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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. people like to come upon new things that excite our wonder: 
2. Acts 16:21; Weymouth: “For all the Athenians and their foreign

visitors used to devote their whole leisure to telling or hearing about
something new.”

3. but only in God will we find the perpetual novelty that will leave us
in awe through all eternity (paraphrased from Ravi Zacharias)

B. Where are we in the Book of Job?
1. Job 1–2: takes us into the courts of heaven so we know the real

cause of Job’s S______________
2. Job 3–37: Job asks “Why?” and his friends answer that this was

a. God’s P______________ Job
b. God’s C______________ Job

3. Job 38–41: 
a. does God answer Job’s (and our) question? ë Yes   ë No
b. God takes Job on a T______ of His C_________

C. The Vision of God’s Wisdom  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Job 38:1–21
1. Wisdom, personified refers to G_____ the S_____
2. It is worthy of note that the passage in Proverbs 8 forms a direct

commentary on God’s questions to Job in chapter 38
3. His Wisdom reveals God as being  P____________ in all His works
4. I also see God’s Wisdom revealed by

D. The Vision of God’s Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Job 38:22–39:30
1. His power is demonstrated in this world’s W_________ S_______
2. I also see God’s Power revealed by

E. The Vision of God’s Holiness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Job 40:8–14
1. Job is asked if he can step into God’s place and be J________
2. God assures that He can deal with the P______ and the W______

F. The Vision of God’s Majesty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Job 40:15–41:34
1. His majesty is made evident by two of God’s creatures

a. B_______________ b. L_______________
2. these two creatures cannot be R_________ by man, only by God,

and so they form a portrayal of majesty
3. but God Himself, the creator of these great creatures, is thereby

revealed as the One who R_____ without Himself being R_______

Bible References in this Message
Personification of God’s Wisdom: Proverbs 8:12, 22–31; The Son of
God involved in creation: John 1:3, Hebrews 1:1–2; God’s wisdom
involved in creation: Job 38:5, 10, 12, 19, Proverbs 3:19; God’s
wisdom in ordaining creation a cause for our worship: Psalm 8:1, 3, 9;
God does unnecessary things in His creation: Job 38:26–27; Holiness of
God as revealed in Isaiah 6:1–5; God does control even the greatest of
His creatures: Job 40:19, 41:10-11; Worship should be the result of our
considering these attributes of God: Revelation 4:11, 7:12, Psalm 33:8



—{1}.  Job 40:3–4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Seeing God, I’m Speechless
38:1 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said,  2 “Who is this that darkens counsel By words
without knowledge?  3  Now gird up your loins like a man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me!”
40:1 Then the LORD said to Job,  2 “Will the faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Let him who reproves God
answer it.”  3  Then Job answered the LORD and said,  4 “Behold, I am insignificant; what can I reply to Thee? I lay
my hand on my mouth.  5  Once I have spoken, and I will not answer; Even twice, and I will add no more.”
40:6 Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm, and said,  7 “Now gird up your loins like a man; I will ask you,
and you instruct Me.”

A. Introduction
1. with what is now happening in Iraq, and the bandying about of the phrase “shock and awe”, I am somewhat

hesitant in using this term of “awe” — yet in using the term “awe” in describing God, the difference is more
than that between the waves of the ocean and a single drop of water — so God’s wisdom, so God’s power,
so God’s holiness, so God’s majesty exceed that of any and all earthly powers — and let us never forget
this!

2. “A Slice of Infinity” is a radio ministry of Ravi Zacharias.  Last year he made some comments on the subject
of awe. —{2}.

a. “Worship is the legitimate sense of mystery and the rightful expression of awe.  Look at our pursuits in
every avenue of knowledge.  Why do the horizons of science continue to expand?  Only because of our
desire to know.  And inevitably the more we uncover, the deeper we find layers that remain, and what
lies beneath them all is unknown.”

b. “Only recently, as the close-up surface of Mars was televised to the world, those who had worked on the
project gave names to the rocks they saw and to the machines that they themselves made; they stood
in awe of matter because it was 120 million miles away. … How soon the first response of wonder has
died!”

c. Our continuing search for new knowledge, for new interests, arises because  “... our mysteries have a
very short shelf life.  Is it possible that God, who Himself is pure spirit, has placed a particular kind of
mystery within us so that only in awe of Him can we find perpetual novelty?”



3. As we will recount in a moment or two, God leads Job through the various mysteries of His creation and
so shows the mysteries of the Creator — and Job is struck dumb, speechless, lost in awe and worship of
God.

4. Peter and others have focussed our thought in the time of worship this morning on some of the attributes
of God — as we continue to look today at God through His attributes, may we too like Job catch a vision
of God and be lost in wonder, awe and praise.

