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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. no man can serve ______ ______________ (Matthew 6:24)
2. the gospel brings ______________ (John 8:36)
3. the context

a. 6:1–11 tells of the Christian’s ______________ with Christ
b. 6:12–14 tells us

(A) we are no longer in sin’s _____________
(B) sin no longer __________ it over us

B. 6:15–16 The Theme
1. grace is not to promote sin

a. forgiveness does not mean we should _____________ in sin
b. the story of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:23–35)

2. the bond-slave’s actions show who is his master
a. before conversion, men serve ______
b. after conversion, _________________

C. 6:17–22 The Change in Masters
1. 6:17–19 Means a change in actions

a. the word “thanks” is the same Greek word as __________
b. the purpose of freedom from the law and the bondage of sin is so that we can serve God in ____________________

2. 6:20–22 Means a change in benefits
a. the “benefits” of the old life are _________ and _______
b. the “benefits” of the new life are _________ and _______

D. 6:23 Recapitulation
1. sin pays its bond-slaves with death
2. grace gives its bond-slaves life



—{1}. Romans 6:15–23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A Change in Masters

A. Introduction
1. A middle-aged man, whose hair had begun to turn gray, courted two women at the same time — a rather

foolish thing to do in my opinion.  One of them was young, and the other well advanced in years.  The elder
woman, ashamed to be courted by a man younger than herself, made a point, whenever her admirer visited
her, to pull out some portion of his black hairs.  The younger, on the contrary, not wishing to become the
wife of an old man, was equally zealous in removing every gray hair she could find.  Thus it came to pass
that between them both he very soon found he had a very shiny, bald head instead of one of grey. —{2}.

a. this gives us a very graphic illustration of the truth that no man can serve two masters
b. and the lesson from our passage today is that when you come to the Lord there better be a change in

masters

2. now one truth of the gospel is that it brings freedom
a. John 8:36; (NAS): “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.”
b. but, there is another truth that we need to learn

(A) at first it is apparently paradoxical or contrary
(B) but with freedom we have a new (more powerful) master

(1) in the past we were part of the domain of darkness
(a) with Satan as the ruler
(b) and sin as our master

(2) but now we are part of the kingdom of God
(a) with the Jesus Christ as our Lord
(b) and righteousness is to be our master

3. let’s put today’s passage in its context
a. in the larger section, 6:1 through 7:6, we find that the Christian is not in sin because he has died in

Christ
b. and a couple of weeks ago we looked at the preceding 14 verses in this chapter with the title “A

Preaching Illustration”



(A) 6:1–11 dealt with the Christian’s identification with Christ in death and life
(1) first using the illustration that baptism portrays of that identification with Christ
(2) then that this death with Christ frees the Christian from the bondage of sin

(B) 6:12–14 — “Sin (the old man) no longer has dominion”
(1) 12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,
(2) literally this begins “let not it sin have its kingdom in  your body which is subject to death”
(3) describing sin as it enthrals a person in its kingdom
(4) but the believer, as we mentioned a moment ago, is now in a new kingdom, that of heaven and

of God
(C) 14  For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.

(1) and this is literally, “sin shall not lord it over you” where the verb corresponds to the title, “lord”
(2) portraying sin in its ruling a person’s daily life
(3) but the believer confesses a new Lord, the resurrected Lord Jesus, the Christ

4. which brings us to our passage today which can be outlined as
a. 6:15–16 The Theme

(A) grace is not to promote sin
(B) the bond-slave’s actions show who is his master

b. 6:17–22 The Change in Masters
(A) 6:17–19 Means a change in actions
(B) 6:20–22 Means a change in benefits

c. 6:23 Recapitulation
(A) sin pays its bond-slaves with death
(B) grace gives its bond-slaves life

B. The Theme Introduced Romans 6:15–16
1. grace is not intended to promote sin 6:15

a. 15  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! (AV: God
forbid.)

b. just because our forgiveness of sins
(A) is the free gift of God



(B) and does not depend in any fashion on our own works
(C) and we are not now under law, but under grace
(D) does not mean that we can then continue happily in the very sins from which we have been

forgiven
c. one of the most vivid pictures showing that forgiveness is intended to change the one forgiven is in the

story by the Lord Jesus in Matthew 18:23–35 of the servant who owed the king 10,000 talents and when
forgiven of that debt went out demanding payment from a fellow servant who owed him, in turn, a mere
100 pence.  So the king punished him because he hadn’t learned the lesson of mercy and pity.

2. the bond-slave’s actions show who is his master 6:16
a. You have, perhaps, watched a press conference in which an athlete is joining some sports team.  The

manager of the team hands the athlete a sweater and he puts it on. This is a way of saying that when
the game starts, he is going to be wearing the colours of that team and playing for his new masters.
And I am reminded of that as I read this next verse:

b. 16  Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves
of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?
(A) The word translated slaves in this version can also be rendered bond-slaves or bondsmen and

signifies those who on account of debt are now owned by other
(B) the actions that such a slave performs reveal who is the master that is being served; as it were,

the slave wears the colours of his master; either serving
(1) Satan, the old nature, and sin; or,
(2) God, obedience, and righteousness

3. and the theme is that if, by God’s grace, we have been saved from the condemnation that comes by the
Law, then by our obedience people should be able to see that we are serving not our old master, sin, but
our new master, righteousness

C. The Change in Masters Romans 6:17–22
1. This change in masters means a change in actions 6:17–19

a. 17  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that
form of teaching to which you were committed,



