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When God is Silent
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January 19, 2003 
SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. when for the Christian our relationship with God seems broken —
when God is Silent — it is intolerable

B. A Synopsis of Elihu’s speech
1. though younger than those present, he speaks up because

a. the three friends never answered Job’s dilemma that he was
S____________ without cause

b. Job for C_______________ that God wouldn’t answer him and
that God’s justice did not seem fair

2. God’s justice is guaranteed by (references only approximate)
a. God’s S______________ 34:10–20
b. God’s O_____________ 34:21–22
c. God’s O_____________ 34:23–30

3. it is God’s R__________ and prerogative as to whether He chooses
to hide or to reveal His face; to be silent or to answer

C. Why is God Silent?
1. Sin

a. every person must first deal with the sin of U____________
b. a believer — a Christian — can have his fellowship with God

interrupted by sin: the solution is C__________ our sins to Him
2. For God’s own holy and sovereign purposes

a. We need to be brought back in tune with God, having taken Him
for granted as may be evidenced by U_____________ prayer;
some steps I need to take here are
(A)  

(B)  

b. We need to walk by F_______ and not by S_______
(A) P__________ is the power pipeline that enables this walk

c. We are being nurtured, made to G_______
(A) God, like a parent, uses various forms of C__________ and

testing to accomplish this in our lives
d. We are engaged in a spiritual B________

(A) so when we appear isolated, we should go back to the
B________ to find answers for our situation

e. We have been entrusted by God to participate in one of His
higher purposes: I am undergoing this, or other trials, no so that
in the future I can ...

References related to this message:
Sin a malady of the human race: Romans 3:23, 5:8; Sin is invidious,
breaking the relationship between us an God: Isaiah 59:2, Romans 7:19;
Confession is the solution for the Christian’s sin: 1 John 1:6–9; But we
may suffer God’s silence even when innocent: Psalm 13, 44:24,
89:46–48; Reasons for unanswered prayer: James 1:6–7, 4:3; Reality
is that we are not forsaken by God: Matthew 28:20, Hebrews 13:5–8;
God’s desire is that we grow in grace and knowledge: 2 Peter 3:18
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A. Introduction
Doctors are so busy nowadays.  More and more of them are running their practices like an assembly line.  One
fellow who walked into a doctor’s office and the receptionist asked him what he had.  He said, “Shingles.”  So
she took down his name, address, medical insurance number and told him to have a seat.  

Fifteen minutes later a nurse’s aide came out and asked him what he had.  He said, “Shingles.”  So she took
down his height, weight, a complete medical history and told him to wait in an examining room.

A half-hour later a nurse came in and asked him what he had.  He said, “Shingles.”  So she gave him a blood
test, a blood pressure test, an electrocardiagram, and gave him an examination gown to put on to wait for the
doctor.  

An hour later the doctor came in and asked him what he had.  He said, “Shingles.”  The doctor said, “Where?”
He said, “Outside in the truck.  Where do you want ‘em?” —{2}.

1. as a friend of mine is wont to remark, “Language is a wonderful thing; it may even be possible to use it to
communicate!”
a. and communication is a necessity for man because we are a social creation — we have been made a

spiritual being, to sustain relationships one with another and with God — “It is not good that man should
be alone”

b. and when for the Christian our relationship with God seems broken — when God is silent — it is
intolerable

The Christian philosopher, Nicolas Wolterstorf, experienced such a deafening silence of God upon the tragic
death of his son, and expressed it with these words: 

“Here in this darkness I cannot find You.  If I had never looked for You, or looked but never found, I would
not feel this pain of Your absence.  Or is it not your absence in which I dwell but your elusive troubling
presence.…?  Will I find you in the dark — not in the streaks of light which remain, but in the darkness?  Has
anyone ever found you there?” —{3}.



B. A Synopsis of Elihu’s Speech
1. let’s step back and take a running start at our text

2. Elihu began his answer to Job and the three friends in Job 32 and continues it through Job 37
a. he begins by defending

(A) first his silence — because he is “young”, a relative term
(B) then his speech — because he is zealous for God’s honour

b. so he engages in “telling off”
(A) the three friends because they have never provided an answer to Job’s dilemma, that he suffered

without cause
(B) Job for complaining that God wouldn’t answer his questioning

c. which brought us to his words in Job 33: 23–30, that we looked at two weeks ago, how God would send
one to stand between God and the afflicted person and mediate — in which we saw a beautiful, prophetic
picture of Jesus Christ

3. from that point, Elihu has continued his answer to Job
a. in particular his complaint that God’s justice is not just, or as Elihu quotes Job

(A) Job 34:5; NAS:  For Job has said, “I am righteous, But God has taken away my right;”
(B) Job 34:9; NAS:   For he has said, “It profits a man nothing When he is pleased with [or, delights

in] God.”
b. if you believe God’s justice to be unfair, then your idea of justice is perverted; because (the references

are approximate)
(A) vv 10–20 … God’s sovereignty guarantees His justice
(B) vv 21–22 … God’s omniscience guarantees His justice
(C) vv 23–30 … God’s omnipotence guarantees His justice
(D) which brings us to these words in Job 34:29

