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Judged by the Law
Romans 2:11–29

March 2, 2003 
SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. judgment is inevitable and will be by God’s, not man’s, law
2. there are right and wrong ways to prepare for that judgment

B. Judged: By One Law or Another 2:11–16
1. mankind cannot claim I_______________

a. the Jews had the R____________ law of God
b. the gentiles had the I____________ law of God (conscience)

2. God’s judgment is I______________
a. so it applies to all M___________
b. Jesus is qualified to be our judge

(A) by His anointing as the M________________
(B) by His F____________ of the law

C. Judged: Education is not Enough 2:17–24
1. K_____________ God’s will is insufficient
2. T_____________ God’s will is insufficient
3. D_____________ dishonours God

D. Judged: Membership is not Enough 2:25–29
1. Joining the J______ doesn’t help

a. circumcision was an O__________ sign to the nations around
b. which was to reflect an I_________ reality in the heart

2. Joining the C__________ doesn’t help
3. Only the Spirit’s W______ W_________

Bible References relevant to today’s message

Jesus one day will be judge of all men: Matthew 7:21–23, 25:31–46;
2 Timothy 4:1;  Roles of King: 1 Samuel 8:19–20, Isaiah 9:7;  Christ
has fulfilled the Mosaic law: Matthew 5:17 Christ has fulfilled the law
implanted in the heart: 2 Corinthians 5:21, Hebrew 4:15, 1 John 3:5;
Disobedience dishonours God: Isaiah 52:5, Ezekiel 36:20–38;
Circumcision to reflect an inward reality: Jeremiah 9:26, Ezekiel
44:7–9;  Relation between circumcision and baptism described:
Colossians 2:11–13; The Holy Spirit makes this change in people:
Ephesians 2:1, 4–6, 2 Corinthians 3:5–6, Titus 3:5;  The Law is a hard
taskmaster: James 2:10, 4:17, Romans 3:20;  The story of the thief on
the cross, illustrating the graciousness of the Gospel: Luke 23:39–43



—{1}. Romans 2:11–29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Judged by the Law

A. Introduction
1. For the past century, Hell has been a second-class doctrine.  We do not want to hear about judgment and

punishment. So pastors have, by and large, stopped preaching about it.  But we must come face to face
with punishment. We cannot read Romans without coming to this conclusion.  J. Wilbur Chapman, an author
and hymn-writer, tells the following story —{2}.

Some years ago a man driving down the streets of one of the great cities lost control of his horses and was
in danger of being dashed to death.  Suddenly, there sprang out into the streets a man who, seizing the
horses by the bit, stopped them in their mad career and saved the driver’s life.

By a singular coincidence, years afterwards the man whose life was saved was on trial before the one who
had stopped the horses, who sat in the judge’s chair.  The trial was ended; the lawyers had made the plea
and the jury had returned with its verdict, when the judge said, “Have you anything to say why sentence
should not be pronounced upon you?”  Then, rising, trembling with great emotion, he said: “Judge, don’t
you remember me?”  And the judge said once again, “Have you anything to say why sentence should not
be pronounced?”  And then he said, “Why, Judge, I am the man you saved; have mercy, have mercy.”  And
with a look full of pity, his honour replied, “I do remember you and I am very sorry for you, but then I was
your saviour, and today I am your judge;” and the sentence of death was passed.

In our passage today we find that Jesus the Christ is not only the Saviour, but He is also the Judge, and
well-qualified to be so.

2. let us look at the context and overview of this passage
a. last week we looked at the first part of Romans 2

(A) we saw some ways in which people have misplaced trust
(B) we could apply that title equally well to today’s passage
(C) but we will attempt to look at them in a different way

b. in early May, I plan to look at the first half of Romans 3
(A) examining there the theme “Condemned by the Law”
(B) and that emphasis could be made for today’s passage
(C) but today I’ll try to stick to the judging aspect



c. there are three sections in this part of Romans
(A) judgment is based on God’s law: in one form or another
(B) religious education cannot deliver us from judgment
(C) religious membership will not deliver us from judgment

B. Judged: By One Law or Another Romans 2:11-16 NAS

11  For there is no partiality with God. 12  For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the
Law; and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law; 13  for not the hearers of the Law
are just before God, but the doers of the Law will be justified. 14  For when Gentiles who do not have the Law
do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15  in that they
show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts
alternately accusing or else defending them, 16  on the day when, according to my gospel, God will judge
the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

1. a person cannot deliver themselves from judgment by claiming  ignorance 
a. because

(A) under the law of the land not knowing the law does not acquit anyone of their responsibility before
the law

(B) with respect to God’s law, no one can even make the claim of ignorance, since
b. Jews had revealed Law of God

(A) so they will have to answer to that law (2:12b)
(B) the basis will be are they doers of the law (2:13)

c. Gentiles had the implanted Law of God — conscience
(A) so they will be condemned under this law (2:12a)
(B) the basis will be “do they follow this law?” (2:14-15)

