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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction; “I am a S___________ A_________ of G_____”

B. Involvement before God Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV)
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

1. “beseech”

2. “therefore”

3. “living”

4. “reasonable”

5. “world”

C. Involvement before Men
1. humility in serving the brethren Romans 12:3–5 (NKJV)
For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you,
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have
many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same
function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members of one another.

a. humility involves a proper self-E____________

b. humility results from our measure of F________

2. our gifts in serving the brethren Romans 12:6–8 (NKJV)
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let
us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or
ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he
who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads,
with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

a. the gifts that God gives
(A) D__________ for each individual
(B) are based on His P__________ and His G_______
(C) are entrusted to us as S____________

b. what do these gifts have in common? They are to be U______

Pertinent Scripture References
Christ’s promise of His presence: Hebrews 13:5; The incentive for service
Ephesians 2:4-5; Sin requires punishment: Ezekiel 18:4, 20; Removal of
condemnation in Christ: Romans 8:1; Satan’s prowling: 1 Peter 3:8; we are a
new creation: 2 Corinthians 5:17; The need for nourishment: 1 Peter 2:2);
Exposition on spiritual gifts: 1 Corinthians 12, 13, 14; Agabus’ prophecy to
Paul: Acts 21



—{1}. Romans 12:1–8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Our Place in God’s Work

A. Introduction
1. Note: the following comments were made prior to the Scripture reading (Romans 12:1–8 in the NAS)

a. One suggested outline of the book of Romans is 
(A) Romans 1 to 8: The Gospel to the World
(B) Romans 9 to 11: The Gospel and the Jew
(C) Romans 12 to 16: The Gospel in the Church
(D) which, while it has the advantage of simplicity, and does give a rough idea of the contents of the book,

strikes me as reflecting too dispensational a viewpoint, one which is unwarranted by the flow and text of
the book;

b. So, I prefer one which is a modification of that suggested by Rev. John McNicol, D.D., principal of the Toronto
Bible College in the first half of the 20th century:
(A) Romans 1–3:20 Righteousness Needed (or, the Story of Sin)
(B) Romans 3:21– 5 Righteousness Provided (or, the Story of Faith)
(C) Romans 6–8 Righteousness Applied (or, the Story of Grace)
(D) Romans 9–11 Righteousness Refused (or, the Story of Mercy)
(E) Romans 12–15:13 Righteousness Realized (or, the Story of Renewal (or Renovation))
(F) Romans 15:14–16 Righteousness Resident (or, the Story of People (or Saints))

2. Rev. Dave Wilkinson, a Presbyterian pastor, tells of preparing for his ordination and the psychological tests he took
—{2}.

a. these involved answering “Yes” or “No” to statements as
(A) I love my father more than I love my mother
(B) people are all out to get me
(C) rooms with hairy walls make me nervous
(D) I prefer working with people to mining coal

b. when he came to this one: “I am a special agent of God”
c. so how do you answer this? Yes? No?
d. what will the person marking take me to be?

(A) a wide-eyed fanatic leading others to mass suicide?
(B) a Joan of Arc hearing voices and leading armies?
(C) someone under a delusion of grandeur?



e. but when we come to the Bible passage that we have read today, we discover, lo and behold, that for a
Christian, the answer must be “Yes”

f. God has called us each and every one out of the world to carry out His work in the world — each Christians has
been commissioned as “a special agent of God”

3. So let us look this morning at this commissioning, at our place in God’s work, at our involvement in His service
a. first, our involvement before God, Romans 12:1–2
b. then, out involvement before Men, which has two parts:

(A) humility in serving the brethren
(B) our gifts in serving the brethren

B. Involvement before God

“I plead with you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present all your faculties to Him as a living
and holy sacrifice acceptable to Him. This with you will be an act of reasonable worship. And do not follow the
customs of the present age, but be transformed by the entire renewal of your minds, so that you may learn by
experience what God’s will is — that will which is good and beautiful and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2 Weymouth)

