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A. Introduction
1. Romans 3:1–8 Four Jewish Objections
2. Romans 3:9–20 A Portrait of Fallen Man

B. Paul Answers Four Jewish Objections
1. one: what happened to the Jew’s A___________?

a. only one answer needed: they were given God’s O________
b. the purpose of these was that they be a T___________ to the

nations
c. a major theme of these was the promised M_________

2. two: what about Jewish U__________?
a. isn’t it God’s fault that the Jews didn’t R___________ Him
b. but this is refuted since such response was not U__________
c. man’s failure does not impeach God’s F_____________

3. three: why punish S_____ if it demonstrates God’s righteousness?
a. doesn’t this mean that God is U_______
b. no, says Paul, that is inconsistent with God being J______

4. four: if a L____ emphasizes God’s truth, why not sin?
a. but Paul says that if he had really said what they claimed he had

said, then their condemnation would have been correct
b. so the Jews remain G_______ for failing to keep the Law

C. It’s Not Just the Jews, but the Gentiles, Too
1. Objections people make to these verses

a. they only apply to S_____ people
b. they don’t D_______ my friends, neighbours, etc.

2. the first of these objections is overcome by the repeated use of such
words as:

3. the second objection is because we S____ each other as mans S____
and not as God S____

4. these verses tell us that 
a. Sin is in our C_________ — no one does right.
b. Sin is in our M_______ — no one understands.
c. Sin is in our H________ — no one who does good.
d. Sin is on our L_____ — tongues practice deceit.
e. Sin is in our F_____ — feet swift to shed blood.
f. Sin is in our E_____ — no fear of God in their eyes.

D. Conclusion: This “badspel” prepares us for the Gospel!

References in this Sermon

Judgment universal: Romans 2:11-12; Israel to be a testimony to the
nations: Isaiah 2:3; Scriptures to cause the Messiah to be recognized:
John 1:45, 5:39; Our minds darkened by sin: Ephesians 4:18; The
character of the tongue: James 3:6; all guilty so that all may come to
God the same way: Galatians 3:22, Romans 11:32
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A. Introduction
1. As most of you know, on Sundays we usually drive our 1991 Plymouth Voyager to church.  This is because its primary function has become the transport

of all of the church equipment to this place and back.  It also has a second usage, that of serving as the vehicle for some of our children when they are
home.  I am not sure whether or not they appreciate having the church signs visible through the rear window.  Perhaps it makes them behave better on
the road.  I know that I am much more circumspect when I am driving the van because of them.

2. Well over the years, this vehicle has had a number of recalls for service.  I think that we have always taken it in for these, but in some instances it was quite
a long time after receiving the recalls.  Based on some of the repairs we have had to do on the van, I am convinced there were some other recalls that should
have been sent out, but never were.

3. So, when I came across the following item the other day, I found that it hit home:  The maker of all human beings is recalling all units manufactured,
regardless of make or year, due to the serious defect in the primary and central component of the heart. —{2}.

a. This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype units code named Adam and Eve, resulting in the reproduction of the same defect in all subsequent
units.

b. This defect has been technically termed, Subsequent Internal Non-Morality,’ or more commonly known as S-I-N, with its primary symptom being loss
of moral judgment.

c. Some other symptoms include:
(A) Loss of direction
(B) Foul vocal emissions
(C) Amnesia of origin
(D) Lack of peace and joy
(E) Selfish, or violent behaviour
(F) Depression or confusion in the mental component
(G) Fear
(H) Idolatry

d. The manufacturer, who is neither liable or at fault for this defect, is providing factory authorized repair and service, free of charge to correct this SIN
defect.  The item then proceeds to describe the corrective procedure by repentance and faith in the work of Jesus

4. Today, in the passage we have read, Romans 3:1–20, we have a fairly full description of this SIN defect
a. Paul, in order to reveal what salvation is all about, first clears the decks to show that the need for salvation is universal
b. first, in verses 1–8, he answers four arguments that the Jew might have made that it didn’t affect them (some of which are more extensively answered



in Romans 9 through 11)
c. then, in verses 9–20, he extends this application to all people, Jew and Gentile alike

B. Paul Answers Four Jewish Objections Romans 3:1-8
1. these objections may be outlined in this fashion: If in the interest of promoting the Gospel of Jesus Christ you say as in Romans 2:11–12 (NAS): For there

is no partiality with God. For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law; and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged
by the Law; then, if salvation is based on faith,
a. where has the advantage of the Jew gone?
b. what if some Jews didn’t believe in Jesus?
c. if sin proves the point, then why punish sin?
d. if a lie emphasizes God’s truth, why not sin?

