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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction
1. what should our view of civil government be?

B. The Reason for Government
1. Government as God’s A __ __ __ __

a. civil powers are put there by G __ __
b. scriptural examples are:

(A)  

(B)

c. this is independent of the government’s M __ __ __ __ quality
2. Government is God’s M __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

a. this is necessary because of S __ __
b. this role is

(A) to P __ __ __ __ __ __ the good
(B) to P __ __ __ __ __ the wrong

3. Government as God’s M __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (or servant)
a. as such, their job is to promote G __ __ __
b. for this reason we pay T __ __ __ __

C. The Obedience to Civil Authority
1. Resisting it is to resist G __ __
2. Resisting risks P __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

a. by

b. and by

3. Resisting harms the C __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
D. The Exceptions to Obedience

1. God still R __ __ __ __
a. so when there is a conflict …

2. God’s law still H __ __ __ __
a. in it we find the expression of ...

3. Our responsibility to the H __ __ __ __ __ __ __ innocents
a. as shown by …

E. Conclusion … my responsibility until Jesus Christ appears is …

Additional references pertinent to this subject
In general: Titus 3:1, 1 Peter 2:13–17; The ordination of rulers: Exodus 9:16,
Daniel 2:21, 4:17, 32, Proverbs 8:15-16, Jeremiah 27:5, 29:7, Psalm 75:7,
John 19:11; They have the right to rule and to punish despite their known
shortcomings: 1 Corinthians 2:8, Acts 16:16ff, Acts 25:11; Rule necessitated
by sin: Genesis 3:16; Rulers servants of God: Isaiah 44:28; Their right to taxes:
Matthew 22:21, Mark 12:17, Luke 20:25; God overrules and directs rulers:
Proverbs 21:1; Qualifications to obedience: Acts 4:18, 5:29, 2 Timothy
3:16–17, Romans 15:4; and examples: Daniel 3:11–18, 6:1–10, Exodus
1:16–2:2; Our prayer responsibility: 1 Timothy 2:1–2
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A. Introduction
1. earlier this week the auditor general reported the  mishandling of our funds by government ministers and

officials
a. this sort of thing causes great cynicism about the system
b. this is not helped with some laws being passed (or rendered by jurists) that are immoral from our

Christian perspective
c. and we as Christians feel helpless, frustrated because our country heads in a direction further away

from God

2. So what should be the Christian’s view of government?
a. do we vote for a man because he is a Christian, and against another because he is not?

(A) this is too simplistic as a means of choosing
(B) our passage that we read today really tells us that God uses both believer and non-believers to

do His will
(C) our basis of choice should be whether this person has already demonstrated wisdom and the other

qualities necessary to hold the office in question and to lead
b. although we believe that the majority of those in office

(A) are seeking to provide true service to the community
(B) are faced with tough decisions, where no answer is clearly right (for we live in a world corrupted

by evil)
(C) and do so with a minimum of self-interest

c. nevertheless most of us as Christians
(A) find politics and politicians very frustrating
(B) and their policies and programs very trying and taxing — in more ways than one
(C) yet Paul has a word for us this morning on this subject that should give to us a proper point of

view



3. So, let’s see what Paul has to say about
a. The Reason for Government
b. The Obedience to Civil Authority
c. The Exceptions to Obedience

B. The Reason for Government
1. Government as God’s Agent

a. the civil powers are put there by God
(A) 13:1 — they are “ordained by God”
(B) 13:2 —  resisting is to resist the “ordinance of God”
(C) now I have used the translation as found in the KJV because it shows that very closely related

words are used (which is disguised in some later translations)
(D) that first word “ordained” can be rendered “assigned,” “established,” “put in place” or “appointed”

— by God
(E) the second word, “ordinance,” can be rendered as “order,” “arrangement” or “institution” — of God
(F) but they all point to the same thing: governments are there by God’s doing, not by man’s … even

in a democratic country such as ours
(G) but this does not support what was once called “the divine right of kings” as will be also seen in

a moment
b. and this is consistent with scripture elsewhere:

(A) being warned of God’s judgment, Nebuchadnezzar is reminded the source of his rule in Daniel
4:17b (NIV): that the living may know that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men
and gives them to anyone he wishes and sets over them the lowliest of men.

