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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction: 
1. (examining Romans 4, Galatians 3, and Hebrews 11–13 side by side

portrays beautifully what the believer’s life of faith should be)

2. justification by faith (Genesis 15:6) takes precedence over 
a. the rite of circumcision
b. the giving of the law
c. the works of the law

B. The marks of faith
1. obedience (Romans 4:17-21; cf. Galatians 3:16)

2. spiritual vision (sight) (Romans 4:20-21)

C. The results of faith
1. a blessed relationship (Romans 4:3–8)

2. God’s seal on the believer (Romans 4:9–12)

3. access to God’s promises (Romans 4:13–16, cf. Galatians 3:14, 29)

Scripture references made other than Romans 4 and Galatians 3.
The call of Abraham: Genesis 12:1–3, Acts 7:2;  “Sacrificing” Isaac: Genesis
22:2ff;  Abraham’s vision: Hebrews 11:10, 12:22, 13:14;  The commands of
salvation: Acts 17:30, John 7:37, Matthew 11:28



—{1}. Romans 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Our Father Abraham

A. Introduction
1. there is an old story from the middle east

a. A man was travelling on his donkey when he came upon a small fuzzy object lying in the road.  He
dismounted to look more closely and found a sparrow lying on its back with its scrawny legs thrust
upward.  At first he thought the bird was dead, but closer investigation proved it to be very much alive.
The man asked the sparrow if he was all right.  The sparrow replied, “Yes.”  The man said, “What are you
doing lying on your back with your legs pointed towards the sky?”  The sparrow responded that he had
heard a rumour that the sky was falling, and so he was holding his legs up in support.  The man replied,
“You surely don't think that you're going to hold it up with those two scrawny legs, do you?”  The
sparrow, with a very solemn look, retorted, “One does the best he can.” —{2}.

b. Now we smile, perhaps, at the audacity of that sparrow
(A) what a forlorn dependence on its own ability!
(B) and what a silly acceptance of a rumour in the face of all experience as to the dependability of

God’s creation

2. and yet, when we come to the matter of our salvation 
a. as we are faced with two alternatives

(A) dependence upon own efforts
(B) or trusting in God’s gracious promise

b. why do we choose the first
(A) choosing to depend upon our works
(B) despite 

(1) our long experience of our own weakness and failings
(2) the unblemished record of God in His faithfulness

(C) rejecting the justification that comes by faith

3. so Paul, in this fourth chapter of Romans
a. turns to the example of Abraham



(A) digressing only a moment to David’s supporting words
b. in order to show that his teaching, his doctrine

(A) just expressed in Romans 3:21–31
(B) and summarized in Romans 3:24; (NAS): that sinners are to be “…justified as a gift by His grace

through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus;”
(C) is not a new teaching, not a new doctrine
(D) it being, in point of fact, the fulfilment of God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:3; (NAS): that

“… I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

c. or, in the words of Galatians 3:9; (NAS): “So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the
believer [or with faithful Abraham].” — our Father Abraham; so let us look at
(A) one: the marks of faith — Abraham and ours
(B) two: the results of faith

B. The Marks of Faith
1. Faith is marked by obedience: consider Abraham’s obedience

a. in setting out on a journey to an unknown destination
(A) first from leaving Ur, as Stephen recounts in Acts 7:2; (NAS): ‘And he said, “Hear me, brethren

and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia,
before he lived in Haran, and said to him, ‘depart from your country and your relatives, and come
into the land that I will show you.’”’

(1) so, Abraham obeyed and went out as far as Haran
(B) then, after the death of his father, Terah

(1) God continued His instructions to Abraham, for again he was to pick up his belongings and leave
(2) from Haran, as recorded in Genesis 12:1,4; (NAS): “Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth

from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I
will show you;” …So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him.
Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

(3) and from that time until the people of Israel entered into the promised land, Abraham and his
descendants wandered from place to place with no settled home

(C) so, Abraham obeyed



b. in the matter of his son, Isaac — Romans 4:17–21; (NAS)
“(as it is written, ‘a father of many nations have I made you’) in the sight of Him whom he believed,
even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist. In hope against hope
he believed, in order that he might become a father of many nations, according to that which had been
spoken, ‘so shall your descendants be.’ And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own
body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb;
yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving
glory to God, and being fully assured that what He had promised, He was able also to perform.”
(A) Abraham’s faith 

(1) enabled him to see God as able to do
(2) what all his experience said was impossible — “in hope against hope”
(3) so, in two ways, he saw God as able to give life to the dead

(a) first in the matter that Sarah was barren and as a result Abraham and Sarah had died as
parents

(b) and then, later
(B) there was the matter of obedience in his being willing to sacrifice this, his son, for we read in

Genesis 22:2; (NAS): “And He said, ‘Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and
go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which
I will tell you.’”