2. Jewish objection number one: where has the advantage of the Jew gone?  Romans 3:1 (NAS): Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit
of circumcision?— if, though the Jew has been given promises from God, he finds that he is condemned by the law, is he really in a preferred position?
a. implicit in that word advantage (or superiority) is the Jews comparison of himself with the Gentiles; and given Paul’s previous statement, of what benefit,

profit, or help is this
b. the answer comes back in Romans 3:2 (NAS): Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted with the oracles of God. — they received

God’s word — by His grace they were the depositary and guardian of revelation
(A) now that word “oracles” is not too common today, but in the Greek it is logia – or that which pertains to God’s logov  — and used in LXX to

translate the Hebrew word for promises (as in Ps 119:38)
(B) first: the Jews were to become a testimony to the nations as told in Isaiah 2:3 (NAS): And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up

to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways, And that we may walk in His paths.
For the law will go forth from Zion, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.”

(C) second: in these oracles the coming, promised Messiah was declared to be the proper object of their confidence
(1) a testimony that God had not abandoned mankind
(2) that Messiah might be known and distinguished when He did come: John 1:45 (NAS): Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found

Him of whom Moses in the Law and [also] the Prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
(3) to show the Divine origin of the Messianic faith, that is, of Christianity

3. Jewish objection number two: what if some Jews didn’t believe in Jesus?, or expressed in other words  Doesn’t Jewish unbelief (in the Messiah which God
sent in fulfilment of His promise) — show it is God’s fault for not ensuring the Jews should recognize Him?
a. Romans 3:3 (NAS): What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?

(A) here is both the objection — implying that God should have made the Jews believe, and the first part of Paul’s answer to that objection



(B) now we rather skipped over the word entrusted in verse 2 and I want to come back to that, because in verses 2 and 3 there are four words all from
the same root word of “faith” or “believe” which is disguised in the English, so let me read it this way “For most of all, unto them were committed
the oracles of God.  “What then? If some Jews did not commit themselves (to Jesus), their lack of commitment wouldn’t nullify the commitment
of God, would it?”  Then Paul continues in Romans 3:4 (NAS): May it never be! Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar,
as it is written, “that Thou mightest be justified in Thy words, and mightest prevail when Thou art judged.”

(C) so the answer to this Jewish objection boils down to these few points
(1) one: unbelief was not universal so God was not unfair
(2) two: man’s unbelief does not impeach God’s faithfulness: the failure to believe the Scriptures and the failure to  recognize the Messiah are one

and the same: John 5:39 (NAS): You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear
witness of Me;

(3) three: whenever human testimony contradicts Divine testimony, let man be accounted the liar
(D) this brings us to 

4. Jewish objection number three: if sin proves the point, then why punish sin? or, isn’t being God unjust in condemning mankind for its unrighteousness if
that unrighteousness all the more reveals the righteousness of God?
a. Romans 3:5 (NAS): But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God who inflicts wrath is not

unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human terms.) 
(A) as he often does, Paul here voices the objection in the words of his opponents — speaking as a man — in order that he might refute those words
(B) which he does in the next verse, Romans 3:6 (NAS): May it never be! For otherwise how will God judge the world? such an accusation is

inconsistent with God’s character as judge, and even his Jewish opponents must agree with that
b. so the Jews cannot escape from guilt by this objection

5. Jewish objection number four: which is closely related to the previous objection, if a lie emphasizes God’s truth, why not sin?
a. Romans 3:7–8 (NAS): But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His glory, why am I also still being judged as a sinner?  And why not say

(as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say), “Let us do evil that good may come”? Their condemnation is just. 
(A) now the argument here is a little indirect: his opponents said that since Paul was preaching salvation by faith and not by the works of the law, he

was preaching a lie
(1) Paul was therefore preaching, they said, that to break the law — to sin — would glorify God’s giving of salvation by faith, and this emphasized

God’s truth
(2) so, why should they in turn, as Jews, be judged guilty if they had failed to keep the law

(B) Paul turns the accusation of his opponents 
(1) that he is a sinner and should be judged because of his lie — his false teaching
(2) back on themselves



(3) because they condemned him for the supposed statement that he had made, and,
(4) that was a just condemnation (if he had really said it)
(5) so the Jews, remain guilty for failing to keep the Law

C. It’s Not Just the Jews, but the Gentiles, Too Romans 3:9-20
1. Now, there are two objections that people, today and of all ages, might make concerning this conclusion

a. these verses only applies to some people, not everyone
(A) the Old Testament passages quoted herein deal with

(1) evil Jews, or
(2) people of some historic event

(B) so we shouldn’t say that both Jew and Gentile cannot be justified by law in all cases — that’s the first objection
b. it doesn’t describe people I know

(A) my neighbours — they’re good people
(B) my workmates — ditto
(C) my friends — ditto
(D) myself — of course
(E) that’s the second objection

