
  No congregational handout — Communion service
—{1}.  2 Corinthians 5:1–5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Looking Ahead

A. Introduction
1. this is Palm Sunday

a. today commemorates the triumphal entry of our Lord into Jerusalem
(A) which begins the Passion week
(B) that ends with His crucifixion
(C) and culminates with His resurrection
(D) but on this day, the Lord Christ came into Jerusalem

(1) to the cries of Hosanna
(2) to the accolades of the people
(3) to the waving of palm leaves
(4) and to the laying down of clothes in His path

b. the two portions from the Psalms that we read today
(A) both look ahead from the time of the psalmist
(B) to the time when God’s Messiah would enter this way
(C) Psalm 24 looks to the time when the King of Glory

(1) would enter the gates of the city
(2) which would be opened wide in welcoming Him

(D) Psalm 118 looks to His bringing salvation
(1) the “Hosanna” is literally, “O pray save us”
(2) and you will find that during this Passion week
(3) the Lord Jesus Christ quoting from this Psalm in his discussions with the spiritual leaders of the

Jews
c. and we have sung some hymns that echo those Hosannas

(A) the joy that the children felt as they welcomed Him
(B) greeting “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee” – described by the multitude

(Matthew 21:11)



2. but, this Jesus of Nazareth
a. was not coming to set up an earthly kingdom
b. was not coming to free the Jews from the Roman bond
c. no, this Jesus has come to free mankind from a far fiercer  and more enslaving bond, that of sin
d. no, this Jesus has come to establish a heavenly kingdom
e. no, this Jesus came, looking ahead

(A) as he had for the many months before
(B) as he would in a short time be praying in the garden
(C) to do the will of the Father
(D) to die in the place of, to bear the sin of, sinful mankind

3. so, today, as we remember this triumphant entry of our Lord
a. we, too, are looking ahead
b. first, as in the words of Henry Milman’s hymn —{2}.

Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
Hark all the tribes “Hosanna” cry!
O saviour meek, pursue they road
With palms and scattered garments strewed,

Ride on! ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die!
O Christ, thy triumps now begin,
O’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on! ride on in majesty!
The angel armies of the sky
Look down with sad and wondering eyes
To see th’approaching Sacrifice.



Ride on! ride on in majesty!
The last and fiercest strife is nigh;
The Father on His sapphire throne
Awaits His own anointed Sond.

Ride on! ride on in majesty
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, Thy power, and reign.

c. and so, we look ahead
(A) this week to the Friday and the cross
(B) then to Sunday and the resurrection
(C) and further to His ascension and sitting at the right hand of the Majesty on High
(D) but, and as this is our communion service, beyond that to when He shall come again
(E) to when Life’s victory and death’s defeat, shall be fully manifest — not just as something seen by

faith, but something experienced — by every true believer

4. 2 Corinthians 5:1-5 (NAS):  1  For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have
a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2  For indeed in this house we
groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven; 3  inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not
be found naked. 4  For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want
to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5  Now He who
prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.
a. let us spend just a few moments together, before we gather around the Lord’s table, just enjoying the

truths of the passage that we have just read.



B. The Old House: Not Too Great!
1. Tennessee Ernie Ford used to sing these words:

This ol’ house is getting shaky
This ol’ house is getting old
This ol’ house lets in the rain
This ol’ house lets in the cold
O my knees are getting achy
But I feel no fear o’ pain
For I see an angel peaking
Through a broken winder-pane!

2. we are rejoicing this week in the happiness of two of our families in this matter of housing
a. with Jennifer and Steve — 

(A) yes, we rejoice, even though we are very sad because we will miss them both so very much
(B) yes, we rejoice, even as they are excited
(C) for they will be moving up to Barrie
(D) and though they have a lovely place here in town
(E) on which I know Steve has spent considerable time in improving the insulation and other things
(F) yet the new place will be so much better for them
(G) as they will no longer have those long drives every day

b. and, we rejoice with Nicole, Carlos, Macy and Taylor
(A) as they have just moved into a new place
(B) out of the old basement apartment which was really quite unsatisfactory despite all the

improvements that they had made
c. and so it is with our current house — this tent — our body

(A) it is fearfully and wonderfully made
(B) but it is marked by all the scars and ravages of sin
(C) and so, we look ahead to …



C. The New House: How Wonderful!
1. Abraham knew what it was to look ahead

a. he had lived in Ur of the Chaldees; he had lived in Haran
b. so he knew of the comforts of city life
c. but he left and started a pilgrimage

(A) which in one sense was completed 430 years later by his descendants when they entered the land
of promise

(B) but in another sense, has not been completed
d. for He looked for a city whose Builder and Maker was God

2. Now death takes us part way toward that goal
a. for death delivers us from the power and presence of sin
b. but it is only part way; it is a resting place until …
c. the words of this Corinthians passage are fulfilled 
d. because death, in a sense, takes from off us the rags of sin

3. but we are looking ahead to
a. a being further clothed upon by our new bodies
b. still recognizable, as Christ was after the resurrection
c. but clothed in the way God has always intended for us
d. residing not in temporary tent-like bodies
e. but in permanent immortal ones
f. and in these, living in the mansions that our Lord Jesus has gone to prepare

4. So let us rejoice this morning as well in looking ahead to the glorious coming of our great God and Saviour,
for when we see Him, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is!
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