
  Congregational handout; outline sermon text on following pages

Songs in the Night
Job 35:10

March 9, 2003 
SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction: your hymnal can be (by Greg Asimakoupoulos)

1. A Primer of Praise
2. A Chronicle of Confession
3. An Encyclopaedia of Experience
4. A Diary of Doctrine
5. A Lexicon of Love.

B. The “Segue” from the last message from Job
1. Elihu had encouraged Job to have a proper A____________
2. Elihu followed this up by criticizing Job for his questioning of God

and for his R____________ speech against God
3. Elihu made these accusations because he did not listen C_________

to what Job had been saying; “he quoted him out of C________”
C. God Gives Songs in the Night of Sin

1. whether God be a national Saviour (as in Psalm 126) or a personal
Saviour (as in Psalm 40) we find a cause for singing:
a. a R_______________ that it was God who has done this
b. a J________ praise to God because of this
c. a T____________ to others about God

2. Believers are to speak and sing to each other in (Ephesians 5:19-20)

3. and to give T_______ to God
D. God Gives Songs in the Night of Skepticism (or __________________)

1. some of God’s children who had times of doubting and questioning
a. E_________ under the juniper tree
b. T_______ and P_______ on the eve of the crucifixion (Jn 14)

c. D_______ in, for example, Psalm ____
2. in this Psalm, he overcomes this feeling by

a. commanding himself to F_______ on God instead of self
b. deliberately R___________ God’s great works
c. gives a vocal expression of the basis of his F_______

E. God Gives Songs in the Night of Sorrow (and suffering)
1. the Christian is

a. not under a special P__________ so that sorrow bypasses him
b. not in a special P________so such trials don’t hurt him
c. in a special P________ so that he can sustain such sorrow

2. so what allows the Christian to sing songs in the night of sorrow and
suffering is the P__________ of the L________ God

F. In the future, when a night-time comes into my life, I will endeavour to:

Scriptural references in this meditation …
Elihu’s references in Job 35:3 are from Job 21:7-16, Job 9:29-33; the
prophecy and fulfilment to people of Galilee: Isaiah 9:2–3, Matthew
4:12–17; Singing praises for national salvation: Psalm 126; Singing
praises for personal salvation: Psalm 40; Instructions for Christians to
sing: Ephesians 5:19–20; Jesus’ warning about failing for fear in the time
of trial: Luke 21:26-28 (read the context); Examples of doubting saints:
Elijah (1 Kings 19), Thomas and Philip (John 14), David (Ps 42); The
Christian may expect sorrows: 1 Peter 4:12–13; Abiding in Christ: John
15 (see verses 4, 19, 20, and 11, among others); Moses desiring the
Presence of God: Exodus 33:12-17; The promise of God that He is
dwelling with and amongst us, His people: 2 Corinthians 6:16



—{1}.  Job 35:10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Songs in the Night

A. Introduction
1. Greg Asimakoupoulos —{2}. gives this advice.  Want to freshen up your daily quiet time?  Explore the

intimacy that can come though using a simple hymnal.  A book of hymns can help you express your heart
to God daily, even if you can't carry a tune.  It's easier to come clean with God when you have words that
put it out there, plain and simple.  Your hymnal can be
a. A Primer of Praise
b. A Chronicle of Confession
c. An Encyclopaedia of Experience
d. A Diary of Doctrine
e. A Lexicon of Love.

2. and as you come to learn these hymns and choruses, you will be able to sing songs in the night — at least
in your heart

B. Transition — “Segue” —  from the last message from
1. Job 34:21-32 on “Receiving Correction”

a. where Elihu encouraged Job to have the proper attitude in the face of God’s chastening (correcting)
dealings with him

b. and Elihu continues to speak to Job

2. now in more severe terms, criticizing Job for his questioning of God and for his rebellious speech against
God
a. in Job 35:3, he picks up on two things that Job said
b. “What advantage is it to you (or me)?”

(A) Job 21:15; NIV: Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? What would we gain by praying
to him?

