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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction
1. Christ gives diverse servants to His church (Ephesians 4:11–12)

2. Paul shares his attitudes (Romans 15:17–21); also, from Philippians
a. Philippians 1:21

b. Philippians 3:7–8

c. Philippians 4:11

B. Attitude 1: Rejoicing in the Work . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Romans 15:17
1. meaning of the word glory or boasting

2. the place of rejoicing is C______ J______ which is part of Paul’s
advice given in 1 Corinthians 1:31

3. 1 John 5:3 serving God is not to be 

4. Luke 15: the result of salvation of the lost is to be 

C. Attitude 2: Recognizing it is God’s Work . . . . . . . . .  Romans 15:18
1. the emphasis on this verse

a. should be on

b. not on

2. we can carry out our service to God only because
a. 2 Corinthians 3:5

b. Philippians 4:13

c. Galatians 2:20

D. Attitude 3: Seeing God’s Empowering Work . . . . . .  Romans 15:19a
1. when we serve God

a. it is not 

b. rather (Philippians 2:13) it is 

2. our encouragement in this (Zechariah 4:6) is

E. Attitude 4: Accepting Responsibility in the Work Romans 15:19b-20
1. “from Jerusalem … Illycrium” 

a. our responsibility is to take the message of salvation …

2. “fully preached the gospel”
a. our responsibility is to …

b. Ephesians 4:13, to …

3. “not where Christ was already named”
a. our responsibility is to the M_______ F____ especially our

own

b. 1 Peter 3:15, our responsibility is to be …

F. Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Romans 15:21
1. God’s purpose in our service is that ...



—{1}.Romans 15:17–21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A Heart for the Lost

A. Introduction

1. Oswald J. Smith, that great spokesman for missions, who became pastor of the People Church in Toronto
almost 75 years ago, has asked this question in his book, “The Passion for Souls” … Why should anyone hear
the gospel twice before everyone has heard it once?  In that same book, in the chapter headed by that
question, he relates the story of an appeal by Dr. Alexander Duff, a veteran missionary to India, returned
to Scotland to die.  In the midst of that appeal he fainted, and then, recovering, and against the doctor’s
advice, returned to the platform and continued his appeal —{2}.

a. “Is it true,” he asked, “that Scotland has no more sons to give for India?” … he paused, “Very well,” he
concluded, “if Scotland has no more young men to send to India, then, old and decrepit though I am,
I will go back, and even though I cannot preach, I can lie down on the shores of the Ganges and die, in
order to let the peoples of India know that there is at least one man in Scotland who cares enough for
their souls to give his life for them.”

b. Ephesians 4:11–12 (NIV) tells us concerning Jesus Christ that “It was He who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”  So God has blessed some
Christians over the years with a heart for the lost, a heart for missions, a heart of the evangelist, and with
that heart has gifted them in a special way to exercise that heart, to publish the gospel to those who
have not yet heard and responded to the message; to such men as Judson, Elliot, Morrison, Carey,
Moody, Goforth, Sunday, Taylor, Graham, … Paul 

2. many great names … but what about the rest of us? 
a. think for a moment back to those eight verses we read from chapter four of second Timothy; to Timothy,

who travelled with Paul, but now was a pastor at Ephesus.  Did you pick up on that one phrase in the
middle of those verses? … “... do the work of an evangelist ...”  Timothy is not exhorted to be an
evangelist … that is an office of God’s giving.  But that doesn’t excuse him for the need to do evangelistic
work; of declaring the good news of the gospel of salvation.  Neither are you and I excused.



If you cannot preach like Peter,
If you cannot pray like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus
And say He died for all.  —{3}.

b. today I want to consider briefly a few of Paul’s attitudes in today’s text, Romans 15:17–21, that are
worthy of our emulation, of our imitating, if we are to do our part in the carrying out of Christ’s words,
“Ye shall be witness unto me” (Acts 1:8)

3. Romans 15:17-21 (NIV): 17  Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. 18  I will not venture
to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God
by what I have said and done — 19  by the power of signs and miracles, through the power of the Spirit.
So from Jerusalem all the way round to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. 20  It has
always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building
on someone else’s foundation. 21  Rather, as it is written: “Those who were not told about him will see, and
those who have not heard will understand.”
a. Paul, in his writing to fellow Christians, often takes a time out to share with them, not in a holier-than-

thou fashion, but in a factual way, the attitudes that he has learned since he himself became a believer
on the road to Damascus.  Let me give 3 examples, all from the letter to the Philippians
(A) Philippians 1:21 NAS): For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
(B) Philippians 3:7-8 (NAS):  But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss

for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them
but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,

(C) Philippians 4:11 (NAS): Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever
circumstances I am.