(B) Jeremiah 27:5 (NAS) tells the kings of the surrounding lands that these have been given to
Nebuchadnezzar with these words:  I have made the earth, the men and the beasts which are on
the face of the earth by My great power and by My outstretched arm, and I will give it to the one
who is pleasing in My sight.

(C) Moses tells God’s words to Pharaoh in Exodus 9:16 (NAS):  But, indeed, for this cause I have
allowed you to remain, in order to show you My power, and in order to proclaim My name through
all the earth.



c. and finally, this is not based upon the moral quality of the government or ruler involved
(A) that was Habakkuk’s problem: how God could punish Israel with the much more wicked

Babylonians, and in raising such a ruler as Nebuchadnezzar
(B) but even more convincing of this fact is that the very government of which Paul was speaking was

almost certainly that of Nero and Rome
(C) so Paul could give this command in Romans 13 even though he knew that such governments —

like ours — are quite imperfect.  This he reveals in 1 Corinthians 2:8 (NAS): the wisdom which
none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory;

2. Government as God’s Magistrate
a. one lesson that we need to learn is that governments exist because of sin; since the fall of man, there

has been in him the natural inclination to do wrong
b. in fact, the first government to be established came right after the fall, in Genesis 3:16 (NAS): To the

woman He said, "I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain you shall bring forth children; Yet
your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you. … a family compact

c. but government became wider in scope as man expanded
(A) you find this through the book of Genesis as first laws were established for protection and city-

kings set up
(B) even later, but a couple of centuries before Moses, we have record of codified laws, those of

Hammurabi
d. so that is why we find this aspect of government in the words in verses 3 and 4 (NAS): For rulers are

not a cause of fear for good behaviour, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? … But if
you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; … an avenger who brings
wrath upon the one who practices evil.

e. and you notice there the role of the magistrate
(A) protecting those who do good
(B) punishing those who do wrong

f. only, unfortunately, there are many people today who would have our governments solve the problem
of crime and wrong-doing by legalizing the wrong-doing itself; this is tantamount to advocating that



government abandon its responsibility for magistracy

3. Government as God’s Minister
a. the government, whether it knows it or not, whether it does it consciously or unconsciously, is the

servant of God
(A) at least a century before he was born, in Isaiah 44:28a (NAS), God has this to say of Cyrus the

king of Persia: It is I who says of Cyrus, “He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.”
…

(B) and so it is, from Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Augustus Caesar, or even the horrible Nero,
these all are engaged — like it or not — in the service of God!

b. and we find that in our passage today
c. in verse 4, the government is twice called “God’s minister” — literally “God’s deacon” — would you want

Nero as a deacon?  I guess not! … Romans 13:4 (NAS) for it is a minister of God to you for good. But
if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God,
an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.
(A) you see in this verse that government’s first servant responsibility is for promoting good

(1) in fact this is something that they do well
(2) we know that in the Old Testament, the gifts to God went far beyond the 10% or tithe, but we

also know that much of these were to provide for the weak, the poor and so on
(3) well, your can reconcile yourself that a part of your tax dollar are for those same purposes

(B) but government also serves God by punishing evil and restricting its impact of its people
d. and there is one other evidence that governments are God’s servants … TAXES!

(A) the Bible tells us that God’s servants are worthy of their hire, in the context that those who preach
the gospel should have the right to a living thereby

(B) well, in verses 6 and 7 we find that it is government’s due — it is our debt to government — to
pay taxes, for as we read in Romans 13:6b (NIV): This is also why you pay taxes, for the
authorities are God’s {public} servants, who give their full time to governing.

4. now, some of our responsibilities in the face of this



C. The Obedience to Civil Authority
1. Resisting It is to Resist God

a. Romans 13:2a (NAS): Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; …

2. Resisting Risks Punishment
a. first, there is the punishment from God which the Christian can never dismiss lightly, as seen in Romans

13:2 (NAS): Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have
opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.

b. second, there is the punishment which has been endowed to governments, as we see in Romans
13:4b–5a (NAS): “… But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for
it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. Wherefore it is
necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath,”  and then goes on to give another reason for
obedience which we will look at in a moment

c. but first, the point is this: when we deliberately go against God’s proclaimed purpose and will, we put
ourselves in danger of wrath — that is judicial anger — on either the divine or human level

3. Resisting Harms the Conscience
a. finally, if the threat of punishment is not enough, then the guild accompanying deliberate dismissal of

God’s command should be; let me read that last verse again but in completeness, Romans 13:5 (NAS):
Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake.

b. so, the Christian has a higher reason, than merely avoiding punishment, for subjection to civil
authorities; that of a clear conscience that permits ongoing fellowship with God

c. that this is possible is because the Christian can perceive that every proceeding of government is in
reality overruled and directed by God, as we find in Proverbs 21:1 (NAS): The king’s heart is like
channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.”

