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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. a resolution is a statement of 

B. Daniel
1. was linked with N_____ and J____ as being righteous (Exek 14:14)
2. was one of the 10,000 C_________ of Judah in B________
3. grew up in Judah where E______ prevailed among kings and people

C. Be Identified with God
1. what Daniel ate was so important because

2. the ways we need to be identified with God, are 
a. firstly, and most importantly,  in the matter of S___________
b. next in obeying Christ in the matter of B________
c. next in becoming part of the local, visible C_______

D. Be Separated
1. the child of God is to be H______

a. that is, separated from … 

b. and separated to … 

2. we should be separated from sinful to godly A_______

3. we should be separated from sinful to godly T________

4. we should be separated from sin’s P________ to godly C________

E. My resolution(s) for 2004

Some pertinent references in the Bible
Daniel’s character: Daniel 1, Ezekiel 14:14, 20; The taking
captive of the people of Judah: 2 Kings 24, 2 Chronicles 36,
Daniel 1:3-4; The character of the kings and people of
Judah at that time: 2 Kings 23:32, 37, 24:9, 2 Chronicles
36:14-16 (plus the prophets Nahum, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Habakkuk and Zephaniah); The matter of what they ate was
to be a mark of Israel being God’s people: Leviticus 11, esp.
verses 44-45; The Lord’s invitation (among others):
Matthew 11:28-30 and result of accepting it, John 1:12; The
command of Christ: Matthew 28:19-20;  The Christian to be
holy: Ephesians 1:8, godly in action: Titus 2:11-12, control
the thought-life: Philippians 4:8; The problem of pollution
for the child of God: James 4:4, Isaiah 6:5, and its solution:
1 John 1:9



—{1}. 
Daniel 1:8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Be It Resolved …

A. Introduction
1. you have probably heart those words before

a. “Be it resolved ...”
b. possibly in the minutes of a church meeting
c. and followed by some statement of intention

(A) that the members of that meeting had determined
(B) that a majority of the members had agreed upon
(C) that the organization would put into action
(D) that they would seek to carry out

d. such a statement is called a resolution: a formal statement of an intention to carry out a specific course
of action

2. and at this time of year, as the old year ends, the new starts
a. it has become customary to frame resolutions

(A) as a church or an organization, to plan and to attempt to carry out certain programs in the coming
year

(B) as individuals,
(1) to leave behind bad habits in the coming year
(2) to achieve certain good things in the coming year

b. and while it is true that such resolutions are more to be observed in their breaking than in their keeping
c. the practice of New Year’s resolutions is not without merit

(A) for it permits one to look back over the past year
(B) to identify those areas of life in which we have failed to live up to our own expectations and

intentions
(C) and to bolster our purpose for the coming year

d. for example, if you do not already done so, this is a good time to plan to read through God’s word in
the next year



3. now, in our text today, found in Daniel 1:8 (NIV),
a. But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official

for permission not to defile himself in this way.
b. there are two aspects to Daniel’s resolution of which we should take note and which are worthy of our

own imitation for the coming year
(A) Daniel resolved to identify himself with God and with God’s people in the midst of a pagan culture
(B) Daniel resolved to separate himself from the defilement that was in that pagan culture

c. but first, let us look at Daniel himself

B. Daniel
1. who was this Daniel?

a. perhaps you already know something about him
(A) that he was able to interpret visions and did so for the king in Babylon and his successors
(B) that he was a prophet

(1) although in the Jewish Bible he is included with the “writings” rather than with the “prophets”
(2) the only OT writer to refer to “Messiah” as a name in a personal fashion, rather than a title and

office
(C) he was, along with Noah and Job, named by Ezekiel (14:14, 20) as three men who would be

spared from God’s punishment on Judah for their righteousness
(D) he was one of those shining characters, very few in number, concerning whom the Bible does not

record any wrong-doing
b. so

(A) how did he come by this wonderful character?
(B) what “Sunday School” had trained him so well?
(C) what marvellous home life did he have?
(D) how did he come to be in this cess-pool of pagan society known as Babylon?

