
This contains the order of service; this Thanksgiving message was presented in four parts, with
object lessons in each as the younger children were included for the entire service.  The
Thanksgiving Thoughts and Readings were by various members of the congregation.

—{1}. Romans 11:33–36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Our Ultimate Thanksgiving

Welcome
Reading of the Scriptures Psalm 100
We Gather Together (Singspiration) Praise!   13
Opening Prayer
Announcements
Thanksgiving thought
Reading of the Scriptures Romans 11:33–36

Romans 11:33 Thanks for God’s PassionThanks for God’s Passion

A. Show the picture of a heart
1. when do we cut up paper in this shape and write notes on it?
2. what kind of messages do we send at that time?
3. Did you ever send a Valentine to Mrs Arbuckle in Peoria, Illinois?  Why not?
4. Adults, can we really love someone we don’t know?

B. Show the picture of a head
1. what do we use our head for?
2. how do we get to know somebody?
3. once we know them, can we then love them?



C. Romans 11:33 (NAS): “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and unfathomable His ways!”

D. Let us look for a minute at that word “knowledge”
1. it isn’t just that God knows facts — that we take for granted
2. after all, He is the Creator of all; and He is Sovereign Lord and so is in complete possession of all facts: past, present, and future
3. but God’s knowledge is also

a. the knowledge of personal relationships
b. the knowledge as described in Psalm 139:1–2, 6 (NAS): “O LORD, Thou hast searched me and known me. Thou dost know when

I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar. Thou dost scrutinize my path and my lying down,
And art intimately acquainted with all my ways. … Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it.”

c. God’s knowledge is the knowledge of love as well as fact — God is Love
4. God’s knowledge is the knowledge that has assessed our sinful condition: John 3:16 (NAS): “For God so loved the world, that He

gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

E. So let us be filled with thanksgiving to God this morning for His great passion whereby He has loved us

Thy Lovingkindness is Better Maranatha! Praise  232
Thanksgiving thought

Romans 11:33-34 Thanks for God’s PlanThanks for God’s Plan

F. Show the Map
1. anyone know what this is?
2. yes, it’s a map — and what do we use if for. (To plan a trip and see where to go)
3. does your daddy use a map when he goes to Brooklyn? why not (or why)?
4. well, God has a tremendous plan as we find in …



G. Romans 11:33-34 (NAS): “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and unfathomable His ways! For ‘who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became his counsellor?’”

H. Think of that!
1. God does not need a counsellor

a. God does not need any advice from any one
b. Nothing that happens is of any surprise to God
c. God has a perfect plan, and He is carrying it out without a hitch

2. think of the words that were read to us, Psalm 100:3 (NAS):  “Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and
not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.”

3. the plan that God is now carrying out the plans made in eternity
a. Isaiah 46:9-11 (NAS): “Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no

one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose
will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’; … Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned
it, surely I will do it.”

b. even when it looks like His plans are awry, they aren’t; Acts 2:23–24 (NAS): “this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan
and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. "And God raised Him up
again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.” — because God completed
His plan in Christ, that is our salvation

I. So let us be filled with thanksgiving to God this morning for His great plan by which he has provided to us His eternal salvation

Praise the Name of Jesus Maranatha! Praise 200
Readings from the Scriptures Psalm 107:22 and Colossians 3:15-17
We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise Maranatha! Praise 235



Romans 11:35 Thanks for God’s Providence

J. Lay out a place setting, including the “food”
1. what do you do before you eat?
2. why do we do this? (Doesn’t your daddy and mother work to get this food?)
3. yes … in fact, everything that we have comes from our heavenly Father

K. Romans 11:35 (NAS): “Or who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again?”

L. Now what this text is saying is
1. “can I ever give anything to God that Has to pay me back?”
2. but it goes beyond that, because it also says, “How can I even give God anything?” 
3. why?  Because everything that I have I have received from Him — life, health, the ability to work, my

goods, my home, my family, everything
4. James 1:17 (NAS): “Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.”
5. and David says in

a. Psalm 16:5–6 (NAS): “The LORD is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; Thou dost support my lot.
The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; Indeed, my heritage is beautiful to me.”

b. and Psalm 23:1 (NAS): “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.”
6. so we have the Eternal, the Creator God, watching over our every need, even as Jesus said, (Matthew

6:31-32 NAS) “Do not be anxious then, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘With what
shall we clothe ourselves?’ … for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.”

7. and so we have this confidence in the Providence of God, Romans 8:32 (NAS): “He who did not spare His
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?”

M. So let us be filled with thanksgiving to God this morning for His great providence by which he daily provides
our every need



What a Mighty God Maranatha! Praise 248
“For All These Things” Reading from Celebration Hymnal 792
Give Thanks Maranatha! Praise     7

Romans 11:36 Thanks for God’s Person

N. Romans 11:36 (NAS): “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory
forever. Amen.”

O. The bucket (using a nearly filled bucket of water)
1. have someone look at the level of the water in the bucket
2. add a drop of water with an eye-dropper
3. “Can you see any difference in the level?” — No, you can’t!!!

P. The scales (using a postal scales)
1. have someone see what the number on the scale says
2. then put an envelope on the scale and do it again
3. then put on a “dust-bunny” and check again
4. “Was there any difference in the number?”

Q. So what about a nation, or a whole country?
1. if I put the U.S.A. into this bucket, would the level of the water change?
2. if I put Canada onto this scale, would the number change?
3. but listen to what these great countries are like to God:

a. Isaiah 40:15 “Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, And are regarded as a speck of dust on
the scales; Behold, He lifts up the islands like fine dust.”

b. so for God, this entire world, this galaxy, this universe is
(A) all from Him … He created it
(B) all through Him … His power keeps it going
(C) all to Him … it’s there for His purpose, plan and glory



R. and this is the same Heavenly Father that loves us, that has planned our eternal salvation, and that
provides our every need — and He wants us to personally know Him and to walk with Him day by day, in
the pleasure and joy of His presence

S. So let us be filled with thanksgiving to God this morning that though His Person is infinite, very great in
every way, He wants us to know Him … and this is our ultimate thanksgiving

Reading of the Scriptures Isaiah 12
Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (Singspiration) Praise! 111
Thanksgiving Prayer
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