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SERMON NOTES

Spring! Time for a New Suit
Romans 13:11–14

March 21, 2004 
A. Introduction — is it really spring?!?!

B. The Time for Change
1. in spiritual matters, NOW is the time to A________
2. our salvation is nearer, because it is getting closer when we shall …

3. sanctification, which includes “mortification of the flesh,” 
a. is a work that is …

b. yet it requires our … 

C. The Clothes to be Discarded
1. we are told to cast off the … 

2. Firstly: the lust of the flesh, includes
a. 1.  Orgies & Drunkenness: 

(A) sinning against … 

(B) wrong for the Christian because …

b. 2.  Sexual Immorality & Debauchery
(A) sinning against …

(B) current attitudes ignore the warnings …

3. Secondly: the lust of the eyes, includes
a. 1.  Impurity & Lust

(A) sinning against …

(B) an especial attack against us today because …

b. 2.  Evil Desires, Greed or Covetousness
(A) the thing desired may not be in itself necessarily … 

(B) such desires are wrong for the Christian because
(1) we are questioning … 

(2) we are putting something between us and ...

4. Thirdly: the Pride of Life, includes
a. 1.  Sins in our thoughts, though unspoken, I need to deal with…

b. 2.  Sins in our thoughts, probably spoken, I need to deal with…

D. Putting on Christ
1. He is our Armour of Light

a. which means he is our P__________
b. and that he P_______ armour, such as

 
2. He is the Source of all Grace, such as

a. the F______ of the S______
b. some finery, special clothing for me is …

c. some jewellery & accessories are …

E. Conclusion: the most important clothing Jesus provides is …

Scriptures referenced in this message:
The salvation at Christ’s return: Hebrews 9:28;  Sanctification a work of God with
man’s participation, Philippians 2:12–13, Ephesians 2:10;  Evil works to be
discarded: Colossians 3:5, 8–9; The three classes of evil works: 1 John 2:16; Our
body, residence of God: 1 Corinthians 3:16-17
Permanent consequences of sexual immorality: 1 Corinthians 6:16; Vengeance is
God’s province: Romans 12:19;  The Lord our Protector: Psalm 18:1–2;  The
protective armour: Ephesians 6:10–17; The fruit of the Spirit: Galatians 5:22-23,
Righteousness as clothing: Job 29:14; Ornaments: Proverbs 1:7–9, Isaiah 61:10,
1 Peter 3:3–4, 2 Timothy  4:8; Being in Christ, dresses us in His righteousness:
2 Corinthians 5:21



—{1}. Romans 13:11-14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Spring! Time for a new Suit

A. 11  And this do, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now
salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12  The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let
us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. 13  Let us behave properly as
in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and
jealousy. 14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.

B. Introduction

1. today is the first, full day of spring — never mind the weather!
a. the long night of winter has just ended (we hope)
b. the animals that have hibernated all winter are waking up
c. the days are getting longer, lighter in the morning, lighter in the evening — some us now drive home

in daylight
d. it’s warming up … we want to get outside and start to clean up around the place; sort of … 
e. some of you may even get involved in spring cleaning

2. some families, and perhaps you are one of them, 
a. have a tradition of getting a new spring wardrobe
b. maybe only one or two pieces of clothing
c. maybe, for some ladies, a hat
d. maybe, for men, a new shirt
e. or, perhaps a new suit — because it’s a time for change!

C. The Time for Change
1. in this passage, we find that Paul says that the believer should be one who is “knowing the time, that now

it is high time to awake out of sleep” (NKJV) – time to get up, get out of bed, and get dressed … in fact,
get dressed in a new suit of clothes



2. now there are two ways in which the words “now our salvation is nearer when we first believed.  The night
is far spent, the day is at hand.” (NKJV) can be understood
a. the first is that the salvation here referenced is that which we will realize when we shall die and sin will

no more inflict itself upon us.  This looks at the words on an individual basis, since the time that we
came to know the Lord Jesus as our own personal Saviour, we have aged and are drawing closer to the
time when we die.  We shall leave the night of this life to enter the day of His presence.

b. or, the second is that the salvation referenced is that which will occur when “Jesus shall appear the
second time without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28) When that happens we will be changed, in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and this old body will be changed into a new, glorious one.  And
this time, moment by moment, is drawing ever nearer, when we shall ever be with the Lord.

c. but, whichever meaning is intended here, the import is the same: your going soon to meet the Lord …
so, get out of your old filthy clothes and into raiment that is appropriate.

