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A. Introduction
1. two sets of flowers

a. there are two sets of flowers associated with the room that Maureen and I use as an office, computer
centre, study and work room.

b. the first is a picture of a vase of flowers on the wall next to the entrance door
(A) it’s a reasonably pretty picture
(B) the flowers are a pink and the vase a grey
(C) on the table is one fallen leaf, apparently newly fallen
(D) and, obviously, every time you look at it, it is exactly the same; it never changes

c. the second set of flowers are right outside the window
(A) throughout the spring, summer and fall, these appear in a constantly changing variety of forms
(B) the bulbs, crocuses and daffodils, are the first to appear in the spring
(C) later come the peonies, the poppies
(D) then the tiger lilies and various summer flowers
(E) and right now the butterfly bush is about to bloom
(F) and so on right through the fall
(G) with each flower coming in its due season

(1) perennials, reappearing each year in their place
(2) some annuals, re-seeding themselves each year

(H) so these flowers go through all the stages, either storing up food in the roots for the next year and
/ or producing seed to propagate next year’s crop

(I) here we see God’s design mutely being carried out as these plants follow His creative design
d. what a difference between these two sets of flowers

(A) first is still life: artificial, without growth or progress
(B) second, real life: growing, progressing as God planned

2. which brings the subject around to ourselves; 
a. as Christians let us ask ourselves this morning the following question



(A) as a Christian, am I still life or real life?
(B) that is, am I a “pretty Christian” with my development arrested at a comfortable point after my

conversion?
(C) or, am I a growing, developing Christian, with the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit being made

evident in my life; in accordance with God’s plan and purpose?
b. 1 Thessalonians 4:3a (AV):  For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, …
c. and it is God’s plan of sanctification which underlies Paul’s words in our text today from the book of

Romans; 
(A) we will read the last verse from the passage which we considered last week, just to bring about the

transition from our subject then, “Glorifying God in Worship” 
(B) to today’s subject, that for the Christian, there is always “Room for Improvement”

B. Romans 15:13-16 (NAS)
1. 13  Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by

the power of the Holy Spirit.

2. 14  And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness,
filled with all knowledge, and able also to admonish one another. 15  But I have written very boldly to you
on some points, so as to remind you again, because of the grace that was given me from God, 16  to be a
minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, that my offering of the
Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

C. The Christians at Rome
1. when we read these words, the first question to be asked is

a. what kind of Christians are these who are being addressed?
(A) are they like the Christians in Corinth?

(1) whom Paul had to chastise because of their complacent attitudes and all the various sins into
which their members had fallen?

(2) of whom he said, 1 Corinthians 3:2–3 (NAS): I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you
were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,  for you are still fleshly.



For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like
mere men?

(3) were the Christians at Rome like this?
(a) carnal, immature?
(b) still babes in Christ?

(B) or were they like the Christians in Galatia
(1) who were blown about by a new wind of doctrine
(2) who needed to be rebuked, as we read in Galatians 1:6–7 (NAS):   I am amazed that you are

so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;   which
is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel
of Christ.

(3) so that Paul had to say in Galatians 3:1 (NAS): You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you,
before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified?

(4) were the Christians at Rome like this?
(a) following false teaching?
(b) forgetting their crucified Lord?

2. well, let’s take a moment or two to check out the character of the Christians at Rome
a. think back to the first chapter of this book, to Romans 1:8 (NAS): First, I thank my God through Jesus

Christ for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole world. — this was a church
with renowned faith

b. or look at Romans 6:17–18 (NAS):   But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you
became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,   and having
been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
(A) this was a church who heard and obeyed the gospel
(B) this was a church who were committed to truth
(C) this was a church whose conversion was evident

c. and then at the verse 14 of the passage we just read from this 15th chapter of Romans, where we find

3. three ways in which Paul commends them:



a. first, he commends them that they were “full of goodness”
(A) since Paul has just mentioned the Holy Spirit, goodness most naturally is that fruit of the Holy Spirit

which is to be found in Galatians 5:22
(B) this is foundational to what follows

(1) for the qualities they already have listed here
(2) and for those which they should have in the future;
(3) goodness is not just an openness to the conviction of the Holy Spirit when wrong has been done,

(4) but, a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit which makes us desire to avoid such wrong
b. then, he commends them that they were “filled with knowledge”

(A) Paul did not write such a long and thorough section on Christian  doctrine because they were
ignorant of it —  quite the contrary — but that they might be confirmed in that which they already
knew

(B) he does this just as had some other apostles
(1) 2 Pet 1:12 (NAS), a parallel verse:  Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these

things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is
present with you.