(1) that they follow it at times — “defending”
(2) condemns them when they disobey — “accusing”

(C) A man bought one of these new cars with all the fancy gadgets.  Speaking with a woman’s voice
it would warn the driver of various things.  The new owner called this voice “the little woman.”  The



little woman would tell you if you didn’t put on your seat-belts.  I don’t know if she used positive
reinforcement when you did — “There’s a good boy!”  One day, the little woman told him his gas
was getting low.  He knew he had enough to go another 80 kilometres so he ignored it.  A little
while later, she repeated this.  And again.  Each time seemed a little harsher.  So, he stopped the
car, found and yanked out the wire and the offending voice stopped.  A few kilometres down the
road the car stalled — out of gas.  The owner is sure he heard the little woman laughing. —{3}.

(D) the conscience is a great warning system,
(1) but if we ignore its voice
(2) or pull the wires, so to speak,
(3) then it will fail in its purpose

2. Claiming “Unfair” doesn’t deliver from judgment, because God’s judgment is impartial (2:11)
a. impartial because it applies to all mankind

(A) no distinction on the basis of being Jew versus gentile
(B) no distinction on the basis of knowing the law for either by revelation or by implantation we know

it
(1) evidence for revelation is God’s mighty Bible
(2) evidence for implantation is man’s social laws

b. impartial because the Judge will be Jesus, the Christ (2:16)
(A) qualified first as judge by being anointed as Messiah-King

(1) office of king in Bible has different role than ours
(a) we think of majesty being pomp, pageantry
(b) office of king in Bible to lead, rule, judge
(c) 1 Samuel 8:19-20; NAS:  Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel,

and they said, “No, but there shall be a king over us, that we also may be like all the nations,
that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

(d) and all three roles are found in the promised Messiah, Isaiah 9:7; NAS: There will be no end
to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom,
To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.

¤ leading: He defeated death, put peace in our hearts, and He will lead in the final victory



¤ ruling: His government now as Head of the Church, and He shall be King of kings, …
¤ judging: 

• brining true righteousness by means of the cross …
• bringing justice: Satan has been judged and, He will one day judge the world

(B) qualified second as judge by His fulfilment of the law
(1) Jesus Christ  fulfilled the Mosaic law, Matthew 5:17; NAS:  Do not think that I came to abolish

the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.
(a) following the Mosaic law cannot make one sinless

¤ implied by the provisions if it was broken
¤ implied by the sacrifices to be made by all
¤ evidenced by our failure in keeping the great commandment of loving God and man

(2) Jesus fulfilled the Law of God implanted in the heart
(a) that is, the ethical and moral Law of God that underlies the Mosaic law; this is shown by

¤ His reference in Matthew 5 to the prophets
¤ His teaching in the Sermon on the Mount

(b) and so, “in Him was no Sin” (1 John 3:5)
(3) by His perfect, sinless life, then, Jesus the Christ alone qualifies to be our impartial judge

C. Judged: Education is not Enough Romans 2:17-24 NAS

17  But if you bear the name “Jew,” and rely upon the Law, and boast in God, 18  and know His will, and
approve the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law, 19  and are confident that you yourself
are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 20  a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the
immature, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, 21  you, therefore, who teach
another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal? 22  You who say
that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?
23  You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonour God? 24  For “the name of
God is blasphemed among the gentiles because of you," just as it is written.



1. Knowing God’s will doesn’t deliver from judgment (2:17-20)
a. knew the Law so well that they (2:17-18)

(A) relied and gloried in it
(B) know what the will of God was 
(C) understood its ramifications

b. knew it so well they had their teaching diploma (2:19-20)

2. Teaching God’s will doesn’t deliver from judgment (2:21-22)
a. since they failed to teach themselves
b. “do as I say, not as I do” robs teaching of any value
c. After the Los Angeles riots, Steve Futterman of CBC radio, broadcast an interview he had with one of the

riot's many looters.  The man had been one of many people who had looted a record store.  When asked
what he had stolen, the man replied, “Gospel tapes.  I love Jesus.” —{4}.

d. now that may be far-fetched but when you read Malachi and the Sermon on the Mount you find that
God’s standards of morality are far more stringent than are ours.  Perhaps Paul was thinking of the rules
that the lawyers and Pharisees had made so they could get around God’s laws to rob widows &c

e. This is like Dennis Lee Curtis, an armed robber who was arrested in Rapid City, South Dakota. They
found these rules on a piece of paper in his wallet
(A) 1. I will not kill anyone unless I have to.
(B) 2. I will take cash and food stamps — no checks.
(C) 3. I will rob only at night.
(D) 4. I will not wear a mask.
(E) 5. I will not rob Mini-Marts or 7-Eleven stores.
(F) 6. If chased by cops on foot I will get away.  If chased by a vehicle I will not put the lives of

innocent citizens on the line.
(G) 7. I will rob only seven months of the year.
(H) 8. I will enjoy robbing from the poor [rich?] to give to the poor.  —{5}.

