of “ministry” is servant-hood; to be a “minister” or “deacon” is to be a servant
3. there is no restriction of ministry, or serving, then to those who bear some office or title within the church
a. it is not limited by our position; Colossians 3:23 was written to bond-slaves: Whatever you do, do your
work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men. – so our secular work is part of our ministry

b. and service fulfills; I Corinthians
immovable, always abounding in the
c. Galatians 5:13 (NAS): For you were
opportunity for the flesh, but through

15:54 (NAS):
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an
love serve one another.

B. You and the Ministry
1. it is you, then, who the are children of God, who form the ministry of this church
a. every one of you who teaches in the Bible School, in AWANA or in the men’s or ladies’ meetings, is part
of the ministry of this church
b. every one of you who contributes musically to our worship is part of the ministry of this church
c. every one of you who participates in the hymn sings and Bible studies at the Aurora Retirement Centre
is part of the ministry of this church
d. every one of you who is a witness to the gospel in your workplace or school is part of the ministry of this
church
e. every one of you who visits or gives invitations or tracts in your community is part of the ministry of this
church
f. every one of you who greets and shows concern and hospitality to others in our midst is part of the
ministry of this church
g. and every parent among you who seeks to bring up their children to trust in God is part of the ministry
of this church. Dr T. B. Mattson, for over 40 years a professor of ethics, always asked his class, “How
many of you know that your mother and father dedicated you into the Lord's service, either before you
were born or some time after your birth? Would you raise your hand?” Over 80% usually responded yes.
He commented on how important was this parental commitment. —{3}. It is part of the ministry of the
church of Christ.
2. yet what is the impetus for you to keep in the ministry? ... what is the incentive?
a. often you are just plain tired: life is busy, life is tiring, life is demanding
b. often you are discouraged
(A) your ministry may show so few results
(B) your ministry may seem so unappreciated

(C) complaints outnumber compliments
(D) you receive brickbats instead of kudos
c. how do you keep going in the face of these?
d. our text today has something to tell us about this
A. Paul’s Impetus to Ministry
1. the verses of today’s Scripture reading from which I particularly want to draw our lesson this morning, are
those describing Paul’s ministry to the church at Corinth, 3:2–3 (NIV): You yourselves are our letter, written
on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of
human hearts.
2. Now, when you examine the two letters that Paul wrote to this church at Corinth, these words seem very
strange!
a. “Why?” you ask; because it would seem that this church had just about every problem there was; if you
were writing a “Manual on Church Problems,” then Corinth would be the case study
b. we could spend time at length reciting these problems, but just consider the following …
c. when Paul spoke of a person who “eats of the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner”
(1 Corinthians 11:27, NAS) he was not only speaking of disorderly conduct at the Lord’s table
d. 2 Corinthians 12:20–21 (NAS) is Paul’s summary: “For I am afraid that perhaps when I come I may find
you to be not what I wish and may be found by you to be not what you wish; that perhaps there may
be strife, jealousy, angry tempers, disputes, slanders, gossip, arrogance, disturbances; I am afraid that
when I come again my God may humiliate me before you, and I may mourn over many of those who have
sinned in the past and not repented of the impurity, immorality and sensuality which they have
practised.”
e. yet the letters that Paul wrote to these people are brimming over with love and tender compassion for
them; for all their faults he loved them still
3. what was the impetus, the incentive allowing this?
a. simply this, that the Holy Spirit was with these imperfect, faulty, failing Christians; the Holy Spirit was

writing a letter of Christ with them; the Holy Spirit was writing a letter read by all men; the Holy Spirit
was writing this letter on human hearts
b. the impetus to Christian ministry by you and by me is that this is not our work, but God’s; it is our
responsibility as stewards to be found faithful and God’s to give the results (1 Corinthians 4:2, 3:7).
4. so the next time that you find yourself discouraged in the ministry, in your service to Christ, just turn it over
to the Holy Spirit, and let Him write the letter in their lives and in yours, on human hearts to be read by all.
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