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A. Introduction: 

1. The Jew is a testimony to God by
a. his

b. his

2. The Jew and the Christian are linked by

B. God’s Purposes are not Thwarted Romans 11:11–15
1. Israel’s unbelief does not mean God failed because

2. Israel’s unbelief is an opportunity for

C. Israel’s Humbling should Humble Christians Romans 11:16–25
1. because we are both … 

2. because the olive tree teaches us that …

3. because God’s dealing so with them is to give opportunity for …

D. God Does Not Abandon His Own Romans 11:26–32
1. God’s purpose for the Jew is their …

2. We like they benefit from God’s …

3. God’s purpose to all men is to shew …

Some pertinent Bible passages
Relationship to God: Psalm 119:57; God’s people (of all ages) are one: 1 Peter
2:9–10, Titus 2:14; use of word fulness: Galatians 4:4; the “wave” offering:
Numbers 15:20–21; God’s promised saving of Israel:  Ezekiel 11:17–21, Psalm
14:7, Isaiah 45:1, 54:7–8, 59:20f, Jeremiah 31:31–34,  32:37–41, Hosea
3:5, Micah 7:19–20



—{1}. Romans 11:11-32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chosen and Not Abandoned

A. Introduction
1. the miracle of the Jew —{2}.

a. One missionary came to a King in what is now Eastern Europe.  The pagan King was impressed by the
ethical teaching in the gospel, and he had no problem with the miracles of Jesus.  But he still wasn’t
convinced.  He asked the missionary: “How can you prove to me that the Bible is true?  What is one fact
you can point to that cannot be contested?”

b. The missionary replied with two words: “The Jew.”
c. The Jew:

(A) whether he like it or not; willingly or unwillingly; as an individual, or as a family — not just a
nation, because unlike any other nation, the Israelite claims a single set of ancestors: Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob

(B) and, though constituting no more that ¼% of humanity has made outstanding contributions beyond
proportion  in the fields of medicine, science, literature and the arts; take just one area: music …
Who composed “II Barbière?”  Rossini — a Jew!  Who is there that admires not the heart-stirring
music of the “Huguenots” and the “Prophète?”  The composer is Meyerbeer — a Jew!  …  Who has
not listened with breathless ecstasy to the music of the “Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “Elijah,”
“Paul,” and “Stephen?”  Do you ask who created those wondrous harmonies?  Felix Mendelssohn
Bartholdy, who also was a Jew —{3}.

(C) and so, by his accomplishment, by his history, and by his very existence the Jew bears testimony
to a Supreme and yet Personal God who has relationships with mankind

(D) or, as one poet put it over a century ago:
   Amazing race!  deprived of land and laws,
   A general language, and a public cause;
   With a religion none can now obey,
   With a reproach that none can take away
   A people still, whose common ties are gone;
   Who, mixed with every race, are lost in none —{4}.



2. and yet, while forming a living witness to God, the Jew also appears from a human perspective to be God’s
greatest failure
a. of the 15 million or so claiming Judaism today

(A) only about 4 million live in Palestine
(B) many are practical atheists at worst, indifferent to God at best: intensely nationalistic, lukewarm

in worship — how many of them can say with the Psalmist “The LORD is my portion; I have
promised to keep Thy words” (Psalms 119:57 NAS)?

b. and the land of Palestine itself? … their homeland?
(A) is it a land of peace? … hardly
(B) is it a land of righteousness? … scarcely

3. from the perspective of the Christian, of one who believes that Jesus is Lord, the Christ — the Messiah —
promised to the Jews as the One who would redeem both the nation of Israel and be a blessing to the whole
world, we see
a. the Jews as a nation failing to recognize their Messiah
b. the Jews hardened in unbelief
c. we are moved with sorrow

4. and yet, as we have looked at this book of Romans,
a. we find Paul who, describing himself earlier in this chapter in Romans 11:1b (NAS):  For I too am an

Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.
b. and expressed his sorrow in Romans 9:1–4a (NAS):  I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my

conscience bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my
heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, …

c. telling us here in Romans 11:1a and 2a (NAS):  I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?
May it never be! … God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. …

d. and in today’s passage we discover the Jews are chosen and are not abandoned; although the major part
of the Israelite nation has not believed in Jesus as their Messiah,
(A) this does not mean God's purposes have been thwarted (11:11-15)
(B) this should humble the Christian, not make him boast (11:16-25)



(C) God still calls them — and all men — in mercy to belief (11:26-32)
(D) which is very important to the Christian because we too are called “a holy nation, His own special

people … the people of God” (1 Peter 2:9–10, NKJV and similarly in Titus 2:14) for God’s
faithfulness to Israel, to the Jew, gives us assurance of His faithfulness to us as well

B. God’s Purposes are Not Thwarted Romans 11:11–15
1. Israel’s unbelief does not mean that God failed
Romans 11:11-12 (NAS):  I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their
transgression salvation [has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. Now if their transgression be riches
for the world and their failure be riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfilment be!

a. comment of that last word, “fulfilment” which I understand to be a direct reference to 11:26 “all Israel
will be saved”
(A) translated as “fulness” in the KJV and other versions
(B) used in 11:25 about the “fulness of the gentiles”
(C) it is the same word as found in Galatians 4:4 (NAS):  But when the fulness of the time came, God

sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,which tells us that when all of God’s
preliminary plans were accomplished, then the incarnation took place

(D) so here, when God’s plans concerning the Gentiles have been accomplish, then His plans
concerning the Jews will also be completed — it is all going according to God’s will … “Thy will be
done on heaven as on earth”

(E) of this, we can be assured!

2. Israel’s unbelief is opportunity
Romans 11:13-15 (NAS):  But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some
of them. For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the
dead?

a. first, an explanation of that phrase “magnify (or NIV, make much of) my ministry” — Paul was in
particular the apostle to the Gentiles, but now he says that even in that ministry, his work was aimed
also at bringing the Jews to saving faith in their Christ — and this was consistent with his methods right
up to the final chapter of the book of Acts where he went to the Jew first and then to the Gentile … how



does he do this?
b. that when the Jew sees the blessings of God upon Christians, that when he sees the gift and presence

of God’s Holy Spirit, that when he sees those who were not a nation, now made the people of God,
walking with God, serving God, showing God’s justice and love — and you see the problem there with
how Christians have acted over the years — then the Jew will be convinced of the claims of Jesus to be
the Christ and will come to belief

c. so, the opportunity given to the Gentiles to come to God then becomes the opportunity for the Jew to
come as well

C. Israel’s Humbling Should Humble Christians Romans 11:16–25
1. Christians should feel one with the Jew, God’s people
Romans 11:16 (NAS): And if the first piece of dough be holy, the lump is also; and if the root be holy, the
branches are too.

a. this is a reference to the wave offering described in Numbers 15:20–21 (NAS):  Of the first of your dough
you shall lift up a cake as an offering; as the offering of the threshing floor, so you shall lift it up.  From
the first of your dough you shall give to the LORD an offering throughout your generations.
(A) the significance is that with this first part of the harvest being given to God, holy, set aside for Him,

so the rest of the harvest is also considered God’s, holy, set aside for Him even though it be used
for the benefit of the farmer

(B) and the picture is that as the Old Testament church, the ekklesia, (“called out ones”), was first
found in Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and was holy, so is the New Testament church, with which it
forms one continuity

b. and if you have a problem with these two being considered one people, consider this: before there was
any “Christian” church, Christ spoke in His teach of the church then existing, the Jewish congregation;
the apostles, as people were added to their number daily, never thought of this as people coming out
of Judaism into Christianity, but of Christianity being its fulfilment; and the word church, ekklesia, merely
continued its use to describe God’s people; hence it becomes obvious,

2. Israel’s unbelief is not a cause for Christians to rejoice
Romans 11:17-21 (NAS): But if some of the branches {prunings} were broken off {pruned}, and you, being
a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree, do



not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the
root, but the root supports you. You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”
Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear;
for if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you.

a. the olive tree was one of the agricultural staples of the holy land: it provided oil, food, shade, beauty,
and a lovely wood
(A) The olive tree symbolized peace and happiness in the Hebrew culture.  The olive tree is long living

— 300-600 years, some even to 1000 years old.  It is an evergreen, it’s fragrance beautiful.  The
oil of the olive was used to heal wounds and to light lamps.  —{5}.

