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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

B. Peace and its Benefits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Romans 5:1–5
1. meaning of the word “peace”

a. now and to Greeks: the absence of A_____  C__________
b. in the Old Testament, “Shalom”, a W___________ of being

2. attendant benefits to peace
a. 5:2 — hope of G________
b. 5:3 — J____ in tribulation
c. 5:3-4 — Suffering, patience or P___________________
d. 5:4 — experience or C________________
e. 5:5 — a dependable H______
f. 5:5 — a realization of God’s L______ for us
g. 5:5 — the Gift of the H______  S__________

C. Peace: Reconciliation by Christ’s Death . . . . . . . . . . .  Romans 5:6–8
1. it was the right time because

a. the Jewish worship was

b. the Roman empire had

2. it was the right situation
a. people were idolatrous and immoral
b. in our spiritual state before God we were

D. Peace: Reconciliation by Christ’s Life (Resurrected) .  Romans 5:9–11
1. the argument of these verses is

a. if Christ would reconcile us to God when we were E________
b. then He will certainly keep it so now we are F____________

2. so the two reasons for our assurance are
a. Christ calls us F_____________
b. Christ is our M______________ who is ever alive to make

intercession on our behalf

E. My response to Christ’s reconciling work should be

Scripture References
False prophecies of peace: Jeremiah 6:14, 8:11, Ezekiel 13:10-16;  The source
of peace: Isaiah 26:3;  The timing of the coming of Jesus Christ was just right:
Galatians 4:4–5;  Our state before Christ: Colossians 1:13, Ephesians 2:12;
Jesus’ legacy of peace: John 14:27;  Jesus calls us His friends: John 15:13–15;
Jesus the ever-living High Priest and our Mediator: Hebrew 7:25;  The gracious
invitation of Jesus to come to Him for rest: Matthew 11:28–30



—{1}.  Romans 5:1–11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Peace With God

A. Introduction
1. This past Friday was the 59th anniversary of D-Day, the storming of the beaches of Normandy by the Allied

forces, June 6, 1944.
a. “the beginning of the end of World War II”

(A) leading to German surrender, May 8, 1945
(B) and formal Japanese surrender, September 2, 1945

b. but this was just part of a long history of conflict
(A) World War I was called the “War to end all wars”

(1) covering the period 1914 to 1918
(2) at Treaty of Versailles, President Woodrow Wilson insisted on formation of the League of Nations
(3) European geography radically changed

(B) Italo-Ethiopian war (1935-6)
(C) Spanish “Civil” war (1936-39)
(D) Sino-Japanese war in China (1937-41)

c. and after the end of World War II and the founding of the United Nations, things have gone on much the
same way
(A) Korean war in the 1950's
(B) Vietnamese war (1965-73)
(C) wars in the far east and between India and Pakistan
(D) The ongoing conflicts in Palestine and the middle East
(E) and so on, until we come to the last two Gulf wars

d. thus with all the promises of “peace in our times”, we find particularly apt, looking back over the past
century, the words of the prophets, as in Jeremiah 6:14; (NAS) “And they have healed the brokenness
of My people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no peace.” 

2. But our passage today, Romans 5:1–11, talks about a peace that is more important, more enduring, and
more certain than all of these promises — let’s read it in the NASB version.
a. this passage breaks down naturally into three sections



(A) Peace and its benefits
(B) Peace from Christ’s death
(C) Peace from Christ’s life 

B. Peace and its benefits Romans 5:1-5

Standing then acquitted as the result of faith, let us enjoy peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom also, as the result of faith, we have obtained an introduction into that state of favour with God
in which we stand, and we exult in hope of some day sharing in God’s glory. And not only so: we also exult
in our sufferings, knowing as we do, that suffering produces fortitude; fortitude, ripeness of character; and
ripeness of character, hope; and that this hope never disappoints, because God’s love for us floods our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. — Weymouth

1. The meaning of the word “peace”
a. in the world today the most frequent use we hear is that world leaders urging “peace talks” between

