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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction — The two perspectives of our salvation: human and Divine

B. Salvation: Our Realization . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the human perspective
1. the diversity of experience of salvation

2. hearing the G_________ of grace

3. exercising the acts of conversion
a. R______________ 
b. F________

c. both words imply a T_________ from and a T_________
to; the first emphasizes from S____, the second, to G____

4. what about being “born again?”  It is the work of …

C. Salvation: The Spiritual Reality . . . . . . . . . . . the Divine perspective
Romans 8:29–30 (see also Titus 3:1–8)

1. God foreknew … who?

2. God predestined … what?

3. God called … how?

4. God justified … whereby?

5. God glorified … whither? 

D. Salvation: Landmarks on the Glory Road
1. Landmark 1: current S______________ Romans 8:18

2. Landmark 2: groaning with the C____________ 8:19–23

3. Landmark 3: our assurance of H______ 8:24–25

4. Landmark 4: the Paraclete’s A___________ of help 8:26–27

5. Landmark 5: God’s W__________ for our good 8:28

Scripture related to the message
Hearing the Gospel: 1 Corinthians 1:21, Acts 1:8, 1 Corinthians 9:16; The
Spirit’s work: John 16:8–11, 1 Corinthians 12:3, Titus 3:1–8; The act of
repentance: 2 Corinthians 7:10, Acts 3:19; The act of faith: Romans 10:9, 17,
Galatians 3:2; Regeneration (being born again): John 1:12-13, 3:1–8, Titus
3:1–8; Foreknowledge (choosing in love): 1 Peter 2:2, 9, 19–20,
Deuteronomy 7:6–8, Jeremiah 1:5, Ephesians 5:25, Romans 11:2, Psalm 1:6,
Amos 3:2, Matt 7:23; Predestination: Acts 4:28, Ephesians 1:5, John 6:27,
44, 65; Calling general and effectual: Matthew 20:16, 22:14, 1 Corinthians
3:6–9, 1 Thessalonians 2:13, Acts 16:14; Justified: Romans 4–6; Glorified: 1
John 3:2, Psalm 16:11, Philippians 3:21, 1 Corinthians 15:49, Hebrews
8:8–13; Suffering: John 16:33; New creation: 2 Peter 3:13; Assurance of
Hope: Hebrews 6:11, 19; Work of the Paraclete: John 14:16, 26, 15:26; God
works in all things for our benefit: 2 Corinthians 4:15; God’s invitation to come
to Him: Isaiah 1:18, 55:1-7, John 7:37–39, Revelation 22:17



—{1}.  Romans 8:18–30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Road to Glory
A. Introduction

1. There is a story about a group of theologians who were at a conference in order to discuss predestination
and free will.  The longer they talked, the hotter it got.  And, as you might expect, the dissidents split into
two groups.  One poor fellow didn’t know which he believed, so he edged over and tried to slip into the
ranks of the predestination crowd.  The members of that group then challenged him: “Why are you here?”
Innocently he answered, “I came of my own free will.” Frowning, they responded, “Free will?  You can’t join
us.  You get over there!”  Crestfallen, he retreated meekly to the opposite group and faced the same
challenging spirit and question.  “Listen, I was sent here,” he answered honestly.  “Leave!”  they demanded.
“You can’t join us unless you come of your own free will!” —{2}.

2. well this is a subject that does polarize people
a. certainly, it seems that you have to stretch Scripture

(A) if you want to discard or redefine predestination
(B) as it is uniformly found in the words of Jesus, of Peter, of John and of Paul … and elsewhere in the

Bible
b. but the problem lies, I believe, in our attempting with our finite minds to understand an infinite God and

the method that He works; in trying to reconcile 
(A) what we perceive in the words of Scripture, and based on our human experience, our realization

of salvation
(B) by our limited logical capacity
(C) with the teaching of Scripture concerning the spiritual reality of salvation.

c. so let us look for a few moments at salvation from those two perspectives — human and divine — and
then at some landmarks on the road to glory, to the end of our salvation.

B. Salvation: Our Realization
1. there is no formula

a. so, while I appreciate the Bible truth that has been put together in such writings as “The Four Spiritual
Laws”

b. we are not looking at our realization of salvation in that way



c. for if we were to have every believer here recount their own  experience of coming to the Lord, every
testimony would be unique — God is a God of diversity in creation; in salvation
(A) some would be able to put a date, time, place on their conversion; others would only be able to

say, along with the blind man who was healed, “This one thing I know, that whereas I was blind,
now I see.”