(B) now, the wild olive is capable of two possibilities
(1) there is the oleaster or Russian olive, which is strictly ornamental; and does not produce edible

fruit;
(2) the literal, and more likely meaning is “an olive tree of the fields” (as opposed to the orchard),

one that is uncultivated and untended.  The olive tree, like those other stoned fruit, the peach
and the plum, if left alone is much given to growing internal shoots, which clutter up the centre
of the tree.  Since the olive is wind pollinated, such a tree bears little or no fruit, or only
intermittently.  So pruning is a necessity

b. so, now consider the pruning of this tree
(A) the husbandman, Father God, prunes out some of the new branches, “prunings” and lays those

aside
(B) He goes out to this wild, fruitless, olive tree and takes prunings from it and grafts them in the place

left empty; the word graft, (root: sting, goad) implies a certain unnatural force in thrusting the
branch into the tree

(C) the sap from the root of the tree nourishes these new engrafted branches and they are alive
(D) but the husbandman always has the option of taking those first prunings and replace any branches

that are dead or dying — including those just engrafted
c. so what does the picture teach us

(A) there is one olive tree, one holy root, one people of God, consisting of Jew and Gentile
(B) an engrafted branch cannot say, “wow! Look at me! I am giving the tree life!” — it is the tree giving

him life
(C) the husbandman’s, God’s, purpose is unknown to the branches, He works toward His purposes for



this tree — in terms of salvation, that people may be saved, so

3. Israel, like the Gentiles, now has an opportunity
Romans 11:22-25 (NAS): Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but to
you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off. And they also, if they
do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut
off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree,
how much more shall these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree? For I do not
want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation, that a partial
hardening has happened to Israel until the fulness of the Gentiles has come in;

a. so we see God’s twin purposes of grace in all this
(A) toward the Jews, the opportunity to turn from unbelief
(B) for the Gentiles, a time remaining to turn to God

D. God Does Not Abandon His Own 11:26–32
1. God’s purpose is their salvation
Romans 11:26-27 (NAS):  and thus {or, so} all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “the Deliverer will
come from Zion, he will remove ungodliness from Jacob.” “And this is my covenant with them, when I take
away their sins.”

a. the word “thus,” rendered “so” in some versions, may be understood in two ways
(A) so; by way of conclusion – all Israel – “the separation between the ‘elect remnant’ and ‘the rest

who were hardened’ shall disappear” —{6}.

(B) or; in this manner; as described in verses before and after  – by the jealousy excited in the Jews
by the Gentiles coming to salvation, by their turning from their unbelief, by being grafted back by
force just as were the Gentiles, by Christ’s work on the cross, by God taking away their sin – this
shall be the way that all Jews must come to salvation

b. but clearly the emphasis is on their salvation from sin

2. Israel in common with Christians benefit by God’s election
Romans 11:28-29 (NAS):  From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the
standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; for the gifts and the calling of God are



irrevocable.
a. some of you may have named your spouse as an “irrevocable beneficiary” on your insurance policy or

pension plan; that means it cannot be changed and whatever debt you may fall into, your creditors
cannot touch it

b. so that is the assurance to God’s people — God is going to fulfil His purposes with those who are His

3. God still calls them — and all men — in mercy to belief
Romans 11:30-32 (NAS):  For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy
because of their disobedience, so these also now have been disobedient, in order that because of the mercy
shown to you they also may now be shown mercy. For God has shut up all in disobedience that He might show
mercy to all.

a. and so, we conclude with this as an invitation
(A) for those who have never done so, a plea to call upon God that in His mercy He will save your sins

through what Jesus Christ did for you on the cross of Calvary
(B) and for those who know Jesus Christ to be their Saviour, a joy and a praise for the peace you have

found in Him
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