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“Do it yourself” Sermon Notes“Do it yourself” Sermon Notes
A. Introduction

1. Job 35:10 — “… God my Maker …”

2. Hebrews 11:3 — faith the key to understanding creation

B. “Rightly Understanding Science”
1. Psalm 90:2 ---- this world appears old

2. 2 Corinthians 4:3–4 — Satan’s deceiving work

C. Theories, Claims and Facts
1. “statistics” on words “evening,” “morning” and “day”

a. passages containing all three
(A) Exodus 16:4–8

(B) Ezra 3:3–4

(C) Judges 19:5–1

(D) Ezekiel 33:21–22

(E) Psalm 59:14–16

b. Exodus 2):8–11 — God’s commentary

2. The “Gap”

3. Bara’ (create), ’Assah (make), Yaçar (form)
a. Genesis 1:27, 2:7

b. Genesis 2:3

c. Isaiah 45:7

4. The “new math” — one day = one millennium !?!?!?
a. Psalm 90:4, 2 Peter 3:8 — the 

b. John 5:17 — Jesus’ comment

c. Genesis 1:14 — God’s chronology (timekeeping) established

5. Creation too great a subject to master fully
a. Job 34:14–15, Genesis 2:7, 3:19 — just one instance showing

that Job and his friends knew the creation history

b. Job 38 & 39 — “Job, let’s see how just much you know”

D. Conclusion
1. Jer 32:17-19 — Creation shows God is worthy



—{1}. Genesis 1:31–2:7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   I Believe in Creation

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the
morning were the sixth day.

2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.  2  And on the seventh day God
ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
made.  3  And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God created and made. 

4  These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the
LORD God made the earth and the heavens,  5  And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and
every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there
was not a man to till the ground.  6  But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face
of the ground.  7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

A. Introduction
1. last Sunday morning

a. as we considered Job 35:10; NAS: "But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, Who gives songs in the
night?’

b. we made the comment that the title for today’s message might better be “I Have Faith in the Creator”
c. and as we look at the creation history, I hope that our minds will focus more on Who God Is that on what

He did

2. before proceeding, let us consider the three facets of how we deal with truth
a. each of these relates to our whole being: body, soul and spirit

(A) knowledge is to know truth or truths, but relating most closely to our physical nature: what we see,
touch, hear, smell, taste — this is the part with which science deals

(B) wisdom is to apply truth or truths, but relating most closely to our spiritual nature: how we act,
live, and will

(C) understanding is to relate truth or truths, but relating most closely to our intellectual nature: how



we reason, feel, and think
b. and we will only gain an understanding of creation

(A) that is, we will only satisfy our intellectual nature
(B) when we have placed our faith in the Creator who made us and all other things
(C) when we have the faith that permits us to see that visible made from the invisible.  So our text

today might be
(D) Hebrews 11:3; NIV: By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so

that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
(E) … NKJV:  By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the

things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.
(F) … RSV:  By faith we understand that the world was created by the word of God, so that what is

seen was made out of things which do not appear.

3. most Christians have a firm conviction that science rightly understood cannot disagree with the Bible rightly
understood
a. the key, of course, is in those words “rightly understood”
b. and what is to be understood is facts, not theories

B. first comes the job of rightly understanding science
1. this creation in which we live, appears very old, by whatever method you attempt to measure it

2. even the Bible itself, and quite appropriately, uses it as a standard of great age: Psalms 90:2; NAS: Before
the mountains were born, Or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to
everlasting, Thou art God.

3. there is an argument that I have made — and perhaps you have heard me — which proceeds as follows 
a. this universe is dynamically stable
b. the gravitic attraction means that all its components move in an orderly fashion related to each other

and in accordance with physical laws that can be expressed mathematically
c. the light that is travelling between even the most distant stars and us is component to that dynamic

stability



d. God created the universe in accordance with the physical laws that He Himself established and with such
a dynamic stability

e. that creation included the light in the process of its journey from even the most distant stars, when in
Genesis 1:3 He said “Let there be light.”

f. this explains why such light would appear to have been travelling for millions of years; and so on.
g. however, although this is my own argument, I have to admit that there is a problem with it.

