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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. comments on stewardship and “tithing”

2. the subject of this text: our view of our
a. P_______

b. P_______

B. Practicality in Christianity
1. Christianity should reveal itself

a. D________

b. in L_______ that G_________

c. to B________ and to S_____________

C. Attitude toward our Possessions
1. Whose are they?

2. Who/what is doing the possessing?

3. The sharing attitude takes an ownership responsibility in the
N_______ of others

D. Attitude toward our Person
1. hospitality

a. differs from entertaining by

b. puts O__________ at the disposition of others

2. hospitality becomes N_________ as we realize Christ’s love

3. hospitality involves R_____ because

Some references in this message:
Tithing predated the law: Genesis 14:18-20, 28:22, Hebrews 7:5–9; Not
giving is robbing God: Malachi 3:8–10;  Associated with Pharisees in the New
Testament: Matthew 23:23, Luke 11:42, 18:12; Our faith, our love should be
demonstrated: James 2:15–17, 1 John 3:16–18; “Giving–Love” (love that
gives) testifies to Christ: Galatians 6:9–10, John 13:35; Disciples leaving their
possessions: Mark 10:28, Luke 5:11, 5:27–28; Sermon content for a young
pastor: 1 Timothy 6:17; Threat of putting Jesus’ followers out of the synagogue
(“excommunication”): John 9:22, 12:42; One believer’s need is shared by all
believers: 1 Corinthians 12:26; The risk of hospitality is worth it: Colossians
3:3, Hebrews 13:2; Do not get weary in well-doing: 2 Thessalonians 3:13,
Galatians 6:9



—{1}.  Romans 12:13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Practical Christianity

A. Introduction
1. Stewardship & Tithing

a. when coming to our text for this morning, which is
b. Romans 12:13 (NAS): ... contributing to the needs of the saints, practising hospitality.
c. it would be very easy to slip into a message on stewardship and tithing; 

(A) especially at this time of the year when we will be looking at our financial report for the year just
passed

(B) because, after all, we need to be reminded of this every year or so
d. so we would cover such points as

(A) tithing is an old English words which means setting aside one part in every ten
(B) that the tithing in the Old Testament predated the law
(C) and look at the passage in Malachi which

(1) calls the withholding of tithes “robbing God”
(2) promises great blessing upon paying the tithes

(D) that in the New Testament, tithing is only mentioned
(1) in connection with Pharisaic self-righteousness
(2) and in Hebrews 7 to show that the Melchizedekian priesthood, which was Christ’s, was superior

to the Aaronic priesthood, for Abraham the ancestor of Aaron had paid tithes to Melchizedek
(E) but that if this was required under the Old Testament, then surely under the grace of the New

Testament we should be willing to practice stewardship and to give at least the same
e. and perhaps leave you with a feeling of mixed guilt, shame, conviction, or even fear about your giving

2. But that is really not what this text is about
a. so, we cannot really give you that message on tithing and on stewardship
b. (and, I guess, having said even as much as we have, you will not have to listen to another message on

this subject for at least a year! … except I think that we will find this subject again in the book of
Romans before we finish …)

c. for this verse is really instruction as to how we should view, as to what should be our attitude towards



(A) our possessions, and,
(B) our person

B. Practicality in Christianity
1. the title of this message

a. now, our text, once again, is
b. Romans 12:13 (NAS): ... contributing to the needs of the saints, practising hospitality.
c. and this is practical, 

(A) because it seeks to show how our Christianity should reveal itself on a day-to-day basis
(B) in relation to

(1) the saints — God’s people, whether of our own personal acquaintance or not
(2) strangers — whether Christian or not

2. and that our faith should be practical is not contrary to the fact that our salvation is not based on works
but upon the gracious mercy of God
a. James 2:15-17 (NAS): If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you

says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary
for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

b. and, if James to be too “strawy” an epistle for you, as Martin Luther expressed it, then
c. 1 John 3:16-18 (NAS):  We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay

down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and beholds his brother in need
and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love
with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.

d. Christian love is a love which gives, a “giving–love”

3. now, before proceeding
a. to look at how this giving-love should affect

(A) our attitude toward our possessions, and,
(B) our attitude toward our person

b. a comment on the order, on the apparent priority of other believers as recipients of our “giving–love”



c. not because 
(A) its easier to love believers (though it may be)
(B) believers are more needy 
(C) its more spiritual to give to believers

d. but because the expression of such “giving–love” 
(A) gives testimony to the reality of Christ’s work

(1) Galatians 6:9-10 (NKJV): And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of the household of faith.

