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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. How deep is my Christianity?

2. How are my relations with my fellow men?

B. The Unity of God
1. Psalm 136 taught me that

2. Deuteronomy 6:1–9 taught me that

3. I know that the God revealed in the Bible is

4. Character and actions
a. in God, these are

b. in me, these are

5. God wants me, as one of His children, to be

C. Our Responsibility Romans 12:18
1. God’s intention for me is

2. my responsibility in my relations with others is

D. Our Reply Romans 12:14
1. my biggest problem with my speech is

2. God’s intention in this area for me is

E. Our Reaction Romans 12:19–20
1. in reacting to someone who offends me, I need to learn

F. Our Repayment Romans 12:17, 21
1. things I need to remember when I pay somebody back are

Bible passages related to this message
God’s unity & character: Psalm 136, Deuteronomy 6:1–9, 2 Peter 3:9,
Habakkuk 3:2; God’s purpose for us: Matthew 5:43–48, Romans 8:29; God’s
purpose of peace for the Christian: Matthew 5:9, Romans 5:1; Vengeance is
God’s responsibility quoted from Deuteronomy 32:35; The treatment of the
enemy quoted exactly from Greek version of Proverbs 25:21–22; — Some
lessons from the book of James on this subject are James 3:2, bridling the
mouth; 5:7–9, the patience of the farmer in the face of uncertainty and
difficulty; 5:10–11, encouragement by the compassion and mercy of God;
3:17, purity, gentleness, and so on are to be the companions of peace — God
will forgive the vilest who repents: Ezekiel 18; God did it for me: 1 Corinthians
6:11



—{1}. Romans 12:14, 17–21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Peace Among Men

A. Introduction
1. Rev. David Hoke begins a message on our passage today with these words: —{2}.

a. R. L. Stevenson, in “The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde,” gives us a fascinating story of a man
with a two part multiple personality.  One was a fine, upstanding and educated gentleman.  The other
was a diabolical and demented maniac.  One good — the other evil.  Even when the good was in control,
the evil was always lurking just below the surface.

b. What is underneath the surface of the average Christian?  Has the grace of God saturated your being
and altered your nature?  Or is there lurking just underneath the surface a character more like the old
nature than the new?  In 1892, the English novelist, Israel Zangwill, said, “Scratch the Christian and
you find the pagan.”  Is there a pagan inside you, clothed with Christian skin?

c. and that ends the quotation; and raises the question which I trust will be answered by the passage we
are looking at today, namely, “What do we do about our natural inclination to strike back at others?”

2. Read Romans 12:14, 17–21 (in the NASB)
a. if you teach or preach the Bible
b. every so often you will come to a difficult passage as this
c. not because it is hard to understand
d. rather, quite the opposite, its meaning is quite clear
e. but because it is hard to practice!

3. you will note that the title of our message this morning
a. is based on that 18th verse of this chapter: “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably

with all men” (NKJV)
b. and we find that it is God’s intention for the Christian

(A) not just that he have peace with God
(B) but that, with the foundation of the peace with God
(C) which comes from forgiven sin through the cross
(D) that there also be peace with our fellow men



c. so, in the passage that we just read, there is laid out a new imperative that will direct the course of our
lives into the path of a peace that pleases God

B. The Unity of God

1. it is interesting that Ryan, in planning our time of worship this morning should independently select the
two readings
a. Psalm 136

(A) which recounts God’s dealing in judgment against both the Egyptians and the Amorites which lived
in the land of Canaan

(B) and yet declares the unfailing, steadfast love of God, which you chorused to every statement
b. and, before that, Deuteronomy 6:1–9

(A) which reminds the people of God that they are to keep Him uppermost in their minds at all times
(B) and that their Yahweh is God, 
(C) and that He is one, or unity

c. which was the next truth I wanted to mention

2. God’s unity
a. first, there is His “singularity;” that Is that the God who reveals Himself in this His word, 

(A) is God alone,
(B) He only is God
(C) there is no other God
(D) He is unique
(E) and this truth is repeated many times throughout the Bible, and is one with which we are familiar

b. but there is the less evident truth of what theologians refer to as God’s “simplicity”
(A) which truth is not directly stated in the Bible
(B) but underlies every description of His character
(C) and stated very plainly it is that with out God there is no conflict 

(1) amongst His various attributes
(2) or between His character and His actions



c. let me illustrate this truth in a few ways
(A) Habakkuk, for example, could pray to God with perfect consistency “in wrath remember mercy”

