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Receiving Correction
Job 34:31–32

February 9, 2003 
SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction: the 3 stages of Correction

1. reacting to correction
2. receiving correction
3. relishing correction

B. Reacting to Correction
1. Elihu’s criticism of Job

a. Job more concerned with his own J_______ than God’s honour
b. Job is wrong in his C_____________ with God
c. Job’s situation may be the result of God’s C____________ him
d. hi is wrong in reacting against this: it is done for Job’s G______

2. reacting against correction is a sign of I____________
3. but it can continue into adulthood

a. and transgress into the S___________ realm
b. even though such correction is for our own B_________

C. Receiving Correction
1. we need to R_____________ our situation (needing correction)
2. we need R___________ for our failure

a. for this we need a H_________ and C_________ spirit
b. we need to T_____ around from where we are headed
c. God gives us two instructions to help us in this

(A) we are to A________ in Christ
(B) we are to C___________ to Christ to restore fellowship

3. we need to have a R____________ for improvement
a. forgiveness available is not reason to P__________ sin

b. it takes R__________ correction to bring us to our destination
D. Relishing Correction

1. loving someone makes us seek to know how to P________ them
2. loving Christ will make us want to learn how to P________ Him

Other Notes

References in today’s message
Elihu’s criticism of Job: Job 32:3, 33:8–9, 12, 16–20;   Instructions to
us in the workplace: Colossians 3:22;   Israel not paying heed to God’s
correction: Jeremiah 2:30, 5:3;   How God is like a father, correcting His
children: Hebrews 12:5–6;   Remedial instruction from God: John
15:4–7, 1 John 1:6–9;   Forgiveness not a reason to practice sin: 1 John
1:10–2:1, Romans 6:1–2;   God assures us that He will answer seekers:
Jeremiah 29:13
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A. Introduction: the text: Job 34:31-32 
1. as a statement AV: Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will not offend any

more:  That which I see not teach thou me: if I have done iniquity, I will do no more.

2. as a question: NAS: For has anyone said to God, ‘I have borne chastisement; I will not offend anymore;
Teach Thou me what I do not see; If I have done iniquity, I will do it no more’?

3. as a hypothesis: NIV: Suppose a man says to God, ‘I am guilty but will offend no more. Teach me what I
cannot see; if I have done wrong, I will not do so again.’

4. there seem to be three stages of correction
a. which are revealed

(A) in these verses and context, regardless of the translation, which have to do with Divine correction
(B) in the human realms of parent and child, teacher and student, foreman and worker, and so on …

b. which are
(A) reacting to correction
(B) receiving correction
(C) relishing correction

(1) a stage I don’t think I have yet reached
(2) and don’t seem to be in any hurry to do so

B. Reacting to Correction
1. implicit in Elihu’s remarks is a criticism of Job

a. Job has been more concerned with justice
(A) with his being vindicated before men of his own justness



(B) than in upholding the honour of God who is the Just One
b. and part of Elihu’s message is that

(A) he does not condemn Job as the friends did — Job 32:3; NAS: And his anger burned against his
three friends because they had found no answer, and yet had condemned Job.

(B) but in contending with God, Job is wrong — Job 33:8–9, 12; NAS: Surely you have spoken in my
hearing, And I have heard the sound of your words: ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am
innocent and there is no guilt in me…’ Behold, let me tell you, you are not right in this, For God is
greater than man.

(C) for Job’s situation may be the result of God’s chastening, correcting him — Job 33:19; NAS: Man
is also chastened with pain on his bed, And with unceasing complaint in his bones;

(D) and Job was wrong in reacting against this correction from God who does this for Job’s good — Job
33:16-18; NAS: Then He opens the ears of men, And seals their instruction, That He may turn man
aside from his conduct, And keep man from pride; He keeps back his soul from the pit, And his life
from passing over into Sheol.

2. reacting against correction is a mark of immaturity
a. consider for a moment or two the example of children

(A) children have a tremendous sense of justice
(1) based not on whether something is right or wrong
(2) but based on whether it is fair

(a) “am I getting the same treatment as him or her?”
(b) “does mom treat me the same as dad?”

(3) so when mom and dad have different rules, or even show favouritism, children quite naturally
react

(a) by sulking
(b) by arguments
(c) by disobedience

(B) of course, if the adult who corrects them is not a parent
(1) a leader at AWANA, a teacher, an aunt or uncle
(2) the reaction is “I don’t have to do that!”
(3) the reason is “Mom, or dad, doesn’t make me do it”



b. and this trait we carry with us as we grow up
(A) adding the reason, “they don’t understand me”
(B) showing up in our teen years as we react to correcting

(1) parents in the home
(2) teachers in high school
(3) in fact to any and all authority figures
(4) and, really particularly, when my grandmother quoted the Bible to me and I knew I was wrong!