(2) John 13:35 (NAS): By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another.

(B) so it bears witness to the transforming work of God’s Holy Spirit and the practical reality of being
children of God, of being part of God’s family

C. Attitude toward our possessions
1. Whose are they, anyway?

a. I am not sure if you have ever noticed
(A) just what Peter was saying about himself and about his possessions when as recorded in
(B) Mark 10:28 (NAS): Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.”
(C) Peter’s possessions hadn’t left him … they were still on his mind, and, after Christ’s death what

do we find him doing? … going back to his fishing.
b. but in our Sunday Bible school this morning we looked at a more quietly heroic figure, Matthew, in Luke

5
(A) because when he walked away from his job as a Roman tax-collector
(B) he was walking away from any possible return
(C) to that — or any other — job
(D) and he did so, rejoicing

c. so, let’s admit, that it is not easy to live in consistent and constant recognition that we are but stewards
of the things that we possess
(A) so it may be easy for me to fully recognize that my truck is the Lord’s and it is there for His



service
(B) there are other possessions which are more difficult

2. Who owns what; or, is it, what owns who?
a. I like Pastor Dave Wilkinson’s fable about possessions: —{2}.

(A) Two flies were walking by a piece of flypaper called, appropriately, “Tanglefoot.”
(B) The young fly said to the older one, “What do you think of this stuff called Tanglefoot?”  
(C) “I’m opposed to it,” the older said.
(D) “Why?  What’s the matter?  It is poisonous?”  
(E) “Not a bit.”
(F) “Is it bitter?”
(G) “No, it’s rather sweet.”
(H) “Then what are your objections?”
(I) About that time a friend of theirs settled downright in the middle of the flypaper.  “My flypaper,”

he said proudly.
(J) But the flypaper said, “My fly.”
(K) And the older fly said, “Ah, he is possessed by his possessions.”

b. and isn’t that the problem?
(A) instead of our using them as God has intended
(B) we find that instead they use and control us; they shape our attitudes and our actions
(C) thus Paul gave some specific sermon content for young pastor Timothy (1 Tim. 6:17, NAS):

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.

(D) which puts, I think, possessions in their proper place

3. A sharing attitude
a. now, in case you have forgotten it in all my wanderings, once again our text is

(A) Romans 12:13 (NAS): ... contributing to the needs of the saints, practising hospitality.
(B) is literally, “having a share with or having fellowship with the needs of the saints”

b. now this is not identical to the case in the very first days when in the Jerusalem church all possessions



were pooled in order to meet the needs of new believers
(A) that was a special situation in those days
(B) because many of the new believers were pilgrims to Jerusalem and away from home and family
(C) and many Jerusalemites would have been put out of the synagogue — and family relations — as

is found threatened in John 9:22 and John 12:42
(D) although Paul was taking this collection to Jerusalem to assist those still suffering in this fashion

c. but I think that the emphasis here is slightly different
(A) in the same fashion 

(1) as we have qualified ownership of our possessions
(2) so we have qualified ownership of others needs

(B) we should view others necessities as our own
(C) and this is consistent with the description of the church in 1 Corinthians 12:26 (NAS): And if one

member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honoured, all the members
rejoice with it.

d. the commonality of possession within the Christian church  means that my attitude toward “my
possessions” takes into account and reaches out to the needs of others.

D. Attitude toward our person
1. Hospitality

a. Romans 12:13 (NAS): ... contributing to the needs of the saints, practising hospitality.
b. not this matter of hospitality really boils down to our attitude toward our time, our efforts, our personal

comfort and rights, our safety, our privacy — our person
(A) you know about xenophobia — fear of foreigners
(B) hospitality is philoxenos — friendliness to foreigners
(C) and this means abandoning our protective shell — not an easy accomplishment for any of us

c. lets distinguish between hospitality and entertaining as does Karen Mains: —{3}.

