
Communion service; no congregational handout
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A. Introduction
1. what is our view of God and His promises?

a. Jesus’ view was so different, and so much more informed, than that of the Jews of His day, and often,
of ours

b. in this morning’s Bible class on the lost and found chapter of the Bible, Luke 15, we mentioned the
Jewish quotation given by Alfred Edersheim, himself a converted Jew, “There is joy before God when
those who provoke Him perish from the world” —{2}.

c. In the period between the Old and New Testaments, there were a number of books written that are
gathered together in the Apocrypha: books which we as Protestants do not accept as being part of the
Holy Scriptures, yet of value in understanding those times.  One of these, written in the second century
before Christ, is a book called the “Wisdom of Jesus, son {actually grandson} of Sirach, or sometimes,
“Ecclesiasticus.”  In that book you find the author praying against the Gentiles, the enemies of the Jews,
with these words: “Raise you hand against the heathen, that they may realize your power.  As you have
used us to show them your holiness, so now use them to show us your glory. … rouse your anger, pour
out wrath, humble the enemy, scatter the foe. … crush the heads of the hostile rulers … give evidence
of your deeds of old; fulfill the prophecies spoken in your name” (Sirach 36:2-3, 6, 9, 14 Confraternity
Edition).

d. here we have portrayed a wrathful God whose promises will be fulfilled and who will be glorified only
when the Gentiles have been forcefully and visibly punished

2. but in the passage before us this morning, just as in the words we read from Ephesians 2:11-22, Paul has
a different view of the justice and mercy of God; a different understanding as to their purpose; a different
comprehension how they take place

B. Read Romans 15:7–13 — now, let’s sum up that passage before we make application

7  Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8  For I tell you that Christ



has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs 9  so
that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles;
I will sing hymns to your name.” 10  Again, it says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 11  And again, “Praise the
Lord, all you Gentiles, and sing praises to him, all you peoples.” 12  And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will
spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.” 13  May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
(Romans 15:7-13 NIV)

1. verse 7 connects the thought from the preceding six verses which we examined two weeks ago under the
heading of “Glorifying God in Unity” — it reminds us that we should accept one another as believers, just
as Christ has accepted us, because such actions bring glory to God

2. and then in verses 8 and 9, Paul says that Jesus became a servant to the Jewish people to demonstrate
God’s truthfulness in two ways; that God
a. 1… kept his promises to the patriarchs
b. 2… was glorified in the mercy He showed the Gentiles

3. and then in verses 9 to 12, he quotes from the Law, from the Prophets and from the Writings — the three
sections of the Old Testament — a number of promises of God
a. note that each one involves the Gentiles … the salvation of the Gentiles through the death of Jesus Christ

on the cross for sin; to everyone that believes — first to the Jews then to the Gentiles
b. note that each one involves an aspect of worship — here we have praise, rejoicing, singing and hope: all

evidences of worship

4. and in verse 13, Paul closes in a short prayer
a. that God’s gift by the power of the Holy Spirit
b. may be to fill them with 

(A) all joy and peace in believing
(B) and, an abundance of hope



C. So, now, just what is worship?
1. first, let’s examine the definitions

a. in English, the word comes from the same source as “worthy” and describes first of all, one “deserving
of deserving, or  being held in, esteem or repute, honour, distinction, renown” (OED) and then from that,
to show or admit such worthiness

b. in the Old Testament word most often so translated had as its root idea that of bowing down before one
so worthy;

c. in the New Testament word means to prostrate oneself in reverence, in homage, and in adoration before
one so worthy.

2. but beware lest we come to the conclusion that worship
a. takes place only in a specific place; church, for example
b. or always reflects a certain physical posture; as kneeling
c. or has certain fixed accompaniments

(A) as certain words
(B) or a certain kind of music
(C) or certain actions

d. recall, if you will, for a moment, the words of Jesus Christ to the Samaritan woman beside the well: John
4:21–24 (NAS):  Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this
mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father. You worship that which you do not know; we
worship that which we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But an hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His
worshippers. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

3. so, without citing chapter and verse, let me suggest some of the ways and times in which we may worship
God
a. every time we come to God confessing our sin and asking Him for forgiveness we are giving Him worship

… because by this we admit that “worthy is the Lamb that was slain” (Revelation 5:12) and that He is
the “Faithful and Just One” (1 John 1:9) who can forgive us from our sin

b. every time we come to God in prayer and pour out our petitions in the spirit of “Thy will be done” we are



giving Him worship … because we admit His worthiness in His power to answer; His hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: (Isaiah 59:1) and by His
sovereign right to answer as He pleases

c. when we rejoice in Christ — in His saving power — and we abandon any confidence in the flesh — in
saving ourselves — then we are told in Philippians 3:3 that we are worshipping God in the spirit

d. when we come together with other believers, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody to the Lord in our hearts — then we are taking part in worship in the beauty of holiness
(Ephesians 5:19, Psalm 29:2)

e. when we offer to God of our substance, then we worship God, giving Him the glory due to His name
(Psalm 96:8)

f. when, as many did this past week in our Back Yard Bible Clubs, we give time and effort in reaching
others, then we are carrying out a spiritual service of worship (Romans 12)

g. and, in a few moments, when we set at the table of the Lord Jesus Christ, and partake of the memorial
meal which He has left for us, then we worship Him for in so doing, we confess for all who will look and
see, that everything that we are, every blessing we posses and every hope that we have is the result,
solely and completely, of the finished work of our Lord Jesus on the cross of Calvary; and that God, and
God alone, is therefore the worthy object of our complete devotion and adoration.

D. Conclusion
1. We could define worship, then, as every legitimate expression of our devotion to God.
2. so, as we now come to this time of fellowship around the table of the Lord, let us bow in humble adoration

of the “Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20)
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