1. This is the first passage from which I every preached a message, at the age of about 17 almost 50 years ago to
a group of young people from my own and another church.
a. I know that my head understanding of the passage was correct and orthodox
b. I believe that I explained the passage clearly despite my nervousness
c. I remember that I was intense in my desire that each one there would take these word to their own heart
d. but it has taken the many years since that evening for me to begin to realize what is encompassed in these

verses

2. Let’s just look at a few of the things that are to be seen:
a. First the opening words: “I plead,” “I urge,” or “I beseech”

(A) yes, it is clear that these are spoken
(1) urgently — God wants our attention
(2) as a command — God wants our obedience
(3) intensely — God says these are important

(B) but there is another strain of meaning as well



(1) for the words are literally “I call you to my side,” “I invite you”
(2) it is the word from which we get that very special name for the Holy Spirit — the Comforter — the One

who makes strong
(C) note then, that in what follows, we are not sent to carry out this commission alone, but all along we have

the promise of our Saviour God, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5)

b. “Therefore” — the verse goes on: what is going to be said is the outcome of all that has been said in this book
in the first eleven chapters — and what is that?
(A) well, a couple of weeks ago, we spoke on the fact that Israel had been chosen and not abandoned
(B) and my main theme had been that God was going to carry out what He intended, what He had promised
(C) but Peter after the message commented that what had struck him was the mercy of God
(D) which is interesting because the message of the first eleven chapters is just that: man is sinful, but God

is merciful and has provided salvation to sinful mankind
(E) “Therefore, … by the compassions of God; by the mercies of God”  — that is the incentive for all that

follows; that is why we delight in serving Him — because “… God, being rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved),” (Ephesians 2:4-5 NAS)

c. “living”
(A) the Old Testament sacrifices for sin involved death
(B) that was because sin requires punishment: “the soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Exekiel 18:4, 20)
(C) but the first eleven chapters of Romans have explained that our sin has been forever dealt with by the

work of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary, so that “There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1 NAS)

(D) so there is a new kind of sacrifice
(1) a sacrifice in which the sacrificer gives himself
(2) not to die, but to live — to be truly alive — to be alive in Christ Jesus
(3) and such a new life will inevitably — just as night follows day — be involved in service

d. “reasonable” — the word in the original is “logikos” 
(A) such service is logical — just as night follows day
(B) what has gone before is for the purpose of this result
(C) and so, the believer, for the first time is able to perform an act of reasonable worship, pleasing to God



e. and then the word “world,” or, as better translated by Weymouth, “present age”
(A) in some baptismal services you may have heard the candidate asked, “Do you renounce the world, the

flesh and the Devil?”
(1) the dangers of the last two — the flesh and the Devil — are readily apparent

(a) we know that the flesh — our old man — lusts against the Spirit and for sin
(b) we know that Satan “as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8)

— obviously to be avoided
(2) but the world, this present age — what is it?

(a) we live in the world, but not of the world
(b) so how do we avoid conformity?

(B) this is particularly difficult, because I cannot preach specifics about your not being conformed to the world
— I cannot set out a list of “do’s and don’t’s” which would make it very easy — and why not?

(1) because every one of us here this morning dwells in his or her own unique world — present age —
faced with temptations unique to their situation and circumstances

(2) I cannot begin to know what you face, what things would conform you in a fashion that would deform
you as a Christian; nor can you know mine

(C) so I have to take you back to first principles
(1) to the fact that “if any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
(2) to the fact that this new creation that we are needs to be fed and nourished, first “like newborn babes,

long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,” (1 Peter 2:2 NAS)
and later taking on the meatier study of God’s word.

3. so, let me summarize these verses, as did W. W. Wythe in the 19th century —{3}. concerning the sacrifice we are
enjoined
a. Its nature — a thank-offering — willing “present.”
b. Its motive — gratitude for “mercies.”
c. Its matter — the entire man — “bodies.”
d. Its qualities:

(A) Living.
(B) Holy.

e. Its results — “acceptable.”