Israel and the Palestinians
(A) and as this seems to have been going on for 20–3o years (or is it more?)
(B) without any noticeable change in events
(C) we are cannot be criticized of being to cynical if we come to the conclusion that all the word means

is a temporary cessation of hostilities while both sides see if they can gain some advantage over
the other — and as we noted, over the past century, it has seemed inevitable that each declaration
of peace seems to be quickly followed by a declaration of hostilities

b. nor, can we take its meaning, as we frequently do, by just looking at what the meaning of the Greek
word, eirene, used in the New Testament, which is defined as the opposite of armed conflict, and also
as depicting the typically Grecian concept of harmony or order

c. but we have to look at the Old Testament Hebrew word upon which it is built, shalom, which
(A) conveys the idea of wholeness of being
(B) of health in body, mind and spirit
(C) and is summed up best perhaps in those words of Isaiah 26:3; (AV) Thou wilt keep him in perfect

peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee.
(D) so that real peace must include that to be found with God through the reconciling work of the



Prince of Peace

2. Peter was asking about the subject matter of this week’s message to help him preparing the worship
program; when I mentioned that I had found seven or so benefits that attend the peace we have with God
through Jesus Christ, he suggested that perhaps seven points were too many for a sermon.  So we won’t
try to be totally inclusive, but let’s take a moment and note a few of these that are to be found in these first
five verses:
a. but first, note the effect of Christ’s work of reconciliation as given in verse 2

(A) it gives us access to the grace in which we stand, or
(B) it is the introduction to a state of favour with God
(C) for us, it is the armistice, the calling of the war to end, the laying down of arms, and the taking up

of fellowship and of a new relationship with God
b. and now, some benefits — some of the attendants to peace — some of the gifts from God that make us

healthy in body, mind and spirit — things that complete our being and make us whole, make us complete
in Christ Jesus
(A) 5:2 —  hope of glory —  we now exult, rejoice because of a new hope; that hope or expectation

being that we have an eternal home in the glorious presence of God — as we have sung, “I’ve got
a home in glory land that outshines the sun …”

(B) 5:3 — we rejoice, we have joy in tribulation — that’s a strange pairing of benefits until you find the
purpose in 

(C) 5:3–4 — patience or perseverance; — God puts us in this position and need for these with an end
in view

(1) as one verse of the hymn “How Firm a Foundation” puts it “I only design Thy dross to consume
and thy gold to refine.”

(2) so that the result will be a positive effect on our …
(D) 5:4 — experience (AV) or character — God’s sanctifying work on us that is the evidence of His

preparing us for Himself
(E) 5:5 — an hope upon which we can fully depend
(F) 5:5 — a daily realization of God’s tremendous love for us
(G) 5:5 — the indwelling Holy Spirit, which is such a great benefit that we can only here mention Him



3. No wonder that we can sing

Peace, perfect peace — in this dark world of sin?
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.

Peace, perfect peace — by thronging duties pressed?
To do the will of Jesus, this is rest.

Peace, perfect peace — with sorrows surging round?
On Jesus’ bosom naught but calm is found.

Peace, perfect peace — with loved ones far away?
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe, and they.

Peace, perfect peace — our future all unknown?
Jesus we know, and He is on the throne. —{2}. 

C. Peace: Reconciliation by Christ’s Death Romans 5:6–8

For already, while we were still helpless, Christ at the right moment died for the ungodly. Why, it is scarcely
conceivable that any one would die for a simply just man, although for a good and lovable man perhaps some
one, here and there, will have the courage even to lay down his life. But God gives proof of His love to us in
Christ’s dying for us while we were still sinners. — Weymouth

1. Reconciliation came at the right time — “at the right moment”, or “in due time”
a. what was the state “B.C.” – Before Christ

(A) the Jewish state
(1) under Roman control for over a century, and for the previous four centuries there were only a

few, short periods when it was nominally independent
(2) yes, the Jews had forsaken the idol worship that had followed them along with the exodus from

Egypt



(3) but religion had become not a way of living, but a matter for argument, for discussion, and a
legalistic arrangement with God, with rules that the Jewish rulers and lawyers could twist to their
own purposes

(B) the Roman empire
(1) had extended its domain from Spain to the border of Mesopotamia, from the entire north of

Africa up to the border of Scotland
(2) in this domain were Roman roads, Roman laws, and the safety provided to travellers by the

presence of the Roman army to enforce those laws; the pax romana
(3) and the power of Rome was such that one could travel to the very border of India without fear