(B) some would have been subject to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit over a long period of time
before finally yielding to His wooing; others in a sudden point in time

(C) some, and this may especially be true of children, yield to the gracious promises of life by the
Saviour, found seven times in the book of John, that tell us of the salvation for  “He that believeth
in Me” —{3}. and only later begin to realize the enormity of their sin; while for others it is this very
burden that drives them to Christ

(D) some here the word, receive it and are saved; others may know the truth for years, fight against
it, but finally in a moment of crisis, yield to the call of God’s Spirit

(E) so you see how dangerous it is to judge someone who does not mirror our own experience of
salvation

d. but let us look at the experiences common to every believer,  given only in a very general order

2. hearing the gospel of grace
a. God’s method of bringing salvation is through you and me
b. 1 Corinthians 1:21 (NAS): For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come

to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who
believe.

c. and it is a message that His disciples, believers, are to carry as in Acts 1:8 (NAS) but you shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.

d. and for some a special burden and calling as for Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:16 (NAS): For if I preach the
gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach the
gospel.



3. the conviction, wooing and entrance of the Spirit of God
a. John 16:8-11 (NAS): And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness,

and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness,
because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler
of this world has been judged.

b. empowering us to make the confession of faith 1 Corinthians 12:3 (NAS): Therefore I make known to
you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is
Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

4. the exercise of the acts of conversion
a. when people are asked about their salvation, they usually talk about the time they came to repentant

faith: let’s look at the two acts or parts
b. repentance is very briefly — and hence incompletely — described as our godly (it is given to us from

God) sorrow for the sin that separates us from God
(A) sometimes the Bible explicitly includes repentance in the invitation to salvation, as in Acts 3:19

“Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing
may come from the presence of the Lord;”

(B) but mostly it is implicit as Paul teaches in Romans 10:9 (NAS) where is given a simple condition
with two elements and a direct result of meeting that condition: “that if you confess with your
mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be
saved;” but only after spending the nine previous chapters showing the universal and odious
malady of sin and that it can only be dealt with by our union in the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ

c. so faith is the casting of ourselves in complete dependence upon the mercy of God for salvation from our
lost state, realizing that no work we do or words we say can gain it other than by His gracious gift in
response to our plea to Him
(A) it is a result of the hearing of the gospel, according to Romans 10:17 (NAS): “So faith comes from

hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”
(B) but it is also a requirement in hearing that gospel as we find in Galatians 3:2 (NAS): This is the

only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works of the Law, or by
hearing with faith?



d. so repentance and faith are the two aspects in conversion: both imply a turning from and a turning to
(A) to repent emphasizes the turning in repugnance from sin
(B) to believe emphasize turning in dependence to God

5. what about being “born again” or from above?
a. some people talk about this as though it were something that we do, something over which we have

control, can effect
b. but the message of the Bible is that this is something in God’s hands, a work of the Spirit of God, and

that we may not be able to put a time and place on it
(A) John 1:12–13 (NAS): But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children

of God, [even] to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

(B) and Jesus’ words John 3:3, 5-8 (NAS): Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.… 5  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6  That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  Do not marvel that
I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8  The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound
of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the
Spirit.

c. which is a good introduction to …

C. Salvation: The Spiritual Reality
1. when you come to verses 29 and 30 of this eight chapter of Romans, you have drawn our very clearly and

intricately tied together the heavenly aspect of our salvation: how God sees it
a. Romans 8:29-30 (NAS): For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image

of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;  and whom He predestined, these He
also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

b. first, note the words and their import and order
(A) foreknew
(B) predestined
(C) called



(D) justified
(E) glorified

c. second, note that these are all in the past tense; these are all things that have been done; these are all
fait accompli

d. third, note that it is one and the same group of people that are covered at every stage in this process;
there are no late additions to glory, there are no drop-outs along the way: what God starts, He finishes

2. “For whom He foreknew, ...” — means not just that God knows in advance, not just that God knows in
advance because He has decreed it — which is true and the meaning of some Scriptures — but that God
knows in advance, for by decree He has chosen or elected us in love as His own people: 1 Peter 2:9 (NAS):
But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession,” that you
may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvellous light;

3. “He also predestined to become conformed …” — now the emphasis is on the Christian’s destination; yes,
it is glory, but not very particularly it is a glory in which we as brethren have become like our Elder Brother,
the Captain of our salvation, the One who has gone ahead of us into the His Father’s presence, and who
will return one day to take us, a prepared people, to a prepared place to dwell with Him

4. “He also called” — the Bible tells us that 
a. many are called but few are chosen;
b. so we find that there is the general call of the message of the Gospel; but like the parable of the soils,

some hear and follow for but a while, eventually falling away for there is no root
c. but in this passage in Romans we have the description of those who are effectually called: who hear and

are regenerate by the Spirit of God

5. “these He also justified” — these then, who have responded not with mere intellectual assent but with
saving faith find that their sin has been dealt with, they have been made righteous before God, they are
His children by birth and adoption

6. “these He also glorified” — these then are on the glory road!