4. The Text: 
a. “When He gives quietness, who then can make trouble? And when He hides His face, who then can see

Him, Whether it is against a nation or a man alone? —” (Job 34:29 NKJV; similarly ASV, AV, Douay, JPS,
Rotherham; word for word translation of the Greek version of the Old Testament, the LXX)



b. “When He keeps quiet, who then can condemn? And when He hides His face, who then can behold Him,
That is, in regard to both nation and man? —” (Job 34:29 NAS)

c. “But if he remains silent, who can condemn him? If he hides his face, who can see him? Yet he is over
man and nation alike,” (Job 34:29 NIV)

5. and Elihu’s point to Job is simply put
a. if God chooses to hide his face, to remain silent, not to answer Job’s questions
b. is that not His right and His prerogative? … His prerogative as to whom — nation or individual — He

should bless with His fellowship?
c. but when you are not the observer but the one affected you are more likely to cry out with Nicolas

Wolterstorf, “Will I find You in the dark … has ever anyone found You there?”
d. so let us take a few moments to consider

C. Why is God Silent?
1. Sin 

a. let’s deal with the most obvious reason first, since it also has the most obvious solution
b. the sin of unbelief must be dealt with as a start

(A) God is silenced, our relationship with Him is broken because both as a race and as individuals we
have rejected Him and His Way

(1) Rom 3:23 “All have sinned and fallen short of His glory”
(2) Romans 5:8; NAS:  “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet

sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(B) so that by simply exercising repentant faith in Christ’s finished work on the cross, this reason for

God’s silence can be met and we may claim the name of “Christian”
c. but sin can be a problem for the believer, for the Christian

(A) The Lord told the people of Israel — His people — through the prophet, Isaiah 59:2; NAS:  “But
your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His
face from you, so that He does not hear.”

(B) so the Christian can be guilty of the sin of disobedience; of sins of omission, of sins of commission,
as in Romans  7:19; NAS: “For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that
I do not wish.”



(C) but, praise God! for this too obvious reason there is also an obvious solution: 1 John 1:6-9; NAS:
“If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin,
we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

d. but what if sin an obvious reason is not the obvious answer
(A) if as with Job, you are in your innocence and yet find God does not answer?
(B) if with the Psalmist you can sincerely ask the question of Psalm 44:24; NAS:  “Why dost Thou hide

Thy face, And forget our affliction and our oppression?”
(C) and many of God’s people through the ages have had the experience of lengthy periods in which

they sought God without assurance and without answer: Augustine, John Bunyan, John Newton and
William Cowper

(D) if your prayer, instead of soaring to heaven, seems to fall lifeless to the floor?
(E) and if this is where you are this morning, perhaps these few truths will help ...

2. For God’s own holy and sovereign purposes
a. just as we find in God’s word

(A) as in the passages we read from the Psalms [13, 89:46-48] there were times when David seemed
to dwell in darkness and could not see God’s face, nor hear His voice

(B) or as in the days just preceding Samuel, when there had been not message from God for years:
He was silent

(C) or as in the period between when the Old Testament when no prophet spoke because the Prophet
was coming

b. God to accomplish His will, to work out His plan, to bring glory to His Name, will be silent, remote,
distant …

c. we say in our minds, “Yes, God is sovereign” but our emotions say, “But He shouldn’t be — at least not
in this!”

d. so let us look at these more particularly so we can find help in those times that are so distressing ...



3. We have got out of tune with God
a. in any relationship 

(A) between husband and wife, parent and child, friends
(B) it is easy after a while to take thinks for granted
(C) “Familiarity breeds contempt” says the proverb

b. James in his letter to Christians
(A) unanswered prayer: evidence we’re out of tune with God
(B) shaky faith: James 1:6-7; NAS:  “But let him ask in faith without any doubting, … For let not that

man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord,”
(C) James 4:3, NAS: wrong motives: “You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong

motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.”
(D) of course, there are other lessons in prayer for us to learn

(1) from the parable of the persistent neighbour – as the phrase is in some denominations: “praying
through”

(2) from John 17 how to pray in tune with God’s will

Two young boys were spending the night at their grandparents.  At bedtime, the two boys knelt
beside their beds to say their prayers when the youngest one began praying at the top of his lungs.
“For my birthday, I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE, I PRAY FOR A NEW NINTENDO,    I PRAY FOR A NEW
VCR."

His older brother leaned over and said, “Why are you shouting your prayers?  God isn't hard of
hearing.”

His little brother replied, “No, but Grandma is.” —{4}.

