
  No congregational handout this week
—{1}. Isaiah 64:6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Wasted Worship

A. Introduction
1. Isaiah 64:6 (NAS): For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds are like

a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. … and to
complete the thought, we will read verse 7 as well … And there is no one who calls on Thy name, Who
arouses himself to take hold of Thee; For Thou hast hidden Thy face from us, And hast delivered us into
the power of our iniquities.

2. perhaps you are wondering on this Communion Sunday, when we are gathered around the Lord’s table,
to remember His death until He comes again
a. why we are looking at this old testament passage
b. particularly such a one as this that describes our righteous acts as being but filthy rags!
c. and what a title, “wasted worship” when the very reason we have come here this morning is to worship!
d. a Bible text, moreover, that we apply to unbelievers, not to those who are the children of God!
e. particularly if you have looked at the outline in the hand-out and you see that we are going to look at

the historical context of this verse — what has that to do with our celebrating the Lord’s supper this
morning?

3. Well, as we look at the immediate and the historical context of this verse, I think that you will find the
application that we will find for this verse very pertinent to our communion service; so we will look at this
verse from the following perspectives:
a. the immediate context of the verse
b. the historical context of the verse
c. the lesson as we partake of the Lord’s supper

4. But first a comment
a. you might conclude by my comments of this verse as it relates to the Jews of Isaiah’s day
b. that may be inappropriate to use it to show that all men — both Jew and Gentile — cannot earn their



salvation
c. but as you find that truth clearly in Romans 3 and see how the Holy Spirit uses similar Old Testament

verses applying to Israel to draw the same conclusion
d. you will see that it is proper to use this verse in that way

B. The Context
1. the immediate context

a. to whom does this verse refer?
(A) is it the pagans all over the world?
(B) is it the nations round about Israel and Judah?
(C) is it the ungodly nation of Israel, the ten tribes, who are shortly to go, or perhaps are already

gone, into exile, taken away captive by Assyria?
(D) no … it is the supposedly godly land of Judah

(1) who had stood loyal to King David’s heirs
(2) who had Jerusalem and the temple in their midst
(3) who practised the religion of truth

b. first, let us note the use of “our” and “us” in this passage
(A) many times the prophets of Israel, in preaching against the sin of the people of God, use “we,”

“our” or “us”
(B) this does not mean that they had personally done the acts which are being condemned
(C) but that they identified themselves as being part of the people of God who were guilty of such

acts; and so bearing equally the guilt with the rest of the nation
(D) Isaiah’s identifying himself with the rest of the nation is found throughout this book

(1) Isaiah 6:5a (NAS): Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean
lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips”

(2) another example, which is only part of a longer section, Isaiah 59:12 (NAS): For our
transgressions are multiplied before Thee, And our sins testify against us; For our
transgressions are with us, And we know our iniquities:

c. and then see, in the verses surrounding Isaiah 64:6–7, that Isaiah is indeed talking about Israel as a
nation



(A) the prophet longs for salvation which is not happening because of the people’s sins; Isaiah 64:1-5
(NAS): 1   Oh, that Thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down, That the mountains might
quake at Thy presence— 2  As fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to boil—To make
Thy name known to Thine adversaries, That the nations may tremble at Thy presence! 3  When
Thou didst awesome things which we did not expect, Thou didst come down, the mountains
quaked at Thy presence. 4  For from of old they have not heard nor perceived by ear, Neither has
the eye seen a God besides Thee, Who acts in behalf of the one who waits for Him. 5  Thou dost
meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness, Who remembers Thee in Thy ways. Behold, Thou
wast angry, for we sinned, We continued in them a long time; And shall we be saved?

(B) Isaiah addresses God as Israel’s father, that He would deliver His people; Isaiah 64:8-12 (NAS):
8  But now, O LORD, Thou art our Father, We are the clay, and Thou our potter; And all of us are
the work of Thy hand. 9  Do not be angry beyond measure, O LORD, Neither remember iniquity
forever; Behold, look now, all of us are Thy people. 10  Thy holy cities have become a wilderness,
Zion has become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. 11  Our holy and beautiful house, Where our
fathers praised Thee, Has been burned [by fire; And all our precious things have become a ruin.
12  Wilt Thou restrain Thyself at these things, O LORD? Wilt Thou keep silent and afflict us beyond
measure?

