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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. Thomas Paine quotation

2. Bible tells us truthfully about sin

B. The Cycle of Wickedness
1. Man’s rebellion against God

2. God’s letting man go his own way

3. Judgment falls

C. The Perversion of the Truth of God
1. People choose to deny God’s truth

2. So we are without excuse

D. The Perversion of Worship
1. Denial of God of the worship due to Him

2. Two results of this

E. The Perversion of the Image of God
1. Exalting creation over the Creator

2. Misusing sex from God’s intended purpose

F. The Perversion of Man’s Practices

G. Some relevant Scriptures:
1. James 1:23-24; AV: “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a

doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: For
he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth
what manner of man he was.”

2. Hebrews 4:12; AV: “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 



3. Isaiah 42:8; NAS: “I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give
My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.”



—{1}. Romans 1:20–32 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Sin’s Downward Spiral

A. Introduction
1. Last Sunday night as we heard a number of quotations by famous — not necessarily wise — people on their

opinions of the Bible.  Among these was the following by the agnostic philosopher Thomas Paine
(1737–1809):
a. One does well to put on gloves when reading the New Testament; the proximity of so much impurity

almost compels to this… I have searched in it vainly for even a single congenial trait… everything in it
is cowardice and self-deception.  Whenever we read the obscene stories, (the voluptuous debaucheries,
the cruel and torturous executions,) the unrelenting vindictiveness with which more than half the Bible
is filled, it would be more consistent to call it the work of a demon that the word of God.  It is a history
of wickedness that has served to corrupt and brutalize mankind. —{2}.

b. we could argue with Tom Paine on many of his points, but in one he is correct: the Bible is a history of
wickedness

2. When we come to a passage such as we read this morning in Paul’s letter to the Christians in Rome
a. we find that the Bible tells us truthfully about sin
b. You can tolerate the mirrors that you find in the fun house — you know that what you are seeing is not

a true reflection; but a fine plate-glass mirror is another thing again, because you have to accept that
what you see is what your are

c. the Bible is the same: giving an accurate account of our state
d. James 1:23-24; AV: “For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding

his natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what
manner of man he was.”

e. Hebrews 4:12; AV: “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

f. and, like Tom Paine, we do not like the message we hear



B. The cycle of wickedness
1. there seems to be recorded in the Bible a continuing theme

a. evidenced, for example in the repeated rebellions, punishment, and deliverance in the book of Judges
b. but also found in the accounts of the Old Testament rulers — both those of the Israelites and of the

surrounding nations
c. of a man, a nation, or mankind, taking a deliberate rebellious step against God or against His people
d. when, after warnings, God removes His restraining hand from their actions and they wax worse and

worse
e. until at last the judgment of God falls upon them

2. so in this passage two parts of this cycle are evidenced
a. the deliberate anti-repentant acts of mankind, in phrases

(A) “knew God, they did not …”
(B) “exchanged the glory of … God …”
(C) “exchanged the truth of God …”
(D) “did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer …”

b. and, on God’s part, that repeated, terrifying phrase
(A) “God gave them over …”
(B) God allowing man’s rebellious will to freely run its course of disobedience and death

3. let us proceed with an exposition of our text

C. The perversion of the truth of God
1. Romans 1:18-21; NAS: “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and

unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about
God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through
what has been made, so that they are without excuse.”
a. three points need to be made

(A) how these verses tie into what precedes and what follows
(B) men disbelieve in God by their own choice



(C) so man cannot excuse himself claiming ignorance
2. how these verses tie into what precedes and what follows

a. the last time that we looked at the book of Romans in these studies, we covered the verses 16–19
(A) this was necessary for verses 18–19 give explanation to what is said in verses 16–17
(B) but now as we look at the rest of Romans 1, we find that in like manner, verses 18–19 are the

preparation, the introduction for what we are to look at today
b. Romans 1:18–20 deals primarily with pagans and gentiles, explaining why they have known, or should

have known, 
(A) who and what God is
(B) why man is under God’s condemnation

c. and in these verses  we see the downward spiral of mankind’s knowledge of who and what God is