3. Disobedience dishonours God; exposes us to judgment (2:23-24)
a. the Old Testament context of the passages quoted in verse 24 (from Isaiah 52:5 and Ezekiel 36:20ff)

is that because of their evil ways God had to send His people into captivity; that result brought His own



Name into ill-repute
b. Alexander the Great conquered most of the then-known world by the age of 33.  One of the reasons for

that was the iron discipline that he insisted on among his troops.  That's why a young soldier was so
terrified as he was hauled into Alexander's tent to answer for charges of cowardice and desertion in
battle.  The general was seated at a table, and the accused soldier was standing before him.  Alexander
said, “Soldier, you've been accused of deserting during a battle - guilty or not?”  “Guilty,” he replied
almost inaudibly.  The general followed up then by asking, “What's your name, soldier?”  The answer
came back - “My name is Alexander, sir.”  It was at that point that Alexander the Great leaped to his
feet, reached across the table, grabbed the soldier by the collar and shouted, “Either you change your
life or you change your name!” —{6}.

(A) so the Jews dishonour God’s name by their lives
(B) and we Christians can do the same by our lives

D. Judged: Membership is not Enough Romans 2:25-29 NAS
25  For indeed circumcision is of value, if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your
circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26  If therefore the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of
the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27  And will not he who is physically
uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and
circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 28  For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is
circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is
that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.

1. Joining the Jews doesn’t deliver from judgment (2:25–27)
a. circumcision was an initiation rite into the old, or temporal, covenant that was made first with Abraham,

and then renewed from time to time with Isaac, Jacob, and Moses
b. it was intended to be an outward sign

(A) setting Israel apart from the nations around them
(B) actual operation not unique to Israel, but meaning was
(C) meant to reflect an inward reality, Jeremiah 9:26; NAS: Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the sons

of Ammon, and Moab, and all those inhabiting the desert who clip the hair on their temples; for all



the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised of heart.
(D) Ezekiel speaks about the profaning of the temple by those who were not circumcised both in the

flesh and in the heart — he describes aliens, but the point was that both the external sign and the
internal reality are necessary

(E) Colossians 2:11-13; NAS: expands on this theme: … and in Him you were also circumcised with
a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of
Christ; having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through
faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And when you were dead in your
transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having
forgiven us all our transgressions,

(1) Paul describes the spiritual circumcision
(a) fleshly circumcision set apart Jews as God’s
(b) spiritual version more potent in doing so

(2) in this passage the point is made that in the church baptism is the counterpart to circumcision

2. joining the church doesn’t deliver from judgment
a. baptism, in its various forms, has been a symbol of the uniting of an individual with the church

(A) we as one of the churches with a baptistic heritage 
(1) may disagree with some of the modes used
(2) definitely disagree that it has any saving power
(3) also use this ordinance as part of initiating members

(B) Now, though I would really like to see Christians commit themselves in membership to a local
church, yet if there is only the external act, but not the internal reality

(1) if there is only a piece of paper, but not a new heart
(2) then it does not mean a thing

b. so it in no way delivers from judgment
(A) even if a person belonged to a thousand churches
(B) with all sorts of titles inscribed beside his name: deacon, arch-deacon, alderman, treasurer, elder,

and so forth
(C) if there has never been a heart-change, a repentance, a conversion, a work of God in the life; so

…



3. Only the Spirit’s work, works (2:28-29)
a. so here is how one qualifies as a real Jew, a real citizen o the people of God, by a change of heart, by

a new birth from above, a new life in us … delivering us through the judgment that will one day come
upon all mankind

b. Ephesians 2:1, 4–6; NAS: And you were dead in your trespasses and sins … But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and
seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,

c. 2 Corinthians 3:5-6; NAS: Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant,
not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

d. or, as expressed in Titus 3:5; NAS: He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit,

4. So, that is how we stand if judged by the Law
a. and it applies regardless of our background, our family, our race: Jew and gentile alike
b. having all sorts of education and knowledge is not enough
c. becoming a Jew — or church member — by some external ritual is totally availing
d. only when we are changed on the inside by the power of God through faith in the risen Son of God
e. can we stand before the judgment of the law without fear



E. Conclusion
1. the law is a hard taskmaster

a. James 2:10; NAS: For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty
of all.

b. James 4:17; NAS: Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin.
c. or, as we quoted last Sunday morning, Romans 3:20; NAS: because by the works of the Law no flesh

will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin.

2. the gospel is gracious — the ultimate illustration of this is to be found in the thief on the cross, dying
alongside Jesus
a. without benefit of baptism
b. without church membership
c. without discipling and training
d. without post-conversion good works
e. but just upon recognition of his sinful state and prayer of faith to the Lord Jesus Christ — and just think

of the faith involved in that prayer: “Lord remember me when you come into your kingdom”
f. he heard the gracious gospel message, “Today you will be with me in Paradise”

3. faced by such judgment, what a blessing to know the One named in our closing and communion hymn, the
Rock of Ages!
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