(1) although, Abraham then had another son, Ishmael,  in God’s eyes — and Abraham’s — he did
not count; for it was Isaac who was the son of promise, it was Isaac through whom God
promised a descendant through whom all the nations of the earth would be blessed; as Paul
explains in Galatians 3:16; (NAS): “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed.
He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to your seed,’ that
is, Christ.”

(2) now, we have the advantage over Abraham
(a) he acquaintance was with the terrible worships of those nations whose idols demanded

human sacrifice and was still learning of the character of the true God, Jehovah
(b) so, though we know that God’s plan was and is a substitute sacrifice for sin, first in animals

and ultimately in the person of His own beloved Son, Abraham did not know this
(C) nevertheless, Abraham obeyed



2. Faith is marked by spiritual vision: consider Abraham’s vision
a. respecting his destination; there are some illuminating verses from the book of Hebrews

(A) 11:10; (NAS): “for he [that is, Abraham] was looking for the city which has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.”

(B) 12:22; (NAS): “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels,”

(C) 13:14; (NAS): “For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city which is to
come.”

(D) and these verses, though applying the truth to our own faith, show that Abraham saw beyond this
physical world to the reality of the heavenly

b. respecting God’s promises
(A) we have already read Romans 4:20–21; (NAS): “yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did

not waver in unbelief, but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that
what He had promised, He was able also to perform.”

(B) to which we now add verse 22: “Therefore also ‘it was reckoned to him as righteousness’.”

3. what about our faith?
a. is it obedient? Does it obey God’s commands

(A) Acts 17:30b; (NKJV) “Truly … God … now commands all men everywhere to repent,”
(B) and Jesus words, John 7:37; (NAS) “... If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.” and

in Matthew 11:28; (NAS) “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you
rest.”

b. is it focussed on this earth? On this life? On the temporal? Or does it have its eyes cast on the eternal?

C. The results of Faith
1. Romans 4:3–8; (NAS): Faith brings a blessed relationship with God

“For what does the Scripture say? ‘And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.’ Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favour, but as what is due. But
to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as
righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God reckons righteousness



apart from works: ‘blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been
covered.  Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.’” 
a. faith transforms the relationship

(A) from one of a debtor owing a debt impossible to repay
(B) to one where God marks the accounts “Paid in full!”

b. and that is the blessedness that comes from accepting what God has done for our sins rather than relying
on our works

2. Romans 4:9–12; (NAS): Faith results in God’s seal upon the believer
“Is this blessing then upon the circumcised, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say, ‘faith was
reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.’  How then was it reckoned? While he was circumcised, or
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; and he received the sign of circumcision,
a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, that he might be the father of
all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to them, and the father
of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith
of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.”
a. circumcision was given to Abraham — and to Israel

(A) as an external seal — a mark of security, God stamping them as being His own people
(B) but only after there was the inward reality of faith

b. so baptism is given to the Christian — to God’s people today
(A) as an external witness or identification with Christ
(B) but only after the inward reality faith bringing of the baptism of the Holy Spirit in His regenerative

work

3. Romans 4:13–16; (NAS): Faith gives access to God’s promises
“For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the
Law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made void
and the promise is nullified; for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
violation. For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise
may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of
the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all’”



a. Now, I want to re-examine that last verse with an amplified  paraphrase of the original Greek:
(A) So, let me explain why the promise of God to Abraham was not through any righteousness that

may come by the law, but rather it is through the righteousness that comes by faith
(B) here is why: because it must be by God’s grace — that is the only way that it can be sure and

certain — only then
(C) will this promise apply to all descendants — all, not only to those under the law but to those under

faith — and these all have Abraham as their father
b. so faith ensures that

(A) those who believe become part of God’s people
(B) that Abraham’s descendants should be as numerous as the stars of the sky
(C) that Abraham would be the father of many nations
(D) that the whole Word of God — Old and New Testament — are for the entire church, Jew and Gentile

alike
(E) Galatians 3:14; (NAS): “in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the

Gentiles, so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”
(F) Galatians 3:29; (NAS): “And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs

according to promise.”

D. Conclusion
1. when we read the life of Abraham, we find that he was far from perfect, far from blameless

a. yet, he believed God
b. and he was justified — made righteous in God’s sight — by his faith
c. and the truth of justification by faith is the great leveller — as applicable to anyone in the room today

as it was to Abraham

2. so where are you this morning?
a. still trying like that sparrow in your own strength to keep the sky — God’s wrath against your sin — from

falling upon you
(A) then cast yourself in faith on God, as we read in Romans 4:5; (NAS):  “But to the one who does

not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,”
b. or are you rejoicing in God, in being justified by faith in His finished work on the cross?



(A) then continue, as with Abraham to a higher ground, to seeking that heavenly city, in setting your
affection on things above and not on things of the earth.
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