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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. having spent a number of weeks in Romans 1:19–3:20, we are in
need of some encouragement

B. The Righteousness of God
1. this passage is a commentary on Romans 1:_________

a. in the gospel, the Righteousness of God is ____________
2. the “Righteousness of God” that is revealed is 

a. His own possession, a part of 

b. found in God the _______, God the _____, God the ___ _____
3. the “Righteousness of God” reflects the facts that

a. God is

b. God is

4. the “Righteousness of God” implies
a. His Law

b. Failure to keep the Law

5. The Gospel reveals the “Righteousness of God” because
a. God’s holy law is fully satisfied
b. the Good News of salvation is proffered without partiality

C. The Law Satisfied, At Last
1. Romans 1:18–3:20

a. the ________ failed to satisfy God’s Law written on the heart
b. the ______ failed to satisfy God’s Law revealed to Moses

2. The Mission of Jesus, the Christ was
a. to ____________ the Law
b. to ________ the Law
c. to qualify as the perfect ______ of God

3. Jesus succeeded in His mission by
a. being without ________
b. ___________ the law to the very end of His mission
c. so that God the Father could be both _____ and _________

of the one who has faith in Jesus
D. “Without Partiality” 

1. the fairness aspect of the Righteousness of God
2. the gospel offered irrespective of 

a. a person’s _________________
b. a person’s _______ or __________
c. a person’s ____________ training or upbringing
d. a person’s ____________ or __________

(A) because it is available apart from the  L___
(B) because it is a  G______ by God’s grace
(C) because it is by  F______ not by works
(D) so it is not an occasion for  B__________

Bible References (other than from Romans 1–3) in today’s message:
The substitutionary aspect of Christ’s atonement: 2 Corinthians 5:21; The
reconciliatory work of Christ (or propitiation): 2 Corinthians 5:19;
The total demands of the law: James 2:10; Christ came to fulfill the law and to
obey the Father’s will: Matthew 5:17, Hebrews 10:7–9, Psalm 40:7–8; Luke
22:42Christ was without sin: Hebrews 4:15; Some words from the cross: Mark
15:34, Matthew 27:46, Luke 23:34; God is one (unity): Deuteronomy 6:4;
God’s great kindness to us; Ephesians 2:7
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A. Introduction
1. We have spent some weeks looking at Romans 1:19–3:20

a. and these are not the most uplifting words
b. because they draw a very bleak picture of mankind
c. and could leave us depressed if Romans ended at that point

2. so if we dwelt only on those chapters we would need some sort of antidote— you may know this story of Katie and Martin Luther
a. All through his life, Luther was plagued by morbid introspection and depression.  Ont the other hand, his wife, Katie, was a runaway nun with a

lighthearted nature.
b. Once, after Luther had shut himself up in his study for three days, she hired someone to remove the door.  Martin looked up and saw Katie standing

in the passageway of his now door-less study, and he asked, rather innocently, “Why did you do that?  I wasn’t doing any harm.”
c. Luther’s melancholy could have been a source of real marital tension.  Yet this trait, while sometimes difficult to live with, was an integral part of the

very makeup that made Luther a sensitive, thorough student of the Bible.  His books and teachings provided an undergirding of the Reformation. 
d.  Katie seemed to realize, early on, that Luther’s weakness was actually the flip side of this man’s greatest strength. So she became his cheerful

encourager, always looking for a way to give him a need lift to his spirits.  —{2}.