3. this matter of the mortification of the flesh, of sanctification
a. is a work that is empowered by God through His Spirit “for it is God who is at work in you, both to will

and to work for His good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13 NAS)
b. but it is also a work that requires our participation: this is why we have been saved; delivered from the

penalty and the power of sin, as we are told in Ephesians 2:10 (RGH): “For we are God’s workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus, for good works, which He has previously appointed {instituted}, that we should
practice them” (that’s a composite of many versions which I think best reflects the original Greek)

c. and this passage before us this morning, along with some others to which we will refer, tells us in
practical terms how we may carry out those previously appointed good works

D. The Clothes to be Discarded
1. Romans 13:12b (NKJV): “Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness” and then lists inverses 13–14

some of those works: “… orgies and drunkenness, … sexual immorality and debauchery, … dissension and
jealousy. Rather, … think{ing} about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” (NIV)
a. there is another list of such evil works to be discarded in Colossians 3:5, 8b–9a (NIV): “Put to death,

therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and
greed, which is idolatry. … anger, rage, malice, slander and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie



to each other, …”
b. and these evil works can be classified into three categories as we find in 1 John 2:16 (NAS): For all that

is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from
the Father, but is from the world.

c. so let us review them again under these categories

2. Firstly, the lust of the flesh 
a. one: orgies & drunkenness: sinning against one’s own body

(A) well, some may say, “it’s my body — if I overeat or abuse it with alcohol or other drugs — what’s
that to anybody else … shouldn’t I enjoy life while it lasts?”

(B) but for the Christian, this is not an option
(1) we have been recreated with a new spiritual life
(2) a spiritual life which is renting this physical body
(3) and shares that body with God Himself: “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and

that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy
him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.”

b. two: sexual immorality and debauchery — sinning against and degrading others
(A) we live in an age when

(1) the teaching is, “if it feels good, do it,” and
(2) it’s alright as long as it’s between two consenting adults, and
(3) illicit sexual activity rather than being discouraged in our public institutions, seems to be

encouraged
(B) but this attitude sadly  ignores all the warnings

(1) in Proverbs, especially chapters 5–7, for example
(2) about the abiding and permanent consequences of such illicit activity, as you will see, for

example,  in1 Corinthians 6:16 (NRSV): Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute
becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.”

3. Secondly, the lust of the eyes
a. one: impurity and lust — sins against one’s own mind



(A) for as we find in the Sermon on the Mount, it is not only the actual acts that are sinful, but so also
the nurturing in our mind of the desires for those acts

(B) and whether it is
(1) in the thoughts we have when looking at another
(2) or the pictures or magazine articles over which our eyes linger and our thoughts dwell
(3) or watching television, or a movie, or surfing the web just to find and look at such materials

(C) in all these, we need to get rid of this old clothing
(D) especially in this day and age with the engendering of such desires being promiscuously thrust

upon us from all sides, so that this is probably an area where many Christians need to return to
Christ for forgiveness, for cleansing and for power to resist such assaults

b. two: evil desires, greed (covetousness) which is idolatry
(A) yet there can be other things on which we gaze

(1) perhaps even of no evil or wrong in themselves
(2) but which are made wrong by us because of the character of the desire that we have for them

(B) such desires are evil when they are for something that it would not be good for us to have
(1) for example, when I was going to college, it would have been wrong for me to have had that

MG sports car that I would have really liked; it would have been bad for me for all sorts of
reasons!

(C) such desires are evil when they are for something for which we have no right to have — because
they are another’s for in so doing we are questioning God’s right to dispense His blessings as He
see fits

(D) such desires are fundamentally wrong because they all interpose something between us and God:
idolatry

4. Thirdly, the pride of life
a. one: if in our thoughts, perhaps unspoken

(A) anger — anger is inevitable (it may not in itself be sin) yet when we dwell on it and nurture it so
that it becomes

(B) wrath and clearly oversteps the boundary; for wrath seeks to take revenge; when we do that we
have stepped into the province of God; only He can have perfect, faultless wrath; only the judge



of all the earth can do right in His judgments; only God has this right: “Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord”