2. Let us first deal briefly with that first objection, “these verses only applies to some people, not everyone” As we read these verses, did you not find that
the malady of sin is universal, without exception: 
a. In the King James version, for example, consider the positive statements — They are all — they are all — they are all — together — every one — all

the world — which are adjoined to multiplied negative terms — There is no flesh — there is none — there is none — there is none — there is none —
no, not one — no, not one — which word, “all” or “none,” do you not understand!?!?  How often does Paul have to say it before it applies to
everyone?

b. or as President (Jonathon?) Edwards puts it, “If the words which the Apostle uses do not most fully and determinately signify a universality, no words
used in the Bible are sufficient to do it.  I might challenge any man to produce one paragraph in Scripture, from the beginning to the end, where there
is such a repetition and accumulation of terms, so strongly and emphatically, and carefully, to express the most perfect and absolute universality or
any place to be compared to it.” —{3}.

3. Now, the second objection: it doesn’t describe people I know: my neighbours, workmates, friends, myself
a. the summary of these verses is that all men are corrupt, are deliberately wicked; so is portrayed Man’s Total Depravity

(A) and it may be true that we do not see the outworking of every evil catalogued here in every person’s life, but that is because we see each other
as man sees, not as God sees



(B) but, upon examination, we find that they are present as a seedling in every life; R. Scott Richards put it this way Every baby starts life as a little
savage.  He is completely selfish and self-centred.  He wants what he wants when he wants it - his bottle, his mother's attention, his playmate's toy,
his uncle's watch.  Deny him these once, and he seethes with rage and aggressiveness, which would be murderous were he not so helpless.  He is,
in fact, dirty.  He has no morals, no knowledge, no skills.  This means that all children - not just certain children - are born delinquent.  If permitted
to continue in the self-centred world of his infancy, given free reign to his impulsive actions to satisfy his wants, every child would grow up a
criminal - a thief, a killer, or a rapist.  —{4}.

b. and without taking the time to reread these verses, you will find that they cover our nature; Rev. Jim Davis has very ably summarized them in one of
his sermons —{5}.

(A) Sin is in our character — no one does right.
(B) Sin is in our mind — no one understands.
(C) Sin is in our heart — no one who does good.
(D) Sin is on our lips — tongues practice deceit.
(E) Sin is in our feet — feet swift to shed blood.
(F) Sin is in our eyes — no fear of God in their eyes.

c. so we find ourselves
(A) in our thought to be unspiritual, unenlightened, and  uninterested in God; or, Ephesians 4:18 (NAS): being darkened in their understanding,

excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;
(B) in our life’s direction to be headed away from God and towards wickedness
(C) in our speech to be deceitful, hurtful, cursing, unthankful or as found in James 3:6 (NAS): And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the

tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.
(D) in our pursuits to be destructive, violent, godless
(E) and if you do not think that this is the case, take some time to examine critically what passes for entertainment

d. or, as one commentator has remarked on these verses: it is not that David [in the Psalms quoted] denies that God had sanctified some men by His Spirit
… but the intention is to say that, in their natural condition, without the grace of regeneration … the whole human race is in a state of universal guilt
and condemnation —{6}.

D. Conclusion
1. A man in the congregation took exception to the preaching on “every mouth be stopped and all the world may become guilty before God.”  The preacher

answered, “But the Word of God distinctly says, ‘There is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God’“ (Romans 3:22-23).  The
friend then replied, “Do you mean to say that there is no difference between an honest man and a dishonest one, between an intemperate man and a sober
man?”  “No,” the preacher remarked, “I did not affirm that there was no room for comparison between such cases; but my position is, if two men were
standing here together, one an intemperate man and the other a sober man, I should say of the one, ‘This man is an intemperate sinner; the other is a sober
sinner.’”  Our friend did not know how to meet the difficulty, but answered, “Well, I don't like such teaching.”  Very quietly the preacher replied, “Then



I will make some concession and meet your difficulty.  I will admit that many are ‘respectable sinners,’ and that you are a respectable sinner.” —{7}.

2. So like that preacher, I have had this morning the unhappy task of preaching the “badspel” — the bad news
a. so that I might, like Paul, clear the decks of the false ideas in our minds about our state before God
b. that the marvellous truth of the gospel — the good news — of justification through faith by the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross, might show

forth in strong relief
c. so that we may all the more appreciate and receive the salvation that has been given in the Lord Jesus Christ

3. for God, having purposed to establish but one way of justification for all men, has permitted, in His providence that all should be guilty.  For if there had
been any excepted, there would have been two different methods of justification, and consequently two true religions, and two true churches, and believers
would not have had that oneness of communion which grace produces
a. Galatians 3:22 )NAS):  But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
b. Romans 11:32 (NAS): For God has shut up all in disobedience that He might show mercy to all.
c. so, what a salvation is there waiting for each of us to make our own through faith!
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