
  No congregational handout this week
—{1}. Psalm 118 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Blessed is the Christ

A. Introduction
1. today we had read to us the story of the triumphant entry into Jerusalem of the Lord Jesus Christ and a

mini-depiction of the children as they left the house of God and brought their palm branches in greeting the
Christ
a. what was it that prompted this celebration?

(A) that the city turned out to greet this Jesus of Nazareth?
(B) that this acclaim was given to Him that was only given to kings and victorious generals?

b. yes, it was the Passover time and the city was filled with those that had come from everywhere to
celebrate the Passover, but that is not an explanation — there had been Passovers before during Jesus’
ministry without this furor

c. and, seeing that within a week
(A) many of these same people would be shouting “Crucify him! Crucify him!” and “Release unto us

Barabbas”
(B) so, what did they mean when they now shouted

(1) Hosanna!
(2) Blessed is he that comes in the Name of the Highest!

2. as a background to these events let us look at Psalm 118 and see
a. the context of  Psalm 118
b. the crowd’s quote from Psalm 118
c. Christ is to be blessed because He is

(A) the Salvation
(B) the Way
(C) the Rock

B. The Context of Psalm 118
1. this is first and foremost a psalm of praise 

a. and the type of praise uppermost is that of thanksgiving



b. it is the closing Psalm of the group that begins with Psalm 113 and that is known as the “Hallel” or the
“Praise,” these being hymns sung at the Jewish festivals; particularly at the feasts of tabernacle and the
Passover. 

c. as you no doubt noted in our responsive reading this morning this Psalm begins and ends with the same
words
(A) Psalms 118:1, 29; NIV:  Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures for ever.
(B) so the Psalm surrounds with praise the reasons for that praise, with the Psalm giving thanks to God

for a notable victory achieved as a result of prayer
d. some think this was written by David, after he established the kingdom, and had brought the ark into

the city, while others see it as being written for the dedication of either the first or the rebuilt temple:
as a matter of convenience, we will refer to David as being the author

2. in Ezra 3:10-11; NAS,  we read:
a. Now when the builders had laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their

apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD according
to the directions of King David of Israel. And they sang, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, saying,
“For He is good, for His lovingkindness is upon Israel forever.” And all the people shouted with a great
shout when they praised the LORD because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.
(A) one translation (NKJV)  says they sang responsively “praising and giving thanks to the Lord for He

is good, for His mercy endures forever toward Israel” 
(B) they may have been quoting this Psalm or Psalm 136

b. perhaps they sang through it verse by verse as the foundation was laid course by course; and what a
fitting Psalm of praise this would have been!

3. What is the character of this Psalm?
a. although there is a historic setting which occasioned it, 

(A) this Psalm 118 is clearly propheti
(B) even though it is not counted as a “Messianic” Psalm
(C) because it would take considerable twisting to apply every verse to literal fulfilment in the Messiah

b. John Gill —{2}. quotes Kimchi, one of a family of 12th century Talmudic scholars, as saying that the Rabbins
are divided about this Psalm between those referring it to David and those, to the Messiah



c. as for the people of Jesus’ day?
(A) a few hours after the triumphant entry, in a Messianic claim against the Pharisees in Matthew

21:42, Jesus applied this Psalm to Himself, without there being any denial that this spoke of the
Messiah

(B) In Acts 4:11 Peter quotes it concerning the Jesus being the Christ before the Jewish rulers, and
again no one denies that this Psalm spoke of the Messiah

(C) and evidently, the people understood it as Messianic in their celebrating the arrival of Jesus as He
came

(1) riding on a donkey as was foretold of the Messiah
(2) as royalty, yet coming in peace

d. so, when the crowds sang out “Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Highest”, the people were
really singing “Blessed is the Messiah” or “Blessed is the Christ”

C. The Crowd’s Quote from Psalm 118
1. Psalms 118:25-26; NAS: “O LORD, do save, we beseech Thee; (or, O LORD, hoshiyah nah — that is,

“Hosanna”) O LORD, we beseech Thee, do send prosperity! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the LORD; We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.” 
a. now we will come back to the people’s prayer, “Hosanna”
b. but let us first look at the blessing they made as Jesus came