c. well, we can only speculate about his “Sunday School” and his home life, but we do know the
environment in which he was raised



2. what was the environment in Judah and Jerusalem?
a. Daniel was one of the 10,000 captives who were taken captive to Babylon after the death of Jehoiakim,

being
(A) 2,000 nobles of the land and relatives of the king
(B) 7,000 mighty men of valour
(C) 1,000 craftsmen and artisans
(D) as we find in 2 King 24, and further described in Daniel 1:3-4 (NAS): Then the king ordered

Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of the
royal family and of the nobles, youths in whom was no defect, who were good-looking, showing
intelligence in every branch of wisdom, endowed with understanding, and discerning knowledge,
and who had ability for serving in the king’s court; and he ordered him to teach them the
literature and language of the Chaldeans.

b. and what was it like in the Jerusalem from which these were taken of whom Daniel was taken?
(A) let’s look at the kings; Josiah, the last godly king had died; and with him the fruit of his reforms
(B) Jehoahaz his son reigned, and we read in 2 Kings 23:32 (NAS): And he did evil in the sight of the

LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.
(C) then came Jehoiakim; and him? Read 2 Kings 23:37 (NAS): And he did evil in the sight of the

LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.
(D) then came Jehoiachin … 2 Kings 24:9 (NAS): And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, according

to all that his father had done.
c. and 2 Chronicles 36:14–16 concisely sums up what Daniel’s homeland had come to be: Furthermore,

all the officials of the priests and the people were very unfaithful following all the abominations of the
nations; and they defiled the house of the LORD which He had sanctified in Jerusalem. And the LORD,
the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers, because He had
compassion on His people and on His dwelling place; but they continually mocked the messengers of
God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His
people, until there was no remedy.

d. so, it doesn’t sound as though the “Sunday Schools” were turning out very good products in those days
nor was the home life of the ruling class likely to be very conducive to a godly upbringing

e. in fact, we could say that Daniel came from one cesspool into another; and as evidence of this,



(A) so that among the many Jews of the ruling classes  who came and were selected for the king’s
training

(B) we find only four — Daniel and his three friends — recorded as being ready to stand for God —
of daring to be part of Daniel’s band

3. God’s Holy Spirit is not bound
a. as He preserved these four for Himself in that wicked world
b. so He can preserve you for Himself in this wicked world
c. and God would have you follow the spirit of Daniel’s resolutions today

(A) be identified with God
(B) be separated from evil

C. Be Identified With God
1. Why was what he ate so important to Daniel?

a. well, we find the answer in the 11th chapter of Leviticus
(A) that is one of the chapters that lays out before the children of Israel what they should eat and

what they should abstain from eating
(B) now the separation of animals between those which were “clean” and those which were “unclean”

was not new … it went back to Noah’s day, at least
(C) but, for the visible people of God, the Jews, it was to be a mark which separated them from all

other people and marked them as God’s own people
b. and this reason is given in verses 44 and 45 of that chapter (NAS): For I am the LORD your God.

Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean
with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth. For I am the LORD, who brought you up from
the land of Egypt, to be your God; thus you shall be holy for I am holy.

c. It was important because God’s redeemed people, those He saved from Egypt, are to be identified by
their lives as His



2. In the matter of Salvation
a. this is the most important

(A) we cannot talk of “good resolutions” to please God
(B) until we have dealt with the sin question
(C) unrepented and unforgiven sin separates us from God

b. to accept the gracious invitation of Jesus as recorded in, Matthew 11:28–30 (NAS): Come to Me, all who
are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for
I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My
load is light.

c. and know the reality of sins forgiven, of their burden being taken away, of being accepted into God’s
family: John 1:12 (NAS):  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children
of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.

d. then and only then, can the rest of this message be in any way meaningful to you