B. Where are we in the Book of Job?
1. in the first two chapters

a. we are taken behind the scenes, into the courts of heaven
b. and we find the real reason for Job’s suffering
c. but Job and his friends had no idea of this

2. so for the next 35 chapters
a. we have a long and wide ranging discussion
b. by Job

(A) asking why this calamity should have come to him
(B) and seeking that God should justify His actions

c. and his friends answering Job’s why as being due 
(A) to God’s punishing Job for his wickedness
(B) to God’s correcting Job

3. but now in chapters 38 through 41 God speaks
a. and if we are turning to these chapters to find the answer to the question, “Why is there suffering?”

(A) we will be disappointed
(B) as Charlie Brown concludes after yet another of his exercises in futility: “In the book of life's

questions, the answers are not in the back.” —{3}.

(C) because while God does rebuke Job for his complaint, He never answers the question “Why is there
suffering?”

(D) which bears out the statement that the theme of this book is not suffering, but that one can live



a life of faith notwithstanding suffering, and questions and doubts
b. rather, God takes Job on a tour of His creations and in so doing, God reveals aspects of His own nature

showing Job
(A) God’s knowledge and wisdom in carrying out creation
(B) God’s power in effecting the plans He thus made
(C) God’s justice and holiness (which Job had questioned)
(D) God’s majesty as evidence by two specific creations
(E) and, as you and I catch a vision of God — however limited — through these and other aspects of

His nature, may we be lost in awesome worship

C. The Vision of God’s Wisdom
1. Proverbs 8:12, 22-31; NAS: 12  “I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, And I find knowledge and discretion. … 22

The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way, Before His works of old.  23  From everlasting I was
established, From the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth.  24  When there were no depths I was
brought forth, When there were no springs abounding with water.  25  Before the mountains were settled,
Before the hills I was brought forth;  26  While He had not yet made the earth and the fields, Nor the first dust
of the world.  27  When He established the heavens, I was there, When He inscribed a circle on the face of
the deep,  28  When He made firm the skies above, When the springs of the deep became fixed,  29  When He
set for the sea its boundary, So that the water should not transgress His command, When He marked out
the foundations of the earth;  30  Then I was beside Him, as a master workman; And I was daily His delight,
Rejoicing always before Him,  31  Rejoicing in the world, His earth, And having my delight in the sons of
men.”
a. now, this passage, has a secondary meaning

(A) by which it has been understood for centuries
(B) that wisdom, as personified herein, is a reference to the second Person of the Trinity, God the Son
(C) which certainly is consistent with

(1) John 1:3; NAS:  All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being
that has come into being.

(2) Hebrews 1:1-2; NAS: God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many
portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.



b. but we should not neglect the primary, direct meaning
(A) that in creation, God had a plan that He had established by His wisdom and understanding
(B) God’s word reveals Him to be not capricious but rather purposeful in all His works
(C) Proverbs 3:19; NAS:  The LORD by wisdom founded the earth; By understanding He established

the heavens.
(D) and, in God’s words to Job in these chapters, examples are given of His wisdom, knowledge and

understanding 

2. look at Job 38; the import of the questions to Job is that these things of which Job did not know were what
God had done:
a. verse 5: God marked off the earth’s dimensions
b. verse 10: God set the limits or boundaries of the oceans
c. verses 12, 19: The earth’s rotation and position with respect to the sun, or the “dwelling or abode of

light”
d. now I do not intent to try and chant the entire litany of why this earth is such an ideal creation for

mankind, but just a few
(A) we have the habitable climate we have because of the distance of the earth from the sun, the size

of our sun, the length of our days and the tilt of the earth’s axis
(B) we have lakes and oceans that are full of life because water, rather than continuing to get denser

as it gets below 4°C, expands so that the ice floats on the top
(C) our atmosphere is 1/5 oxygen and 4/5 nitrogen

(1) O2 sufficient for life, not so excessive as to cause fires
(2) why nitrogen?

(a) not particularly plentiful in the universe
(b) hydrogen the most plentiful gas in universe, but it would combine with oxygen and all be

water
(c) helium also plentiful, and inert, but …
(d) nitrogen is relatively inert — doesn’t readily combine with oxygen — yet with lightning it does

and so provides natural fertilizer to earth
(3) and this atmosphere is beautifully blue with God giving us vision so we can appreciated it

e. do you have a vision of the wisdom of God?  Does it leave you in awe of Him?  Are you moved in praise



of the Lord?

3. Psalm 8:1, 3, 9; NKJV:  O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your
glory above the heavens! … When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the
stars, which You have ordained, …  O LORD, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!

