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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction
1. our inheritance in common is ______

B. The First Man, Adam Romans 5:12–14
1. Adam brings ______

a. people want to deny this because

b. first evidence is

2. Adam brings _________ (the second evidence)
a. this did not required the __________ Law

b. Adam is the H______ of the human race by virtue of being its
ancestor; Christ is H______ of the church which consists of the
C______________ of God, by virtue of being the cause for
its existence

C. The Second Man, Christ
1. Christ brings life Romans 5:15–17

a. likenesses between Adam and Christ and their deeds

b. contrasts between Adam and Christ and their deeds

2. Christ brings the grace and gift of righteousness Romans 5:18-21
a. likenesses between Adam and Christ and their deeds

b. contrasts between Adam and Christ and their deeds

Other Scripture References
Sin part of our human nature: Psalm 51:5; sin comes from within:
Matthew 15:18-20; the story of Cain: Genesis 4:3–12; The character of
the men of Noah’s day: Genesis 6:1–8 (good thing that Noah received
the unmerited favour of God!  Note that “the sons of God” is usually
understood to refer to the descendants of Seth); the history of the men of
Babel: Genesis 11:1-9; wickedness of the Amorites: Genesis 15:16,
1 Kings 21:26; Christ the second Adam: 1 Corinthians 15:45–49;
Christ the founder of the race formed of the children of God: John 1:12;
new, resurrected life from Jesus Christ: Colossians 2:13; our acceptance
by God in Christ: Ephesians 1:6



—{1}. Romans 5:12–21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A Tale of Two Men

A. Introduction
1. The Story of Jack Wurm

a. A few years ago, a columnist named Boyd described the amazing good fortune of a man named Jack
Wurm.  It happened back In 1949, when Mr. Wurm was broke and out of a job.  One day he was walking
along a San Francisco beach when he came across a bottle with a piece of paper in it.  As he read the
note, he discovered that it was the last will and testament of Daisy Singer Alexander, heir to the Singer
sewing machine fortune.  The note read, "To avoid confusion, I leave my entire estate to the lucky
person who finds this bottle and to my attorney, Barry Cohen, share and share alike."  According to
Boyd, the courts accepted the theory that the heiress had written the note 12 years earlier, and had
thrown the bottle into the Thames River in London, from where it had drifted across the oceans to the
feet of a penniless and jobless Jack Wurm.  His chance discovery netted him over 6 million dollars in cash
and Singer stock. —{2}.

b. hearing such a story
(A) we fantasize, perhaps, that this might happen to us
(B) secret desire that some rich, but distant, relative leave us a fortune
(C) but upon reflection, we know there is no such relative
(D) and, if there was an inheritance, then we suspect it would be something ugly that we would be

obliged to keep

2. yet, in today’s passage, we find that everyone here has a relative
a. who, in his time

(A) was the richest man in world
(B) he had, so to speak, everything

b. and he left an inheritance 
(A) to everyone in this room
(B) and we have all received it in full
(C) but its not an inheritance that we particularly want

c. that man was, of course, Adam; and the inheritance, sin



B. The First Man, Adam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Romans 5:12–14
1. Adam brings sin

a. the statement is made very clearly in verse 12: “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the
world ...”
(A) this is a truth that many would seek to deny

(1) that we are sinners by birth, that we inherit the sin and the guilt that were Adam’s
(2) because if it were not true, then either

(a) we may, perhaps, live a good enough life to avoid any punishment from God
(b) or, perhaps the people around us are not really lost, and we do not have to be involved in

telling them the gospel; in obeying Christ’s commission
(B) but why should we be blamed, be punished because of Adam’s sin?  This goes against our human

sense of what is just, against what we consider our human rights
(1) but the word of God says it is so, so I accept it
(2) and there have been various explanations: some good and some bad; some philosophic and

some scientific
(3) but it really boils down to this

(a) man was created different from other animals; into him alone did God breathe the breath of
life; and man was constituted a moral being with a soul, a spirit differing him from beasts

(b) so, that when a child is born
¤ its principal physical characteristics are those of its parents: 
¤ and spiritually likewise; a sinful nature
¤ Psalm 51:5; (NAS): “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived

me.” does not mean that David’s mother was adulterous or the like, but is an expression of
the truth we have just stated

(C) yet that sin is universally present in mankind cannot be successfully denied; what this verse says
is true

(1) the playwright and agnostic, George Bernard Shaw, in his droll way, has called the doctrine of
original sin  the only empirically verifiable Christian doctrine —{3}.

(2) the evidence is all around



b. the evidence first of all is in sinful actions
(A) we would note that a person is not a sinner because he sins; rather a person sins because he is a

sinner
(1) from Adam we inherit a spiritual nature that is in rebellion against God; a nature of unbelief
(2) which is why even very good people are still sinners
(3) it is what we really are inside that makes us sin
(4) as Jesus said, Matthew 15:18–20a; (NKJV): “But those things which proceed out of the mouth

come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which
defile a man …”

(B) verse 13 says “for until the Law [ie., capital “L” — the Mosaic Law] sin was in the world; but sin
is not imputed when there is no law. [small “L” --- ie., the natural law]”

(1) this is the natural law of man’s conscience that Paul tells us about in the first chapter of Romans
(2) and did it exist?  Well, was there sin? Was it wrong?

(C) Let’s check
(1) how about Cain?