3. so today, Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, takes us from the depressing to the good news; from the melancholy to the cause for joy; from
the sin of man to the righteousness of God

B. The Righteousness of God
1. our passage today is

a. a commentary on Romans 1:16–17; (NAS): “16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘but the righteous man shall
live by faith.’”

b. as though the intervening section were not there (but we have seen that they were there for a purpose)
c. and now in these verses Paul shows how the Gospel reveals the “righteousness of God” going on in Romans 3:21–22b; (NAS): “21  But now apart from

the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22  even the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;”

2. What is this “Righteousness of God” that is revealed?
a. not the moral standards that would please God;



b. not the righteousness by faith accounted to the believer;
c. not “a righteousness from God” as the NIV, Weymouth and perhaps some others translate it, because to treat this as just referring to the source of

justification is to rob the atonement of much of its meaning, of what is told us in 2 Corinthians 5:21; (NAS): “He made Him who knew no sin to be
sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” — that is that by being in Christ we find ourselves clothed with His
righteousness, that of the Son of God

d. No, the “Righteousness of God” is nothing less than God’s own possession, part of His nature, an attribute of God
(A) it is the righteousness that is in the God, the Father
(B) it is the righteousness that is in the God, the Son
(C) it si the righteousness that is in the God, the Holy Spirit

e. but remember, however, that you cannot separate
(A) God’s nature from His works
(B) nor God’s actions from His character
(C) because God is wholly consistent: who He is agrees in every way with what He does

3. What does the “Righteousness of God” comprise?
a. God is perfect without any moral flaw or defect
b. God is just, fair, and equitable in all his nature and actions
c. so, in today’s passage, we find the God’s righteous nature is revealed in His righteous work of atonement, in His work in Christ, as this is expressed

in 2 Corinthians 5:19; (NAS): “namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He
has committed to us the word of reconciliation.”

4. What does the “Righteousness of God” imply?
a. His law is an expression of His moral perfection
b. To be righteous by the law requires obeying every part without exception; James 2:10; (NAS): “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles

in one point, he has become guilty of all.”
c. Failure in the law brings God’s wrath and judgment

5. The Gospel reveals the “Righteousness of God” because
a. God’s holy law is fully satisfied, At Last!
b. the Good News of salvation is proffered without partiality

C. The Law Satisfied, At Last
1. Romans 1:18 to 3:20



a. The Gentiles have failed to satisfy God’s Law
(A) they have had the revelation of nature
(B) they have had the law of conscience
(C) they have willingly ignored the revelation and disobeyed the conscience

b. The Jews have failed to satisfy God’s Law
(A) they have had the prophetic self-revelation of God
(B) they have beheld His confirming mighty works
(C) they have had the revealed will of God, His law
(D) despite all advantages, they have failed to keep that law

2. the Mission of Jesus, the Christ
a. to fulfill — not destroy — God’s law, as Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:17; (NAS): “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not

come to abolish, but to fulfill.”
b. to obey the Law, both to its letter and its spirit, so that the author of the book of Hebrews (10:7) quotes from the Psalms (40:7-8) “I come … to do

Thy will, O God”
c. and so to qualify as the perfect Lamb of God, without spot or blemish

3. How did Jesus, the Christ carry out His mission?
a. “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without

sin.” (Hebrews 4:15 NAS)
(A) so, he was indeed the perfect Lamb of God

b. in His death
(A) judicially declared innocent by Pilate and Herod
(B) yet executed as a wrong-doer on the cross
(C) yet at the very point of His death, fulfilling the law

(1) still “loving the Lord, His God with all His heart, and soul and strength,” as He cried out on the cross, “My God, My God, why hast thou
forsaken me” (Mark 15:34, Matthew 27:46; AV) which is a cry of love, not hate nor accusation, as evidenced by the fond, repeated, “My
God, My God”

(2) still “loving His neighbour as himself” as He spoke concerning His enemies, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke
23:34; AV)

(3) so that until the very end of His ministry, as from the very beginning, it was “Father … not my will, but Thine, be done” (Luke 22:42; AV)
c. in His resurrection 

(A) the direct recognition by God the Father that God the Son, Jesus, the Christ, the Messiah, had fully carried out  his mission without exception



(B) showing that He qualified as the perfect Lamb of God
d. hence God the Father, could, with perfect righteousness

(A) provide “the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood” (Romans 3:24b–25a; NAS)
(B) this being “for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith

in Jesus.” (Romans 3:26; NAS) — the message is not simply that God declares the believer to be righteous, but that God righteously declares the
believer to be righteous

e. because the Lord Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God, perfectly followed and fulfilled every part — to the last jot and tittle — the holy law of God.  At
Last!  Christ Satisfied God’s Law!

