
Communion service; no congregational handout
—{1}.  John 2:1–11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   The Marriage at Cana

A. Introduction
1. at the institution of the Lord’s Supper as it is recorded in the Gospels, we come across the statement, as

in
a. Matthew 26:29 (NAS) “But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that

day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
b. and also in Mark 14:25 and Luke 22:;18 in similar words but using the expression “in the Kingdom of

God”

2. now, the kingdom of God has both
a. a present aspect, by which it is realized in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, made up of redeemed

men and women
(A) Matthew 16:28 (NAS): “… some of those who are standing here who shall not taste death until

they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”
(B) Luke 17:20b-21 (NAS): ... “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will

they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.”
(C) Colossians 1:13 (NAS): For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to

the kingdom of His beloved Son,
b. but more often a future aspect — as for example found in

(A) 2 Timothy 4:1 (NAS): I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is
to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:

(B) Revelation 12:10a (NAS): … Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and
the authority of His Christ have come …

(C) and many references to inheriting this kingdom

3. and Christ’s words at the last supper are referring to the latter
a. to the future, visible assumption of His kingdom at His parousia, upon His appearing, when He comes

again



b. and, in particular to that great festal banquet of victory called in Revelation, the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb

B. The Marriage at Cana John 2:1–11

1  And on the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 2  and
Jesus also was invited, and His disciples, to the wedding. 3  And when the wine gave out, the mother of
Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 4  And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what do I have to do with you?
My hour has not yet come.” 5  His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6  Now
there were six stone water-pots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty
gallons each. 7  Jesus said to them, “Fill the water-pots with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.
8  And He said to them, “Draw some out now, and take it to the headwaiter.” And they took it to him. 9  And
when the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10  and said to him,
“Every man serves the good wine first, and when men have drunk freely, then that which is poorer; you
have kept the good wine until now.” 11  This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and
manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. (NAS)

1. did you notice as we read these verses
a. we are not invited into this marriage supper?
b. we never see the bride or even hear the groom?
c. the closest we came was to overhear the comments of the master of ceremonies to the bridegroom?

2. but we do know some things about eastern weddings
a. religious professionals were not needed to officiate them
b. as opposed to our day when marriage seems often the fleeing of the newly-weds from their parental

ties, here the newly-weds join into the community of their now enlarged family and friends 
(A) wedding celebration lasting from a few days to a week
(B) taking place each day in a different home
(C) each participant calling for blessing upon the union



c. joyful praise of the covenant relationship they are entering
d. and one last point: in the eastern wedding it is the groom that is front and centre; and he pays for the

whole affair!

3. now, just a note or two about this wedding
a. it appears that in some fashion Mary, the mother of Jesus, had some personal responsibility; the master

of ceremonies had no idea, but she knew that the wine had run out and she set out to remedy the
situation

b. we are also told of Jesus’ awareness of His mission
(A) every step of the path of our Saviour had been laid out in eternity by the Father’s decree … plan,

if you like
(B) so Jesus came purely to do the will of the Father
(C) he was still engaged in private, not His public ministry with its accompanying authentication by

miracles
c. yet the loving Saviour did not disdain to work a miracle

(A) not because the request came from His mother
(B) but that this joyous occasion would not be spoiled for the bridegroom and groom
(C) because every marriage should be joyful, for it should point to and be typical of that great

Marriage Supper of the Lamb that is to come

C. Christ and His Bride Ephesians 5:25–32

25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; 26  that He
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27  that He might present
to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be
holy and blameless. 28  So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves
his own wife loves himself; 29  for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as
Christ also does the church, 30  because we are members of His body. 31 “for this cause a man shall leave
his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.” 32  This mystery
is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. (NAS)



1. this passage is part of the teaching of family relationships
a. it applies the relationship that the church has to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is her head
b. and the responsibility that every believer has the Christ
c. to illustrate how believers should live in their families

(A) the attitude of the wife to her husband
(B) the attitude of the husband to his wife
(C) the attitude of children to their parents and vice-versa

d. but in passing, it also informs us that the church is the bride of Christ, that she is the participant in the
Marriage  Supper of the Lamb

2. and in so doing it clearly defines who constitutes His church
a. it is not the people who meet in the building standing next to the old library here in town — although

my prayer is that all of them are or will be part of that church
b. no it is those 

(A) who have been redeemed, purchased, by His having given Himself up on the Cross to pay for their
sin

(B) whom Christ is engaged in
(1) sanctifying
(2) cleansing by His word
(3) making holy and blameless
(4) presenting to Himself and His bride in her glory

3. but also, as we see in verses 31 and 32
a. in what might be called the first prophecy in Scripture concerning the church (from Genesis 2:24)
b. which Paul terms a mystery — something that has been concealed or hidden through the ages but is

now revealed — this union of the man and wife is a mystery
c. but says Paul, what he is really talking about, is the now revealed truth of the union between Christ and

His church, the eternally joining of God with His people
d. and it is this eternal union which we will celebrate at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, when Jesus

Christ the crucified One will drink anew of the fruit of the vine



D. The Marriage Supper Revelation 19:5–9a, 21:1–3, 9b–11a

19:5  And a voice came from the throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, all you His bond-servants, you who
fear Him, the small and the great.” 6  And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the
sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our
God, the Almighty, reigns. 7  Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.” 8  And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine
linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9  And he said to me, “Write,
‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” … (NAS)

21:1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and
there is no longer any sea. 2  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying,
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His
people, and God Himself shall be among them,” (NAS)

9  And one of the seven angels …, came and spoke with me, saying, “Come here, I shall show you the bride,
the wife of the Lamb.” 10  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 11  having the glory of God. … (NAS)

1. we could spend a great deal of time in these last few chapters of the book of Revelation, and still have
many questions, but
a. just note this, that another name for the Bride of Christ is the “New Jerusalem”  — the angel says he

is going to shew the Bride, and what does he show? The New Jerusalem.
b. but we already know that the Bride of Christ is the church
c. so, we conclude that the New Jerusalem consists of people, of the redeemed believers bought by the

blood of the Lamb
d. and these people are the saints of God, His redeemed from all ages, from the old and from the new

testament, 



e. God’s dwelling with men, in His tabernacle, are the fulfilment of promises in the same words made in
the Old Testament as in Exodus 25:8 (NAS): “And let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may
dwell among them.”

2. no matter how we may differ in our understanding of the details involved, what a wonderful event to which
we can look forward, that at that great Marriage Supper of the Lamb, we shall be joining together into an
eternal community of the redeemed, living in the very Presence of God!

E. Conclusion
1. now, this communion service

a. is often a sombre affair
(A) as we reflect on our sinfulness, asking forgiveness
(B) and this is appropriate, because unless we have been forgiven of our sin at the cross of Christ
(C) we have no right to participate

b. but we also call it a celebration
(A) and that it should be
(B) a time of joyous anticipation, 
(C) of looking ahead in hope and praise

2. so, let us look forward with joy this morning
a. to that great Marriage Supper of the Lamb
b. when we shall be united with Him in praise of His glory
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