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He Is Lord
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Notes for further study: so you don’t have to try to copy all the references!Notes for further study: so you don’t have to try to copy all the references!

A. Introduction — Is God really in charge of His creation?  does He really
know all?  … or just accommodate Himself to changing circumstances?
1. Malachi 3:6
2. Hebrews 13:8
3. Jonah 3:10
4. Jonah 4:2

B. God is sovereign over all: Isaiah 44:28—46:13
1. Isaiah 46:1-2, 6-7: Idols are useless
2. God is unique; He alone is God

a. Isaiah 45:5b
b. Isaiah 45:6
c. Isaiah 45:18b
d. Isaiah 45:21b
e. Isaiah 46:5
f. Isaiah 46:9b

3. God is unique because He is sovereign
a. carrying out His plans
b. foretelling what He will do

4. How God’s Sovereignty is Demonstrated
a. First: Sovereign in Creation

(A) Isaiah 45:12
(B) Isaiah 45:18

b. Second: Sovereign in dealing with people
(A) Isaiah 45:9
(B) Isaiah 45:23
(C) Isaiah 46:3–4

(D) Isaiah 46:11
c. Third: Sovereign in His salvation

(A) Isaiah 45:8
(B) Isaiah 45:21b–22
(C) Isaiah 46:12–13

d. Fourth: Sovereign in His prophetic word
(A) Isaiah 45:11
(B) Isaiah 45:19
(C) Isaiah 45:21
(D) Isaiah 46:9–10

e. Example: in naming Cyrus about 170 years before the event
(A) fulfilled in 2 Chronicles 36, Ezra
(B) Isaiah 44:28–45:4
(C) Isaiah 45:13

C. God is Sovereign over all — elsewhere in God’s Word
1. in creation

a. Revelation 4:11
b. Psalm 104:4, Hebrews 1:7
c. Romans 7:18

2. among the nations
a. with Cyrus
b. major lesson from Daniel; see Daniel 4:25b and context
c. in God’s choice of Israel, the descendants of Jacob — Genesis

3. in the local church
4. in the way and end of salvation

a. Acts 2:23 (Psalm 76:10, but not NIV!!!)
b. John 1:12–13
c. John 8:36
d. Romans 6:6b
e. John 7:17
f. Matthew 11:28
g. Revelation 22:17
h. Revelation 22:12–13



—{1}. Isaiah 46:8–13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  He Is Lord
(I believe in God’s Sovereign Decrees)

Scripture Reading, Isaiah 46:8–13 NAS

Remember this, and be assured; Recall it to mind, you transgressors. Remember the former things long past,
For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the
beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established,
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’; Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose from
a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it. Listen to
Me, you stubborn-minded, Who are far from righteousness. I bring near My righteousness, it is not far off;
And My salvation will not delay. And I will grant salvation in Zion, And My glory for Israel.

A. Introduction
1. There is a particularly pernicious doctrine that has been spreading abroad over the past decade.  It has

been termed “open theism” or the “openness of God” and has already polluted a number of seminaries —
those same seminaries that began fifty to a hundred years ago to train pastors that they need not rely on
the holy Scriptures as God’s infallible word.  So it is not particularly surprising that self-styled “evangelical
theologians” in these institutions are espousing “a form of inclusivism [or, attempt to combine widely
disparate theological views] known as the ‘openness of God,’ the major tenets of which hold that God's
knowledge of future events is not exhaustive, that God is often surprised by the actions of his free-willed
creatures and that he sometimes repents.” —{2}. or changes His mind.