(B) but these words, though spoken by Job, are not Job’s own words at all, as becomes apparent when
your read them in their context

(C) Job 21:7, 13-16; NIV: Why do the wicked live on, growing old and increasing in power? … They



spend their years in prosperity and go down to the grave in peace. Yet they say to God, ‘Leave us
alone! We have no desire to know your ways. Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? What
would we gain by praying to him?’ But their prosperity is not in their own hands, so I stand aloof
from the counsel of the wicked.

c. “What profit shall I have, more than if I had sinned?”
(A) Job 9:29-31; NIV: Since I am already found guilty, why should I struggle in vain? Even if I washed

myself with soap and my hands with washing soda, you would plunge me into a slime pit so that
even my clothes would detest me.

(B) but Job’s argument 
(1) is not that he may as well sin because God’s justice is not fair to him
(2) but rather that he, Job, cannot justify himself before God by this means for Job went on to say

(C) Job 9:32-33; NIV: He is not a man like me that I might answer him, that we might confront each
other in court. If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us both

d. now, in passing, there are a couple of lessons to be learned
(A) when you are seeking to comfort and to strengthen someone in distress or wrestling with some

spiritual matter,
(B) listen carefully to what they are saying, all of it, not just picking up a phrase here or there —

perhaps out of context
(C) listen not only to their words, but to their heart — what are they feeling?  How would you feel in

their place?

3. in Job 35:4-8, Elihu almost gives back Job’s own argument
a. God is so great that He is neither enriched by any good thing that we may do
b. nor is He impoverished by our wickedness
c. and then proceeds to consider the attitude of the wicked, who complain about their situation, but never

think upon God

4. bringing us to our text today
a. Job 35:10; NAS:  But no one says, ‘Where is God my Maker, Who gives songs in the night …?’
b. next week, the sermon title is “I Believe in Creation” or, perhaps better, “I Have Faith in the Creator,”

we will look at some of the truths behind the first part of that question



c. but this morning, I want to meditate on the second part: “who gives songs in the night” and particularly
that
(A) God gives songs in the night of sin
(B) God gives songs in the night of skepticism
(C) God gives songs in the night of sorrows

C. God Gives Songs in the Night of Sin
1. perhaps it is better if we express this positively, that God gives songs of joy when He works His salvation

in a dark world
a. spoken to the people of Zebulun and Naphthali (two of the ten northern tribes; these lived in the area

of Palestine later called “Galilee”) Isaiah 9:2-3; NAS:  The people who walk in darkness Will see a great
light; Those who live in a dark land, The light will shine on them. Thou shalt multiply the nation, Thou
shalt increase their gladness; They will be glad in Thy presence As with the gladness of harvest, As men
rejoice when they divide the spoil.

b. this prophecy is fulfilled in the person of Jesus, the Christ, in Matthew 4:12–17; NIV: When Jesus heard
that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in
Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali — to fulfil what was said through
the prophet Isaiah: “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee
of the Gentiles — the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned.” From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is near.”

c. so in the night of sin that currently blankets this world, there is a Light from God
(A) manifest in His salvation which He has shown to men
(B) revealed in the Saviour which He has sent to mankind

2. Now, we find that God’s salvation is a cause for singing, which is the reason that we first read Psalm 126
this morning.
a. this Psalm speaks of a national restoration of God’s people

(A) owing to their idolatry they had been exiled for 70 years
(B) but now they were returned to God and to their land
(C) never again did idol worship become a national pastime



(D) and there are three things to note from this Psalm
b. one: recognition of Whom it was that had accomplished this

(A) Jews recognized this in its historical truth; Psalm 126:1; NAS:  When the Lord brought back to the
captive ones of Zion

(B) they recognized this in their speech; Psalm 126:4; NIV: The LORD has done great things for us,
and we are filled with joy.