3:2 knowing that while God was perfect in executing judgment, that perfection would in no way
be compromised by God’s extending mercy

(B) or again, we know that God’s patience compromises neither His mercy nor His justice; as the
verse on the front of our bulletin this morning tells us (2 Peter 3:9) 

(C) or that the holy God, who has been aggrieved by mankind’s sin, is of purer eyes than to behold
evil, yet could with perfect judicial justness become the Justifier of the person believing in Jesus

(D) or that God so loves the world He gave His son, that those believing will have everlasting life, and
yet, those who believe not are condemned to the punishment He has prepared for them

d. so God, then, being perfect, never has an inner tension as to which of His attributes He should exercise:
His power or His grace or His mercy or His wrath or His love or His holiness or so on — they are all in
perfect harmony, the one with the other

3. but it is not so with us
a. and this source of our frustration

(A) we sense an injustice and our patience flies away
(B) or, in our anger, we fail to express our love
(C) and certainly, as Christians, our old nature and our new nature are continually at war

b. but in the renewing of our minds that we may be that living sacrifice that will be pleasing to God
c. Paul will provide here some areas where we need to yield our being to Holy Spirit control

4. for, as we saw in our Scripture reading from Matthew 5:43–48 God’s desire for us as His children, is that
as we mature, we become more and more like Him; that He work out His eternal purpose for us, as stated
in Romans 8:29, “... to be conformed to the image of His Son ...” — let us look at these verses and see
some of the practical ways in which this can take place in the face of disagreeable people and
circumstances



C. Our Responsibility Romans 12:18 (NIV)

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.

1. Peace is God’s intention for the Christian, for His children
a. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” (Matthew 5:9 NAS)
b. and as we have previously looked at in Romans 5:1 (AV): “Therefore being justified by faith, we have

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:”
c. so God desires that we have peace with Him and with men

2. but, as this verse indicates
a. it is not always done as easily as it is said
b. because when it comes to other people, we are only one half of the problem — albeit, sometimes, the

major half
c. so, we find this phrase “as far as it depends on you”
d. but, lest we water down our responsibility, lest we lessen how much it depends on us, lest we excuse

ourselves too easily, let us look at what the other verses tell us

D. Our Reply Romans 12:14 (NIV)

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

1. First, what about our speech?
a. do we tear people down or build them up by our words?
b. we should be very careful before we give a person a piece of our mind: maybe we cannot afford it
c. but the first reaction when someone does something wrong to us — or we think they are — is to strike

back with our mouths, to utter bitter and biting words

2. now the this is a subject in itself for another day
a. but I would leave it with this encouragement



b. of James 3:2 (NAS):  For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says,
he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.

E. Our Reaction Romans 12:19–20 (NIV)

Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge;
I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”

1. now two words about these verses
a. one, the first quotation, from Deuteronomy 32:35 very emphatically says that vengeance, the meting

out of justice is God’s business; we are not to meddle in it or usurp God’s authority
b. two, the wording and mood of the second quotation is to suggest two out of an endless number of

possibilities in which we have a responsibility to reach out to our enemy; not just in the matters of
hunger and thirst

2. taking revenge is a deeply ingrained reaction
a. There was a game we played when I was a child; I know that my grandmother knew the game; I

presume that it is still played tody.  It has no name, except perhaps the words you shout … “Got you
last!”  In it you try to touch the other person and then get away.  As the game goes on, the blows
inevitably become rougher and rougher.  So it is with the cycle of revenge … because revenge doesn’t
end with the first striking back, but escalates in each cycle

b. so what do you do when you have been wronged? … when you feel cheated? … when you are
persecuted?

3. here are some suggestions by Rev. Paul Fritz of SIM —{3}.

a. Do not be surprised that you are called to suffer indignities, abuses, or mistreatments for Jesus' sake.
b. Recognize that the Lord may allow certain abuses for your greater humility, purity and godliness. … the

lesson in Job
c. Remember to be like the patient farmer who endures great uncertainties with the weather until he



finally harvests the crops. … that’s the lesson of James 5: 7–9
d. Persevere knowing the Lord is full of compassion and mercy … that’s the lesson of James 5:11–12
e. Consider how the prophets through persecution brought greater glory to God.