(C) and, of course, in responding to spousal criticism!
(D) and, even into the workplace

(1) as we resent criticism of the way we do our work
(2) especially when our supervisor is less experienced!
(3) so Paul was led to write to the Colossians 3:22 NAS: Slaves [and today, that is workers], in all

things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who
merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.

c. and, unfortunately, it can transgress into the spiritual realm
(A) Israel nationally and as individuals showed this

(1) Jeremiah 5:3; NAS: O LORD, do not Thine eyes look for truth? Thou hast smitten them, But they
did not weaken; Thou hast consumed them, But they refused to take correction. They have
made their faces harder than rock; They have refused to repent.

(2) Jeremiah 2:30; NAS:  In vain I have struck your sons; They accepted no chastening. Your sword
has devoured your prophets Like a destroying lion.

(B) people react, even switch churches, if they feel the finger is being pointed too directly at
themselves:  It was in southern church. The pastor preached ardently against all the common sins
running the gamut from gambling, to murder.  An older lady was listening carefully. From time to
time she swayed in her seat, murmuring “Amen! Amen!” Then he got onto the evils of alcohol and
tobacco.  He spoke against whiskey. “Amen!” Then against cigarettes and cigars.  “Amen!” But
when he hit the subject of corn-cob pipes, up she stood and said, “Pastor, now you’ve left off
preaching and taken to meddling” —{2}.

d. but with coming maturity there develops
(A) a paying heed and attention to criticism
(B) an acceptance and receiving of correction



(C) knowing such learning is to our own benefit
(D) and nowhere more so than in relation to spiritual matters when this correction comes from God

C. Receiving Correction
“... I have borne chastisement … If I have done iniquity”:
1. recognition of our situation — being in need of correction

a. chastening a common lot of man — but variously received
(A) without recognition of its spiritual purpose
(B) recognizing but ignoring its purpose
(C) or recognizing its source: the touch of the Master’s hand and seeking what the lesson is to be

learned
(D) Hebrews 12:5–6; NAS: and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons,

“my son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the LORD, nor faint when you are reproved by Him;
for those whom the LORD loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.”
[Quoting from Proverbs 3:11-12]

(1) not to despise: take lightly
(2) not to despond: be faint or lose heart

b. as Robert Robinson put it in our opening hymn today
      Prone to wander—Lord, I feel it—
         Prone to leave the God I love;
      Here's my heart—O take and seal it,
         Seal it for Thy courts above. —{3}.

(A) when you do not feel this way from time to time
(B) then, closeness of your walk with God becomes suspect

2. repentance for our failure
a. humble and contrite spirit

(A) if we are to learn (in either of spiritual or academic realm)
(1) we must know that we have need of the instruction

(a) its value
(b) its purpose



(2) we must respect the one giving that instruction
b. the turn-around required from the way we are heading

(A) repentance is not just a matter for our salvation
(B) example of “Brownian” motion

(1) small flies we get in late spring
(2) random flight, random speed, random direction
(3) where they wind up nobody knows

(C) our walk as Christians must sometimes appear that way
(1) at one moment walking with God under His direction
(2) and at the next in just the opposite way
(3) and it calls for our repentance; our returning our footsteps to match with the path of God: so

take care
(D) When a man undertakes to repent toward his fellow men, it is repenting straight up a precipice;

when he repents toward law, it is repenting into the crocodile's jaws; when he repents toward
public sentiment, it is throwing himself into a thicket of brambles and thorns; but when he repents
toward God, he repents toward all love and delicacy.  God receives the soul as the sea the bather,
to return it again, purer and whiter than he took it. —{4}.

c. so is it any wonder that God has given us
(A) the instruction that we find in

(1) John 15:4-7; NAS: Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless
it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the
branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can
do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and
they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.