D. The Vision of God’s Power
1. God’s weather storehouses (Job 38:22-33)

a. when we talk about power we normally think of
(A) the great hydro-electric grid cris-crossing this continent (but severely knocked out by a solar flare)
(B) or atom or hydrogen bombs

b. yet the weather system of this world
(A) which moves water from the oceans to the top of the mountains in a continuous cycle
(B) which moves great masses of air around the globe in breezes, in winds, in gales, in hurricanes
(C) which along with the tides stir the ocean depths and send great current coursing around the earth
(D) far out-power anything that man can make
(E) and the God of power has put it all in place

c. and embedded in these verses we find
(A) Job 38:26-27; NAS: To bring rain on a land without people, On a desert without a man in it, To

satisfy the waste and desolate land, And to make the seeds of grass to sprout?
(B) Greg Clark, who wrote the “Packsack” in the Toronto weekend paper, narrates how one time of

being in a small plane that was forced down in the north country far off the beaten track and went
for a stroll while repairs were being made: —{4}.

(C) so we find that, as has been expressed by a number of people, “God’s creation is needlessly
complex”

(D) which is in itself a manifestation of His infinite power, that He has chosen to create and to do things
in a certain manner simply because it has pleased Him to do so

2. and God follows this up by pointing out His power to Job in
a. how He has set the stars in their places (38:31-33)
b. the clouds and the storm (38:34-38)



c. the provisions He has made for the sustenance, the power, the grace and the procreation of the animals
of His creation (38:39–39:30)

E. The Vision of God’s Holiness
1. God’s holiness is shown by His justice (40:8–14)

a. by holiness, we mean that God is totally set apart; He
(A) is transcendent over His creation and mankind
(B) is pure and incapable of any injustice
(C) has the wrath and demeanour whereby He can execute punishment on the wicked

b. Job is brought face to face with God’s holiness
(A) “Job,” says God, “you have questioned my justice; would you really condemn God so you can be

counted just?”
(B) then God asks him if he can step into God’s place

(1) can he carry out God’s judgments? (40:9)
(2) can he array himself in the judge’s robes? (40:10)
(3) can he deal with

(a) the proud? (40:11-12)
(b) and the wicked? (40:12)

(C) if you have ever paused and thought, really thought, of how you would execute justice if you had
the power

(1) you will have quickly realized how impossible it is
(2) because of our finite and faulty nature

(D) but, God is holy and He can and He will carry out justice on both the proud and the wicked

2. have you caught the vision of His holiness as recounted by Isaiah 6:1-5; AV: In the year that king Uzziah
died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above it
stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered
his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of
hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried,
and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the



LORD of hosts.”

F. The Vision of God’s Majesty
1. in the last half of Job 40 and in Job 41, God draws Job’s attention to two particular animals of His creation:

the behemoth and the leviathan
a. I won’t get into the various attempts at identifying these
b. especially the behemoth, mentioned only here in the Bible
c. because that will divert attention from why God wants Job to consider them and the lesson Job should

learn from them

2. picture for a moment the behemoth as described in Job 40
a. an animal covered with tremendous musculature (vv 16-17)
b. his bones having the strength of brass or iron (verse 18)
c. fed by the vegetation beside or swept down by the Jordan on its trip from Mount Hermon to the Dead

Sea (vv 15, 20-21)
d. standing unconcernedly by, or even in, the Jordan when it rages in flood, sweeping all else before its

power (verse 23)
e. and unperturbed by any attempt of man to capture or to harness him (verse 24)
f. in short, ruled over by neither nature or man

3. again, picture the leviathan as described in Job 41
a. God sarcastically asks Job if he can capture, enslave, put on a leash like a pet, or otherwise exploit

leviathan (41:1-9)
b. and if attacked, leviathan of tremendously fierce, totally armoured, fearfully strong, and brave without

equal
c. in short, one who rules, not one who is ruled over

4. yet, great and indomitable thought these creatures may be, we find that they are under the control of One,
their Maker
a. about behemoth, Job 40:19; JPS:  He is the beginning of the ways of God; He only that made him can

make His sword to approach unto him.



b. and in portraying leviathan, Job 41:10b-11, JPS: who then is able to stand before Me?  Who hath given
Me anything beforehand, that I should repay him? Whatsoever is under the whole heaven is Mine.

c. and if on earth there is no one who is able to rule these great creatures of the earth, how much greater
then the One who is without ruler in both heaven and earth

d. and in this greatness of God, as One who rules, without Himself being ruled, we find a vision of God’s
majesty

5. have you then, this morning caught our of the corner of your spiritual, mind’s eye just the briefest glimpse
of God’s majesty?
a. are you saying with the elders around the throne, Rev 4:11: Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory

and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
b. are you echoing the angel’s speech, Revelation 7:12; AV: Saying, “Amen: Blessing, and glory, and

wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever.
Amen.”

G. Conclusion
1. we have but briefly looked at God’s words to Job

a. not answering Job’s complaints or questions
b. but rather revealing to Job His own great Self

(A) as the wise and knowing One
(B) as the powerful One
(C) as the holy One
(D) as the majestic One

c. leaving Job speechless in awe and wonder

2. so let us then also heed the command of God, Psalms 33:8; NAS: Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all
the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.
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