3. In the matter of Baptism
a. when the Lord Jesus, after His resurrection from the dead, commissioned His followers, He used these

words: Matthew 28:19–20 (NAS) Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

b. and water baptism, 
(A) the going down into the water in imitation of Jesus’ being buried in the tomb, and 
(B) the coming up from the water, portraying Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, 
(C) was the instrument given by Christ, 
(D) so that those who were identified with Him through salvation might give public testimony of, and

identify  themselves with, Him as their Saviour
c. so I would encourage every believer to obey the Lord in identifying themselves with Him through

baptism



4. In the matter of the Church
a. at the instant that you accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your own personal Saviour, you are joined

together with all other believers as part of His church
(A) the word church means “those who have been called out” and those who are believers are in a

very special way those who have been called out from the rest of mankind to belong to Jesus
Christ

(B) but, we also find in the New Testament, that as soon as people became believers, they also
became associated with other believers in their town or region, they joined together as a local
congregation or church

b. many reasons are given in the Bible as to why we should join together as Christians in a local and be
identified in this way as a part of God’s people, among which are
(A) that we might love and serve each other
(B) that we might support one another
(C) that we might worship together
(D) and that we might tell others of Jesus

c. and I would encourage every believer who has not done so to align with the people of God in a local
church

D. Be Separated
1. God’s people are to be holy

a. Ephesians 1:8 (NAS):  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before Him. In love

b. the word “holy” literally means separated
(A) separated from evil, from sin, from wrong, from Satan
(B) separated to good, to right, to love, to God

2. From sinful to godly actions
a. now, you and I might think, what harm in the king’s meat?

(A) but Daniel recognized that would compromise His claim to worship the one true God
(B) that would break his identification with that God



b. and, for us who are Christians, God’s word tells us the purpose for which He saved us from sin … that
it is 
(A) Titus 2:11-12 (NAS): For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing

us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the
present age,

(B) our lives should identify us as being Christians
(1) not merely because we claim to be by our mouths
(2) but by our sensible, righteous, godly actions

c. let us resolve that our life actions will mark us as Christians

3. From sinful to godly thoughts
a. now more about that word “sensibly” which we just read from Paul’s letter to Titus

(A) how do we control our thought life?
(B) surely to Daniel, it was tempting to look upon the king’s favours as a good thing 

(1) “Hey! I’ve got it made!”
(2) “Say! This is a bit of alright!”

(C) but Daniel saw beyond the attractiveness of the king’s meats — and sin can be very attractive —
to what the results of such compromise would be

(D) and he guided his thoughts away from what appeared pleasant to do to think on what things he
should do

b. and the Bible tells us Christians that we are to control our thought lives in Philippians 4:8 (NAS): Finally,
brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your
mind dwell on these things.

c. let us resolve that our thought life will agree with our testimony as being Christians

4. From sins pollution to godly cleanliness
a. we live in a word that is in revolt against God; James 4:4 tells us that whoever “wishes to be a friend

of the world makes himself an enemy of God”
b. so even though 



(A) we do not partake in the actions of this world
(B) we seek to avoid the thinking of this world
(C) as we spend time among our relatives, our friends, our work-mates, our fellow students

(1) we will inevitably be tested in that we
(a) see those things that grieve God
(b) hear those words that revile God

(2) and recognize how eagerly our old, sinful nature would leap to partake of such thins
c. bringing us to the realization that the mere concourse of our day has left us unfit to enter the presence

of God; or as Isaiah exclaimed, in 6:5 (NAS) “… Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of
unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips …”

d. but thank God that confession can deal with this, 1 John  1:9 (NAS): If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

e. let us resolve that we will regularly seek cleansing from the polluting influence of this world

E. Conclusion
1. what about you this morning?  Have you already identified yourself with God and with His people?  If you

have not, then there is extended to you this morning a threefold invitation
a. come and receive Jesus as the Saviour, the One who died to take away your sin — be identified with

the Sin-Taker
b. obey Jesus’ command to those who follow Him that they be baptized — be identified with the Risen Lord
c. come and join in fellowship in the local church — be identified with the children of God

2. what about the coming year?
a. what are the habits, the actions, and the thoughts that are darkening the joy of your salvation and

which you know that you should put aside?
b. what are the deeds of goodness and godliness that you should take upon you so as better to serve your

Saviour?
c. Be It Resolved … this morning, that in the coming year you will seek to walk more closely and more

obediently with your great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ
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