D. “Without Partiality”
1. that the Good News of salvation is proffered without partiality is a further evidence of God’s fairness, His righteousness

a. We have already been told in Romans 2:11; (NAS): “For there is no partiality with God.”
b. now we find further evidence of this fact

2. the gospel is available irrespective of the degree of a person’s wickedness
a. as mankind, we classify sins as “big” and “small”
b. but now we find all men equally guilty before God
c. as in Roman 3:22b–23; (NAS) “for there is no distinction;  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
d. so God’s righteousness is revealed in His fairness to all sinners

3. the gospel is available irrespective of a person’s race or nation
a. in Romans 1:16–17 the gospel applies to the Jew and to the Greek, the latter term representing the non-Jewish nations
b. and the same is true of the need for the gospel resulting from sin as stated in Romans 3:9b; (NAS): “… for we have already charged that both Jews

and Greeks are all under sin;”
c. but lest the term “Greek” be taken in too limited a fashion, we now read respecting this salvation that has been announced by the Gospel in Romans

3:29; (NAS):“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also,” where the word “Gentiles” is literally “nations”
and is all the non-Jews without limitation in scope

d. so God’s righteousness is revealed in His fairness to all mankind

4. the gospel is available irrespective of  a person’s religious training or upbringing in the past; in the future he can know God
a. just as both 

(A) those who grew up without the Mosaic Law
(B) and those who had the advantage of the Mosaic Law



(C) are both concluded to be guilty: “under sin”
b. so, in Romans 3:30; (NAS) we find both groups addressed, “since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through

faith is One.”
(A) Paul, here, switches very carefully from nationality to religion, because the “circumcised” include not only the Jews, but those proselytes converted

to Judaism
(B) and this is very important, for it removes any suggestion that it is necessary to become a Jew — or take on any of the Jewish obligations — before

one can realize the blessing of the Messianic salvation found in Jesus
(C) while at the same time clearly identifying this salvation with the covenant God of Israel, Deuteronomy 6:4 (ASV) “Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God

is one Jehovah.” 
c. so God’s righteousness is revealed in His fairness to people without respect to their cultural and religious upbringing

5. and finally, the gospel is available irrespective of our capacity and of our ability
a. because it is available quite apart from the Mosaic law

(A) Romans 3:21; (NAS): “But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,”
although, you will note, it is witnessed to by that Law

(B) Romans 3:28; (NAS): “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.”
(C) which is terrific new, given that “because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge

of sin.” (Romans 3:20 NAS)
b. Romans 3:24; (NAS): “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”

(A) God’s impartiality — His fairness — is shown because this is a free gift
(B) God’s impartiality — His fairness — is shown because this is by grace

c. Romans 3:28; (NAS): “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.”
(A) God’s impartiality — His fairness — is shown because this is by means of faith which can be exercised by rich and poor, young and old, educated

or not, all alike
(B) God’s impartiality — His fairness — is shown because it does not depend on a person’s law-keeping capacity

d. and it is not based on our ability or capacity, but on grace, because “Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but
by a law of faith.” (Romans 3:27 NAS)

E. Conclusion
1. Now, this morning we have really only touched on 

a. the matter of the justification which is by faith
b. on just some of the highlights 

(A) of the atonement, 



(B) of the gospel, 
(C) of the salvation that has been made available by the death of Jesus Christ in our place

2. but I hope that I have given enough that
a. those who have accepted Jesus Christ as their own personal Saviour will leave here rejoicing and praising God that He has shown the “… exceeding

riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:7 AV)
b. and that those who have not will see that there remains not a single obstacle to their coming this morning to call upon the name of Jesus in repentant

faith and also realize this great salvation which is freely offered to all.
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