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Resurrection!
Matthew 28:5–7

April 11, 2004 

A. Introduction
1. some of our unthinking adoption of pagan religious names 

B. Jesus really died
1. testimony of R________ S____________

2. testimony of J________ and N____________

3. testimony of the R_______ and P__________

4. testimony of the W_______

5. testimony of the A_______

C. Jesus really died for me
1. Jesus death was unlike all others, marked by

a. signs in

b. signs on

c. signs under

2. Jesus death was a death for A____________ of the sins of mankind
ratifying the Old Testament S_________, and died for ______ sin.

3. Jesus really rose from the dead

4. (unwilling) testimony of the R________ and the P________

5. testimony of the W________ and the D_________ 

6. testimony of S_____________ E________

D. Jesus really is our forerunner in heaven
1. Jesus’ R_____________ is a foundation fact of the gospel

2. this is part and parcel of the gospel message as shown by…

3. so it is important because…

E. Jesus really is coming again — this is shown
1. in Acts 1:9–11 by

2. in Philippians 2:8–11 by

3. in Jeremiah 23:5 by

4. In John 14:3 by

Some pertinent passages of Scripture — Signs at His death: Matthew 27:46, 51,
52–53;  Defect of sacrifices of the Old Testament: Hebrews 10:4, met by the
Christ, Revelation 13:8; Rulers and Pharisees response to news of Jesus’
resurrection: Matthew 28:11-14;  Reaction of disciples: Mark 16:10-13, Luke
24:11;  Fact of resurrection foundational; eg., Romans 4:25, 6:4, 8:34,
Colossians 2:12, 3:11;  Part and parcel of gospel message: Acts 2, 17:22-
34;  He calls us brethren: Hebrews 2:11, He is our forerunner: Hebrews 6:17-
20;  Coming promised to apostles: Acts 1:9–11; … assured by Jesus position
Philippians 2:8–11;  … need for justice: Jeremiah 23:5; Jesus’ words to
disciples: John 14:3



—{1}.  Matthew 28:5–7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Resurrection!

A. Introduction

1. our unthinking use of pagan names
a. the days of our week: Sun-day, Moon-day, Tiwes-Day (Anglo-Saxon god of war), Wodens-Day (chief of German

gods), Thors-Day (god of thunder), Frigs-Day (goddess wife of Woden), and Saturns-Day (god of harvest)
b. and the names of four of our months are taken from the pagan Roman religion
c. and this day, we know as “Easter” comes from the name of the old pagan spring festival, after Éastre, the

goddess of the dawn and probably originally from Astarte the goddess of the Phoenicians that caused the
Israelites so many problems in the way of idolatry in the Canaanite Astoreth

2. so, when I remember, 
a. and can overcome the habit of a lifetime, 
b. I prefer to refer to this day as the Resurrection day, 
c. for this is the day we remember the tremendous event that took place on the first day of the week so many years

ago
d. when the women went to the tomb and made the grand and glorious discovery
e. or in the words of Matthew 28:5-7 (NAS):

3. 5 And the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has
been crucified. 6 He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 7  And go
quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you into Galilee, there
you will see Him; behold, I have told you.”

4. today I would like to bring to your attention five lessons of the resurrection of our Lord
a. Jesus really died
b. Jesus really died for my sin
c. Jesus really rose from the dead
d. Jesus really is my forerunner in heaven
e. Jesus really is coming again



B. Jesus really died
1. we have the testimony of the Roman soldiers

a. these were men to whom execution, death, killing was a well-known occurrence
b. near the end of the day of the crucifixion, because the Sabbath was coming, they went around to break the legs

of each of those on the cross
(A) to hasten their death
(B) because death by crucifixion is death by suffocation
(C) which would be prolonged by the automatic bracing of their feet to ease their breathing
(D) but when they came to Jesus, he was already dead
(E) for He Himself had willingly given up his spirit, his life
(F) and these were men could not be fooled on this matter
(G) yes, the soldiers knew that He was really dead