(C) they recognized this in their prayer, Psalm 126:5; NAS: Restore our captivity, O LORD, As the
streams in the South.

c. two: they sang this Psalm with laughing, joyful, shouting
(A) as we read through this Psalm, were you not impressed by the excitement and exultation of what

God had done?
(B) what a contrast in attitude to the murmuring and the complaining that took place when God

delivered them from Egypt in the book of Exodus!
d. three: it was a testimony, a witnessing, about God to others as is clearly stated in Psalm 126:2b; NIV:

… Then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”

3. but songs are given in the night not only by God as a national Saviour, but by God as a personal Saviour
a. So David sings in Psalm 40:1-3; NAS: I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, and heard

my cry. He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay; And He set my feet upon
a rock making my footsteps firm. And He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;
Many will see and fear, And will trust in the LORD.
(A) we will not look at all in depth at these verses or at this Psalm — a Psalm filled with prophetic and

other truth
(B) but only to point the same three things of note: there was

b. a recognition it was God Who had accomplished this
c. a singing, joyful praise to God for this
d. a testimony, a witnessing, about God to others

4. and if this is true of God’s saving power in the Old Testament, which prefigures that of our Saviour Jesus
Christ in the New, how much more do those who come to God through Him have songs in the midst of the
night of sin



a. one of the marks of the periods of great revival has been the enduring hymns that have emerged
(A) think of the great Welsh hymns that came out of the revival in Wales in the 19th century
(B) and C. L. Culpepper describes one result of the revival in Shantung, China, in 1932-33 as a

continual singing of the people.  They put songs and other scriptures to music.  Old people who
could not read or write memorized the songs and sang with their eyes closed, their bodies swaying
to the rhythm of the melody and tears of joy running down their cheeks.  God had taken away their
sorrow and given them a new song —{3}.

b. or, as Paul instructs the believers in Ephesians 5:19-20; NIV: Speak to one another with psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the
Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

D. God Gives Songs in the Night of Skepticism
1. now the word “Skepticism” is not really the one I wanted

a. it was chosen for the sake of alliteration
b. but skepticism implies a deliberate attitude of disbelief
c. while I want to talk about the doubting that assails every Christian from time to time
d. I would use the term depression, except that has a clinical as well as a common meaning, and it is all

too easy to confuse the two; maybe if there were such a word as “soul-cast-down-ed-ness” I could use
it (I cannot spell that for your notes!)

2. our Lord Jesus Christ, alerts and encourages His disciples about this failing in teaching about the coming
great time of tribulation, in Luke 21:26-28; NAS: men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things
which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. "And then they will see
the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these things begin to take place,
straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
a. and if you read the rest of the Luke 21, it sounds like  current affairs, so we should not be surprised if

many Christians these days are assailed with fears and doubts
b. Christ’s words are not judgmental; but rather encouraging which is consistent with how God has dealt

with His children throughout the ages in their “soul-cast-down” times

3. consider the examples of



a. Elijah under the juniper tree
(A) after a great victory over the prophets of Ba’al
(B) thinking that he alone was left true to God in the land
(C) and God took time out to speak and encourage him

b. or Thomas and Philip, on the eve of the Lord’s death
(A) troubled along with the other disciples
(B) asking questions full of doubt and fear
(C) and the Lord’s gentle admonition and encouragement

c. or David 
(A) how many times do you find David asking such questions

(1) where are you, God?
(2) when are you going to answer, God?
(3) or even as in the passage we reading today …

4. in Psalm 42:5-8, we have David in anguish, asking “Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you
become disturbed within me?”
a. and as we read through this Psalm we find that indeed God does give songs in the midst of “Skepticism”
b. for we find that faith and trust, however weak, are stronger than doubting

(A) fortunately God does not demand of us perfect faith
(B) fortunately even weak faith, the size of a mustard seed, is sufficient for Him to accomplish great

things for us and in us and through us
c. note the three steps that David took in pursuit of an answer to his “skepticism,” his “soul-cast-down-ed-

ness”
(A) a command to his soul, his innermost being: “Hope in God” — “soul, change your focus from self

to God!”
(B) a deliberate calling to mind of God and His works; of some of the evidences of God’s power, which

he begins with the words “Therefore I remember Thee ...”
(C) a vocal expression of the basis of his faith: Psalms 42:8; NIV: By day the LORD directs his love,

at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life.

