
(There was no congregational handout this Sunday)
—{1}. Psalm 145 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I Believe in Providence

A. Introduction
1. at the end of the historical books in the Old Testament, there is a book which tells the story of a young

Jewess who is part of the Jewish captivity living in the land of Babylon.  This is the book of Esther.  It is a
book that Martin Luther questioned whether it should be part of the canon of Holy Scripture The reason may
have been that the version of Esther with which Martin Luther was most familiar, was that in the Latin
Vulgate version which includes a number of chapters not found in the Hebrew but from the so-called
Apocryphal books.  Or maybe it was because in this book of Esther, there is not a single reference to either
God or to the Lord, and the book seems to praise the Jewish people rather than their God.  And yet,
underlying the entire story of Esther, though unnamed and unseen, the covenant God of Israel is at work
effecting His purposes.  Perhaps this is nowhere more clearly indicated by its writer than when Mordecai
says to his niece Esther, in Esther 4:14; NAS: For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance
will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows
whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?

2. The story of Esther, then, is a story of the Providence of God, of His working, even if not recognized by
name nor seen by men, in a fashion to sustain and uphold His purposes in this, His creation.

B. Some thoughts on Providence
1. some people believe

a. in Creation but not in Providence: God created but then left His creation to pursue “its own will”
b. in a very nebulous Providence: a God who by and large leaves His creation and creatures alone but

occasionally steps in to do something to help them
c. in Providence as merely the results of the operation of the physical and moral laws that He once

established
d. that Providence is only concerned with those who are obedient to His will
e. along with the “man under the sun” — a man using his natural reasoning — as described in the book of

Ecclesiastes, that there is no Providence … everything happens by chance or by the exercise of man’s
own will



f. that providence is something miraculous or extraordinary:
(A) John Witherspoon was  —{2}.

(1) one of signers of Declaration of Independence
(2) President of College of New Jersey
(3) Lived a couple of miles away at Rocky Hill
(4) Drove horse and buggy each day to work

(B) One day a neighbour burst into his office shouting, “Dr. Witherspoon, you must join me in giving
thanks to God for his extraordinary providence in saving my life, for as I was driving from Rocky
Hill the horse ran away and the buggy was smashed on the rocks, but I escaped unharmed!”  

(C) Witherspoon replied, “Why I can tell you a far more remarkable providence than that.  I have
driven that road hundreds of times.  My horse never ran away, my buggy was never smashed, I
was never hurt.”

g. or perhaps, have never even thought about it

2. but I believe that a open-minded reading of the Word of God will reveal
a. that God in Providence, with the same care and attention to detail that He exercised in creation, also

upholds and governs that creation
b. that He does this both by using secondary means — such things as natural laws — and by His direct

intervention
c. that His Providence is neither capricious nor by chance but totally in accordance with His most wise and

holy will and to the result of His own glory and honour
d. that Providence is exercised for both the inanimate and the animate creation, for both great and small,

and for both those who obey Him and for those who revolt against Him, and involves both temporal
blessing and punishment

e. and while we will not dwell on this aspect of Providence, it includes temporal punishment, as found in
Galatians 6:7-8; NIV:  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one
who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please
the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.

f. that the truth of God’s providence underlies such teaching as
(A) the call of wicked men to the obedience of repentance
(B) the exhortation to believers to overcome temptation



(C) and the reliance that may be had by the church on His protecting grace
(D) and many other of the exhortations to Christian living as for example, 

(1) Philippians 4:11b; NIV: … for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
(2) and Thessalonians 5:18; NIV: give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God‘s will for you in

Christ Jesus.
g. but we will not be able to deal with all these topics this morning but only look at those aspects of God’s

Providence as found in this Psalm 145

3. This Psalm
a. as we read this Psalm this morning I hope that you all noted its overall theme: that God watches over

and cares for all of His creation; it is part of His sovereign rule
b. used as the blessing, the thanksgiving before the noon-day meal by ancient church (Armknecht, Die

heilige Psalmodie,, 1855); used at the holy communion (Chrysostom)
c. each verse, in alphabetical order, begins with a different letter with only nun missing (the reason only

21 verses)
d. Divides into 3 sections (which we are not following) 

(A) 1–7 — opens with praise and honour to God
(B) 8–13 — Mercy the foreground, wrath the background of God’s nature as evidenced by His actions

(1) opening echoes self-declaration of God, Ex 34:6f
(C) 14–21— The Mighty Deeds of God

C. God’s Providence is Timeless
1. David, traditionally considered the writer of this Psalm, seeks to give timeless and continuing praise for

what is a continuing and timeless activity of God
a. Psalm 145:1–2; NAS: I will extol Thee, my God, O King; And I will bless Thy name forever and ever.

Every day I will bless Thee, And I will praise Thy name forever and ever.
b. Psalm 145:4; NAS: One generation shall praise Thy works to another, And shall declare Thy mighty acts.
c. Psalm 145:13; NAS:  Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And Thy dominion endures throughout all

generations.

2. Now, the subject of this Psalm being, as we have already said, that God watches over and cares for all of



His creation, we can conclude from this timeless and continuing praise that
a. Providence did not cease being operative when the Old Testament came to a conclusion, 
b. nor did God’s providence end along with the miraculous manifestations in the apostolic age, in

accordance with the forecast in 1 Corinthians 13:8; Weymouth: … But if there are prophecies, they will
be done away with; if there are languages, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be brought to
an end.