2. let’s briefly consider this last subject: God’s repentance
a. one of the most important doctrines of Scripture is

(A) that God is unchangeable, immutable — Malachi 3:6
(B) Heb.13:8: Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever
(C) that you can rely upon God: He is faithful, trustworthy, His promises stand, He is truthful

b. yet the Bible records in a number of situations that “it repented God that” which need to be understood
(A) without going into then in detail today, Rev. John Piper and others —{3}. have refuted the wrong use



of these
(B) these are to be understood from an anthropocentric point of view: describing God’s actions from

man’s viewpoint
(C) as an example consider the mission of Jonah to Nineveh to warn them that they would be

destroyed
(1) God’s wrath invariably falls upon sin
(2) but the Ninevites repentance took them out from the position of wrath; it was they who

changed, not God
(3) Jonah 3:10 NAS: When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked way, then God

relented [AV: repented] concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon
them. And He did not do it.

(4) did God not know the result of His warning?
(5) well, Jonah did — or at least suspected it
(6) Jonah 4:2 NAS: … for I knew that Thou art a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger

and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents [AV: repentest] concerning calamity.
(7) so, if man could guess then God would know!

c. so let us leave that aspect and deal with the other aspects
(A) does God really know the future, all of it?
(B) is God really in control of His creation, all of it?
(C) is God really Lord, really sovereign?
(D) for myself, I believe that the 1689 Baptist Statement of Faith, in the section called “Decrees,”

summarizes this truth fairly
(1) “God has decreed in Himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own

will, freely and unchangeably, all things, whatsoever come to pass” —{4}.

(2) that statement of faith then proceeds to qualify in several ways, of which two important ways
are

(a) God cannot be the author of evil
(b) God does not violate the will of His creation in the carrying out of these, His decrees

(E) let’s look here in Isaiah, then elsewhere in the Bible to see that God is sovereign over all — past,
present and future



B. God is sovereign over all: as revealed in Isaiah 44:28 — 46:13
1. the context is as follows: God’s people were following idols, so God points out to them through the prophet

Isaiah that
a. Bel and Nebo, gods of the Chaldeans, were powerless
b. how ridiculous it was for a person to fashion a god out of gold and silver, stand it in its place, and then

bow down and worship it
c. in contrast to this, God speaks through Isaiah a great truth

2. Jehovah, the God of Israel, is unique; He alone is God
a. Isaiah 45:5a; NAS I am the LORD, and there is no other; Besides Me there is no God. …
b. Isaiah 45:6; NAS: That men may know from the rising to the setting of the sun That there is no one

besides Me. I am the LORD, and there is no other.
c. Isaiah 45:18b; NAS: … I am the LORD, and there is none else.
d. Isaiah 45:21b; NAS: … Is it not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me, A righteous God and

a Saviour; There is none except Me.
e. Isaiah 46:5; NAS: To whom would you liken Me, And make Me equal and compare Me, That we should

be alike?
f. and in our reading, Isaiah 46:9b; NAS: … For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is

no one like Me,

3. specifically, Jehovah is unique because He is sovereign, He alone is Lord, to which evidence is given in two
ways
a. First: What God plans to do

(A) He carries out
(B) and as a result of His determination of the future

b. Second: What God has said will come to pass in the future
(A) has been fulfilled, is being fulfilled, and
(B) will be fulfilled in the future according to His will
(C) He can do so because He controls what will happen

4. let us trace this theme through these chapters



a. First: God demonstrates His sovereignty in His creation
(A) Isaiah 45:12; NAS: It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it. I stretched out the

heavens with My hands, And I ordained all their host.
(B) Isaiah 45:18; NAS: For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed

the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, But formed it to be
inhabited), “I am the LORD, and there is none else.”

b. Second: God demonstrates His sovereignty in His dealing with people, both as individuals and in a group
(A) any individual: Isaiah 45:9; NAS:  Woe to the one who quarrels with his Maker—An earthenware

vessel among the vessels of earth! Will the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you doing?’ Or the
thing you are making say, ‘He has no hands’?

(B) everyone: Isaiah 45:23; NAS: I have sworn by Myself, The word has gone forth from My mouth
in righteousness And will not turn back, That to Me every knee will bow, every tongue will swear
allegiance.