(A) this problem is not one of science
(B) but rather one of God’s own nature
(C) because this would mean that God who is truth and cannot deceive has created a universe which

has a deceptive appearance
h. and the only answer that I have for that is to ask whether it is God’s universe that is deceptive, or is it

man’s mind? for as the Bible says, 2 Corinthians 4:3-4; NAS: And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled
to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving,
that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

i. but on saying this we have stepped into the realm of faith

4. beyond these few, brief remarks, the job of rightly understanding science is beyond our scope today, both
in terms of time and of volume of data
a. that job is the field of apologetics or defence of our faith
b. nor are all Christian scholars in 100% agreement on the arguments involved (because, let me point out,

they are just men and as prone to error as so also am I)
c. but the very best of these scholars have published books, some of which are in our library for you to

borrow
d. and I know that Dave Coulter has a good supply of material on this subject that he would likewise lend

to you and which he will discuss with anyone interested

5. so let us discuss a few, but by no means all, aspects of rightly understanding the Bible
a. when anyone, even and especially myself, tell you that the Bible says a certain thing, or that it means

a certain thing, then you should go to God’s word to check it out
b. very frequently you will find there is a difference between

(A) what people say the Bible says, and what it does say



(B) what people say the Bible means and what it does mean
(C) both Christians and non-Christians can be guilty this way

c. just as on the science side, also on the Bible side there are theories, claims and facts (or what does the
Bible really say)
(A) today we will look at a few of these so that

(1) you will not be surprised if your hear them again
(2) you will not make unwarranted assumptions that the speaker is really a Christian or really an

evolutionist
(3) you will be better equipped, hopefully, to evaluate them

(B) and I will attempt to indicate clearly what are just my own opinions or interpretations of a
particular item so that you can discount accordingly what I am saying

C. Theories, Claims and Facts
1. Claim: “The words ‘evening’ and ‘morning’ along with the word ‘day’ occur over 100 times in the Old

Testament and always indicate a 24-hour day”
a. Facts

(A) these three words are found together in one verse only in Genesis 1, once for each of the six days
of creation

(B) looking in passages of up to three verses in length we find only 5 (Exodus 16:4-8,  Ezra 3:3-4,
Judges 19:5-11,  Ezekiel 33:21-22, and Psalm 59:14-16)  which contain these three words

(1) mostly talking about different periods
(2) and in one, Psalm 59:14-16, morning and day (and maybe evening, too) appear to be figurative

referring to a period of time
(C) so this gives eleven possibly, not over 100, occurrences
(D) and besides those in Genesis 1, the words “evening” and “morning” occur in 21 verses in the Old

Testament, of which only 5 are in the order evening, then morning
(E) indeed, the phrase found in Genesis 1, as it is literally translated, “and the evening was and the

morning was day …,” is unique to this first chapter of Genesis and its meaning must be determined
and consistent with God’s own commentary in Exodus 20:11; NAS: For in six days the LORD made
the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day;
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.where the context is clearly



describing a regular week of regular days
b. “So what’s your point?”

(A) my quarrel is not with the conclusion, but the basis of it
(B) One: when you are witnessing on this, or any other subject, be sure that you are accurate in what

you say the Bible says, or else you bring discredit on your witness and on the Bible
(C) Two: If the Bible makes sufficient commentary on the subject, you don’t have to make up any

other: falsehood can never promote the cause of truth

2. Theory: “There was a gap between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2”
a. Claim: “Genesis 1:2 MUST be translated, ‘And the earth became without form and void.’”

(A) Counterclaim: “Genesis 1:2 CANNOT be translated, ‘And the earth became without form and void.’”
(1) argument “to be” maybe  translated as “became” only if it is perfect tense followed by

preposition “to”
b. Facts:

(A) both translations are allowable for the original language
(B) NIV translator’s footnote gives it as an alternate (but I would not put a lot of stock in that!)
(C) it can only be determined by context: for example, look at Genesis 3:20; NAS: Now the man called

his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all the living
(1) at that time she wasn’t; she wasn’t even a mother; that was yet in the future (but our past)
(2) so better to express it, “She became the mother”

(D) but in Genesis 1:2 there is insufficient context to make a pronouncement one way or another
c. Surmise: (most of this I only have by hearsay)

(A) examine day one and you will find it different in form from any of the other six days of creation —
for example, how it starts — so students have tried to guess why

(B) this “Gap Theory” is one attempt that arose to show how the fanciful creation myth of the
Babylonians had its roots in the factual creation account found in the Bible

(C) but it seemed a nice accommodating theory to explain what the scientist were propounding as their
theories

d. “So what’s your point?”
(A) those who argue this theory are not all evolutionists
(B) but speculation while the Bible keeps silent is fruitless!