(E) so when our relationship with God has descended to one of convenience rather than commitment
He has to bring us back into tune

c. the effort to bring an instrument back in tune can be quite a painful one; for a while our son Tim lived
in an apartment at the top of one of the Royal Conservatory of Music buildings; the practise sessions he
used to recall as being bad enough, but when they were tuning one piano after another it went beyond
one’s tolerance

d. so sometimes in God’s holy purpose to bring us back in tune we need to realize how out of tune we are,



how afar of from Him … and it hurts — but when it happens we can ask
(A) are we truly seeking of the Father “Thy will be done”?
(B) is Christ’s burden — the lost — our burden?
(C) is the Spirit’s moving moving us, or do we quench Him?

4. We need to learn to walk by faith and not by sight
a. for faith teaches us that

(A) Jesus was truthful in saying in Matthew 28:20b; AV: “and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
end of the world”

(B) we can trust the promises found in Hebrews 13:5b; AV: for He hath said, “I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee.”

(C) and, Hebrews 13:8; NAS: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.”
b. we thus know that God’s silence, that His absence is something that is more apparent than real, more

a matter of our feelings than of truth
(A) we live on the Oak Ridges moraine where it can be foggy despite being clear in Aurora to the north

and clear a few kilometres south
(1) so that we cannot see the fields across the road
(2) but we know they are still there

(B) so faith is the instrument that allows us to perceive the invisible realities in the midst of God’s
silence

c. and prayer is the power pipeline that can enable us to keep on walking by faith when we are
overshadowed by despair, or, as one writer has said, “When we overemphasize God's response (or
seeming silence) to our petitions we're missing the point of prayer” —{5}. 

5. We are being nurtured — made to grow
a. as children grow up, as parents perceive they are ready to be instructed in some aspect of their life, the

parents seek to teach them — at first gently, and then as may be necessary, by more rigorous means,
and at last by chastening

b. our heavenly Father, we are told, works in a similar vein with us, the children whom He loves
c. sometimes it is of some insensitivity, some unknown sin
d. or of an unintended, but real, coldness toward God, where like the church of Laodicea, we have become



self-satisfied
e. or when God decides that our faith needs testing in order to burnish it to a blazing brightness for His

glory
f. in all these, God is not really silent nor hidden; perhaps we have been looking

(A) in the wrong place
(B) for the wrong answer
(C) with the wrong expectations
(D) but all the while God is carrying out His work so that we may (2 Peter 3:18; NAS):  “but grow in

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and
to the day of eternity. Amen.”

6. We are engaged in a spiritual battle
a. In Daniel 10 we read of Daniel, fasting as he sought the answer to a vision that he had had.  At last, after

three weeks a messenger came from God, who tells of being withstood in a spiritual battle until the
archangel Michael came to help
(A) much of this is beyond my ken
(B) but the implication is that God permits delay until His time is right

b. so, in this spiritual battle
(A) we as soldiers may seem isolated, fighting on our own
(B) but the reality is we are not forsaken

c. and in the midst of this battle
(A) the only data, the only answers are to be found in Bible
(B) these circumstances should drive us back to God’s word

7. We have been entrusted by God to participate in a higher of His purposes!
a. The requests we make to God are not unheard because we do not receive the answer when we expect

them.  “If the ships of prayer do not come home speedily,” says a writer, “it is because they are more
heavily freighted with blessing.” —{6}.

b. Paul’s thorn in the flesh – how many since have been able to identify and be blessed?
c. When Jesus prayed to the one who could save him from death, he did not get that salvation; he got

instead the salvation of the world. —{7}.



d. who knows but that this time of silence be so that you and I can better appreciated the terribly sad state
of those without Christ, so that we can be moved to reach out in love and minister to those in need

D. Conclusion
1. We live in an age of instant gratification

a. buy now, pay (and pay and pay and pay) later
b. and we expect to have a god that responds instantly with blessings and answers and gratification of our

“needs”
(A) He can do so; at times He does so
(B) but when God withholds His answer, when we miss the joy of His presence
(C) does God cease being God? … cease being our God?

2. William Cowper was a Christian, but he suffered from acute depression and he had sunk to the depths of
despair. One foggy night he called for a horse drawn carriage and asked to be taken to the London Bridge
on the Thames River. He intended to commit suicide. But after 2 hours of driving through the mist,
Cowper's coachman reluctantly confessed that he was lost. Disgusted by the delay, Cowper left the carriage
and decided to find the London Bridge on foot. After walking only a short distance, though, he discovered
that he was at his own doorstep! The carriage had been going in circles. Immediately he recognized the
restraining hand of God in it all. Convicted by the Spirit, he realized that the way out of his troubles was
to look to God, not to jump into the river. As he cast his burden on the Savior, his heart was comforted.
With gratitude he sat down and penned these reassuring words: of our closing hymn: “God moves in a
mysterious way His wonders to perform; He plants His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm. O
fearful saints, fresh courage take, the clouds you so much dread are big with mercy, and shall break in
blessings on your head.” —{8}.
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