
  No Congregational handout this week
—{1}.  Romans 8:31–39  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   God’s Never Failing Love

A. Introduction
1. the scene of our scripture passage this morning is a court-room and the prevailing attitude in this courtroom

is love.  Now, at first sight that seems to be a strange combination; what you expect in a court-room are
stern, bitter words on the one hand as the verdict is determined and anguish on the other on the part of
the culprit.  Certainly, behind the scenes today we find the bitter and hateful accusations of the prosecutor.
But, the culprit need not fear, guilty though he be.  Why? And why is love dominating the scene, why is love
prevailing over the case at hand.?  Because the judge has taken the side of the accused!

2. For though Satan, the prosecutor, seems to have all the all the advantage in his accusations, since we
indeed are sinful, the righteous Judge, God, on account of the work of the Christ in the Person of the Son,
can righteously deliver us from the sentence we so justly deserve.

3. so the outcome of this battle in court has been determined; the headline has been written and emblazoned
abroad: Romans 8:31 (NAS):  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?

B. Let’s identify the “US” in this verse

1. the accused – this is we who believe – and what is our situation?
a. the evidence is laid out in Romans chapters one to three

(A) Romans 1:18–23 tells how all mankind en masse ,and as individuals, has turned away from God
(B) Romans 1:24–32 backs up this statement by a very short list of man’s sinful activities: how he

deliberately sins and takes pleasure in so sinning
(C) Romans 2:1–3:20 goes on to show that the Jew, who has had the privilege of receiving and

knowing God’s righteous law is in no better position, because  he has failed to keep that very same
law

b. so the summary evidence is found in Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God”



2. but then a new element is immediately added to the case
a. it is the free gift of justification: for in Romans 3:24–25 we find these words: “being justified as a gift

by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a
propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the
forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;”
(A) and the book of Romans goes on

(1) with chapter 4 describing the Abraham as the great example of how God justifies man by faith
(2) and in chapters 5 and 6 how that the object of that faith is the finished work of Jesus Christ who

has made peace with God on our behalf
(a) Romans 5:1 (NAS) “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through

our Lord Jesus Christ,”
(b) That in accepting Him as our Saviour, in being identified with Him in His death and

resurrection, the believer is raised to a newness of life over which sin has no more dominance
b. which brings us to Romans 7 where we discover, what we already by experience know, that there is an

ongoing war between our new spiritual man and our old natural man, so that we lament with Paul,
Romans 7:24 (NAS): “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?”
(A) and immediately rejoice, as does Paul, with Romans 7:25a, 8:1 (NAS) “Wretched man that I am!

Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
… There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

(B) and in Romans 8 we find that we are adopted children of God with the privileges and coming
inheritance associated with that position.

3. so, that is the “US” and that is the situation and case for the believer, for us who are children of God; now
let’s look at 

C. The Prosecutor

1. let’s take a look at our adversary, the one who seeks to lay the case “AGAINST US” and then take a quick
run through these verse to see some of the legal and other instruments that he has in his hand to pursue
his case



2. the prosecutor is Satan
a. whose name actually means either “adversary” or “accuser” and he is so described in Revelation 12:10

(NAS) where his defeat is described: “And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation,
and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser
of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night.”

b. so he is the one who is out to accuse us; there is no need for Satan to accuse those who do not believe
– they stand already accused by their own unbelief; John 3:18 (NAS):“He who believes in Him is not
judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of God.” — no, it is not these whom Satan is accusing

c. but his argument is with God, with the Son of God, and he is against those whom God claims as His own,
against those that He has named as children and brethren of Christ His Son

d. about last April we began a series which dealt with the book of Job, and in that book we were taken
behind the scenes in heaven and were permitted to witness Satan’s work
(A) demeaning those who are God’s
(B) because by doing so Satan attempts to bring God’s holy and excellent name into disrepute
(C) and, we witnessed in those first two chapters of Job the methods and means Satan uses; so

e. in the words of 2 Corinthians 2:11  in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not
ignorant of his schemes.

f. and we are therefore warned to “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls
about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”

g. so let us skim through these verses and see how Satan seeks to be against or to come “down upon” us.

3. first, Satan attacks us on a legal basis
a. we have already made reference to our state in which our old and new nature war against each other

(A) so we are very aware of the chinks in our armour through which Satan can direct his attack at us
(B) and he is the one who would seek to bring charges against us, just as he did with Job, in response

to the question found in Romans 8:33a (NAS): Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?
(C) note how the “against” echoes back to the question in verse 31 of “who shall be against us”
(D) now, the term for “charge” is a legal word; it means to call in, as to call into court in order to sue, or to call in someone for the

payment of a debt.  So Satan’s claim is that these brethren you claim really belong to me, they are mine because of their sin; I still
own them



b. Satan’s “legal” attack continues in Romans 8:34a (NAS): who is the one who condemns?
(A) with the word condemning meaning literally to “bring down [someone] in judgment; to bring judgment against” and the word in

the Greek again echoes back to the “against US” found in verse 31
(B) remember once more, that these words are not spoken concerning the unbeliever who we saw is “condemned already” but against the

believer; Satan is not concerned with truth in his attacks.