3. no, God’s providence is as active and effective today as it was in the days when God’s scriptures were still
being recorded
a. Paul tells us in Colossians that just as God the Son was active in creation He continues so in holding the

universe together; Colossians 1:15-17; NIV: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together.

b. and the same thought is in Hebrews 1:3; NIV: The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

c. and did Paul’s words to the Roman Christians in Romans 8:28; NIV: And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. cease to be
true at the close of the New Testament? Certainly not!

4. so we can rely upon the operation of God’s providence today with the same certainty as have God’s people
of all ages

D. God’s Providence is Universal
1. all God’s creation benefits by His providence

a. Psalms 145:9; NIV: The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.
b. Psalms 145:14–15; NIV:  The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.  The

eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time.
c. So God is the great Father of the house, the eyes of all beings — rational and irrational — in the great

house of the world turning to Him in calm confidence that He will give to them their food in due season



—{3}.

d. certainly, Jesus taught this as in the Sermon on the Mount, in Matthew 6:26; NIV: Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not much more valuable than they?

e. and in Matthew 5:45; Weymouth: that so you may become true sons of your Father in Heaven; for He
causes His sun to rise on the wicked as well as the good, and sends rain upon those who do right and
those who do wrong.

f. if we only take a temporal view of these things, then we might be inclined to say that God is not being
fair in this; but Jesus gives us some insight into God’s eternal point of view in the history of Lazarus and
the rich man in Luke 16:19-31 when Jesus tells us Abraham’s words (NIV) “Son, remember that in your
lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here
and you are in agony.”

2. God’s providence is not niggardly nor begrudging
a. It is given not just to meet the needs but beyond that, the pleasures, of its recipients:  Psalms 145:16;

NIV:  You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
b. I don’t know if Paul was thinking of Christians or not when he instructed the young pastor in 1 Timothy

6:17; Phillips:  Tell those who are rich in this present world not to be contemptuous of others, and not
to rest the weight of their confidence on the transitory power of wealth but on the living God, who
generously gives us everything for our enjoyment.

c. the condemnation of the wicked justly falls not just on account of their sin — for some of God’s own
people may have sinned far more grievously than they — but because their sin is manifest in their refusal
to acknowledge that God has blessed them far beyond all their deserts; to acknowledge His Way of
salvation so freely provided

d. thus God’s providence is rich beyond measure: indeed, it has been pointed out, for example, that this
world produces sufficient food for all mankind but that man’s greediness has prevented it being thus
enjoyed — you only have to listen to debates amongst nations at the World Trade Organization to see
how this avarice condemns the poor to their poverty

3. God’s providence is evident in all His ways and works
a. Psalms 145:17; NKJV:  The LORD is righteous in all His ways, Gracious in all His works.



b. Psalms 145:17; NIV:  The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving towards all he has made.
c. we would centre our thinking on the rain but God would have us cast our vision on His bow in the skies

— and has God ever given a rainbow bereft of beauty and colour?

E. God’s Providential Blessings
1. Providence is the source of blessings

a. while Providence is directed to all creation
(A) we find God has a special portion for His own family
(B) and you may have noted this when we read Romans 8:28 in those words “… those who love him, who

have been called according to his purpose.”
(C) and David, in this Psalm is not unaware of this fact as he proceeds to praise God that

b. Psalm 145:18–20a; NIV: The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfils
the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. The LORD watches over all who
love him, … and as the phrase, “in truth” would indicate, this is not for those who merely go through the
motions of worship and prayer, but those pursuing God from their heart

c. thus it is the nature of Providence that just as He exercises care over His original creation, so He also
watches over and sustains those who are part of His new creation, those who through faith have become
sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty

2. There are, then, especial acts of God’s providence which are enacted to those who trust in Him
a. Ephesians 1:3; NAS:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ
b. though not all of these are in this present world, they are for that reason no less certain: 1 Peter 1:3–4;

NAS: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for
you,

c. and the assurances of such promises as found in Philippians 4:19; NAS:  And my God shall supply all
your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

3. so, daily, in every way, God exercises His providence for the benefit of each and everyone here; and for



those of you who are His children by faith, He does so with an extra, eternal measure. And for this our
desire should echo David’s, Psalms 145:21; NIV: My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every
creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

F. Conclusion
1. How sad it is that so many people  go through life

a. without giving a single thought to the providence of God, the loving, caring concern that God has for his
creation that transcends the mere operation of His natural laws

b. without thanks for the multitude of good things that have been given to them for their enjoyment
c. but most of all without accepting the great and precious gift of eternal life that has been given in the

Person and work of Jesus Christ, God the Son, when He died on the cross to take their rightful
punishment for sin

2. but how much sadder it is 
a. if those of us 

(A) who name the name of Christ; 
(B) who claim to be His people, children of God
(C) who profess to be Christians

b. should fail to show the proper gratitude
(A) because of our failing to give Him thanks in all things
(B) because of our complaining
(C) by our presumption that “we did it by ourselves”

c. let us then make our belief in God’s providence
(A) a heart-knowledge rather than a head knowledge
(B) and lift our hearts in praise and worship to God
(C) and especially so as we gather this morning around the table of the Lord Jesus Christ to remember

His death until He shall come again
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