(a) what was God’s warning to him in Genesis 4:7? “... sin is crouching at the door ...”
(b) well, sin was there and he murdered Abel

(2) how about the men of Noah’s day
(a) Genesis 6:5; (NAS) Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth,

and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
(b) sure sounds like sin; that they were sinners

(3) and so on
(a) with the men of Babel
(b) with the Amorites

c. so the sin they committed shows that men were sinners, inheriting the guilt and sin of Adam, even
though they didn’t commit the same offense — they didn’t fall in the same way — as Adam; but there
is a second evidence



2. Adam brings death
a. verse 14 tells us that “death reigned from Adam until Moses”
b. the existence of death is the proof of sin

(A) so even though the Mosaic Law did not exist
(B) so even though after leaving the garden it was no longer possible to disobey the command of God

not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
(C) the fact that men and women died gives proof that

c. mankind inherited Adam’s sin; its guilt; and his sinful nature
d. so let us turn from this sorry story

(A) this first Adam 
(1) who is the head of the whole human race
(2) whose sin brought such a sad inheritance to us all
(3) and yet, who is described in verse 14 as “a type of Him who was to come”, that is

(B) to the One whom Paul calls in 1 Corinthians 15, the “Second Adam”
(1) and as we frequently find with the types in the Bible
(2) there are both points of likeness and of contrast
(3) and the antitype super-exceeds the original type
(4) so we discover Jesus Christ to be the head of a new race, a race consisting of the children of God

(a) John 1:12; (NAS): But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

(b) and it is to this race that the blessings of the Second Adam apply

C. The Second Man, Christ
1. Christ brings life Romans 5:15–17

a. verse 15 gives us both a likeness and a contrast between the “free gift” and the original “transgression”
when it says “... by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and
the gift by the grace of one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.”
(A) now the likenesses are obvious

(1) in both cases, one man was involved
(a) Adam, called the son of God in Luke 38
(b) Jesus, God the Son born of a woman



(2) in both cases, a single action is in the writers mind
(a) the one transgression in the garden
(b) the one act of redeeming grace on the cross

(3) and in both cases, the many were affected
(B) but there is also a contrast

(1) we are told that the latter act, the gift did “much more … abound”
(2) now this is not in point of number — because the many whom Adam disaffected were the whole

human race whereas the many whom Jesus affected were those who received him … a smaller
number

(3) rather it is one of quality and availability
(a) the blessings that are brought by the free gift of the grace of God far outweigh Adam’s loss
(b) and are freely available to any who will turn to Jesus in faith and accept His finished work

b. a second contrast is found in verse 16
(A) for that one transgression of Adam judgement came
(B) but the free gift takes care not just of one, but of many transgressions; and it results in justification

of the believer
c. and the third likeness and contrast in verse 17

(A) both acts — Adam’s disobedience and Christ’s obedience on the cross — gave rise to a dynasty
(1) in the first, it is death which reigns
(2) in the second, it is life which reigns

(B) Colossians 2:13; (NAS): And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision
of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,

(C) Christ has given, to those who will follow Him, life; life full and free; abundant life; life everlasting;
eternal life

2. Christ brings the grace and gift of righteousness Ro. 5:18–21
a. the likeness and the contrast continues in the last four verses of this chapter but the focus shifts 

(A) from life to justification
(B) from the wages of sin to the grace of righteousness
(C) from separation from God to fellowship with God



b. verse 18
(A) in both cases there is a single act

(1) the one transgression
(2) the one act of righteousness

(B) but what a difference results!
(1) Adam’s wrong brought condemnation — judgment, punishment, death — to all men of race of

mankind
(2) Christ’s death brought the judicial declaration “Not Guilty” to all men of the race of the children

of God who believe in His name

c. verse 19
(A) in both cases obeying God was involved

(1) Adam failed to do so
(2) Christ succeeded — nevertheless not my will but Thine

(B) and from one man’s deed, the many were affected
(1) from Adam, the many of the race of mankind were made sinners — and so we sin
(2) from Christ, the many of the race of the children of God were made righteous — and so can

stand before the holy God and enter into His presence

d. and so we come to the end of the chapter with these verses in Romans 5:20-21; (NAS): And the Law
came in that the transgression might increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
(A) and we find that God’s work is complete
(B) the Law is given

(1) with its requirements for obedience that it might be all the more apparent just how pure God
is

(2) with its sacrifice for sin that it might be all the more apparent just how far short of this man falls
(3) so sin increased

(C) but God’s grace, His favour shown to undeserving man, also increased, eclipsing sin, ending the
dynasty of sin and death, commencing the kingdom of God of eternal life and righteousness.



D. Conclusion
1. so, the inheritance that was passed on from Adam

a. of sin
b. and death
c. is not an inheritance of which we should be fond

2. but for those who will put their trust in Christ Jesus as Saviour
a. there is second inheritance

(A) reserved in heaven
(B) undefiled

b. coming from the second Adam, Jesus Christ
(A) left to us by His own will recorded in the New Testament
(B) effected by His death on the cross
(C) confirmed by His resurrection from the dead

c. of righteousness in the place of sin
d. and of life in the place of death, life eternal

3. maybe you have a decision that needs to be made on this matter today; to accept this glorious gift freely
available by the grace of God; for those who have already made this choice — who have chosen Christ as
Lord — let us rejoice in God’s goodness to us “to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made
us accepted in the Beloved.” (Ephesians 1:6; NKJV)
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