D. Salvation: Landmarks on the Glory Road
1. Landmark 1: current suffering

a. Romans 8:18 (NAS): For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

b. suffering is part of our union with Christ as we saw in the preceding verse Romans 8:17 (NAS): and if
children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that
we may also be glorified with Him.
(A) and indeed was promised by Christ, as for example in John 16:33 (NAS): These things I have

spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take
courage; I have overcome the world.

c. and the short, temporary sufferings we now face, supported by the comfort and consolation of God,
cannot even sit on the same balance scale as the glory that is coming, that will be manifest in us: 1 John
3:2 (NAS):  Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We
know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.

d. and all this develops our patience for glory

2. Landmark 2: in Romans 8:19–23 we groan in harmony with God’s creation for the manifestation of the sons
of God
a. and here the word variously translated creature or creation

(A) means neither the elect nor fallen angels
(1) the first have nor corruption to be delivered from
(2) for the second the manifestation means their doom

(B) means neither wicked or redeemed mankind
(1) the first are in disbelief and rebellion are not eager that God’s people should be manifested
(2) the second are clearly distinguished from the creation

(C) but the inanimate and brute creation, which with the fall of mankind in the garden was subjected
to the curse

b. so, not that this current universe will be perfected, but with us figuratively, as in 2 Peter 3:13 (AV):
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.

c. and in particular, as the universe will be renewed, so we too look forward to a renewed, resurrected



body, spoken of here as the “redemption of our body.”
d. and all this is making us desirous of glory

3. Landmark 3: is our assurance of hope, in verses 24–25
a. faith and hope are related but distinct

(A) faith sees spiritual reality present; hope see spiritual reality future
(B) faith is the foundation of hope
(C) but there is no difference in their certitude 

(1) something fully assured Hebrews 6:11 (NAS): And we desire that each one of you show the
same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end,

(2) something to keep us steadfast, and which connects us to our risen Lord,  Hebrews 6:19 (NAS):
This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which
enters within the veil,

b. and all this is sustaining us for glory

4. Landmark 4: the Paraclete activity of the Holy Spirit
a. the word “Comforter” used in John is parakletos in the Greek and literally means “One who is called

alongside” e.g., to help or assist; and that is the theme found here:
b. Romans 8:26 (NAS): And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how

to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; with
verse 27 telling us that our Father God hears and answers this intercession because it is by its very
source and character in the will of God

c. and all this is leading and preparing us for glory

5. Landmark 5: the working of God for our good, Romans 8:28 (NAS): And we know that God causes all things
to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
a. God Himself is engaged in every detail of His creation, that He may providentially bring to consummation

all of His plans
b. which is assuring us of glory



E. Conclusion
1. there is nothing in the spiritual reality of salvation

a. that it is the work of God from beginning to end
b. that it is of grace, of mercy, that we cannot boast
c. that in any way makes of none effect 

(A) the gracious and genuine invitation of God to mankind
(B) the invitation, nay, the command of Isaiah 55:6–7 (NAS)  “Seek the LORD while He may be found;

Call upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his
thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him; And to our God,
For He will abundantly pardon.” and the many such passages in Scripture addressed to Jew and
Gentile alike.

d. so the fact that
(A) you are being, have been drawn, by the Holy Spirit

(1) to come to God in repentance for you sin
(2) to put your trust fully in Christ and His finished work
(3) to call upon the mercy of God for your salvation, and,
(4) that you do come, and you do trust and you do call

(B) is the evidence that the heavenly, spiritual reality of salvation has been accompanied at the same
time by your own realization of salvation

(C) so, if that decision is before you this morning, do not hesitate for one moment to disobey the
heavenly calling

2. for those who are on the glory road
a. are on the greatest trip that anyone can take
b. joining countless other heroes of the faith
c. and though, facing obstacles and difficulties on the way
d. and are set to arrive at a destination, glorious beyond our dreams and comprehension: Oh! That will be

Glory for me!
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