(C) Israel collectively and individually: Isaiah 46:3-4; NAS:  Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, And all
the remnant of the house of Israel, You who have been borne by Me from birth, And have been
carried from the womb; Even to your old age, I shall be the same, And even to your graying years
I shall bear you! I have done it, and I shall carry you; And I shall bear you, and I shall deliver you.

(D) a particular man: Isaiah 46:11; NAS: Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose
from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will
do it.

(E) this being very evident with Cyrus: more about him later
c. Three: God demonstrates His sovereignty in His salvation

(A) It is His own creation: Isaiah 45:8; NAS: Drip down, O heavens, from above, And let the clouds
pour down righteousness; Let the earth open up and salvation bear fruit, And righteousness spring
up with it. I, the LORD, have created it.

(B) He, God, is the Saviour: Isaiah 45:21b–22; NAS: …And there is no other God besides Me, A
righteous God and a Saviour; There is none except Me. Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of
the earth; For I am God, and there is no other.

(C) It follows His plans: Isaiah 46:12-13; NAS:   Listen to Me, you stubborn-minded, Who are far from
righteousness. I bring near My righteousness, it is not far off; And My salvation will not delay. And
I will grant salvation in Zion, And  My glory for Israel.



d. Four: God demonstrates His sovereignty in His telling what will happen far in advance of when He does
it
(A) Isaiah 45:11; NAS: Thus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker: “Ask Me about the

things to come concerning My sons, And you shall commit to Me the work of My hands.” although
the NIV puts a different emphasis on this verse, it still shows God’s sovereignty: This is what the
LORD says — the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: “Concerning things to come, do you question
me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my hands?”

(B) God’s prophetic words are open for scrutiny by all: Isaiah 45:19; NAS:  I have not spoken in
secret, In some dark land; I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek Me in a waste place’; I, the
LORD, speak righteousness Declaring things that are upright.

(C) Isaiah 45:21; NAS: Declare and set forth your case; Indeed, let them consult together. Who has
announced this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, the LORD? And there is no
other God besides Me, A righteous God and a Saviour; There is none except Me.

(D) Isaiah 46:9-10; NAS:  Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient
times things which have not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will
accomplish all My good pleasure’.

(E) these last two passages bring us to a specific proof
e. in this instance, God gives the name of  the man, Cyrus, who carried out this prophecy about 170 years

later
(A) first, let me dispose of the godless, liberal interpretation that all this was written after it had

happened
(1) if the destruction of Babylon had already happened then the argument for the uniqueness of God

fails
(a) God did not tell it before it happened
(b) so no evidence that it was God’s doing

(2) imagine for a moment that I hand to you a sheet of paper this morning, on which I have written
the date  September 1, 2002, and which says the Tampa Bay Buccaneers will beat the San Diego
Chargers by 48 to 21 on January 29 to win the Superbowl, giving the name of those scoring the
touchdowns, and so on — what would be your reaction?  Of course, you would laugh in my face,
and, quite rightly not believe that I had written it 5 months ago



(3) so if written after the fact it would be manifestly a fake and thrown out of court — “We’ll just
continue to worship our gold and silver gods, thank you!”

(B) you will find these prophecies fulfilled at the end of the book of second Chronicles, and in the Book
of Ezra

(1) Isaiah 44:28–45:4; NAS: It is I  who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd! And he will perform all
My desire.’ And he declares of Jerusalem, ‘She will be built,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation
will be laid.’ Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, whom I have taken by the right hand,
to subdue nations before him, And to loose the loins of kings; To open doors before him so that
gates will not be shut: I will go before you and make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the
doors of bronze, and cut through their iron bars. And I will give you the treasures of darkness,
And hidden wealth of secret places, In order that you may know that it is I, The LORD, the God
of Israel, who calls you by your name.

(2) Isaiah 45:13; NAS: “I have aroused him in righteousness, And I will make all his ways smooth;
He will build My city, and will let My exiles go free, Without any payment or reward,” says the
LORD of hosts.