4. let us recognize quickly, however,



D. The Exceptions to Obedience
1. God Still Rules – Acts 4:16-19, 5:27-29

a. no matter the fact that God delegates authority to human government — with the ability to wield
punishment up to and including the death penalty — the ultimate rule always resides with God

b. so, when man’s commands, even those of government, go in direct opposition to those of God, it is the
latter that we must obey, regardless of the cost

c. the classic illustration of this truth is found in the fourth and fifth chapters of the book of Acts, where
the apostles were forbidden to teach in the name of Jesus, Acts 4:18 and after continuing to preach,
they were apprehended again and reminded that of this restriction; their answer may have to be at
times our answer: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” (Acts 5:29)

2. God’s Law Still Holds
a. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NAS): All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for

correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God .may be thoroughly furnished to every
good work”

b. Romans 15:4 (NAS):  For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that
through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

c. and in the book of Daniel alone, we have two notable examples of obeying God’s laws rather than men’s
(A) in Daniel 3:11-12 we read of the apprehension and the accusation of Shadrach, Meshach and

Abednego who had refused to fall down and worship the golden image, and in verse 18 they say
that regardless of whether God should deliver them from the fiery furnace or not, Daniel 3:18
(NAS): “... let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the
golden image that you have set up.”

(B) then, later in Daniel in chapter 6 we read of the plot to get rid of Daniel by his fellow rulers in
which they had the king institute a law forbidding prayer save to the king alone.  Then in Daniel
6:10 (NAS) we read:  Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house
(now in his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on
his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing
previously.

d. now both of these human laws, if kept,  would have resulted in breaking of either the first two



commandments, and in God’s commandments and statutes we find the (not the way of salvation) but
the expression of the will of God in moral matters. Jesus taught these are to be followed not merely in
word but also in spirit — so, this is another aspect of “we ought to obey God rather than men”

3. Our Responsibility to the Helpless Innocents– Exodus 1:16-17, 22, 2:2
a. and one last example of a justified exception.  You will, I am sure, recall the story of the Hebrew

bondage in the first chapter of Exodus and how the Hebrew nation continued to increase in size despite
the hardships placed upon them.  So Pharaoh commanded that the Hebrew midwives slay any male
child that was born.  So we read in Exodus 1:17 (NAS): But the midwives feared God, and did not do
as the king of Egypt had commanded them, but let the boys live.

b. here we have a case where the right of the government to capital punishment is over-ridden by the
responsibility to protect the innocent

4. so, we see that in such circumstances, Christians have with clear conscience and right on their side,
disobeyed the edicts of human rulers
a. the Christians in Russia and elsewhere who refused to take part in the false religion of communism
b. the Christians in Nazi Germany and occupied lands, such as Corrie ten Boom,  who refused to disclose

the location of Jews and hid them in, or conducted them to, safety
c. the Christians in Muslim lands who contrary to the laws continue to evangelize others to Christ
d. the Christians in China who maintained an underground, evangelical church in spite of suppressive laws

E. Conclusion
1. we know that there is coming a true “just society” — not the Trudeau one but the Jesus one — but how

do we respond now?

2. first, we should pray that we may recognize when the state has gone beyond its God-given authority and
usurped God’s, and pray also that we may be give Holy Spirit strength in that time to stand for Jesus
Christ despite the cost

3. next, we are told in 1 Timothy 2:1–2 (NAS):  First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions



and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we
may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.— pray for those in civil authority

4. finally, we should continue to proclaim God’s truth, as Paul did in the very household of Caesar, so that
those in civil authority have no excuse for not knowing the commands of God

5. our concluding hymn “Thou By Heavenly Hosts Adored” is also our concluding prayer, a prayer for our
country: let us sing it prayerfully as we close.
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