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A. Introduction

1. in a few moments we will be inviting those who know the Lord Jesus Christ as their own personal Saviour
to gather around this table of the Lord, this time of remembrance of the Lord until He shall come again
a. and, probably more often than once, we will be reminded of the words of the Lord Jesus when He

instituted this memorial service
b. “This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.” (Luke 22:20 AV) or the similar words

from the passage in 1 Corinthians 11
c. and we shall see again, that Christianity, like its fore-shadowing predecessor in the Old Testament, is

founded upon the shedding of blood

2. now this is not at all favourable to people in this day and age
a. Judaeo-Christianity is called a “bloody religion” both

(A) for the punishment meted out to pagan nations and promised to those who refuse God’s offer of
salvation

(B) and for the sacrificial system which brings atonement
b. so that this abhorrence of the idea of blood is even to be found within the church itself

(A) at least one children’s program discourages the singing of such hymns as “There is Power in the
Blood”

(B) I recently read the statement of faith of a missions organization; it was fine as far as it went, but
(1) there was no mention that mankind is sinful
(2) there was no mention that sin brings punishment
(3) there was no mention that Christ’s death was to bear the sins of mankind
(4) there was no mention that judgment is coming, that there is a hell as well as a heaven

(C) people do not want to think of these unpleasant things
(1) yes, the sacrificial system that we find in the book of Leviticus is ugly; the number of sacrifices

at the dedication of the temple brings to mind an ugly picture; it is distasteful and it is



distressing
(2) and, yes, the cross on which Jesus Christ died is ugly; crucifixion is ugly; the cross is not simply

a pretty little ornament to wear on a chain or a lapel … it is a terrible instrument of torture 
(3) but then too, remember: sin is ugly, uglier than we who walk around knee-deep in it every day

can begin to imagine; it is not the attractive, desirable thing portrayed in magazines, in the
media, and by Satan; no, it is an ugly affront to a righteous and holy God

c. so, we wear the cross — not because it is pretty — and we partake of the tokens of this memorial, the
bread and the wine — not because they are going to stave off the pangs of hunger — but because they
remind us of the love of our Lord Jesus and His willing death to deliver us from the ugly, ugly nature and
consequences of our sin

3. which brings us to

B. Our Text, Leviticus 17:11 (NAS): For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you
on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes
atonement.

C. before proceeding, let us note a few things from the context

1. first, the word “kill” in verse 3
a. also translated “slay” or “slaughter”
b. by the context of the chapter implies “for the purpose of sacrifice” which is why the NIV renders it so
c. but, while the Israelites were on the way to the land of promise, it also applied to the killing of animals

for food, that being in the character of a peace offering

2. then, verse 5,  “brought to the door of the tabernacle”
a. God appointed a specific place — and way — for man to come and get right with God
b. any approach to God must accord with God’s command, not with man’s conceptions — people don’t like

that truth
c. so we have a distinction here between the exclusive God-given religious practice and all other religious

forms



3. and, verse 12, “no soul of you shall eat blood”
a. refers as seen in the chapter as a whole, to that  blood shed violently, whose shedding has resulted in

death
b. and was in direct prohibition of pagan practices

(A) which eating of blood was a religious practice
(B) seeking to gain the spirit and strength of the one slain — whether an enemy or an animal

c. because life belongs to God, and to Him alone, and,
d. the prohibition being, moreover, to keep man from making common — profaning — God’s gift, the

atonement

4. in the larger context of Scripture as a whole, we find these commands agreed with God’s previous dealings
with mankind
a. in Genesis 4:1-8, in the history of Cain and Abel, we find animal sacrifice was needed to restore

acceptance with God
b. in Genesis 22:2, in the history of Abraham taking Isaac to Mount Moriah, we find that God directed

Abraham to a specific place where an offering would be accepted
c. in Genesis 9:4, the eating of flesh still containing the blood is forbidden to Noah, centuries before calling

Abraham

D. Now let’s repeat the text, but substituting in the English translation two of the original Hebrew
root words

1. (NAS): For the NEPHESH of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to KOPHAR for
your NEPHESH; for it is the blood by reason of the NEPHESH that KOPHAR’s.

2. if you have read books by Jewish writers, even works of fiction, you will probably have come across that
word NEPHESH, because it is not easily translated
a. yes, it means life; yes, it means soul
b. but it is of a wider meaning: the NEPHESH is what makes a being a distinct and vital created being
c. It is this word we find in Genesis 2:7 (AV), “And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground,



and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” — a living NEPHESH,
distinct from all others.

d. the text tells us that it is the NEPHESH of the sacrificial victim that takes the place of the NEPHESH of
the one making the sacrifice: vicarious, like for like,  substituting  the sacrifice’s life for the sinner’s life
already forfeit

3. and the word KOPHAR you know in its form of the Jewish day of atonement, YOM KIPPUR.
a. and KOPHAR means the same as its English sound-alike, “cover”
b. so God looking down upon the sinful NEPHESH of a man, sees it KOPHAR’ed with the NEPHESH of the

sacrifice made: blood for blood, life for life, soul for soul, so that man can come and worship God

4. and finally, we find that as we know from physiology, it is the blood that contains the NEPHESH
a. there are two carotid arteries near the necks’ surface
b. a light pressure on both these can render a person unconscious in a matter of seconds
c. continued pressure will separate your NEPHESH and your body … life will depart
d. so the blood contains NEPHESH, contains life, and as sin requires death, so we read in Hebrews 9:22

(NAS) And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. — this meets the demands of justice

E. but we know that those Old Testament sacrifices were useless in themselves … they had no
inherent power

1. the writer to the Hebrews tells us this in 10:4 (NAS) For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to
take away sins.
a. because they were not truly like for like, the value of an animal is unequal to that of a man
b. because those sacrifices were only “given” — the word in our text — by God until He would introduce into

history
(A) the cross which is the reality of which the brazen altar is the antitype
(B) the death of His own Son who is the reality of which every sacrifice ever made on Jewish altars is

the antitype



2. or as Isaac Watts put it in that hymn that was read to us: —{2}.

But Christ the heav’nly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they.

3. So as we this morning remember the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, giving His blood on the cross, His life
that we might have life, let us do so with worship, with thanksgiving, and with the anticipation of His great
and glorious appearing, when He shall transport us into heaven’s eternal realm
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