(D) and here, too, he factually shares his attitudes
b. so there are in this passage four aspects of proper attitude

(A) the attitude that rejoices in the work
(B) the attitude that recognizes it is God’s work



(C) the attitude that sees God empowering the work
(D) the attitude that accepts responsibility in the work

B. Attitude 1: Rejoicing in the Work

1. Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to God. Romans 15:17 (NAS)

2. now this version, and perhaps yours, uses the word boasting;
a. this word has certain baggage to us
b. we equate it with bragging, with a swaggering attitude
c. that’s the attitude that is catered to by a sort of real estate company in Hawaii; for $10 you can buy a

lot on Maui that is one-inch square; you can’t build on it, but you can say in all honesty, “I just bought
a little property in Maui” —{4}.

d. but that is not what is intended in this verse

3. no, the intent of the word in this context is, as we read in the NIV, that of rejoicing, of exulting, of praise
a. and the place of this rejoicing is in Christ Jesus
b. there are a number of ways in which the name of our Saviour is given; in this one, there is no article: it

is not “in the Christ, Jesus” but “in Christ Jesus”
c. rather, the word Christ (or Messiah) coming first and without the article, is almost like a title; like “King

Jesus”
d. except that Messiah is more than king; it reflects the fact that our Saviour is Prophet, Priest and King;

all in one
e. so Paul is carrying out his own advice of 1 Corinthians 1:31 (AV): That, according as it is written, He that

glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.

4. now this gives us a very important point about serving God
a. it is not intended to be an onerous duty; something that we grit our teeth and carry out
b. 1 John 5:3 (NAS): For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments

are not burdensome.



c. but that is not the only aspect of this rejoicing; there is the rejoicing because of its eternal and blessed
results

d. a couple of weeks ago in our Bible School class we were looking at the “Lost and Found Column” of the
Bible, Luke 15 and 3 times we come across words to this effect: “Come and rejoice with me for I have
found that which was lost”

5. so, if you would seek to imitate Paul, if you would seek to have a heart for the lost, then pray that you may
learn to rejoice in the Lord, that your heart may be tuned to the things that rejoice and satisfy the heart of
Christ Jesus, to a heart for the lost

C. Attitude 2: Recognizing it is God’s Work

1. Romans 15:18 (NAS):  For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed,

2. now, when we read this, we have a natural tendency to put the emphasis in this verse on the words
“through me”
a. and thus to contrast it with what Christ had done through others than Paul
b. and of which Paul would not have had such intimate and personal knowledge
c. and so could not presume to speak
d. but if that were to be the intended emphasis, then the order of the words would be “what through me

Christ has accomplished” or “what Christ through me has accomplished” but the actual order of the words
is “what He has accomplished, that is Christ, through me”

3. so that this attitude which Paul had 
a. was that all this work of evangelism that we would say, humanly speaking, he had done 
b. the obedient faith as manifest in their words and their actions of the Gentiles
c. was not his work, but rather, in one whose heart is for the lost, it was solely the work of Christ
d. and the heart of the evangelist utters this again and again

(A) 2 Corinthians 3:5 (NAS) Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from



ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,
(B) Philippians 4:13 (NAS)  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
(C) Galatians 2:20 (NAS): I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me, and delivered Himself up for me.