5. and thus, God gives songs in the night of “skepticism” or doubt



E. God Gives Songs in the Night of Sorrow
1. one great truth that I believe the Word of God teaches

a. as found for example in 1 Peter 4:12-13; NIV: Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you
are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed..

b. the Christian is not under a special privilege so that suffering, trials, and the vicissitudes of bypass his
life — no, he is going to experience them just like any other man

c. nor is the Christian in a special position so that he remains untouched, uninjured by such tribulation —
no, he will share the same harm and hardship as any other man

d. but that the Christian is in a special Person — so that he can be sustained through them unlike any man
with out Christ
(A) let me just link up quickly a few verses from John 15
(B) verse 4, the command: “Abide in me, and I in you …”
(C) verse 19: “If you were of the world, the world would love its own, but because you are not of the

world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”
(D) verse 20: “... A slave is not greater than his master.  If they persecuted Me, they will also

persecute you …”
(E) verse 11: “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may

be made full”
(F) by these we readily draw the conclusion that by abiding in Christ we receive joy; songs in the night

of sorrow

2. the last reading we had this morning was from Acts 16
a. recounting how that Paul and Silas

(A) after being beaten and thrown into jail
(B) were able at midnight to bear witness to God to all the prisoners — and the jailer — with their

songs in the night
b. I find the same spirit in a little five-year old girl Mary whose story is told by Dr James C. Brown —{4}. 
She had suffered a stroke that left half of her body paralyzed, had been hospitalized for treatment of a brain
tumor, and had recently lost her father, her mother and her home.She went into the MRI machine without



the slightest protest, and we began the exam.  At that time, each imaging sequence required the patient
to remain perfectly still for about five minutes.  This would have been difficult for anyone — and certainly
for a five-year-old who had suffered so much.  We were taking an image of her head, so any movement
of her face, including talking, would result in image distortion.

About two minutes into the first sequence, we noticed on the video monitor that Mary's mouth was moving.
We even heard a muted voice over the intercom.  We halted the exam and gently reminded Mary not to
talk.  She was smiling and promised not to talk.

We reset the machine and started over.  Once again we saw her facial movement and heard her voice
faintly.  What she was saying wasn't clear.  Everyone was becoming a little impatient, with a busy schedule
that had been put on hold to perform an emergency MRI on Mary.

We went back in and slid Mary out of the machine.  Once again, she looked at us with her crooked smile
and wasn't upset in the least.  The technologist, perhaps a bit gruffly, said, "Mary, you were talking again,
and that causes blurry pictures."

Mary's smile remained as she replied, "I wasn't talking.  I was singing.  You said no talking."  We looked
at each other, feeling a little silly.

"What were you singing?" someone asked.

"Jesus Loves Me," came the barely perceptible reply.  "I always sing 'Jesus Loves Me' when I'm happy."

3. and so, in the night of sorrow and suffering, God gives us songs not because of our situation but on account
of our Saviour
a. it is the Presence of the living God with us that makes all the difference
b. so is it any wonder that Moses

(A) faced with the rebellion, complaining, and disobedience of the people of Israel as they left Egypt
and headed for the land of Canaan

(B) found that he should not ask for more miracles; nor more strength; nor more leaders; nor more
of anything else but rather that God Himself be with him as we read in

c. Exodus 33:12-17; NIV: Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you
have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have



found favour with me.’ If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue
to find favour with you. Remember that this nation is your people.” The LORD replied, “My Presence will
go with you, and I will give you rest.” Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us,
do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the
face of the earth” And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am
pleased with you and I know you by name.”

F. Conclusion: so, it is the Presence of living God
1. that will bring us songs in the night

a. when we come to Him in repentance for our sin
b. when we turn our doubting over to Him in faith
c. when our sorrows would otherwise overwhelm us

2. remembering, in the words of 2 Corinthians 6:16b; NIV, … For we are the temple of the living God. As God
has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

3. this, then, is the God who gives us grace so that we can sing songs of praise to Him in the midst of the
night
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