(A) Entertaining says, “I want to impress you with my home, my clever decorating, my cooking.”
Hospitality, seeking to minister, says, “This home is a gift from my Master.  I use it as he desires.”
Hospitality aims to serve.

(B) Entertaining puts things before people.  “As soon as I get the house finished, the living room



decorated, my house cleaning done — then I will start inviting people.”  Hospitality puts people
first.  “No furniture — we’ll eat on the floor!  The decorating may never get done — you come
anyway.  The house is a mess — but you are friends — come home with us.”

(C) Entertaining subtly declares, “This home is mine, an expression of my personality. Look, please,
and admire.”  Hospitality whispers, “What is mine is yours.”

d. but I would also suggest that hospitality goes beyond this, beyond the mere placing of things at the
disposal of others; it is the placing of self at the disposal of others.  That is why we read those first 8
verses of the 18th chapter of Genesis; when these strangers appeared, yes, Abraham rousted everyone
up to help him, but he, himself, served and attended the three visitors; Abraham gave himself

2. Hospitality becomes natural
a. as we understand God’s love-gift to us

(A) and appreciation of His goodness is realized
(B) a “giving–love” response should flow from our lives

b. The story of the innkeeper is still fresh in our minds, so it may help to relate the following: —{4}.

(A) Wallace Perling was a young man who had been given a big promotion in the Christmas program.
This year he had a speaking part.  He only had one line but he was thrilled.  Wallace was given
the part of the Innkeeper who would turn Mary and Joseph away.  His job was to answer the
knock at his door, listen to the plea of Joseph and say, “No!  Begone!”

(B) Well, the time of the pageant came.  Wallace had practised hard and was ready.  As the
production began Wallace listened with great intensity to the Christmas story.  Finally, Mary and
Joseph worked their way to his door.  His heart was pounding.  When Wallace opened the door,
there stood Mary and Joseph.  They looked so tired.  Joseph told how Mary was expecting a child
and they were so weary.  But Wallace looked straight ahead and said, “No!  Begone!”

(C) This is where the story gets interesting.  You see, Wallace didn't shut the door.  Instead he
watched the couple walk dejectedly away.  Finally, Wallace said, “Wait!  You can have my room!”

(D) Some thought the Christmas pageant had been ruined.  But isn’t it a marvellous demonstration
of how Christ’s love can transform us with “giving-love” for others?



3. It’s Risky to Give your Person
a. giving yourself for others is risky business

(A) yes, you expose your own weaknesses and faults
(B) yes, you can be hurt by how others measure you
(C) yes, you can be taken advantage of

b. but God assures us that the risk is worth it
(A) Colossians 3:3 (NAS): For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
(B) what real harm can come to a life so hidden?
(C) Hebrews 13:2 (NAS): Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have

entertained angels without knowing it.
(D) Now, there’s a thought to go home on!

E. Conclusion
1. now, the major reason, I believe, that God has blessed this church with growth over the last year or two

a. is not that we have really great facilities for meeting — just the contrary, I would think;
b. nor that your pastor is an eloquent preacher — in fact, it is despite the fact that he is not;
c. nor, on a positive note, the gifted musicians that we have in our midst — and their contribution is a

blessing to all of us in our worship;
d. nor, simply the generosity, which you have shown week by week as the offering basket is passed; etc.

2. but that God has opened your hearts
a. both as a group and as individuals
b. with a “giving–love” toward others
c. whereby you have used your homes, your cars, your possessions, your time, your effort, your person
d. to reach out to and to help and to encourage others
e. or, in the words of our text, Romans 12:13 (NAS): ... contributing to the needs of the saints, practising

hospitality.

3. and this morning, my encouragement to all of us would be to continue in these things, and, in the words
of 2 Thessalonians 3:13b (NKJV): … do not grow weary in doing good.
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