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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. statistics on religious persuasion
a. “Christians” are about __/__ of world’s population
b. experience shows most of these are ________________

______________________________________
2. we find that this last item is the same with the people of Israel, both

in the times of the Bible and today

B. The Hardened
1. in the history of Israel

a. the majority of God’s chosen people did not ________ to serve
God

b. we find testimony of this in the hymns and prayers of the faithful
few, the book of P_______, which tells us that “My people did
not  L_________ to my voice, and  I________ did not
obey me.” (Psalm 81:11)

c. Isaiah likens the nation to a body saying that from the sole of the
foot to the head there is nothing ________ in it (Isaiah 1:6)

d. this illustrates Romans 11:7–10, especially the words “the rest
were _____________”

2. in the history of the visible church
a. when it became politically acceptable — or even advantageous —

to become a Christian, the spiritual power of the church began to
___________

C. The Remnant
1. within Israel there remained a faithful few

a. some examples are
 

 

b. the prophets promised that God would G_________ this
remnant from the nation where they were dispersed

2. within the visible church God has a faithful few
a. relatively speaking compared to those saying they are Christians
b. these are to be found in _______________ denomination

D. The Encouragement
1. Elijah was encouraged by God’s telling him that

2. We can be encouraged in the church knowing that

References pertinent to this study:
The perversity of the majority of the visible people of God: Genesis 37:18ff,
Exodus 16:7-8, Number 14; Only a few returned from exile: Nehemiah 7:4, 66-
67; Evidence that majority had forsaken God — in the Psalms 55:9–11,
81:8–11, 106, and many others; in the prophets, (Moses) Deuteronomy
32:13–15, Isaiah 1:2–6, 1:10–13, 5:4–7, Hosea 6:4–7, and many others; in
the history: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, and many others.  The promise to the
remnant: Micah 2:12, 5:3, Zephaniah 3:8–13, Jeremiah 23:2–4, Isaiah
6:9–13, Amos 3:12, and others; the Old Testament narrative of Elijah: 1 Kings
19



—{1}. Romans 11:1–10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Chosen, But Only a Remnant

A. Introduction
1. in mid-1995 (from Encyclopaedia Britannica 1996 Year Book)

a. number of “atheists” at about 200 million
b. number of Muslim just over a billion
c. a of the 5.7 billion population classified as “Christian”
d. so that sounds really encouraging, doesn’t it?

(A) but, a late–1994 survey published in California, showed among other things that ¼ of “born-again”
Christians said they believed Jesus had sinned during His life —{2}.

(B) these statistics are greatly at odds with our perception — especially as we consider such things as
(1) the legalization of abortion in the U. S. and Canada
(2) the failure of a recent parliamentary bill upholding the traditional definition of marriage

e. why are these numbers so much at odd with our experience?
(A) why do we feel ourselves to be in such a minority?
(B) why do we feel overwhelmed by the number, by the authority, by the victories of those who oppose

Christ?

2. the answer will be found, in part, in today’s passage: because that in the visible people of God, among
those claiming His name
a. both, in Bible times within the nation of Israel, and today within the visible Christian church
b. there are two groups

(A) the majority, with a hardness of heart, and caring little for the Person and worship of God, or with
His Word

(B) and the minority, or remnant, those who are the elect according to His grace, who desire to follow
Him

3. and we will find some words of encouragement to this latter, albeit much smaller, group, to which I trust
you belong



B. The Hardened
1. In the history of Israel

a. and today, I am using the term “Israel” to refer to the entire visible nation, the Jews of today, all twelve
tribes of history

b. we frequently find the majority being indifferent to the Lord
(A) consider the wicked ways of most of Jacob’s sons
(B) consider in their coming out from Egypt how many times the people as a whole, murmured and

complained
(C) consider the faithless report of the ten spies and how the people chose it rather than that of Joshua

and Caleb
(D) and so on, through the period of the judges, on of the kings, and of the division of the kingdom,

up to the exile
(1) we find the majority paying mere lip-service to God
(2) with brief periods of revival, but generally pursuing all the wicked ways of the nations around

them
(3) and to see just how much it had permeated the whole land, look through 2 Kings 23 at the

reforms of King Josiah – heathen worship even in the temple of God
(E) in the captivity and exile, the lands of Judah and Samaria were essentially depopulated, maybe

upward of 2 million people; only a remnant of about 60,000 returned in the days of Ezra and
Nehemiah; where were the rest?  As one of my professors put it, “Business was just too good!”