(2) Pastor Don in preaching on this passage showed us how the vinedresser’s pruning is part of
correction

(3) without abiding in Him, we see that we dry right up
(a) so a dryness in our soul is a red flag ...
(b) that we have drifted away from Him
(c) that we need to restore our fellowship with God



(B) and to that end we have the instructions we find in
(1) 1 John 1:6-9; NAS: If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness,

we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we
say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

(2) so that there is an antidote to our wandering ways
(3) the same Lord, away from whom we have drifted, this it is who is ever near to provide

forgiveness if we but return confessing to Him

3. resolution for improvement
“… I will not offend anymore … I will do it no more”
a. now, although we are concentrating on the negatives --- the do nots --- remember there also is the

positive: we are to learn not to do one thing; we are to learn to do another
(A) as a teen, my early golf prowess had me playing in the low 80's, and then came the realization

(when Jack Nicklaus came on the scene) that if I wanted to do really well, I would have to unlearn
all the bad things I had taught myself, take lessons and learn them over the right way

(B) it’s obvious I didn’t respond to correction!
b. the fact that there is an availability of forgiveness is not a reason for the continued practice of sin

(A) there to restore our walk with improved results
(1) The passage we read in 1 John goes on to say (1 John 1:10-2:1 NAS): If we say that we have

not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these
things to you that you may not [not give yourself up to] sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

(2) Romans 6:1-2; NAS: What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace might
increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?

(B) I seem to be emphasizing sin these days: it is because of the casual view the world, even the
church, takes of sin

(C) One critic said he had gone to many churches and heard the preacher say, “Don't try to impress
God with your works,” or “Don't attempt to please God with your merits,” or “Don't try to keep the



rules and regulations and thus win your way.”  He looked around at nearly slumbering collections
of utterly casual Christians and wondered, “Who's trying?”  —{5}.

(D) it takes repeated correction to bring us to our destination
(1) sailing a boat through breakwater into harbour

(a) effect of the current
(b) effect of the waves
(c) effect of the wind and its changing direction
(d) effect of the waggle in the tiller of the steersman
(e) usually pair of marks — or pair of lights at night — which you get in line to take you through
(f) having done it once is not enough: there are too many effects for the course to remain true

(2) so with our spiritual journey
(a) if we are headed rightly today
(b) but we do not make any further corrections
(c) we will soon discover ourselves to be of course

c. what might have been our offense?  There is a resolution to be made if it has it been —{6}.

(A) pride — pray for humility
(B) selfishness — seek self-denial
(C) a hasty temper — ask for a replacing spirit of meekness
(D) neglecting God’s Word — to read it
(E) forsaking prayer — determine to overcome this
(F) unbelief — turn from the virtual realities of this world to the eternal reality of the living God
(G) and make that resolution, “I will offend no more”

d. our resolution, our determination is important
(A) not because we have the power within us
(B) but because it will keep taking us back to our Guide

(1) to checking the marks or lights are in line
(2) to aligning ourselves with God’s Word
(3) to having fellowship with Him in prayer

D. Relishing Correction
“… teach Thou me what I do not see …”



1. human relationships are great illustrations of the heavenly ones
a. now, you who are wives here

(A) it might be nice if your husband were to come to you
(1) I really want to show my love to you, honey
(2) I know that I do not express it to you very well
(3) but here are the five love languages

(a) expressing appreciation
(b) giving of gifts
(c) spending time together
(d) physical touch
(e) performing acts of service

(4) so can you tell me which ones matter most to you?
(B) but don’t hold your breath waiting for him to do so!

b. but it does happen in other ways
(A) maybe not so obviously
(B) but, when you first discover that sweetheart, that soul-mate with whom you wish to spend your

life
(1) you pump the sister or brother to find out what sort of things are pleasing to them
(2) you become very observant of their likes and dislikes
(3) of course you can be fooled — especially if you are too polite for your own good: “My but your

turnips were good!” and getting turnips at every meal
c. so love manifests itself by seeking to find out what is pleasing to the person loved

2. and those who love the Lord Jesus Christ will delight in finding out and practising those things that please
Him, their prayer being, “Teach Thou me what I do not see”

E. Conclusion
1. Are you here this morning without saving faith in Christ?

a. perhaps this “religion thing” makes no sense
b. perhaps it may do for some other time, but not now
c. then I earnestly suggest that you pray this prayer of Elihu’s: ”Teach me those things that I cannot see”



2. or perhaps, as a Christian, you know this morning that there is
a. something missing from your walk with God
b. some love lost
c. some lukewarmness in devotion
d. then I earnestly entreat you to pray this prayer of Elihu’s, “Teach Thou me what I do not see”

3. for I can assure you on the authority of God’s own promise in His Word (Jeremiah 29:13), that when your
seek Him with all your heart in this fashion you will surely find Him, He will teach you.
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