3. Theory: “God made the original creation and then allowed His laws to carry out the evolutionary process”
(Theistic evolution)
a. Claim: The verb, Bara’ meaning “to create (out of nothing)” is used only of the original creation in

Genesis 1:1 and of the creation of man, in Genesis 1:27, 2:3, and 5:1-2; elsewhere we find the words
’Assah (to make) and Yaçar (to form) which was God just reshaping the creation through natural law;
the creation of man is explained spiritually, that man became a being who recognized spiritual truth —
which then gets explained further away as just another evolutionary step

b. Facts:
(A) the Bible uses these three words as equivalent
(B) in these chapters of Genesis, the words form and create are used interchangeably of mankind’s

origin
(1) Genesis 1:27; NAS: And God created (Bara’) man in His own image, in the image of God He

created (Bara’) him; male and female He created them.
(2) Genesis 2:7; NAS: Then the LORD God formed (Yaçar) man of dust from the ground, and

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.
(C) and Genesis 2:3 declares that His making was the same as His creating: “… He had rested from

al His work which God created (Bara’) and made (’Assah)” or literally, “created to make” — so we
see the making as His creative act

(D) and, as a really interesting example, look at Isaiah 45:7; NAS: “The One forming (Yaçar) light and
creating (Bara’) darkness, Causing (making: ’Assah) well-being and creating (Bara’) calamity; I
am the LORD who does (’Assah) all these.” — so the three words are used as completely equivalent

c. “So what’s your point?”
(A) theistic evolution is no improvement on regular evolution!
(B) there is no essential differences in God’s creative acts

4. Theory: “Each of the days of creation was 1000 years in length, with the seventh being seven times 1000;
or heavenly days don’t equal earthly days”
a. Claim: (and this information has been gleaned from my memory and so may be unfairly or inaccurately

stated)
(A) based on verse, 2 Peter 3:8 (from Psalm 90:4); NAS: But do not let this one fact escape your



notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day.

(B) we are now in the seventh “day” of rest (Joshua encircling the city of Jericho as an example of the
seventh item being repeated seven tims)

(C) so, this ties in correctly, it is said, with Exodus 20:11
(D) from here a short step to make the figure of “thousand” figurative for some long, indeterminate

period
(E) so this old theory dredged up to explain the geologic ages theorized by science

b. Facts:
(A) other than this rather questionable application of the one verse cited, there is no Biblical support

for this theory
(B) it raises as many questions as it supposedly answer: for example, how do the plants created on

day three survive this long age until the sun is created on day four?
(C) it ignores the words of Jesus, John 5:17b; NAS: “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am

working.”
(D) while a person might possibly make an argument that the first two, and perhaps even the third,

day of creation was indeterminate in length, that cannot be done for the subsequent days (and so
the entire theory fails)

(1) for we read in Genesis 1:14; NAS: Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for
days and years”

(2) by day four, at the very latest, God had established the chronology under which we now operate
c. “So what’s your point?”

(A) any theology must be consistent with the whole of the Scriptures, not just one verse (especially
a prophetic one)

(B) this theory, too, must be thrown out

5. now I have only touched on a few of such statements made by people of what they claim the Bible says or
what the Bible means on the subject of creation
a. we should not expect to know every answer on creation
b. although Job and his friends were apparently not Jewish



(A) they knew the creation history, and, most probably before Moses had written it down; for example:
(B) Job 34:14-15; NAS:  If He should determine to do so, If He should gather to Himself His spirit and

His breath, All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust.
(C) shows knowledge of Genesis 2:7; NAS: Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground,

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.
(D) and Genesis 3:19; NAS: By the sweat of your face You shall eat bread, Till you return to the

ground, Because from it you were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.
c. yet in Job chapters 38 and 39, God in speaking to Job, uses the fact that Job (and his friends, and us)

cannot even know all about the creation — which they can see — to demonstrate how much less they
can begin to fathom God 
(A) Job 38:2-7; NAS: Who is this that darkens counsel By words without knowledge?  Now gird up your

loins like a man, And I will ask you, and you instruct Me! Where were you when I laid the
foundation of the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding, Who set its measurements, since you
know? Or who stretched the line on it?  On what were its bases sunk? Or who laid its cornerstone,
When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons of God shouted for joy?

6. and, so we repeat, Hebrews 11:3; RSV:  By faith we understand that the world was created by the word
of God, so that what is seen was made out of things which do not appear.

D. Conclusion: Why is this truth of creation so important to us?
1. every major theme of the Bible, from the Advent through the Will of God, will be found on deeper study

to touch on what is revealed in the first dozen or so chapters of Genesis

2. the majority of the books of the Bible refer to the events herein

3. deeply embedded in the story of the creation is recounted the uniqueness of man and the reason given why
God (John 3:16)  “so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son”

4. creation is not just a point of discussion nor an intellectual exercise; rather God’s work as the Creator is just
a small part of the evidence as to why He is worthy of our praise, trust and faith: Jeremiah 32:17-19; NAS:
Ah Lord GOD! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thine



outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee, who showest lovingkindness to thousands, but repayest
the iniquity of fathers into the bosom of their children after them, O great and mighty God. The LORD of
hosts is His name; great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose eyes are open to all the ways of the sons
of men, giving to everyone according to his ways and according to the fruit of his deeds
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