
(Communion service; no congregational handout)
—{1}. 1 Corinthians 11:26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Till He Come

A. Introduction
1. Today we are having a Communion Service

a. As I have been preaching through a number of books over the past couple of years
(A) I have been a little stressed on Communion Sundays
(B) for, when a series of sermons is from a Bible book

(1) there is a strong teaching emphasis in each
(2) with a need to lay a foundation each week from

(a) the context of the passage
(b) the meaning of the passage
(c) and how the passage fits into other passages

(3) which all takes time, even for a short passage
(4) and further time to apply it, I hope,  meaningfully

(C) thus, on these Sundays, I discover myself
(1) either rushing through the message
(2) or rushing through the Communion Service

(D) thereby denying God’s people of the blessing that they should have from our time of worship
together

b. now, in discussing my quandary with one of you, I was given the suggestion of “why not break away
from the series and preach on a simpler theme — on the communion time itself — just have a one-point
message?” 

c. and considering this as pretty good advice, I am going to follow it — well, I’ll follow it in part, at least

2. so, today, let us look at this memorial that Jesus left with us, His disciples, and at that short text which was
in our reading this morning, “Till He Come”
a. and we only have one subject this morning
b. the fact that this is a remembrance service
c. but I do have three points — not just one — one for each of the three words of our text

(A) “Till” – a Persisting Remembrance



(B) “He” – a Personal Remembrance
(C) “Come” – a Purposeful Remembrance

B. “Till” – a Persisting Remembrance
1. the word “Till”

a. tells us not only that we have under consideration here an interval of time 
(A) which has a definite term
(B) which is to be marked “finished” by a specific event
(C) which has a culmination to which we look forward

b. but also, that in the meanwhile there are
(A) certain expectations of what we should be doing
(B) certain activities in which we should be engaged

2. As Jesus Christ approached His death
a. in a special way, He prepared His disciples for His death
b. this was found in His prayer for them, in His teaching to them and in the intimate time that He spent with

them
c. one teaching, very pertinent to the discussion this morning, is found in Luke 19:12–27, which begins with

these words He said therefore, “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a
kingdom, and to return. And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto
them, ‘Occupy till I come.’ ”
(A) reading the rest of this parable of Jesus to his disciples
(B) you will find it clear that the nobleman, in question, refers to the Lord Jesus Christ, Himself
(C) and that the servants refer to His disciples — both then and now;
(D) moreover, the implication of that word “Occupy”

(1) was not just when they happened to think of it
(2) nor once a week, or month, or year
(3) but rather that this was to be their ongoing activity all the time that he was away, taking the

amount entrusted to them and using it for His service
d. so, turning to this memorial service, we find an analogous application

(A) He has left Christians a unique and distinct way in which we can remember Him on an ongoing



basis
(B) as a congregation, we do this formally on a monthly basis, with other services at special times

during the year, such as Good Friday and Christmas
(C) but Christians are not so limited

(1) many Christians practice having such a service with Christian guests — particularly those whom
they see only infrequently

(2) and on this matter, I feel I must take issue with the implications of the Baptist Confession of
1689 saying that this ordinance is “to be administered by those alone who are qualified and
called to do so” or only those who are ordained; whereas in the book of Acts we find that the
new believers “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers” (2:42) and that this took place “from house to house” (2:46)

(D) so take time, take advantage of the occasion, to meet together with other Christians in this way

C. “He” – a Personal Remembrance
1. we use the term “communion” to speak of this memorial

a. and that just means to have union with, be united with
b. and is the underlying meaning of the word translated as “fellowship” in the Bible
c. so this is a time when,

(A) in remembering that Christ died for our sins
(B) of how, as we are told in Romans 5:6,  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ

died for the ungodly.
(C) and we can stop for a little while from our busy pace

(1) recollecting those things that have interrupted our fellowship, our communion, with our Saviour
(2) turning to Him in sorrow, in regret, in remorse
(3) asking for forgiveness
(4) and for restoration to our closeness with Him

2. So as we pause this morning
a. we have the opportunity to examine ourselves
b. to ask ourselves the questions

(A) Am I walking as close to the Lord Jesus Christ as I once did, as I did in days of old?



(B) Am I walking with Him as closely as I can?
(C) What has made my love grow cold?
(D) What has come between me and my Saviour?

c. may our aspiration be, in the hymn-writer’s words,
Nothing between my soul and the Saviour,
Naught of this world’s delusive dream:
I have renounced all sinful pleasure,
Jesus is mine; there’s nothing between.
Nothing between my soul and the Saviour,
So that His blessed face may be seen;
Nothing preventing the least of His favour,
Keep the way clear! Let nothing between.  —{2}.

D. “Come” – a Purposeful Remembrance
1. now there are all kinds of memorial services

a. the one with which we are most familiar is that which is held on Remembrance Day (which by the way,
we will have as part of our service next Sunday)

b. and the emphasis in this, as well as most of the memorial services which we find in this world
(A) is to look back to certain events in the past
(B) with perhaps some thought of the current good things that we enjoy as a result

2. but this Memorial Service that the Lord Jesus Christ instituted is unique, because it also looks forward to
a very specific future event, a singular event, and once in all of history event,
a. Jesus is coming again!
b. Jesus said as much which He instituted it: Mark 14:14–26 NKJV: And He said to them, “This is My blood

of the new covenant, which is shed for many.  Assuredly, I say to you, I will no longer drink of the fruit
of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” And when they had sung a hymn,
they went out to the Mount of Olives.

c. so there is a purpose to this memorial
(A) we are looking forward to a culmination of this world age, when the kingdom of God shall be

complete



(B) and in so doing, we are preaching, proclaiming the finished work of Jesus Christ, His death for
sinners, so that they may call on God’s mercy to be delivered from the wrath to come at Jesus’
return

E. Conclusion
1. I invite, therefore, those who know the Lord Jesus Christ as their own personal Saviour, to join together

this morning, in communion with our Lord, as we partake of this memorial which He has left for us

2. and we will begin with the singing of a beautiful hymn on this theme — perhaps new to some of you — by
Edward Henry Bickersteth, a clergyman in the Church of England and the title of which is our text for today,
“Till He Come”
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