4. Secondly, Satan attacks our position in Christ Jesus
a. by seeking to sever our realization and our actualization of the love of Christ: he seeks to be the answer in Romans 8:35a (NAS): Who shall

separate us from the love of Christ?
(A) Satan seeks to put space between us and the love of Christ; to cut the bond of love
(B) How? by tempting us to disobey God; to neglect prayer and reading of God’s Word; by inhibiting us from seeking forgiveness for our

sin when we do fail
b. and look at his foul weapons — do not be ignorant of his tools or devices, a few of which are listed in this verse 35

(A) tribulation and distress are twin tools; by the first Satan puts evil pressure upon us through affliction; by the second, to put us in
dire straits, closing our situation so that we cannot, as it were, turn around

(B) in persecution (the Greek is diogmos, and for those who use tricks to remember foreign words) he dogs our steps, hounds us, harassing
us for every failure

(C) by famine and nakedness he attacks our loving trust in God in seeking us to doubt Psalm 23:1 “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not
[be in] want”

(D) with peril and the sword, Satan attacks us with physical dangers — Paul was well aware of this as you will find in 2 Corinthians
11:23ff where he defends his apostleship and describes the dangers through which he had gone — and such dangers can be posed
by our earthly rulers

c. and look at the resources that Satan brings to bear upon us as they are listed in Romans 8:38–39 (NAS): … neither death nor life, nor
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing …
(A) and many of these are usurped resources
(B) so, as we said when we looked at the book of Job, Satan doesn’t fight fairly

5. Perhaps you think I am reading into these verses something that isn’t there; well, consider this passage in the light of Satan’s activities as
described in Zechariah 3:1–4 (NAS): Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing
at his right hand to accuse him. And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem
rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?” Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel. And he



spoke and said to those who were standing before him saying, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” Again he said to him, “See, I have taken
your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes.”
a. doesn’t that describe our state … in filthy rags of sin?
b. doesn’t it describe what God has done for us in Christ … taking away our sin and dressing us in Christ’s righteousness?
c. So now, let us look at our defending Attorney

D. The Defender 

1. let us look at the One who is on our side; the One who has taken up our cause; our God who is, as Romans 8:31 says “FOR US”
a. if Satan would hurl darts of us of all sorts and fashion
b. God simply interposes His love; literally He is “over us” so that as Satan seeks to come down upon us in judgment, God is in the way

protecting us by His love
c. let’s check it out

2. How does He deal with Satan in Romans 8:33 (NAS)?  Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; note three
things concerning our defending Attorney
a. firstly, He considers us to be His elect; in other words, we are the chosen people of God, and God will defend us as His own precious

possession
b. secondly, all charges must be dismissed if the One who is the judge of all the earth pronounces us to be just; Satan’s claims must fail, his

case must be struck down
c. finally, the word justifies is in the present tense; it is on-going, covering the day by day attacks and accusations of Satan

3. Then look at God’s defence as given in Romans 8:34 (NAS): who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
a. our defending Attorney, our Advocate, is God the Son who has the credentials and the right to deny our condemnation, the judgment that

Satan would call down upon us
b. because He bore our sin to the cross, paid its price by His death, and His resurrection proves that it was paid in full
c. but the words “was raised” do not only refer to Christ’s resurrection, but also to His ascension, that He was taken up into heaven and sat

at the right hand of the Father; this truth should not be neglected, for it means
d. as Hebrews 7:25 tells us, that as our eternal High Priest in the Holiest place  “he ever liveth to make intercession for” us.



4. And what about all those darts that Satan hurls at us?  The tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword as
described in Romans 8:35; what do we find?
a. Romans 8:37 (NAS): But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.
b. through Christ, God the Son, who loved us
c. we are “overly victorious” and this again echoes back to verse 31 where we are told God is “FOR US” or

“over us”
d. perhaps you have heard of hyper-active children; maybe you are given to slight exaggeration or

“hyperbole;” well, the word here translated “overwhelmingly conquer” is even more literally, “we are
hyper-winners”

5. And what about all the powers of heaven and hell and earth that Satan would seek to muster against us as
God’s elect? 
a. Romans 8:38-39 (NAS): For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing,
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

b. Paul has a settled conviction — he is convinced — and this word is in the perfect tense which means that
something and at sometime in the past something has happened that has left a continuing and abiding
result: his total persuasion, that nothing, absolutely nothing, that Satan may throw at the Christian, can
ever come between us and the love which God has placed over us

E. Conclusion

1. Do you have that same settled persuasion this morning?

2. If you are a child of God, do not let Satan defraud you of what Christ has purchased for you.

3. If you have never given your life to Christ, turning and trusting in Him for salvation from you sin, then this
morning I urge you to do so, so that you too may know the love of Christ, of God, which surpasses any
other knowledge.
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