C. God is sovereign over all: as revealed elsewhere in God’s Word
1. One: let us again consider creation

a. each phase of creation is carried out, and then,
(A) after almost each day of creation, “It was good”
(B) after man’s creation “It was very good”
(C) confirming, what God intended, He did — universe wide
(D) thus setting the ultimate scene in Revelation 4:11; NAS: Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God,

to receive glory and honour and power; for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy will
they existed, and were created.

b. quite briefly and specifically, the creation of spiritual beings
(A) there is reason to believe that each and every angel — elect or fallen — is an object of a creative

act of God: as indicated by such verses as Psalms 104:4  Who makes His angels spirits, His
ministers a flame of fire. quoted in Hebrews 1:7, and the words of the Lord Jesus that there is no
such thing as marriage in heaven

(B) and man, in contrast to all other animals, was made “a living soul”, God breathing into Him the



breath of life, and so man, a spiritual being, communed with God
c. from Scripture we understand that these spiritual beings — angels and men — were created with free

agency
(A) each was able to act in accordance with their will

(1) with responsibility for their own actions
(2) and limited in their will only by their own nature

(B) for man that man had freedom of will is evidenced
(1) implicitly in his being created in God’s image
(2) in the work given him of naming all the creation
(3) in his freedom to eat of anything in all the garden

(C) for angels and man it is evidenced in that they could, and some did, disobey God and follow their
own wills

(D) to the extent that man still reflects the image of God, he retains that free agency, but it is now
constrained by a fallen nature so that Romans 7:18; NAS: says For I know that nothing good dwells
in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.

2. Two: let us remember that God is sovereign among the nations
a. we see that in Isaiah and history in the case of Cyrus
b. it is a major lesson from Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar, as in Daniel 4:25 b; NAS: … until you recognize

that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, and bestows it on whomever He wishes.
c. in God’s choice of Israel, the descendants of Jacob

3. Three: in every local church, be it obedient or not, He is the Lord
a. as being the Object of her praise, the Father
b. as being her Head, the Lord, Jesus the Christ
c. as being her Guide, the Spirit of Holiness
d. as Archbishop William Temple said in 1930, While we deliberate, God reigns; when we decide wisely, God

reigns; when we decide foolishly, God reigns; when we serve God in humble loyalty, God reigns; when
we serve God self-assertively, God reigns; when we rebel and seek to withhold our service, God reigns
— the Alpha and the Omega, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. —{5}.



4. Four and finally, in the Way and end of Salvation, He is Lord
a. the means of salvation was not an afterthought of God

(A) not an accommodation of the Jewish rejection of Christ
(B) not mark of failure of Christ’s ministry or God’s purpose
(C) Peter states this most clearly in Acts 2:23; NAS: this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan

and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to
death. so making the wrath of men to praise Him (Psalm 76:10)

b. the re-creation, the birth from above, of those who receive Christ in faith was prophesied in the Old
Testament and declared by John 1:12–13; NAS:  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the
right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

c. yet as you see, not violating our wills, its purpose to realize for us the freedom that was God’s intention
at creation
(A) in Jesus’ own words, John 8:36; AV:  If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free

indeed.
(B) Roman 6:6b; NAS: that we should no longer be slaves to sin
(C) and evidenced by God’s repeated and gracious invitations

(1) by Jesus in John 7:17; NAS:  If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching,
whether it is of God, or whether I speak from Myself.

(2) and again in Matthew 11:28; NAS: Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest.

(3) the Bible closing with one in Revelation 22:17; NAS: And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”
And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who
wishes take the water of life without cost.

d. So those who by faith are His children can rest in absolute certainty upon the word of our Sovereign God
when He says  in Revelation 21:12–13; NAS:  Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me,
to render to every man according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the
last, the beginning and the end.

D. Conclusion — Every person is called on by God to repent and believe.  The clear essence of the gospel is



“whosoever believeth in Him shall never perish but have everlasting life.”  These are not truths that demand
explanation, only proclamation. —{6}.
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