(F) from Exodus to Malachi we discover that the majority of God’s chosen people did not chose to serve
God

c. another evidence of this is in the hymns sung and the prayers made by the faithful few of the Old
Testament, the Psalms:
(A) Psalms 55:9-11 (NAS):  Confuse, O Lord, divide their tongues, For I have seen violence and strife

in the city. Day and night they go around her upon her walls; And iniquity and mischief are in her
midst. Destruction is in her midst; Oppression and deceit do not depart from her streets.

(B) Psalms 81:8-11 (NAS): Hear, O My people, and I will admonish you; O Israel, if you would listen
to Me! Let there be no strange god among you; Nor shall you worship any foreign god. I, the
LORD, am your God, Who brought you up from the land of Egypt; Open your mouth wide and I will
fill it. But My people did not listen to My voice; And Israel did not obey Me.



(C) and many other psalms as for example, Psalm 106
d. to which we may add the evidence of the prophets

(A) we will only look at Isaiah; Isaiah 1:2-6 (NAS):  Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the
LORD speaks, “Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me. An ox
knows its owner, And a donkey its master’s manger, But Israel does not know, My people do not
understand.” Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons
who act corruptly! They have abandoned the LORD, They have despised the Holy One of Israel,
They have turned away from Him. Where will you be stricken again, As you continue in your
rebellion? The whole head is sick, And the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the foot even to
the head There is nothing sound in it, Only bruises, welts, and raw wounds, Not pressed out or
bandaged, Nor softened with oil.

(B) Isaiah 1:10-13 (NAS): Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the instruction
of our God, You people of Gomorrah. “What are your multiplied sacrifices to Me?” Says the LORD.
“I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams, And the fat of fed cattle. And I take no pleasure in
the blood of bulls, lambs, or goats. When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this
trampling of My courts? Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me.
New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies — I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn
assembly.”

e. How did this people respond to all these warnings? Look at 2 Chronicles 36:14-16 (NAS): Furthermore,
all the officials of the priests and the people were very unfaithful following all the abominations of the
nations; and they defiled the house of the LORD which He had sanctified in Jerusalem. And the LORD,
the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers, because He had
compassion on His people and on His dwelling place; but they continually mocked the messengers of
God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His
people, until there was no remedy.

f. which brings us to the words that we read this morning in this eleventh chapter of Romans, verses 7 to
10, and particularly those dire words, “and the rest were hardened” (verse 7).

2. In the history of the Church visible
a. an examination of the church over the years shows that

(A) after the first three centuries of persecution



(B) once it became the popular thing to be a Christian
(1) when in the days of Constantine it became an official state religion
(2) or later, when missionaries moved into the northern tribes of Europe and baptized entire towns,

so that these countries became “Christian”
(C) the number of those truly seeking the Lord, even among the established church, dwindled to a

small fraction
b. and while reformations and revivals have brought numbers of people back to the true worship of God,

this has been often too sadly for but a short time and a limited area
c. the majority of those who would answer “Christian” to a survey of their religious beliefs, we find then

(A) are hardened, being callous, indifferent to the person and work of Jesus Christ on the one hand,
or,

(B) on the other hand, are seeking to gain acceptability with God by their own good works

3. so, from this sad state, let us turn now to the other group, …

C. The Remnant
1. Yet, in Israel, there remained a faithful few

a. think of how God, through the few, chose to exalt His name
(A) through one man, Joseph, God wrought deliverance for the family of Jacob — and, as a mere aside,

for the people of the land of Egypt
(B) God winnowed Gideon’s army from 30,000 to 10,000 and then to 300 to deliver Israel from the

Midianites
(C) through one man, Josiah, God brought reform to the land of Judah, and one last opportunity for

its people to turn and serve the one true God
(D) through Daniel and his three friends the name of God was exalted even in the land of captivity,

Babylon
(E) until, at the cross, the true Israel was reduced to one single Man, for all else had forsaken Him

(and, as He is God, they had forsaken God)
b. the prophets, likewise, reveal that it is part of God’s plan to work through this remnant taken from out

of His people, this faithful few who would serve him no matter what
(A) Micah 5:3 (NAS): Therefore, He will give them up until the time When she who is in labour has



borne a child. Then the remainder {remnant} of His brethren Will return to the sons of Israel.
(B) Zephaniah 3:8-13 (NAS): “Therefore, wait for Me,” declares the LORD, “For the day when I rise up

to the prey. Indeed, My decision is to gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them
My indignation, All My burning anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal. For
then I will give to the peoples purified lips, That all of them may call on the name of the LORD, To
serve Him shoulder to shoulder. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia My worshippers, My dispersed
ones, Will bring My offerings. In that day you will feel no shame Because of all your deeds By which
you have rebelled against Me; For then I will remove from your midst Your proud, exulting ones,
And you will never again be haughty On My holy mountain. But I will leave among you A humble
and lowly people, And they will take refuge in the name of the LORD. The remnant of Israel will do
no wrong And tell no lies, Nor will a deceitful tongue Be found in their mouths; For they shall feed
and lie down With no one to make them tremble.”