4. now, I am sure that each of your who know the Lord as your own personal Saviour
a. have from time to time been called to witness to someone else about your faith in Christ
b. and have, no doubt, faced this with a certain nervousness if not fear … questioning your own ability, your

strength
c. but, what we learn here, from this attitude that Paul had, is that we recognize that this is the work of

God, Christ it is who accomplishes the work of witnessing, the work of evangelism … and it is only
through us; we are but simply a conduit carrying the message of the Saviour

5. so, if you would seek to imitate Paul, if you would seek to have a heart for the lost, then recognize that
witnessing to Christ, being an evangelist, is the work of God, not man

D. Attitude 3: Seeing God’s Empowering Work
1. Romans 15:19a (NAS): in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; …

2. I will be very brief on this point
a. when you are serving the Lord Jesus Christ
b. no matter what capacity that it may be in
c. the outcome does not depend upon your natural gifts and abilities — which by the way were given to you

by God full well knowing what He would ask of you in service
d. but on the fact that it is “for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good

pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13 NAS)

3. so, every Christian worker should always keep in mind those encouraging words of the Lord to Zerubbabel
in Zechariah 4:6 (NAS): “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts.”



E. Attitude 4: Accepting Responsibility in the Work
1. Romans 15:19b-20 (NAS):  … so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as Illyricum I have fully

preached the gospel of Christ. And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named,
that I might not build upon another man’s foundation;

2. now the first responsibility that we have in this work
a. is indicated in those words “from Jerusalem … Illycrium”
b. you probably all know where Jerusalem is

(A) it’s in the news nearly every day
(B) and it is in the southern part of Palestine
(C) but Illycrium is less familiar

(1) it is north west of Athens where the Olympic games are being held for the next two weeks
(2) at the head of the Adriatic Sea in those countries known today as Serbia and Croatia, bordering

on Macedonia
(D) so what Paul has described is a circle of countries that surround the eastern end of the

Mediterranean Sea
c. and the responsibility we have in witnessing to Christ 

(A) is to go where the lost are to be found: 
(B) I feel like most of you in that I like to see people come into our service on a Sunday morning
(C) but I really can find no reason why those who do not know Christ as their Saviour should be

expected to come to this place of their own volition
d. we, as believers, have to take the message to them

3. the next responsibility that I see, is in those words “fully preached the gospel”
a. this implies that I have studied God’s word and know the message of salvation fully so that I can

proclaim it fully
b. which is why we have in this place

(A) a Bible class each Sunday morning
(B) a home Bible study each Sunday evening



(C) and, I hope, teaching from this pulpit
(D) so that we, as believers, may “… all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son

of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ.”
(Ephesians 4:13 NAS)

c. we, as believers, have to study to know our faith

4. the final responsibility to be noted in these verses this morning is found in those words “not where Christ
was already named”
a. for Paul, there was an overwhelming burden on his heart for the lost that had not yet heard the gospel

(A) let us not misunderstand those words about Paul not building on another man’s foundation
(B) as these Christians in Rome were, for the most part, the result of the ministry of others than Paul
(C) yet Paul does not stint in teaching and encouraging them; in fact, this letter to them is among his

longest
b. but nevertheless, Paul found throughout his ministry that he was either led by the Spirit or pushed by

persecution to
(A) a new town,
(B) a new province, or 
(C) a new continent

c. how does this apply to us?
(A) well, each of us has a mission field especially our own
(B) one that no one else can reach in the same way as us
(C) each of us has built relationships with people who have never put their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ

d. we, as believers, have to life a life consistent with the testimony that we present to our special mission
field

5. so, if you would seek to imitate Paul, if you would seek to have a heart for the lost, then for that special field
you have been given  “… sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defence to
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”
(1 Peter 3:15 NAS)



F. Conclusion
1. so, there are those out in the world around us; 

a. “the lost,”  those lost in sin and not knowing the salvation from sin that comes from the death on the
cross and the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ

b. who are waiting to hear the message of salvation that they may be delivered from their sin unto eternal
life

c. who are described in the passage in Isaiah 52:12 from which Paul quotes here in Romans 15:21 (NAS):
“They who had no news of Him shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand.”

2. let us, then, each one of us who believes, seek to absorb these attitudes of which we have learned today
concerning the work of reaching lost men and women for Jesus Christ
a. the attitude that rejoices in the work
b. the attitude that recognizes it is God’s work
c. the attitude that sees God empowering the work
d. the attitude that accepts responsibility in the work
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