(C) but at what cost?
(1) in its early years Rome appears to have had a very elevated moral tone with just laws and

practices
(2) but as country after country was conquered, and their religions, their practices, and their morals

absorbed, it had by now become very decadent
(3) so Paul found in Acts 17 that in Athens as elsewhere, there were gods to every conceivable deity
(4) and as you find in his epistles, every conceivable type of immorality in practice throughout the

empire
b. So the time was ripe for the coming of the promised Saviour, the Messiah, the one who would redeem

Israel, who would be a light to the Gentiles, so Paul writes in 
(A) Galatians 4:4-5; (NKJV): But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born

of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption as sons.

One day when heaven was filled with His praises,
One day when sin was a black as could be,
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin,
Dwelt among men – my Example is He!

Living – He loved me, dying He saved me,
Buried – He carried my sins far away;
Rising – He justified freely, forever:



One day He's coming – O glorious day! —{3}.

(B) yes, God is never hasty, never tardy, always in time

2. Reconciliation came at the needed situation
a. what is our state “B.C.” — Before Christ

(A) according to Colossians 1:13 we were members of the “power or domain or dominion of darkness”
(AV, NAS, NIV)

(B) Ephesians 2:12; (NAS) says we “were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world”

(C) or as we read right here in Romans 5
(1) it was while we without strength, were helpless
(2) it was while we were part of the ungodly
(3) it was while we were yet sinners
(4) and down in verse 10, it was while we were enemies

(D) so that describes to us a pretty needful situation that we find ourselves in before we accept Christ
as our Saviour

b. and to this situation, Jesus brought reconciliation to God — peace with God — by His death, graciously
delivering believers from the punishment for sin, so rightly deserved 

c. or as William Poole wrote

.    Just when I need Him Jesus is near, 
         Just when I falter, just when I fear; 
      Ready to help me, ready to cheer, 
         Just when I need Him most. 
Chorus
      Just when I need Him most,
         Just when I need Him most,
      Jesus is near to comfort and cheer,
         Just when I need Him most. —{4}.



3. That is why Jesus could say to His disciples as He faced His death, and left to them a most precious
inheritance, in John 14:27; (NAS) “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives,
do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”

D. Peace: Reconciliation by Christ’s Life Romans 5:9–11

But God gives proof of His love to us in Christ’s dying for us while we were still sinners. If therefore we have
now been pronounced free from guilt through His blood, much more shall we be delivered from God’s anger
through Him. For if while we were hostile to God we were reconciled to Him through the death of His Son, it
is still more certain that now that we are reconciled, we shall obtain salvation through Christ’s life. And not
only so, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now obtained that
reconciliation. — Weymouth

1. The argument of these verses is very straightforward
a. If when we were sinners, if when we were hostile to God, if when we were enemies of God and at war

with Him, if then
(A) Christ died to bear our guilt and our sin
(B) God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself
(C) Christ’s death was the means of ending that hostitily, that enmity, that war

b. then, now that Christ is risen, now that He is alive, now that he is seated on God’s right hand, now that
He is our friend
(A) then shall we not be all the more certain of salvation
(B) shall we not be all the more certainly reconciled to God and fully at peace with Him?

2. Let us look briefly at the two reasons we have this assurance
a. Christ is our Friend

(A) John 15:13-15; (NAS): “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.
You are My friends, if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have
heard from My Father I have made known to you.”

(B) it would be sheer effrontery if I were, on my own, call myself a friend of Jesus Christ — to set



myself on par with Abraham who was called the “friend of God”
(C) but what a privilege that Christ should call us His friends

b. Christ is our Mediator
(A) Hebrews 7:25; (NAS): Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through

Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

E. Conclusion
1. so, today, there is the one real peace that can be found in this world, for us to have and to enjoy with all

its attendant benefits
a. if you are an unbeliever you can find this peace by accepting Jesus’ gracious invitation, Matthew 11:28-

30; (NKJV): “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For
My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” — please come and speak with me if you wish to discuss this
matter more fully

b. if you are a believer, do not forego the benefits of the peace that Christ died to give you by being
disobedient or by not walking with Him

2. but now, let all of us glorify God for His work for reconciliation that He has done in Jesus Christ
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