3. men disbelieve and depart from God by their own choice
a. the visible creation reveals God’s invisible reality
b. Johann Kepler is one of the great names in astronomy.  Through his observations he determined the

orbits that planets took about the sun and his three laws are the basis of our understanding of the solar
system today.  The minute deviations of planets from Kepler’s formulae are one of the confirmations of
Einstein’s theory of relativity.  But Kepler was also a devout Christians.  His motivation in his studies of
the heavens was “... to discover the rational order and harmony which has been imposed on it by God
…”  At the end of his life his prayer was: “I give you thanks, Creator and God, that you have given me
this joy in thy creation, and I rejoice in the works of your hands.  See I have now completed the work
to which I was called.  In it I have used all the talents you have lent to my spirit.” —{3}.

c. the message of creation is a clear one
(A) it was one known to the Romans and the Greeks
(B) the most enlightened gentile philosophers

(1) had surmised some god ruled over everything
(2) but they did not speak against the pantheons of Greece and Rome

d. so to ignore such a clear message amounts to the suppression of truth — which is the real form of
intellectual suicide



4. so man cannot excuse himself claiming ignorance
a. the witness to God through

(A) works of creation
(B) law of conscience
(C) and even men’s tradition

b. means that the warnings of God are too manifold, too universal to have been ignored
(A) Eden, flood, cities of plain, reign of death, curse of the law, the edits of human justice
(B) and finally by the Son of God from heaven showing the divine nature — by the cross

c. and so like the drivers that drift around the corner from Stone Road onto Bayview, slipping by that red
octagonal sign, man cannot claim “I didn’t know the sign was there; I didn’t know I had to stop” — he
is without excuse

5. and though this is our nature, God so loved us He sent His Son to the cross that we might have salvation

D. The perversion of worship
1. Romans 1:21-24; NAS: “For even though they knew God, they did not honour Him as God, or give thanks;

but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.   Professing to be wise,
they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible
man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. Therefore God gave them over in the
lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonoured among them.”
a. again, just a few points to be made from these verses

(A) denial of God robbed Him of the worship that is His due
(B) two results are described from this denial:

(1) corrupted natures
(2) corrupted worship

2. denial of God robbed Him of the worship that is His due — look at the ways in which their religion was vain
a. it did not glorify God
b. it did not thank God for His providence and blessing 

(A) consider the various reasons that people give for these
(1) the superstitious: to stars, to luck, to fate



(2) the materialistic: to own efforts, to own wisdom
(B) all these are unacceptable, Isaiah 42:8; NAS: “I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My

glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images.”

3. two results
a. first, corrupted natures

(A) intellectually — “futile in their speculations”
(1) back in the late 1980's, Ted Turner, broadcasting mogul, declared that the ten commandments

were outmoded and not relevant to current world problems. “I bet nobody here even pays much
attention to them, because they are too old, Commandments are out.  Christianity is a religion
for losers.” —{4}.

(2) no matter how brilliant a mind a man has
(3) yet if God is left out, man’s conclusions

(a) become mere speculations
(b) because if answers the questions how or what
(c) he cannot, without God, appreciate why

(B) in their will and desires — “their foolish heart was darkened”
(1) the heart is the seat of one’s will which here is called foolish — acting as if there is no God
(2) the result: a life in Satan’s domain of darkness

(C) and a totally false self-evaluation — “professing to be wise they became fools”
(1) not a pretty picture
(2) but as if that were not enough, the second result is

b. first, corrupted worship
(A) rather that the revelation of God in all His majesty, His glory, His power, His splendour, His love,

His holiness
(B) man has depicted Him in the most grotesque form and as demanding obscene acts of unimaginable

cruelty from His worshippers — to which man has gladly assented

4. and though this is our nature, God so loved us He sent His Son to the cross that we might have salvation
E. The perversion of the image of God

1. Romans 1:24-27; NAS: “Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, that their



bodies might be dishonoured among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave
them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is
unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in
their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons
the due penalty of their error.”
a. man was created in the image of God: and in that connexion two points are made in these verses

(A) mankind has inverted the relationship between the image and the Original behind the image
(B) homosexual acts are a concrete illustration of the outcome of this inversion of truth