2. first of all, what does the word “Blessing” mean?
a. it is something that we commonly associate with eating

(A) we talk of “blessing the food”
(B) but really — and I find this a habit that dies hard with me — we are not blessing the food, but the

One who has given us the food
b. the word has a different meaning according as to who is doing the blessing

(A) when God doing the blessing
(1) He is conveying a gift by His potent utterance
(2) it is an expression of His grace, His mercy, His love

(B) Man doing the blessing
(1) it is a word of thanksgiving, of worship, of praise



(2) it is a response to the blessing of God
c. when the people cried  

(A) “Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Highest”
(B) they were giving thanksgiving and worship to God for his providing an answer to Israel’s prayers
(C) and specifically their prayers for salvation
(D) which they anticipated would come with their Messiah
(E) “Blessed is the Christ”

3. what did the word “Christ” mean to the Jews at this time
a. to start with, the word “Christ” (which is a Greek word) and the word “Messiah” (which is a Hebrew

word) have one and the same meaning.
(A) both mean, One who is Anointed
(B) in the Old Testament, we find that anointing was part of the appointment to office of the priest, the

king, and (in the case of Elisha, at least) the prophet
b. We tend to use “Christ” as though it were a proper name

(A) but usual usage in Bible is as a description of one holding one of those three offices: priest, king
or prophet

(B) in Old Testament only in Daniel 9:25-26 do we find this word translated as “Messiah”
(1) where in the Hebrew  the article,  “the,” is omitted 
(2) and it speaks of Messiah the Prince, so that Messiah appears as a name – that is, He who pre-

eminently holds the office and bears the title
(C) in the New Testament

(1) it approaches being another name for Jesus
(a) especially when it is coupled with Jesus or Lord
(b) and particularly in the gentile church where the significance of being “God’s Anointed” was

less
(c) and where the definite article, “the,” is omitted
(d) as in Matthew 1:16: NAS; and to Jacob was born Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom was

born Jesus, who is called Christ.
(2) but the word “Christ” never leaves behind its prophetic significance in any instance

(a) so Matthew 1:16 is followed immediately by 1:17; NIV: Thus there were fourteen generations



in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from
the exile to the Christ. [yes, “the” is there in the Greek]

(b) or more clearly it speaks of His office in Acts 2:36; NAS: where the “the” is absent: Therefore
let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this
Jesus whom you crucified.

(c) when the “the” is present, Matthew 16:16;NAS: And Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

(D) so, the title “Christ” meant the One who came with the divine entitlement to hold office of priest,
king or prophet — of one who comes in the Name of the Lord

(1) so I am left with no doubt that on this day, as the people flocked out to Jesus, they were doing
so in greeting their long-awaited Messiah

D. Why is Christ to be Blessed?

1. I want briefly to look a three answers found in Psalm 118
a. He is the Salvation — He answers the Hosanna! prayer
b. He is the Way — He opens the gates to righteousness
c. He is the Rock — He is the foundation for your life

2. Christ is Salvation — He answers the Hosanna! prayer
a. you have probably heard about the card designed to be given to one’s spouse, fiancé(e) or sweetheart,

where on the outside of the card it reads “Sweetheart, you’re the answer to my prayers.” but on the
inside it says “You’re not exactly what I prayed for, but apparently you’re the answer!”

b. now the people’s prayer is “Hosanna”, or, as we have already indicated the prayer being, “O Save Now
we pray!”
(A) to Jews salvation primarily temporal, physical, national
(B) but God’s answer was

(1) not immediate
(2) not in the fashion that they expected
(3) because the need is primarily spiritual, eternal

c. and God’s answer was the fullest, most effective, most lasting answer possible: Himself in the person



of the Son of God
(A) so, to the people’s prayer of Hosanna!