C. Involvement before Men
1. humility in serving the brethren

“For through the authority graciously given to me I warn every individual among you not to value himself unduly,
but to cultivate sobriety of judgement in accordance with the amount of faith which God has allotted to each one.
For just as there are in the one human body many parts, and these parts have not all the same function; so
collectively we form one body in Christ, while individually we are linked to one another as its members.” (Romans
12:3-5 Weymouth)

a. one of the most difficult things for us to have is a balanced view of our own selves
(A) the dangers are

(1) that we place too high a value on our own selves, on our contribution, on our work
(2) that we place too low a value on those same things

(B) and the original implies walking that fine line: “do not estimate your value above that which is the real
value”

(C) because, when we look within, we have our “Romans 7" experience … seeing the horrible condition of our
old man; but God wants us to look above, and have our “Romans 8" experience, seeing what He is making
us in Christ Jesus

b. so, in the church it is important to note a number of facts
(A) just as every part of our body has its importance — including those that were once dismissed by scientists

and doctors as vestigial and unnecessary — so in the church of Christ, every member is important
(B) that phrase “amount of faith” is to be found both in these verses and in the next three verses — and it

is quite evident, therefore, that our contribution to the body life — to the church of Jesus Christ — is
based not on what we see ourselves doing, but on what we see God doing in and through us

(C) now that’s important because it takes the pressure away from us as individuals — from our skills, from
our ideas, from our strength — and places it wholly on God, on His power

(D) and that is why humility one to another is so needed for this church to fulfill its purpose in the community
c. so, now let us look briefly at

2. our gifts in serving the brethren

“But since we have special gifts which differ in accordance with the diversified work graciously entrusted to us, if
it is prophecy, let the prophet speak in exact proportion to his faith; if it is the gift of administration, let the



administrator exercise a sound judgement in his duties. The teacher must do the same in his teaching; and he who
exhorts others, in his exhortation. He who gives should be liberal; he who is in authority should be energetic and
alert; and he who succours the afflicted should do it cheerfully.” (Romans 12:6-8 Weymouth)

a. the first points in these verse that I would stress — and Paul does in 1 Corinthians 12 where he deals with this
subject in much more detail — is 
(A) that the gifts God gives to his children

(1) differ according to each individual of the church
(2) are based 

(a) on His varied purposes for the church
(b) on His sovereign grace

(3) and are entrusted to us as stewards — remember the parable of the lord giving talents to three of his
servants?  An assumption that they would be used accompanied those gifts; so it is with us

(B) so, we should have no cause
(1) either to envy others of the gifts and ministries that God has given to them 
(2) nor to be boastful of those gifts and ministries that we have been given by God

b. now, concerning this given list of gifts in particular, I have only a few comments
(A) firstly, the subject of the gift of prophecy is one that sometimes leads to discussion, so let me point out

(1) the words of such prophecy in the New Testament was not considered authoritative
(a) Paul was not constrained by Agabus’ warning in Acts 21 to halt his trip to Jerusalem
(b) 1 Corinthians 14 tells us the words of such prophets are to be tested by others

(2) 1 Corinthians 13 tells us that prophesying shall be done away when knowledge is perfect, which I
understand to be when the inspiration of the New Testament was completed, so that such utterances
were no longer needed since people had the Bible

(3) there was a lady who strongly believed that she had the gift of prophecy, that she heard God speaking
to her and that she could give direction to the church — however, it seem unreasonable to accept her
leadership since, as the pastor of the church put it, her God didn’t tell her to read the Bible so she
never did.

(4) but there is an aspect of prophecy that can still be active — not the fore-telling, not the revelation
directly from God of truth — but the forth-telling of His word in the power of His Holy Spirit

(B) so, there are here listed a number of spiritual gifts
(1) diverse in character and in purpose
(2) but with one thing in common — they are to be used



D. Conclusion

1. now I will NOT be pursuing you around the church or your home over the next few weeks
a. armed with psychological and other tests
b. in order to determine just what is your spiritual gift
c. so that we can slot you into the proper work in this church

2. for as you present yourself to God in obedience to these verses
a. that will be the work of the Holy Spirit
b. who will lay on your heart an inescapable burden
c. to serve in a particular fashion — it may be in a very evident, visible way; it may be in a very quiet, unassuming

way — but it will be in the way acceptable to Him
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