(C) malice – a deep-seated hatred 
(1) in law, “malice aforethought” can transform an accident into murder
(2) in relationships, can destroy all beauty and joy
(3) and it should have no part in the life of the Christian whom God has saved in His love

b. two: if in our thoughts, probably spoken
(A) slander
(B) abusive speech
(C) lying to one another
(D) all these are found in the scripture passages that we read; and all can slip so easily into our

mouths; so we need cleansed thoughts if our mouths are to behave

5. but as we, through the power of God that works in us, in the person of the Holy Spirit, lay aside and
discard our old clothing — put these old filthy rags in the garbage
a. we find ourselves unclothed, naked … not a pleasant thought … but then neither are the clothes we have

just talked about discarding
b. Augustus Toplady’s hymn, Rock of Ages, contains a verse which is not found in our hymnal  — perhaps

its graphic description of our lost state is too much for our modernity:

      Nothing in my hand I bring,
         Simply to the cross I cling;
      Naked, come to Thee for dress;
         Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
      Foul, I to the fountain fly;
         Wash me, Saviour, or I die.

c. now, I have spent a great deal of time talking about the clothes that we have had to take off and to
discard
(A) but there are so many of them, and,



(B) they are so filthy that they stick to us, and,
(C)  they are so ragged that we get entangled with them
(D) but now let’s go looking for that new suit 
(E) and I will just take a few items off the rack,
(F) then let you browse around for those you need first!

E. Putting on Christ
1. Romans 13:13a (NKJV): “Let us walk properly, as in the day”

a. and if we are going to walk appropriately and suitably
b. we should be dressed appropriately and suitable in order to do business for our Lord; that involves are

getting dressed in Christ Himself; of abiding in Him, of representing His character
(A) so we need His protection, be dressed in His armour
(B) so we need His grace, be dressed in His beauty

2. He is our Armour of Light
a. first of all, He Himself is our armour, our protector, for He is our Lord God, of whom we read in Psalm

18:1–2 (NAS): “I love Thee, O LORD, my strength.” The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my
deliverer, My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold.

b. and secondly, He provides armour, as we find in Ephesians 6:10–17 — so let’s look at the Christian’s
work clothes
(A) which first tells us to “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might” and then list the

armour to wear
(B) a new belt — truth
(C) a new safety vest — righteousness
(D) new running shoes — prepared with the gospel
(E) a blocker (for you hocky fans) — faith
(F) a hard hat — salvation
(G) a sword (not a dress one, either!) — God’s word



3. He is the Source of all grace
a. so through the Holy Spirit He has made available to us a complete set of graces in which we should be

clothed: Galatians 5:22–23 (NAS) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law which are very
similar to what we are to dress ourselves in as found in Colossians 3:12–14 (NAS): And so, as those
who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint
against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. And beyond all these things put on
love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

b. there is some finery, special clothing, yet to be worn every day: Job 29:14 (NAS): I put on
righteousness, and it clothed me; My justice was like a robe and a turban.  (also Isaiah 61)

c. now come over here to the jewellery & accessories counter
(A) let’s accept the instructions from the Lord; if put on, “… they will be a graceful ornament on your

head, And chains about your neck.” (Proverbs 1:9 NKJV)
(B) there is God’s salvation itself, Isaiah 61:10 (NAS):”I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My soul will

exult in my God; For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a
robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels.”

(C) or, even though designed for the ladies, this could well be  worn by men also, 1 Peter 3:3–4
(NKJV): “Do not let your adornment be merely outward — arranging the hair, wearing gold, or
putting on fine apparel —  rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.”

d. but we will have wait, as Paul had to do, for the  accessory we find in 2 Timothy 4:8, Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

F. Conclusion — He is our righteousness
1. but, before we can put on any of these other clothes

a. we need a good bath
b. we need to be fully cleansed



2. the first clothing we must don is the righteousness of Christ
a. he has dealt with all the sin that produces those evil works, those filthy old clothes, that we discussed

at such length
b. He {God} made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness

of God in Him. (2 Corinthians 5:21 NAS)
c. and if you have not already done so, then you can come this morning to Jesus Christ to have Him deal

with sin in your life, you will put on that first, that most important piece of clothing of all, the
righteousness of Christ, in which God will recognize you as one of His children

d. then you, along with your fellow believers, can start to put on those pieces of armour and those
ornaments of grace that God would have each and every one of His children wear.
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