2. we have the testimony of Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus
a.  who prepared the body of Jesus for burial, 
b. which included binding it tightly in linen along with 100 pounds of spices: myrrh and aloes
c. which if death had not already occurred on the cross
d. and, make no mistake, death had taken place, but if not,
e. this would have been sufficient to suffocate any spark of it
f. yes, Joseph and Nicodemus knew that He was really dead

3. there was the testimony of the rulers and Pharisees
a. who came to His execution
b. gloating over Him in His agony
c. “He saved others, Himself He cannot save”
d. yes, the rulers and Pharisees were there to make sure He was really dead

4. there was the testimony of the women
a. who had been there to behold the events of “Good Friday”
b. who had seen Jesus’ death
c. and who now, on this dawn of the day of resurrection, came with even more spices for the burial of his body
d. yes, the women knew that He was really dead



5. we have the testimony of the angel
a. “Jesus, who had been crucified”
b. and crucifixion, with its attendant beating or scourging,  was punishment whence one did not casually walk away
c. yes, the angel knew that Jesus had really died

C. Jesus really died for my sin
1. no, Jesus’ death was not just a death like any other death

a. there were signs in the heaven — at noon until three in the afternoon, the sky was darkened (Matthew 27:46)
b. there were signs on the earth — the veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom (Matthew 27:51)
c. there were signs under the earth — an earthquake, the tombs of some being opened, the bodies of many of those

dead were raised to enter into the holy city and to appear to many on Resurrection day (Matthew 27:52-53)

2. what was different about His death? … it was a death for the atonement of the sins of the world
a. over a period of 1,500 years

(A) every day, every Sabbath, every month, every year
(B) sacrifices were offered up for the atonement — for the covering — of the sins of the nation of Israel
(C) but not one of those sacrifices, no matter how flawless the animal offered, no matter how perfectly the

ritual was carried out, no matter how cleansed was the priest
(D) ever had the power of itself to cover the smallest sin
(E) “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” (Hebrews 10:4 NAS)
(F) no, God accepted those sacrifices of obedience, only because they portrayed the death of Messiah, the

Christ, the One who could indeed bear the sins of mankind
b. for in this hour, in this moment

(A) with the death of the only begotten Son of God
(B) of the one Lamb, spotless, sinless, faultless, without blame or blemish
(C) the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Revelation 13:8)
(D) Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah, died for sin and ratified every one of those imperfect Old Testament

sacrifices
c. Jesus’ death was an atoning death

(A) Jesus died as an atonement for sin
(B) Jesus died as an atonement for our sin
(C) Jesus died as an atonement for my sin
(D) Have you accepted Jesus’ death in your place, taking your punishment, accepting Him as your Saviour, so



that through His death He has make atonement for your sin?

D. Jesus really rose from the dead
1. there is the testimony of the rulers and the Pharisees

a. consider for a moment their response to the message of the soldiers about the angel and Jesus not being in the
tomb (Matthew 28:11–14)
(A) did they try and say, as some modernist churches and preachers would try to convince us, “Well, we must

tell people that Jesus merely swooned, He just fainted, and when He wakened in the tomb he just got up
and walked away”?

(B) no way! …even these rulers were not that foolish
(1) they had been there; 
(2) they had seen His being scourged
(3) they had seen Him die on the cross
(4) and what’s more, so had thousands of others
(5) no, such a ridiculous story would not have passed muster then, just as it still cannot pass muster

b. so they bribed the guards to tell a story
(A) a story that would have resulted in their execution if it had indeed been true
(B) which result was alone prevented by the further bribe  that would be made to governor if it were necessary
(C) that the disciples had stolen Jesus’ body
(D) but, even that was an incredible lie, for there is

2. the testimony of the women and the disciples
a. the women were not expecting a resurrection

(A) you do not take spices to the tomb
(B) a part of the act of burial
(C) if your are expecting the body not to be there, if you are expecting it to have been stolen
(D) and certainly not if your expect a resurrection of Jesus

b. but they went, and heard, and told the disciples
c. and the reaction of the disciples? ...