2. the historical context
a. now, I want to focus on just one particular aspect: “the righteous deeds” which are like “filthy

garments”
b. first few chapters of the book of Leviticus, describe the provision for sacrifices mad so that God’s people

could have fellowship with Him: in thanksgiving, in worship, in the forgiveness of sin of the individual
and the nation

c. yet, in the very first chapter of this book of Isaiah you find these words; Isaiah 1:9–15 (NAS): 9  Unless
the LORD of hosts Had left us a few survivors, We would be like Sodom, We would be like Gomorrah.
10  Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the instruction of our God, You people
of Gomorrah. 11 “What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?” Says the LORD. “I have had enough of burnt
offerings of rams, And the fat of fed cattle. And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats.
12  When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 13  Bring your



worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New moon and sabbath, the calling of
assemblies — I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn assembly. 14  I hate your new moon festivals and
your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to Me. I am weary of bearing them. 15  So when you
spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you, Yes, even though you multiply prayers,
I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood.
(A) so, this is the environment in which our text was spoken, this is the historical context of the text

d. did you note that God says their sacrifices are futile? … the very same sacrifices that He Himself
ordained to deal with sin? … why?
(A) well, there is an indication right in the verse we read: their hands are full of blood
(B) and if you examine the sin and guilt offerings, you will find that their purpose is to make

atonement for the person who commits a sin unknowingly; so excluded are people who continue
to sin in a premeditated and deliberate fashion without repentance, without regret

(C) and when you read through the history of these times in the Kings and the prophets, what do you
find?

(1) the deliberate, ongoing transgression of God’s law
(2) even in the temple of God’s Presence, altars were set up to Ba’al and Molech
(3) and in the very act of what was intended to be worship, the rulers, the priests, and the people

were occupied with planning their next iniquity
(D) so what is the picture of these people of God?

(1) thought that by going through these motions of sacrifice could make things right with this God
Jehovah just as they did with Ba‘al and Molech

(2) make a sacrifice, it’s easy, no worry, do as you like
(3) and God says, “There’s just no way”

(E) in reading through the book of Isaiah a few months ago, and thinking of this message, I noted
some of the evidence of this evil, mistaken attitude of the people

(1) 22:11 they were practical atheists, ignoring God
(2) 24:16 they were villainous hypocrites
(3) 28:7-9 their false priests and prophets “drunken”
(4) 28:14-18 they had made a pact with Sheol
(5) 29:13, 15 honoured with mouth, not with heart



(6) 30:9-11 they didn’t want the Lord’s instruction
(7) 42:6, 18-19 a deaf and blind servant of God
(8) 43:24 wearying sins instead of pleasing gifts
(9) 57:3-10 base idolatrous practice (Ba’al, Molech)
(10) 58:1-7 hypocritical fasting
(11) 59:1-2 separated from God by their sin
(12) 65:3-4 polluted in their very worship

e. so, is it any wonder, that in their very worship, in their very making sacrifice itself, that Isaiah confesses
on behalf of the people, “all our righteous acts are as filthy rags?”

C. A Lesson for the Lord’s supper
1. well, there is a teaching in some quarters that the Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, the taking Communion

is a means of grace
a. which may have a kernel of truth in the sense that this is a preaching ordinance, and preaching God’s

word is the means by which God extends His grace of salvation
b. but that the very sharing in the bread and in the cup
c. automatically brings with it a conferring of God’s favour
d. that regardless of what sort of life I have been living, and which I plan to take up again tomorrow, that

wrongdoing is somehow cancelled in this service of remembrance — 
e. — well, it just isn’t so, because

2. God in Christ Jesus has given us a way to deal with such sin
a. by returning the Christ, confessing it, and seeking to be forgiven in accordance with the first chapter

of first John
b. and that should be first done before we come to this table
c. which we should each take the opportunity to do as we sing the first three verses of our Communion

hymn this morning: “Pass Me Not O Gentle Saviour”
d. or our time in this service, like those Jews of old doing their righteous acts, will be wasted worship,

displeasing to God
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