(2) 1 Jn 2:21 (NAS): I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you
do know it, and because no lie is of the truth.

(C) so, these believers knew and understood their faith
c. finally, he commends them as they were “able also to admonish one another”

(A) their goodness and the knowledge are not ornamental virtues, but foundational to mutual fellowship
(B) by these they are able to admonish, which means, to instruct, to warn, to put in mind of duty —

each other
(C) as described in Heb 10:24-25a (NAS): 24  and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love

and good deeds, 25  not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another; ….

d. no, these Christians at Rome
(A) are not like those of Corinth: carnal and immature
(B) are not like those of Galatia: forgetting Christ’s work to follow after false teachers



4. and I, too, am able to commend you in many ways
a. I look out and I see those who are filled with joy in their devotion to their Lord and Saviour
b. I look out and I see those who sustain the work of this place in private and public prayer
c. I look out and I see those who are desire to feast on God’s word and to know Him better
d. I look out and I see those who are dedicated in carrying out the particular form of service to which they

are called
e. I look out and I see those who are burdened for the lost of their community and around the world, and

seek in various ways to reach such people who need Jesus Christ
f. so, I am blessed, by all of you in these and other ways

5. so, Paul had said all these things to the Christians at Rome; and I have likewise said them to you
a. for their encouragement; for your encouragement
b. what God had done in their lives should encourage them
c. what God has done in your life should encourage you
d. but not that they should become self-satisfied; content
e. but not that you should be happy with the status quo, content with your Christian past; but that there

is

D. Room for Improvement
1. you who are parents with young children are aware

a. whether your child is a young baby, or a toddler, or at kindergarten age, or in public school (and we,
though but a small church, have been blessed by having children in all of these age groups)

b. of how precious it is to see them develop
c. and this you desire for them even though

(A) you know that some of the joys you now have will become but memories of the past
(B) you may have apprehensions as to what the next stage of their growth may bring with it: 
(C) you realize that with true love will come grief

d. because you recognize how important it is that
(A) they mature, grow up, gain independence, establish their own homes, carry out God’s plan for their



lives
(B) yes, even eclipse their parents in all these ways

e. parental love willingly gives that this may happen

2. and for you then who teach Sunday School, or lead a Bible study group, or lead in AWANA, or are Pauls or
Peters in discipling other believers; you, too, know how precious it is to see such believers continue to
mature in their walk with God
a. so that they may carry out God’s plan for their lives
b. and, yes, that they may even eclipse you as their mentor

3. so, Paul, here tells the Christians at Rome
a. that he has just written the last few chapters, from 12:1 to 15:13, which dealt with such matters

(A) as living as sacrifices to God
(B) as serving God with their spiritual gifts
(C) as behaving like Christians ought
(D) as submitting to secular authorities
(E) as living the law of love toward others
(F) as constraining our Christian liberty by such love
(G) as of bearing one another’s burdens
(H) and as of glorifying in unity together

b. because even though they have progressed
(A) in many ways
(B) in which they should be encouraged
(C) there are still many things in which
(D) there is Still Room for Improvement!

c. and that though it may cost him
(A) to remind them of such things
(B) which they already must know
(C) he says in v. 15, “nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as

reminding you…”



(D) because it is part of the responsibility given to him
(E) so that these believers, as he tells us in verse 16, mainly Gentiles, may fulfill his ministry,

becoming an  acceptable offering to God
(F) by their following God’s plan for their sanctification

4. So this morning I, as your pastor, and though knowing your commitment to Jesus Christ, will be somewhat
bold
a. warning that when a Christian, or a local church, becomes content with where he or she is; self-satisfied

with their progress; then they have taken that first step to decline
b. this was the indictment against the church at Laodicea in Revelation 3:15–17 (NAS): 15 ‘I know your

deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were cold or hot. 16  So because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17  Because you say, “I am rich, and
have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched and
miserable and poor and blind and naked,…’

c. and, as Paul puts it in Philippians 1:9-11 (NAS): 9  And this I pray, that your love may abound still more
and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10  so that you may approve the things that are
excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 11  having been filled with the fruit
of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

E. Conclusion
1. our concluding hymn is one that expresses our desire 

a. that God should carry out His sanctifying work in us
b. that God’s Holy Spirit should so indwell us,
c. that we should so abide in Christ

2. that in our lives
a. people should not see us
b. but should see through us
c. to the Christ whom we serve

3. let us sing it prayerfully in closing this morning: “Christ be beside me”
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