(A) they were mourning and weeping (Mark 16:10)
(B) they thought the women’s message nonsense (Luke 24:11)
(C) they refused to believe it (Mark 16:11-13) neither the

(1) testimony of the two Mary’s, nor,



(2) testimony of the two disciples on the Emmaus road

3. the testimony of subsequent events
a. so we have these doubtful women and disciples
b. convinced, much against their own will
c. some quickly, some more slowly
d. but by appearance after appearance of the Lord 
e. so that this fearful group, scattered as feathers in the wind
f. became bold and strong
g. and could stand before rulers, and governors, and kings
h. testifying to the resurrection of Christ, even if meant their own death, because they realized that …

E. Jesus really is our forerunner in heaven
1. Christ’s resurrection is a foundation fact of the gospel

a. you cannot read through the Acts, the Epistles, the book of Revelation, without coming time and time
again face to face with the fact of the resurrection: here are a few verses
(A) He “was raised again for our justification” Romans 4:25
(B) “that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should

walk in newness of life” Romans 6:4
(C) “ye are risen with Him through the faith” Colossians 2:12
(D) “If ye then be risen with Christ” Colossians 3:11
(E) “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at

the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” Rom 8:34
b. in fact, the resurrection was part and parcel of the message of the Gospel

(A) it is part of the central framework of the message of Peter on the day of Pentecost, the reason that
the Holy Spirit could now be poured out, and the reason that the audience should now repent
(Acts 2)

(B) so much so, that in Acts 17:18, when in Athens Paul preached to the Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers, about Jesus and “Anastasis” (the Resurrection), they took “Anastasis” with Jesus
to be new deities



2. and the reason for it importance
a. is that if Jesus, who is the Christ, the Son of man and God

(A) the God-man
(B) has entered into heaven
(C) and has found a place, a residence there

b. then we, too, can look forward to joining Him
(A) He who deigns to call us brethren (Hebrews 2:11)
(B) so we have the hope, the assurance, the expectation
(C) of one day finding our residence in heaven, too

c. Hebrews 6:17-20 (NAS): 17  In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the
promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18  in order that by two
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we
who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us. 19  This hope we have as an anchor of
the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, 20  where Jesus has
entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.

F. Jesus really is coming again
1. that this man, Jesus of Nazareth, is risen, that He rose for the death so many centuries ago, that He is

alive today, that He is seated by the Majesty on High in the throne room of Heaven, is also evidence that
one day He shall return

2. that Jesus ascending into heaven, gives us a promise
a. as it did to the apostles in Acts 1:9-11 (NAS)  9  And after He had said these things, He was lifted up

while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10  And as they were gazing
intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them; 11

and they also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into
heaven.”



b. and as is implied by the very position that Jesus now occupies, for we find in Philippians 2:8b–11 (NAS):
… even death on a cross. 9  Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name, 10  that at the name of Jesus ‘every knee should bow,’ of those who are in
heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 11  and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

c. so that we know that one day His present glory must be revealed to all mankind, for ...

3. this King is coming again to judge the world
a. every wrong that has ever happened will be made right
b. every injustice will be corrected
c. “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “When I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch;

And He will reign as king and act wisely And do justice and righteousness in the land.” (Jeremiah 23:5
NAS) … and,

4. of great significance to us, our gracious blessed hope, that He is returning so we may live forever with
Him: John 14:3 (NAS): “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

G. Conclusion
1. so let those who this morning know this Lord Jesus Christ as their own personal Saviour, rejoice in the fact

and the lessons of His resurrection

2. and let those who do not, take heed, and obey God’s command on “all men every where to repent” (Acts
17:30) and to believe upon His name who because He lives, can alone give eternal life to those who come
and call upon His name.
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