(A) The word “thanks” here ties this verse to what precedes for in the Greek it is that same word
“Charis” or grace; so Paul gives “grace” to God that under God’s grace his readers have changed
masters

(B) how did this change in masters happen?
(1) well, if we work backwards through the verse we find
(2) to them was committed or entrusted — that is they received — teaching; namely the gospel

message
(3) that this teaching reached their hearts, their inner beings, not just their intellect as a curious

concept
(4) and the obedience of faith took place; they received and accepted the message of the gospel

as their own
(C) the change in masters was evident by the change in their acts of obedience, so that we read in

verse
b. 18  and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

(A) remember, this is all part of Paul’s thank you to God
(B) we are told here that in the past, when that obedience of faith took place, there was a one-time

transition from one bondage to another bondage
(C) Simon Bolivar is a great hero in South America.  Bolivia is named after him and led Peru to

independence from Spain in 1824.  The people pleaded with him to become their first president.
He refused.  He said that his work was the work of liberation.  Others were better suited to the task
of governing.  But still they wanted to honour him.  So they offered him a gift of 1 million pesos.
He accepted the gift on one condition, that he might supplement that gift with his own fund and
then use all of that money together to purchase the freedom of the 3,000 individuals in Peru who
were still slaves to other men.  And he did exactly that.  When asked why his answer was: “It
makes little sense to free a nation unless all its citizens enjoy freedom as well.”  Freedom is for a
purpose, not an end in itself —{3}.

(D) Christ frees us from our bondage to sin that we should henceforth serve Him in righteousness; so
we are called upon in verse

c. 19  I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your
members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.



(A) when Paul says here that he is speaking in human terms it does not mean that this is not under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit; no, the meaning is that our slowness to learn and to practice
spiritual things requires that he spell it out in the simplest, possible terms

(B) Just because people are freed doesn’t mean that they take advantage of that freedom.  One
researcher tells of a man named Baldev in India whose master called him his halvaha which means
“bonded ploughman” —{4}.

(1) Baldev said, “After my wife received this money, we paid off our debt and were free to do
whatever we wanted.  But I was worried all the time — what if one of the children got sick?
What if our crop failed?  What if the government wanted some money?  Since we no longer
belonged to the landlord, we didn’t get food every day as before.  Finally, I went to the landlord
and asked him to take me back.  I didn’t have to borrow any money, but he agreed to let me
be his halvaha again.  Now I don’t worry so much; I know what to do.”

(2) as Baldev wasn’t ready to step into freedom, many Christians unfortunately seem to want to
return to their old comfortable master — sin — rather than to yield themselves as instruments
of righteousness

(3) sanctification scares us!
d. but, we should pursue it because

2. This change in masters means a change in benefits 6:20–22
a. 20  For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.

(A) this is our former state
(B) servants of sin; only allowed to do its bidding
(C) and unable to do righteousness;
(D) so why would we ever want to do a “Baldev” and go back to this state?  Consider the so-called

employment benefits were of our old slavery, in verse
b. 21  Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For

the outcome of those things is death.
(A) the so-called benefits of our old way of life — literally the “fruit,” the results, the effects — are

summed up in two words: shame and death
(B) shame is how we now feel about the sinful actions in which we have engaged in the past; though

we know that they are forgiven, yet their distastefulness lingers on



(C) death is the consequence and final end to which we were headed; our end was destruction …
c. 22  But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in

sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life.
(A) the benefits of the new job? instead of shame, holiness or sanctification; instead of death, eternal

life
(B) as suggested before, we are very uncomfortable with this idea of holiness or sanctification
(C) when asked what it means we give the classic definition, “to be set apart to, by or for God”

avoiding saying that it includes being made pure, made clean, made suitable for being so set apart;
being prepared for God’s presence

(D) and yet that is just what the Holy Spirit is to be doing in our lives; if we have changed masters;
if we now serve Christ and obedience and righteousness, then it should be readily apparent to
those who see us; so lets go on to the

D. Recapitulation Romans 6:23
1. 23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

a. sin pays its bond-slaves with death
(A) the word wages is reminiscent of the supplies that the quartermaster in the army provides to the

soldiers
(B) Satan’s quartermaster sin doles out his rations, death, to his soldiers; but

b. grace gives its bond-slaves life
(A) the words ‘free gift” is the Greek word “Charisma” which are the benefits showered on us by the

one showing “Charis,” or grace, to us
(B) so how possibly can we who have been saved by the grace of God continue in sin?

2. Charles Haddon Spurgeon told this story: —{5}.

a. “A cruel king called one of his subjects into his presence and asked him his occupation.  The man
responded, ‘I’m a blacksmith.’  The ruler then ordered him to go and make a chain of a certain length.

b. “The man obeyed, returning after several months to show it to the monarch.  Instead of receiving praise
for what he had done, however, he was instructed to make the chain twice as long.

c. “When that assignment was completed, the blacksmith presented his work to the king, but again was
commanded, ‘Go back and double its length!’  This procedure was repeated several times.  At last the



wicked tyrant directed the man to be bound in the chains of his own making and cast into a fiery
furnace.”  

d. Like that cruel king, sin exacts from its servants a dreadful price: “The wages of sin is death”
e. but praise God for His grace: that in Christ Jesus He breaks the chains and gives to us eternal life
f. and make your choice this morning: that this change in masters will take place in your life.
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