2. humanism — man exalting the created over the Creator
a. when we do this 

(A) we are actually abusing our God-given, God-like nature — intellectual, moral, spiritual
(B) we are actually reducing the dignity of man, because man’s dignity depends upon the exaltation

of God
b. the last two centuries or so have been variously labelled

(A) the age of reason 
(B) the age of science
(C) the age of man
(D) and the fundamental tenet has been “I, man, can discover a reason for all things with neither a

dependence upon, nor an inclusion of, God” — which is a lie and a snare

3. homosexual acts — are used here as an illustration and outcome of man’s inversion of truth — of our
creating God in our image
a. these acts are basically sin against our own person

(A) deny the integrity of our nature as men or as women
b. it is very important to state that these are only one class of a number of immoral acts — all of which are

equally abhorrent in God’s eyes — so why centre on these?
(A) because these acts make a mockery of our having been created in the image of God, and thus

insult God
(B) because these acts are evidence against themselves



(1) they demonstrate their own evil character
(2) since, sex has an obvious and evident purpose
(3) for God intended sex for a holy purpose — the birth of children and the growth of the family
(4) and even if you deny God, close your eyes to God, this purpose is clearly revealed by nature

c. the debate goes on today: is the desire to do commit such acts a physiological anomaly and
predisposition? 
(A) the Bible’s answer is yes, it is a part of our sinful nature!
(B) but that does not excuses them or any other sinful act
(C) and as Ruth Graham said in the early 1990's, “If God doesn’t bring judgment on America soon, He

will have to apologise to Sodom and Gomorrah.” —{5}.

d. one can rationalize every other form of sexual immorality 
(A) infidelity, polygamy, polyandry, incest
(B) by somehow claiming them as being necessary and natural to ensure the survival of a people or

inheritance
(C) all such arguments fail with homosexual acts which is why they are here singled out
(D) thus confirming man as a sinner by nature and by choice 

4. and though this is our nature, God so loved us He sent His Son to the cross that we might have salvation

F. The Perversion of Man’s Practices
1. Romans 1:28-32; NAS: “And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them

over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness,
wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of
God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding,
untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who
practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those
who practice them.”
a. some brief comments

(A) if you are a student of history — however casually — you cannot but have noticed that the acts
listed in these verses have permeated every age

(B) about a century ago Rudyard Kipling wrote these lines



The crafts that we call modern;
The crimes that we call new;
John Bunyan had them typed and filed
In sixteen-eighty-two.

(C) every great nation seems to have begun with a just set of laws that over time were liberalized so
that what was once illegal became simply immoral, then accepted, and finally even virtuous — and
our society is no different

(D) God has brought periods of revival from time to time, but after these special opportunities of grace,
individuals and nations seem ever to slide senselessly into such sin

2. and though this is our nature, God so loved us He sent His Son to the cross that we might have salvation

G. Conclusion
1. If Romans 1:18–32 were the only part of the Bible we had — portraying the situation of  men and women

are who have never heard the Gospel — what a bleak picture that would be
a. as expressed by Pastor Harry Ironside in “Overshadowed”

How desolate my life would be,
How dark and drear my nights and days

If Jesus’ face I did not see
To brighten all earth’s weary ways.

With burdened heart I wandered long,
By grief and unbelief distressed

But now I sing faith’s happy song,
In Christ my Saviour I am blest.

Now judgment fears no more alarm,
I dread not death, nor Satan’s pow’r;

The world for me has lost its charm,
God’s grace sustains me ev’ry hour.

I’m overshadowed by His mighty love,
Love eternal, changeless pure;



Overshadowed by His mighty love,
Rest is mine, serene, secure;

He died to ransom me from sin,
He lives to keep me day by day,

I’m overshadowed by His mighty love,
Love that brightens all my way.—{6}.

b. nor need we be discouraged
(A) when we see the triumph of ungodly men and forces
(B) when we wee unrighteous judges and legislators by their laws make inroads against Christ and His

kingdom
(C) when in the words of Longfellow, “hate is strong and mocks the song of peace on earth, good-will

to men” —{7}.

(D) for this is but evidence that God is working, even as he gives over men to their own will and wants
(E) and even that we know “our redemption is drawing near”

2. Let us rather rejoice 
a. that “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; the wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with peace on earth,

good-will to men” —{8}.

b. in what God, in Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour, has done 
c. praising Him in our closing hymn, “Love Lifted Me!”
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