(1) Christ is both the One who answers
(2) and the One who is the answer

d. and, many a person, beseeching God for deliverance from some infirmity, or salvation from some
danger, has found that Christ is still both the answerer and the answer
(A) as with Paul who besought three times for removal of a thorn in the flesh was told by the Lord “My

grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9)
e. so thanks and praise be to God that Jesus Christ is the full and complete answer to every need of

Mankind

3. He is the Way — He opens the gates to righteousness
a. Psalms 118:19-20; NAS: Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall enter through them, I shall give

thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD; The righteous will enter through it.
b. this picks up the theme found in the Messianic Psalm 24:3, 9; NAS:  Who may ascend into the hill of the

LORD? And who may stand in His holy place? … Lift up your heads, O gates, And lift them up, O ancient
doors, That the King of glory may come in!

c. now one of the constant longings of the human spirit
(A) has been for justice
(B) which the Bible links intimately with righteousness
(C) and both are to be found in God
(D) so when we come to Jesus Christ, we find that He is the one who opens the gates to righteousness

(1) John 14:6; NAS: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to
the Father, but through Me.”

(2) but also we find that through Christ, as Paul says in Romans 3:26b; NAS: that He might be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

d. so, Alexander wrote in There is a Green Hill Far Away —{3}.

There was no other good enough
To pay the price of sin;
He only could unlock the gate
Of heav’n and let us in



e. so thanks and praise be to God that Jesus Christ has opened the way to God to everyone that will trust
in Him

4. He is the Rock — He is the foundation for your life
a. Psalms 118:22-23; NAS: The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief corner stone. This

is the LORD’S doing; It is marvellous in our eyes.
(A) applied by Jesus to Himself on that first Palm Sunday
(B) Peter explains this passage along with Isaiah 28:18 as he writes in 1 Peter 2:6-8; NAS: For this is

contained in Scripture: “behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who
believes in him shall not be disappointed.” This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But
for those who disbelieve, “the stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner
stone,” and, “a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are
disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.

b. now that term, “rock of offense” can have two meanings
(A) the stones of altar in temple desecrated by Antiochus Epiphanes were set aside, until a prophet

should arise to instruct them, and the altar rebuilt with unhewn stones — the stones set aside were
“rocks of offence”

(B) but the picture here is different
(1) we picture a cornerstone as that at the corner of the building, inscribed perhaps with a motto

and a date
(2) but more properly it was the measuring stone

(a) with each side cut at exactly the right angle
(b) so that when laid at the corner of the building it could be relied upon so set the course of the

foundation and of the entire building, defining the direction of the walls and making them
level

(3) so if it was not square, the building would be off
(4) and so it was a rock of offense

(C) now to us who believe in the finished work of Jesus Christ we find that He is perfect in every way
(1) but those who have their own ideas of righteousness, as did the Pharisees, find they don’t

square with Him
(2) and so, they condemn Christ rather than realized that it is their own ideas that are wrong



(3) so to such people Jesus Christ is a rock of offense
c. yet for the believer, on such a foundation

(A) whereon Christ said He would build His church
(B) the Christian may build with certainty for eternity
(C) but let the Christian take heed how he builds
(D) a young man who was employed by his father, a building contractor.  The son was dissatisfied with

his wages.  One day the father came to him and said, “Son, here are some blueprints.  I want you
to have entire charge of this job.  Do your best on this house; it is for a special friend.”  The son
thought to himself, “This is my opportunity.  I will use shoddy material and cover it up with paint;
Father will never know, and I will put the difference in my pocket.”  This he did.  Finally the house
was complete.  It looked good on the surface.  The young man had just been married.  A few days
later the father came to the home of his son and said to him and his bride, “Son, I know your
wages have not been large, but I had it in mind all the time to give you this house.  Here is the
deed.  It is yours.” —{4}.

(E) or as the Bible warns us, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15; NAS: Now if any man builds upon the foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the
day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each
man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. If any
man’s work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.

d. so thanks and praise be to God that Jesus Christ is the chief corner stone on which we can confidently
build our lives

E. Conclusion
1. I trust that this week as we look ahead to Christ’s passion and then His resurrection, we will not see this

triumphant ride as a failure, but will be able to look past it to His ultimate real triumph as Dr H. H. Milman
did in the hymn “Ride on in Majesty”

Ride on! Ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, Thy power and reign.—{5}.
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