4. on this subject, because it captures the spirit of this verse, I like the story which took place in the 1930's
in the depression on the Canadian prairies.  You have heard of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”
… well this is “a pig for a pig” —{4}.

a. The Jansen family was share-cropping because they had lost their farm.  A friend told them of a farm
across from Jud Brewster.  Few lasted there because Jud was so mean.  Mr. Jansen said, “I’ll just kill
him.”

b. They moved to the new farm.  One week later, Brewster appeared at their door in a rage.  Their
chickens were bothering him, and he threatened to kill them.  The family locked them up in the
henhouse.  Peace for a time, then he showed up again.  “Jansen, your pigs have been in my garden.
They’ll never get in my garden again!”  There, in Brewster’s wagon, was their herd of young pigs, all
dead.  He had shot each of them.  Without saying a word, Mr. Jansen buried the pigs.

c. A few weeks later one of the Jansen boys came rushing into the house.  “Daddy, go get a gun quick.
Jud Brewster’s pigs are in our garden!”  The kids could already taste revenge.  The father replied, “We
won’t need a gun.  Round up the pigs.”  After a lot of trouble getting them in the wagon, they headed
over to Brewster’s farm.  “Good evening, Mr. Brewster.  Your pigs have been in my garden.  I’ve
brought them back.”  The color drained from Brewster’s face.  “My pigs, my pigs in your garden?”
“That’s right.  Where do you want us to put them?”  Brewster’s body sagged against the door and he
said, “Just dump them over behind the barn.”

d. Jansen replied with a slight grin, “OK, but they’ll just get out again.”  When it had sunk in the Jansen
had not killed the pigs, Brewster clutched his hand like a dying man.  They talked for a long time.
Brewster gave him half the pigs to keep, and on Sunday he came to church.  From that point on, he was
a changed man.

e. Later one of his boys asked him what he meant when he said he would kill Brewster when they moved
by him.  He replied, “Not with a gun.  I planned to do it another way – by heaping coals on his head.
That old neighbour is as dead as a doornail, just like I’d said he’d be.  And we’re glad to be alive to see
it.”



F. Our Repayment Romans 12:17, 21 (NIV)

Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. … Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

1. Now, peace with our fellow men
a. cannot come at any price
b. as Matthew Henry puts it, “It is not possible to preserve peace, when we cannot do it without offending

God, and wounding conscience.  Peace without purity is the peace of the devils palace.” and goes on
to cite James 3:17(NAS); But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable,
full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.

c. so the way to repay evil
(A) — evil here is not evil in concept but evil in action —
(B) is not by acceding to it, or by agreeing with it, or by  remaining silent in the face of it
(C) but by the repayment with good: not merely good in concept but good in action

2. The contest between Stanton and Lincoln for the office of president began with Stanton treating Lincoln
with contempt.  He called Lincoln “a low cunning clown” and nicknamed him “the original gorilla.”  A person
was a fool, Stanton claimed, to wander about in Africa trying to capture a gorilla when he could find one
so easily in Springfield, Illinois.  However, Lincoln did not respond in kind.  And, when Lincoln was elected
president, he appointed Stanton as his war minister because he was the best man for the job.  He treated
Stanton with every courtesy.  On the night when the assassin’s bullet murdered Lincoln in the theatre, in
a little room where the President’s body lie, there stood Stanton, looking down on the silent face of Lincoln
in all its ruggedness.  Stanton spoke through his tears, “There lies the greatest ruler of men the world has
ever seen.”  The patience of love had conquered in the end. —{5}.

3. and why are we to repay others in this fashion
a. for while we were yet enemies, God the Son died for us
b. and we need, as children of God, to show that same love for the lost



c. perhaps you, the same as I, can identify with the words that Donny Weimar has written —{6}. 
(A) I was in a good mood until I watched the news.  A young girl raped, the president had an affair,

a drunk driver smashed into a car killing an expectant mother; it went on and on.  For a brief
moment I considered vigilantism, but I quickly remembered God's command to await His
vengeance (Romans 12:19-20).  When does the madness stop?!?  Can it be true that God forgives
the most vile persons who repent?  It is true (Ezekiel 18).  And for that reason, I must be willing
to forgive as He forgives; act as He acts; be patient as He is patient; love as He loves,
unconditionally.

(B) I'm glad that God, the living God, although I once walked in the darkness of iniquity… washed,
sanctified, and justified [me] in the name of the Lord Jesus (1 Corinthians 6:11).

G. Conclusion

1. it is only by the indwelling Holy Spirit of God that we can
a. relent rather than taking revenge,
b. relinquish rather than not retaliating, and
c. reprieve rather than repaying;

2. so let me encourage you who name the name of Christ
a. to find fellowship with Him in daily devotions,
b. to follow Him in you daily walk, and
c. to forgive others for the sake of Christ
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