(1) so we find that God will remove the hardened – the proud – and preserve the remnant – the
humbled

(C) Jeremiah 23:2-4 (NAS): Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel concerning the shepherds who
are tending My people: “You have scattered My flock and driven them away, and have not attended
to them; behold, I am about to attend to you for the evil of your deeds,” declares the LORD. “Then
I Myself shall gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and
shall bring them back to their pasture; and they will be fruitful and multiply. I shall also raise up
shepherds over them and they will tend them; and they will not be afraid any longer, nor be
terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the LORD.

(D) So one commentator has written, A “disobedient and contrary people” Israel might be, but God had
no more written them off now than in earlier days when they rejected his word through Moses and
the prophets.  “Those whom he foreknew he also predestined” is a principle not set aside in their
case.  As in Old Testament times, so in apostolic times God’s purposes in choosing his people was
safeguarded by his reservation of a faithful “remnant.”  —{3}.

2. So also in the Church visible God has His faithful few
a. in every denomination, in every group, we find those that love and serve the Lord — and we, with a

“holier-than-thou” attitude, exclude these from God’s true church because we use the wrong criterion
in deciding who is a Christian



b. it is interesting to note that if I were to raise the question as to whether or not Mother Teresa, who died
just over 6 years ago, is a Christian, this would, understandably provoke a strong response:
(A) such as, “she had served the Church faithfully for many years and will probably soon be canonized

as a saint”
(B) or, “look at all the good work she has done in her life”
(C) but probably I would hear very little about the deep faith in Christ evidenced by her comments to

the press and on television – as in an interview in the late 1980's she said, “… we have enough
reason to trust God because when we look at the cross, we understand how much Jesus loved us.
It is wonderful to be able to come to Jesus!  That's why God made Him -- to be our bread of life,
to give us life!  And with His life comes new life!  New energy!  New peace!  New joy!  New
everything!  And I think that's what brings glory to God, also, and it brings peace.” —{4}.

c. so today, even though the vast majority of the 2 billion or so who comprise Christ’s visible church, the
nominal Christians, are mere professors but not possessors of the faith, who bring shame on Christ’s
name by their words and actions, there yet remain His faithful few; will you choose to be in that group?

D. The Encouragement
1. In our passage today in Romans 11, verses 2 through 4, we saw that Elijah had undersized the number of

God’s faithful
a. and Paul goes on to assure us that among the nation of Israel, the Jewish people, God has, as He has

always had, a remnant of those who are His chosen, His elect in accordance with His Grace
b. and it in order to reach those who will make up this remnant that Carlos and Nicole — and many others

in this and other lands — will stand on street corners, and visit nursing homes, and will knock on doors
to bear the witness of the Gospel to the Jewish people, receiving rebuff and scorn

2. we undersize God’s church because
a. we only look in our own little corner of time and space — we should consider all of history, all of the

world
b. we judge who is a Christian by our own little viewpoint

(A) if someone doesn’t bear our particular “brand name” we look him askance as a Christian
(B) making the way into God’s kingdom far more difficult by adding our own rules, conditions, and

questionable interpretations of  what the Bible teaches — Jesus’ words “he who is not for me is



against me” but also “he is who is not against me is for me” about those casting out demons — also
1 John regarding those who confess Him

c. some of you know that I have been engaged in a multi-year project of transforming what used to be our
swimming pool into a water garden.  I think that I have moved 6-700 wheel-barrow loads of earth thus
far.  But across the road where they are building a new subdivision, the great machines that they are
using can move that and more in a single trip.
(A) so, too, we look at the work of the church from a human perspective, depending upon our own

puny efforts
(B) when it is really the work of the Almighty God

d. we can, therefore, leave this place this morning confident that, as it has been said, one plus God is a
majority!  God works through the few.  Jesus said you are the light of the world.  And God can and will
work through you, if you will be but true to Him!
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